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hs following trODHlatiaiL hua iM^cn undertaken with the 
view of preeeating the clasaicrU student with a close and 
literal version of ^schfliia, and of furnishing the general 
reader with a faithful copy of the Author's thoughts and 
worda, although the graces of poetic expression muat be 
sacrificed in a literal prose version. 

The Translator gratefully achnowledgos the help he haa 
derived from the lahours of his predecessors, and trusts that 
he will generally be found to have preferred the beat render- 
ing consistent with the letier oi Uie tcit. His object has not 
he^& to exhibit an elegant though loose paraphrase, but to 
render the version as close a verbal transcript of the original 
as could be done without absolute violation of good taste. 

The best scholars of Germany and England have of lata 
combined the duties of the philologer with those of the 
taanslator', duties which ought uevcr to have been separated. 
Tbe present Translator has attempted the same ; but, as the 
liinita of the work rendered condensation imperative, his 
aim has been rather to direct the inquiring student to sources 
of information, than to enter at lidl length upon all Qia 
diffioulties of on author like ^schylus. 

The notes, with a fpw acknowledged exceptions, are ori- 
ginal, and will, it is hoped, prove useful in giving the student 
some idea of the prcseut condition of the test of jEschyluB. 

' Sw Coniogton'a Preface to his traiialation of " The Agamemnon." 
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lY PBEFACE. 

If the Author shall seem on some occasions to have been 
severe in his condemnation of particular views, it is not 
from a disposition to underrate men &r above him in repu- 
tation and attainments, but because their very superiority 
lends a dangerous sanction to clever, but imsafe, sophistry. 

The translation is accommodated to the text of Dindorf, 
except in such instances as this scholar's own notes, or 
the obvious necessity of alteration, warranted a change. In 
all such instances, as in the translation of Sophocles lately 
published, the reader is duly forewarned. 

In the '' Supplices," the Translator has confined his notes to 
a mention of some necessary variations, and a few references 
to the able notes of Mr. Paley, as he was by no means dis- 
posed to venture on the thankless task of commenting on 
so corrupt a text, without long and careful re-examination 
of the criticism thereof. Should an opportunity of publishing 
the original text of ^schylus occur hereafter, he still thinks 
that much may be done, bv moderate alteration, to render 
the heavy accmnulation of mystical interpretations unne- 
cessary. 

The introductory essay, like prefaces in general, may 
require some apology. Matters of taste are an open question, 
and if his remarks shall be thought not wholly devoid of 
interest, the highest wish of the Author will be realized. 

THEODORE ALOIS BUCKLEY. 
Chbist Chubch, Oxpobd. 
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EscHYLTTs. son of Euphoriott, was born at Eleusis, B.C. 
525. HiB early employment to watck the grapes in a. vineyard 
is traditionally reported to have led to the developement of his 
tragic genius, and possibly to some less excusable propensities 
of hia character, in which the god Bacchus was equally con- 
cerned. He fiist appeared as a tragedian in b.c. 499, with 
Chcerilus and Pratinas for his competitors. In B.C. 490, he 
distinguished himself at the battle of Marathon, iu company 
with his brolhera Cynegeirus and Ameiuias. In B.C. 484, 
gained his first tragic victory, and in B.C. 480, he fought 
Salomis : thus, as Schlegcl' observes, " he flourished in the very 
freshness and vigour of Grecian freedom, and a proud sense 
of the glorious struggle by which it was won, seems to have 
animated him and his poetry." This warlike vein is con- 
spicuous in the "PersR)" and " Seven against Thebes," while 
the " Agamemnon" is replete with pathetic illustrations of 
■Qie toils, dangers, and sufferings, of a soldier's life. 

His journeys into Sicily involve some intricate questions, 
but the received opinion seems to settle his first visit in b.c. 
468, immediateiy after his defeat by Sophocles, and he pro- 
bably spent some time there, if the use of Sicihan words in 
hie later plays may be adduced as an argument. The other 
journey was probably ten years after, b.c. 458, and, aa Miiller 
thinks, was undertaken in consequence of the aristocratic 
notions so freely expressed in his " Eumenides," which were 
too openly opposed to the interests of Pericles' party, then in the 
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X IVTBODTJCTIOK 

Many critics consider the *'*' Persians " as the earliest of the 
extant plays of ^schylus, but for the reasons above stated, I 
am inclined to give the higher antiquity to the '^ Suppliants." 

If the '^ Seven against Thebes " was connected with the 
*' Eleusinians," as MiiUer thinks, I scarcely believe that 
.^chylus would have ended with an anticlimax, by intro- 
ducing the lamentations of Antigone and Ismena over their 
fallen brothers. \Vhen this critic says, '* this concluding scene 
points as distinctly as the end of the Choephored to the subject 
of a new piece, which was doubtless *' the Eleusinians^,' " he 
asserts too much. In the first place, it is clear from Plutarch 
(Thes. p. 14, A.), that the burial of the chieftains was effected 
by Theseus under a truce, not by vicdence. If, therefore, 
matters were amicably arranged, why should Antigone be 
*' closely connected with this subject." The is^t is, Miiller 
has told us a great deal that we do not know, but has over- 
looked the only point that Plutarch tells us respecting the 
*' Eleusinians,'' which, unfortunately contradicts his whole 
theory. We might as well say that the threats of the 
Mycenian elders, at the end of the "Agamemnon," neces- 
sarily required the " ChoephojeB," to open with their revolt, 
as that, because Antigone threatens to bury her brother, 
^schylus was obliged to make her do so in another play, of 
which all our knowledge only proves the contrary. The 
theory of tetralogy has been carried much too far. 

The " Seven against Thebes " is doubtless an early play, 
and is as undramatic as the " Persians." But the high tone 
of true Grecian chivalry which reigns throughout, the splendid 
individuality of the characters, despite their one common 
feature of physical valour, is equal to anything, even in 
^schylus. The description of each warrior is not only a 
physical and heroic, but an ethical picture. The high-souled 

- Lit. of Greece, p. 324. 
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AmpUaraua, whose destiny ted liim to that death bis wisdom 
foresaw, whoae fete impelled him to that Bociety his sense 
shrank from, is pathetically contrasted with the mad boldness 
of the other chieftains, — his religion with their impiety — his 
modesty with their idle vauuting— hia wisdom with their 
recklessness. And when Eteoeles .prutses him, WB almost 
forget that he too lies mider the ban of fete. So good does 
Eteodes seem by his praise of the good. 

In allusion to the question of 3 connexion between dramas, 
it may be worth while to observe the different degrees of 
fetalism that influence the minds of the two brothers in thia 
play, and in the " CEdipus at Colonua " of Sophocles. Poly, 
nices, in the latter pkiy, is presented to us as the heart- 
broken fugitive, the wandering victim of a father' 
Boftened by misfortune, and seeking to palliate the wrath of 
his destiny. But in the EteocLes of jEschylus, there is no 
compunction. He remembers the curse of his aged aire, 
ajid speaks even with affection of the man who had banned 
his lawless life by a paternal anathema. But he seeks not 
to avert the doom. Stem, Tracompromising, he will meet 
the man he must slay, by whom he must himself fell. Still, 
as Sophocles has softened the character of Polynices till he 
almost obtains our pity, so has .^schyius heightened that of 
Eteoeles with sentiments of temperate prudence and un- 
daunted com'age, till he deserves it; and in this respect both 
have exemplified the precept of Aristotle'. 

1 shall now proceed to the consideration of the " Prome- 
theua," the sublimest poem, and simplest tragudy of antiquity. 
I have one motive in'doing so, in reference to that great triad 
of tragedies, the " Orestcia," and that is to show the similar 
aristocratic spirit that pervades the whole of the four plays. 
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)eticB, § XIII. 15, and in § XI, 5, be enan 
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XU IHTBODUCTION. 

The Titan majesty of mankind had been infringed by the 
new gods of Olympus, and Prometheus appeared as their 
protector, the assertor of their rights. Opposed to a new 
aristocracy, he was still the supreme power of the old one. 
In the true spirit of the old aristocracy he laboured for the 
benefit of his weaker dependants. The Olympian gods, like 
the partehtis of Aristotle^, are everywhere represented as 
oppressing mankind, and each other. Moreover, Prometheus 
represents the intellectual ascendancy of mankind over the 
Jation, aie power of moral progrei in opposition to phy- 
sical strength and conventional resources.^ The imprudence 
of Jove is hereafter to destroy that power, in the haughtiness 
of which he had thought fit to spurn the god of wisdom from 
him. Much as I am disinclined to allegorical interpreters 
and interpretations, much as I dislike the tediousness of an 
Eustathius or the barbarism of a Fulgentius, still the " Pro- 
metheus" of ^schylus cannot but seem a magnificent imper- 
sonation of mind struggling against circumstances, intellect 
against force, providence against fate. And the very fatalism 
of this play is pleasing. Unlike the gloomy demon that 
lurks over the ill-fated house of MycensB, imlike the Fates 
that but exchange death for revenge, Prometheus is ever 
cheered by the triumphant prospect before him. As he 
foresaw his present troubles, so he even names the time of 
their termination. His very philanthropy, his inability to do 
further good, force from him the groan of the hero, but, as 
the good man meets death, so does he meet pain — conscious 
that there is something yet to come. 

The introduction of lo is perfctly agreeable to Aristotle's 
idea of Episode^ and enables us to learn the deeds of Pro- 
metheus, and to test his powers of prescience. Moreover, 
Prometheus and lo are both victims- to the power of Zeus, 

» Cf. Rhet. II. 9, 9, 
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both await tbeir relief (rom bis dovmfall. The patbetio 
description of Io'b fell, her exclusion from the home of her 
sorrowing sire, her phuntom-striciken wanderinga over eardi 
and sea, are all dcpiotured with a power that proves how 
..Cschylus could touch the tcnderest, as well as the most lofty 
emotiona of the humim soul. 

Muller has entered, with some ability, into the question of 
the discrepancy between the cluiraeler of Zeua aa pourtrayed 
in this play, and in the kter works of oiir poet. I grant that 
ilie tyrannical Zeus of this play is unlike the mild potentate, 
"who guides men in the waya of wisdom'," or the "great 
Zeus in heaven'," whose aid the fiitberleBS may implore with 
conHdence against their oppresaors, but I do not, see the 
necessity of reconciling the inconsiBteney. If j33BchyluH could 
create a conception, be might also depart from it. Zeus was 
as necessarily the tyrant in the Titan world, as be was the 
mild governor of things in the heroic ages. But MilDcr has 
rightly observed, that this discrepancy is partly reconcOed by 
the fact that Prometheus everywhere appears in the light of 
an offender against the "' powers that be," too proud to rev&- 
reace Adrasteia. Like Antigone, be is relatively guilty, in. 
offending against ruling authorities ; like her, he is abstract- 
edly right. The ein of both is the sin of time and place, not 
of principle. 

Shelley, whose whole poetry is deeply imbued with the 
mysterious power of .^achylus, has imitated the imagery of 
this play with a success proving that a man must be a poet 
to truly appreciate ^schylus. It la to be regretted that this 
true genius, (like Knowles, so often disgraced by imitators,) 
never translated any productions of the Greek drama, with 
the single exception of the Satyrio '■ Cyclops " of Euripides. 
He has invested bis Prometbeus with all the placid grand* 
' Agam. 176. * Soph. El. 175. 
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XIT IKTEODUCTION. 

of the deity, all the tenderness of the good man. To say that 
he imitates, in the modem sense, is to say nothing — to feel 
that the spirit of ^schylus has passed into the mind of 
Shelley, is the direst praise that can be awarded. 9ut the 
picturesque scenery of Shelley's painting is the marvellous 
feature of the play. The Indian Caucasus, with its ice-bound 
rooks, and gloomy prospect of the world spread beneath it ; 
the sea, ^'heaven's ever-changing shadow," and the giant, 
grotesque glaciers, lost in the dim, chilled atmosphere, form 
a picture that the mind of ^schylus could conceive, but the 
hand of the Grecian painter could not imitate. But circum- 
stantial comparison will lead us too much away from the 
main subject. The legend of Prometheus lives in the poetry 
of JSschylus and Shelley. The power of one poet can scarcely 
be measured but by the equality of the other. 

The mention of scenery suggests a question of much eesthetic 
interest, namely, how far the Athenian artist could realise 
the conceptions of the poet. In the " Prometheus " such an 
attempt must have been a failure. Setting aside the question 
of the place of Prometheus' suffering, the poetry draws upon 
larger resources than the Athenian scene-painter could have 
possessed. The architectural delineations of the fronts of 
palaces and other buildings, which usually formed the scene 
of the drama, were easily executed, and in a country pos- 
sessing the finest models for imitation, w^e doubtless lulsur- 
passed for effect and correctness. But the occasional land- 
scape paintings on the periaktoi must havb been rude, and 
even grotesque. The most finished frescoes we possess are 
totally devoid of any attempt to realise nature, the fragments 
of encaustic paintings are confined to the human form, and 
such objects as require no perspective ; and if we regard the 
paintings of the earliest Florentine artists, which sprung 
from the imitation of the latest Greek, improved by Cimabue, 
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Qiotto, and a few others, we shall find notliing to justify the 
supposition that the Greeka ever attained to any excellence 
in landscape painting. The knowledge of aerial perspedtivi 
upon which all the realization of the "Prometheus" would 
depend, ie scarcely three centuries old, and if we consider 
how long our own stage wanted such scenic aceessories, we 
cannot he surprised at the deficiency of the Greeks. The 
decorations of the Athenian stage were probably confined to 
costume and architectural embeUishment. Moreover, the 
&ct that the plays were always represented in the day-time 
must have robbed them of all the exquisite illusion pro- 
duced by the use and combinations of artificial lights. Such 
being the case, how great was the power of (he poet, who 
could eo successfully place nature before his hearers by words 
only! 

The testimony of the didascalia shows that the " Agamem 
non," " Choephora:'," aad " Eumenides," were performed a 
the same time, together with a satyric drama called the Pro- 
teus. W« are, therefore, justifi.ed in considering them as 
forming a trilogy, although I doubt whether the " Oresteia'" 
is a fit name for the trilogy, when Orestes is only indirectly 
meotioiied in the first arid principal play. Nor is the ci 
nection between the three plays bo exact as that which es; 
in die "King ffidipus," " Qi^dipus at Colonus," and "Anti- 
gone " of Sophocles, which we know did not form a trilogy, 

' Mr. Burgea, who is h clever, tut too univerBal enemy of trilogy, 
baa well remarked, in an artirle in " ITie Surplice," March 7, 1816, 
that, fnto the words of Euripides {in Arist. Rbh. 1122), rp^Tuv 
ftti Tov i£ 'Opfartiai- yiyt, he must have meanC oidj a eiugle plsy, na 
-CscblluB could not otherwise know wliich of the three wsa meant. ' 
BubatituCion of tiv' for rov would meet this objection ; bat I am n 
disposed to consider, with Mr. Burgsa, that tha title of Oresteia belonged 
to the Chorphorie alone. I Jo not, however, approie of hi^ ottempi 
gel rid of the very name of triliigy. 
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At all events, the three plays form the grandest dramatie 
work of antiquity. It is true, we do not find the lights and 
shades of character pourtrayed with the delicate finish of 
Sophocles, nor is the character of Orestes invested with all 
the interest of which it might seem capable. But ^schylus, 
unlike the modem adaptors, who write a piece for two actors 
in as many days, never sacrificed the play to enhance the 
character. In a play like the " Prometheus," the hero was 
necessarily the leading character; but in the Agamenmo- 
nian history there were no less than four great characters, — 
Agamemnon, Orestes, Clyteemnestra, and Cassandra. Nor 
are the minor parts of the Watchman, the Herald, and 
JBgisthus, devoid of strongly marked individuality, while 
Minerva, as MiiUer has remarked, may almost be considered 
as the leading character in the '' Eumenides." 

This attention to the minor characters is almost peculiar to 
JBschylus. In the extant dramas of Sophocles we every- 
where discover a greater amount of subordination to one 
leading feature, than elaborate filling out of the details. 
Sophocles forms an abstraction, and not only embodies it in 
the character of the hero, but sacrifices all surroimding objects 
to the general conception. The leading character is the type 
of a moral or religious principle ; the subordinate ones are 
but the means of argument and illustration. In the .^Sschy- 
lean trilogy the play, and not the hero, is the chief object of 
the poet's attention. Each character is of weighty import, 
each leads on the action, and each possesses marked and dis- 
tinct features that give vigour and fireshness to every suc- 
ceeding scene. Moreover, JEschylus excites pity even for the 
unworthy, by not representing them utterly destitute of bet- 
ter qualities. The Clytsemnestra of Sophocles has not one 
redeeming trait, but JEschylus has found a partial excuse 
for his heroine in the fated misfortunes of the house of 
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Aticua ; nor bae he placed her illicit firiendsliip for ^gis- 
liais in so odious a light as Sophocles has done. £ut the 
biegt point is in the conclusion, of the play, when, suddenly 
stricken with a Ead cooBciousncsa, Clyticmnestra Testrains the 
Bwd rage of .^gisthus, and exclaims. 

Enough of btU, — let do furtber sUin irabrae uor buida. 

Unlike I>ady Macbeth, she has no wish to sacrifice a Banquo 
lo secure her victory. She is a proud, daring woman, but 
her talents are unequalled. To compare her with Lady Mac- 
beth is, in some respects, a mistalie. Semiramis and Lucrecia 
Boi^ia are better parallels. 

Nor must we less admire the picture of ancient manners 
which the " Agamemnon " presents to our tiow. Like " 
Kowena, Iphigenia had probably graced her fether's table in 
the capacity of Hebe, Tlie third cup to the Preservei' was 
perhaps hallowed by the mnoccnce of the cup-benrcr. Like 
ihe petted daughter of some Sason chieftain, she could smile 
■way the remembrance of war and toil. Macaulay's cxqui- 
tiie portrait of Virginia gives a delightful idea of the re- 
lation between father and daughter in the rough, old times. 
But the coDJugal relations were different. The quiet, sensible 
leplies of Agamemnon to his enquiring spouse remind us of 
Sr Halbert Glendinning's return, and, like Angelica in "Sir 
Bbitj Wildair," Clytasmnestra might well complain of the 
icy coldness of her spouse. It is the meeting of a king and 
qoeen, tmd that is all. Shnkesperc, on the contrarj', has 
softened the character of Macbeth by traits of the most afftc- 
tionate attention to his demon spouse. But if we remember 
die company in which Agamemnon returned, we shall scarcely 
be surprised. 

Cussandra may possibly be regarded as a second thought of 
die poet. So complete is the play without her, that we can 
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easily imi^me that the fertility of the poet's imagination 
carried him on, when the play might otherwise not have 
exceeded the rest in lensth. Be this as it may, the addition 
is magBificent. Power, Wor. and pathoa L alternately 
blended in this wonderful scene. The weird boldness of the 
language, the terrific personification of the ancient horrors 
of the Atrean house, the changes from sad, sensible conscious- 
ness to inspired madness, render this scene the most wonder- 
ful of any on the Greek stage. A Siddons alone could act 
Cassandra. The pedantic poem of Lycophron is a strange 
contrast, and the imitations by Seneca equal even his worst 
attempts. Vii^ alone has approached equal sublimity in 
his description of the Cumeean Sibyl. 

The time will I trust come, when the attempt to find an 
esoteric meaning in poetry will be set at its proper yalue. 
All the allegorizing absurdities of the Greeks themselves never 
equalled the amount of duU nonsense that has been talked 
and written concerning these plays. Can we believe that a 
poet, whose mind was wholly possessed with his subject, whose 
fiery, perturbed expressions almost struggled with each other 
to unfold the exuberance of the mind that sent them forth ; 
»— can we suppose that he would stop short in his course in 
order to arrange an article or pronoun so as to convey a 
hidden political or religious axiom? Can we suppose the 
Athenians so unpractical as to trouble themselves to hunt 
for such axioms, still less, to apply them ? The most careful 
examination has convinced me that such allusions are always 
broad and distinct, as in the '' Pers®," not obscure and un- 
intelligible, as the followers of Suvem generally seem to 
suppose. 

MiiUer, who is much more learned, has likewise shewn 
much greater taste in his examination of the '' Eumenides." 
Although I cannot at all times agree with him, yet his know- 



\edge is unquestionable, and his power of drnvvin^ infereQcea 
tempered with good taete uod judgment. The supposition 
that the excitement canned by Ephialtes was alluded to in 
this play has also occurred to Schlegel, and bears much 
more appearance of probability than the generality of such 
theories. 

I cannot, however, agree with MuUer, that the action is 
almost at a stAnd-still in the " Choepbora;," There is not, 
it must be admitted, such Tehement progress as in the "Aga- 
memnon," but the discovery of Orestes by Electra, and the 
catastrophe of the play, are well \uiited by a continued series 
of incidents, which, though trivi.'il in themselves, lead on 
gradually and naturally to the consummation. The chief 
weakness of the play is in the character of Orestes. Hia 
dreadiiil purpose might well cause some wavering in hia 
determination. Sent irom the paternal home at an early age, 
he had not practically felt nil his mother's cruelty, and some 
lurking remains of tenderness for her might remain. But the 
wiU of heaven pursues him. The terrors of disease, of cala- 
mity in every shape, the Nemesis of the dead, all threaten 
him, should he swerve from his purpose. Like Ctesiphon in 
" Ion," a father's murder calls upon him for revenge. I have 
already touched upon the conclusion of the play, where 
Orestes seems to express a. degree of pity and compunction 
over the body of .iEgistbiis. I am aware that many will think 
the interpretation I have advocated rather too much for the 
text. The mention of praise tB eo slight, that it may seem 
scarcely enough to express the feelings I attribute to Orestes. 
But much might be done by the actor. Those who remember 
Macready's gesture and action in reading the few words 
o the slain Polonius, — 
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will readily perceive what pathos might be thrown into the 
brief speech of Orestes. 

To write upon the *' Eumenides" after Miiller, would be 
almost a useless task. So completely has this great scholar 
illustrated the spirit and allusions of this play, that the best 
commentator can do little but praise, quote, and refer to the 
German critic. It is difficult to say who is the chief per- 
sonage in the' play. The incident certainly turns upon 
Orestes, but there are so many different interests involved 
throughout the piece, that till the conclusion, when all parties 
are satisfied, we remain in suspense. 

I shall best conclude these remarks by expressing a hope 
that my efforts to contribute to an acquaintance with ^schy- 
lus may not be deemed an entire feulure. But I am painfully 
aware how much must be effected, how much got rid of, before 
we can congratulate ourselves on possessing ^scLylus in a 
state even approaching his original magnificence* 



PROMETHEUS' CHAINED. 



FROMKTtiKns, hDTing. by faia sttsntion Co the wants of meii, proToked 
the anger of Jove, is bound down, in a cleft of a rock in a diatant dpjett 
of Scytbia. Here be not only relates the wanderings, hut foretfilb tbe 
fatnre lot of In, and likewise alludes M the fall of Jove's dynaE 
Disdaining tn explain his meaniliK ta Mercary, he is swept iuta 
abyss amidst temfic huTricaoe and earthquakei 



PERSONS REPRESENTED. 



Strength. Foece, Vitlcan, Phomettieus. 



Stbenqth. 'We ft 



e to a plain, the distant boundary 



1 Lucian, in his dialogue entitled " Promethena," or " Ci 
gJTen occasional imitations nf passages in this ploy, n 
mfficient to amount to a paraphrase, as Dr. Blomlield a 
odes, as Lucian lays tbe scene at Ceucasns, he would ra 
bare bad the "Prometheus solutus" in mind. (See Schuti, Argum.) j 
But the ancients commonly made Ca-ucasua the seat of the pnnishmettt ] 
of Prometheus, and, as ^schyluB is not oyer pBrticnlBr it 
graphy, it is possible that he may be not altogether consiiieoi: wim 
himself. Lucian makes no mention of Strength and Force, bet brings 
in Mercnry at tbe beginning of the dialogue. Mareover, Mercory is 
repreiented in an excellent hnmour, and rallies Prometheus good-na. 
■ iredly upon bis tortures. Tfaua § 6, he says, i5 ix"- narairTiiiiTa 
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2 . PROMETHEUS. 2^23 

of the earth, to the Scythian track, to an untrodden^ de- 
sert. Vulcan, it behoyes thee that the mandates, which thy 
Sire imposed, be thy concern,— to bind this daring wretch* 
to the lofly-cragged rocks, in fetters of adamantine chains 
that cannot be broken. For he stole and gaye to mortals 
thy honour, the brilHancy of fire [that aids] aU arts*. Hence 
for such a trespass he must needs giye retribution to the 
gods; that he may be taught to submit to -the soyereignty of 
Jupiter, and to cease from his philanthropic disposition. 

ViTLCAN, Strength and Force, as far as you are concerned, 
the mandate of Jupiter has noW* its consummation, and there 
is no further obstacle. But I haye not tlbe courage to bind 
perforce a kindred god to this weather-beaten rayine. Yet 
in every way it is necessary for me to take courage for this 
task ; for a dreadful thing it is to disregard' the directions of the 
Sire'. Lofty-scheming son of right-coimselling Themis, un- 
willing shaU I riyet &ee unwilling in indissoluble shackles 
to this solitary rock, where nor voice nor form of any one of 
mortals shalt thou see'; but slowly scorched by the bright 

the chains of the fire-bringing Titan on the Caucasus by Hercules in 
journeying eastward — the ascent of lo from the valley of the Hybrites — 
"fSee Griffith's note on v. 717, on v^piar^g TroTafibg, which mttst be a 
proper name.] — towards the Caucasus ; and the myth of Phryxus and 
Helle, — all point to the sam^ path on which Phoenician navigators had 
earlier adventured.'' 

^ Dindorf, in his note, righdy approves the elegant reading a/3porov 
(= aTrav^pwTTOi') in lieu of the frigid a^arov. See Blomf. and Burges. 
As far as this play is concerned, the tract was not actually impassable, 
but it was so to mortals, 

* XfCDpy^c = pa^tovpyoc, Travovpyoc, KaKovpyoq. Cf. Liddell and 
Linwood, s. v. The interpretation and derivation of the etym. magn« 
h tS)v dvOpw-n'titv irXdaTriQ, is justly rqected by Dindorf, who remarks 
that ^schylus paid no attention to the fable respecting Prometheus being 
the maker of mankind. 

^ The epithet iravrixvov, which might perhaps be rendered " art-full," 
is explained by v. 110 and 254. 

< See Jelf, Gk. Gr. § 720, 2d. 

^ There seems little doubt that tiiopia^eiv is the right reading. Its 
ironical force answers to Terence's " probe curasti." 

^ I have spelt Sire in all places with a capital letter, as Jove is evi- 
dently meaut. See my note on v. 49. 

7 This is not a mere zeugma, but is derived from the supposition that 
sight was the chief of the senses, and in a manner included the rest. (Cf. 
Plato Tim. p. 533, C. D.) See the examples adduced by the commentators. 



33— so PliOMKTnEUS, 8 

blaze of the eun thou shalt loee the bloom of thy complexion; 
and to thee joj'ous shall night inspangled robe' veil the 
light; and the sun again disperse the boer-froBt of the room; 
and evennore shall the pain of the present evil waste thee ; 
for no one yet bora slmll release thee. Such fruits hast 
thou reaped from thy friendly disposition to mankind. For 
thou, a god, not crouching beneath the wrath of the gods, 
hast imparted to mortals honours beyond what was right. 
In requital whereof thou shalt keep ficntinel on this cheerless 
rock, standing erect, aleepless, not bending a knee*: and 
many laments and unavailing groans shalt thou utter; for 
the heart of iTupiter is hard to be entreated; and every one 
that has, newly acquired power is stem. 

St. Well.well! Why art thou delaying and vainly commise- 
rattng? Why loathest thou not the god thnt is most hate- 
ful to the gods, who has betrayed thy prerogative to mortals ? 

VuL. Relationship and intimacy are of great power, 

St, I grant it — but how is it possible to disobey the Site's 
word? Dreadest thou not this uie rather? 

Vui. Aye tridy thou art ever pitiless and fiill of boldness. 

Si. For to deplore this wretch is no cure [for him]. 
But concern not thou thyself vainly with matters that are of 
no advantage, 

VuL. much detested handiemfl;! 

8t. Wherefore loathest thou it! for with the ills now pre- 
sent thy craft in good truth is not at all chargeable. 

VuL. For all. that, I would that some other had obtained 
tbis. 

St, Every thing has been achieved except for the gods to ] 
rule; for no one is free save Jupiter*, 
Sdmder oa Mdhcos 5, 4nd Bojcs, Ulustratioas to Sept. c. Tb. 9B. J 
{liakijiearc has burleiqaed this idea in hia eiqaisiCe buBbonerj, KIid> 
tpnmer Night's DrBsm, act >. ec. 1. 

Fyratiau. I sec a vnice: now will I W tlio chink, 
To ipj ui I can hear mj Thlabj's fare, 

> Clxadion de rapt. Pros. II. 363. " StellunteB Doz picts Binne. 
OB Soph. Traoh. 94. 

' 1. 1. haiing no nst. Soph. (Ed. Col. 19. «2Xa jcofi^av rauf Iir' 
iXiarov irfrpou. 

* The ililGRuItieB of ttla passage ba.te been increased by no one of the < 
comraenlBtDra perceidng Che evident opposition between Otoi and Ziis, i 
As in the forniohi i> Ziv sal dioi, (cf, Plato ProUg. p. 193, B. ; Ariatoph, 1 
Plat. 1. with Berglii's note; Joli&n Cleg, pp. Dl, 59, 7G; DioDjg. BaL i 
X 1 
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VxTL. I know it— and I have nothing to say against it*. 

St.- Wilt thou not then bestir thyself to cast fetters about 
this wretch, that the Sire may not espy thee loitering? 

ViTL. Aye, and in truth you may see the manacles ready. 

St. Take them, and wiih. mighty force clench them with 
the mallet about Ms hands : rivet him close to the crags. 

VvL. This work of ours is speeding to its consummation 
and loiters not. 

St. Smite harder, tighten, slacken at no point, for he hath 
cunning to find outlets even from impracticable difficulties. 

ViTL. This arm at all events is fastened inextricably. 

St. And now clasp this securely, that he may perceive 
himself to be a duller contriver than Jupiter. 
• VuL. Save this [sufferer], no one could with reason find 
&ult with me 

St. Now by main force rivet the ruthless fang of an ada- 
mantine wedge right through his breast*. 

ViTL. Alas! alas! Prometheus, I sigh over thy sufferings. 

St. Again art thou hanging back, and sighest thou over 
the enemies of Jupiter? Look to it, that t£ou hast not at 
some time to mourn for thyself. 

Vtjl. Thou beholdest a spectacle ill-sighted to the eye. 

St. I behold this wretch receiving his deserts. But fling 
thou these girths ro\md his sides. 

Vtjl. I must needs do this; urge me not very much. 

St. Aye, but I will urge thee, and set thee on too. Move 
downwards, and strongly link his legs. 

VuL. And in truth the task is done with no long toil. 

St. With main force now smite the galling fetters, since 
stem indeed is the inspector of this work. 

A.. R. II. p. 80, 82—81, 2d, ed. Sylb.) so, from the time of Homer 
downwards, we find Zcvc constantly mentioned apart from the other gods 
^cf. II. I. 423. 494), and so also with his epithet irarript as in t. 4, 17, 
20, etc.) (Eustath. on II. T. I., p. Ill, 30, on Zc^g dXXaxov filv OTrXwc 
Trar^p iXtxOri,) There is evidently, therefore, the opposition expressed in 
the text : " 'tis not forthe other gods (f . e. roXg dWoig 9eois) to rule, but 
for Jove alone." This view was approved, but not confirmed, by Paley. 

^ See Dindiirf. 

2 Paley well observes that there is no objection to this interpretation, 
for if Prometheus could endure the daily gnawing of his entrails by the 
vulture, the rivets wouldn't put him to much trouble. Lucian, § 6, is 
content with fastening his hands to the two sides of the chasm. 
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Vut. Thy tongue sounds in accordance with thy form. 
St. Yield thou t« softness, but taunt not me with ru 
lessness and harshness of temper. 

Vjii.. Let us go; since he Lath the Khocklea about his | 

St. There now be insolent; and after pillaging the prero- | 
gatives of the gods, confer them on creatures of a day. In 
what wUl mortals be able to alleviate these agonies of thine? 
By no true title do the divinities call thee Prometheus; for 
thou thyself hast need of a Prometheus, by means of which 
you will slip out of this fate'. 

l^Exeiifil Stbemsth and Fokoe. 

Pkouethetts, divine ajthcr, and ye swift- winged 
hreeKes, and je fountains of rivers, and countless dimplmg' 
of the waves of the deep, and thou earth, mother of all — and 
to the all-seeing orb of the Sun I appeal; look upon me, 
what treatmeut I, a god, am enduring at the hand of the 
gods! Behold with what indignities mangled I shall have 
to wrestle through time of years innumerable. Such an 
ignominious bondage hath the new ruler of the immortals 
devised against me. Alas! alas! I sigh over the present 
suffering, and that which is coming on. How, where 
must a termination of these toils arise ? And yet what is it 
1 am saying? I know beforehand all fiiturity exactly, 
and no suffering will come upon me unlooked-for. But 
I needs must bear my doom as easily as may he, knowing 
as I do, that the might of Necessity cannot be resisted. 

But yet it is not possible for rae either to hold my peace 
or nol to hold my peace touching these my fortunes. Pot j 
having bestowed Imons upon mortals, I am enthralled 1 
' 1 these hardships. And I am he that searched 
me source of fire, by stealth borne-off enclosed i 

T&x^t? ^ rptnined by Dindorf, but Tfx^'t/g is defended by Gnffitba 
PBl>.-y. I Ihiok, niU) Burges, tbac it ia a glnsa upoa npo/iqSiiu 
So MiltOTi, P. L.W. 1G5. 

Cbeer'd with the graterol Btnell old 0««n imilei, 
rd Byron (openin? of Ibe Giaour) ! 

"" mildly dimpling Occhii'b cbcek 



^^jMld Byron 

■ ^ 
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fennel-rod*, which has shewn itself a teacher of every art 
to mortals, and a great resource. Such then as this is the 
vengeance that I endure for my trespasses, being rivetted in 
fetters beneath the naked sky. 

Hah! what sound, what ineffable odour* hath been 
wafted to me, emanating from a god, or from mortal, or of 
some intermediate nature ? Has there come any one to the 
remote rock as a spectator of my sufferings, or with what 
intent' I Behold me an ill-fated god in durance, the foe of 
Jupiter, him that hath incurred the detestation of all the 
gods who frequent the court of Jupiter, by reason of my ex- 
cessive friendliness to mortals. Alas! alas! what can this 
hasty motion of birds be which I again hear hard by me ? 
The air too is whistling feintly with the whirrings of 
pinions. Every thing that approaches is to me an object of 
dread. 

Chokits. Dread thou nothing ; for this is a friendly band 
that has come with the fleet rivalry of their pinions to this 
rock, after prevailing with diflBculty on the mind of our 
father. And the swiftly-Vafting breezes escorted me: for 
the echo of the clang of steel pierced to the recess of our 
grots, and banished my demure-looking reserve; and I sped 
without my sandals in my winged chariot. _^r^ 

Pb. Alas! alas! ye offspring of prolific H^tjjrs, and 
daughters of Ocean your sire, who rolLs around the whole 
earth in his unslumbering stream; look upon me, see clasped 
in what bonds I shall keep an unenviable watch on the top- 
most crags of this ravine. 

Ch. I see, Prometheus: and a fearful mist full of tears 
darts over mine eyes, as I looked on thy frame withering 

1 Literally " filling a rod," vXfipwros here being active. Cf. Agam. 
361, drrig TravaXwrov, Choeph. 296, 7ra/i00dpry fioptit. Pers. 105, 
TroXkfiovc irvpyohaiKTovQ. See also Blomfield, and Porson on Hes. H17> 
vdpOriH is "ferula" or "fennel-giant," the pith of which makes excel- 
lent fiel. Blomfield quotes Proclus on Hesiod, Op. 1, 52, " the vdpOrjK 
preserves fiame excellently, having a soft pith inside, that nourishes, but 
cannot extinguish the flame.'* For a strange fable connected with this 
theft, see -^lian Hist. An. VI. 51. 

3 On the preternatural 9cent supposed to attend the presence of a deity, 
cf. Eur. Hippol. 1391, with Monk's note, Virg. Mn. I. 403, and La 
Cerda. See also Boyes's Illustrations. 

» On d^ cf. Jelf, Gk. Gr. § 723, 2. 
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on the rncks' in these galling adamantine fetters: for nuw 
pilots nrc the mnsters of Olympufi; and Jove, contrary to 
right, lords it with new laws, and things aforetime had in 
rcTerence he is obliterating, 

Pb. Oh would that he had sent me hentath the earth, 
and below into the boimdlcas Tartarus of Hades that re- 
ceives the dead, after savapely Bocuring me in indissoluble 
bonda, 80 that no god at any time, nor any other being, 
had esulted in this my doom. Whereas now, hnpleaa one, 
I, the Hport of the winds, suffer pangs that gladden, my 
foes. 

Ch. Who of the gods is so hard-hearted as that thesft 
things should be grateful to him ? Who is there that sympa- 
thiaes not with thy sufferings, Jove excepted? He indeed, 
in his wrath, assuming an inflexible temper, is evermore 
oppresfung the celestial race ! nor will he cease before that 
either he shall have sated his heart, or some one hj some 
stratagem shall have seized upon his sovereignty that will be 
no easy prize. 

Ph, In truth hereafter the president of the immortnls* 
shall hare need of me. albeit that I am ignominiously suffer- 
ing in stuhbom shackles, to discover to him the new plot 
by which he is to he despoiled of hia sceptre and his honours. 
But neither shall he win me by the honey-tongued charms 
of persuasion; nor will I at any time, crouching beneath bis 
stem threats, divulge this matter, before he shall have released 
me from my cruel bonds, and shall be willing to ; ' ' ' 
retribution for this outr)tf;c. 

Ch. Thou indeed both art told, and yieldost nought to 
thy bitter calamities, but art over free in thy language. Bui 
piercing terror is worrying my soul ; ibr 1 fear for thy for- 
tunes. How, when wiU it be thy destiny to make the haven 
and see the end of these thy sufferings? for the son of 
Saturn has manners that supplication cannot reach, and an 
inexorable heart, 

' Elmslej's rending, wirpf .... r^ti, is preferred by Dindorf, t 
■eems more suitable to the pnaaage. But if ira read raiali, it will oo 
to the same thine, retaining wirpais. 

• Surely <ve should read this senCcDee interrogativelT, ae in v. 99. wH I 
run ii6xeaiv Xp^ ripfinrn tUv!" iTriTi'iXaii althong'h the editioi ' 
not ■gree u to that pusnge. 8a Bui^u. 
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Pb. I know tliat Jupiter is harsh, and keeps jnstioe 
to himself: but for idl that he shall hereafter be softened 
in purpose, when he shall be crushed in this way; and, 
after calming his unyielding temper with eagerness will he 
hereafter come into league and friendship with me that will 
eagerly [welcome him.] 

Ch. Unfold and speak out to us the whole story, from 
what accusation has Jupiter seized thee, and is thus disgrace- 
fully and bitterly tormenting thee. Inform us, if thou be in 
ne respect hurt by 4he recital, 

Pb. Painful indeed are these things for me to tell, and 
painful too for me to hold my peace, and in every way 
grievous. As soon as the divinities began discord, and 
a feud was stirred up among them with one another, — 
one party* wishing to eject Saturn from his throne, in order 
forsooth that Jupiter might be king, and others expediting 
the reverse, that Jupiter might at no time rule over the 
g^xls : — ^then I, when I gave the best advice, was not able to 
prevail upon the Titans, children of Uranus and Terra; but 
they, contemning in their stout spirits wi y schemes, fancied 
that without any trouble, and by dint of main force, they 
were to win the sovereignty. But it was not once only that 
my mother Themis, and Terra, a single person with many 
tities, had forewarned me of the way in which the fiiture 
would be accomplished; how it was destined, that, not 
by main force, nor by the strong hand, but by craft the 
victors should prevail. When, however, I explained such 
points in discourse, they deigned not to pay me any re- 
gard at all. Of the plans which then presented themselves 
to me, the best appeared, that I should take my mother 
and promptly side with Jupiter, who was right willing [to 
receive usj. And 'tis by means of my counsels that the 
murky abyss of Tartarus overwhelms the antique Saturn, 
allies and all. After thus being assisted by me, the tyrant 
of the gods hath recompensed me with this foul recom- 
pense. For somehow this malady attaches to tyranny, not 

^ NominatiTus Pendens. Soph. Antig. 259, X<$yoc S* iv dW^XoKriv 
ippoOovv KUKoi, (pvXaK i\kyxf»fv ^vXaica, where see Wunder, and Elmsley 
•on Eur. Heracl. 40. But it is probably only the <rxw^ "^o-^' oKov Kai 
^epoQt on which see Jelf, Gk. Gr. § 478, and the same thing takes place 
with the accusative, as in Antig. 21, sq. 561. Sec Erfurdt on 21. 
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to put coiifidcncc in Its friends. Gut for your inquiries 
upon what diai^e is it that he outruns mi!, this I will make 
clear. As soon as he had estahlished himself on his fiither'a 
throne, ho assigns forthwitli to the ditfereat divinities each 
his honours, and he was morshaLling in order his empire: 
but of wue-begone mortals he miide no uccount, but wished, 
after having annihilated the entire race, to plant another new 
one. And these sehemcs no one opposed except myself. But 
I dared : I ransomed mortals from being utterly destroyed, and 
going down to Hades. 'Tis for this, in tiuth, that 1 am 
beut by sufferings such as these, agonising to eoduie, and 
piteous to look upon. I that bad compassion for mortals, 
haTe myself been deemed unworthy to obtain tliie, but mer- 
cUessly am thus coerced to oi'der, a sjicctacle inglorious tu 

Ch, Iron-hearted and formed of rock too, Prometheus, is 
he, who condoles not with tlij toils r for I could have wished 
never to have beheld them, and now, when I behold tkem, 
I am, pained in my heart. 

Pit. Aye. in very deed I am a piLoous object for friends to 
bobold. 

Cn. And didst thou chance to advance even beyond this? 

Pb. Yea ! I prevented mortals from foreseeing their 

Ch. By finding what remedy for this malady ? 

pR. I cftusL'd blind hopes to dwell within them. 

Ch. In this thou guveat a mighty benefit to mortals. 

Pb. Over and above these boons, however, I imparted fire 
to them. 

Ch. And do the creatures of a day now possess bright 
fire? 

Pb. Yea — from which they will moreover leam thoroughly 

I chai^^s such as these that Jupiter is 
both visiting thee with indignities, and in no wise grants 
thee a respite from thy pains? And is no period to thy toils 
set before thee? 

Pr. None other as.iiuredly, but when it may please him, 
Ch. And how shall it be hia good pleasure? What hope 
is there i Soest thou not that thou didst err ? but how thou 
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didst err, I cannot relate with pleasiu'e, and it would be I 
pain to you. But let us leaye these poiats, and seardh t2iot 
for some escape from thine agbny. 

Pr. "lis easy, for any one that hath his foot wam^ 
tangled by sufferings, both to exhort and to admonish hitt' 
that is in evil plight. But I knew all these things willingly, 
willingly I erred, I will not'gainsay it : and in doing servioe 
to mortals I brought upon myself sufferings. Yet not at tSL 
did I imagine, tlmt, in such a pimishment as this, I was to 
wither away upon lofty rocks, meeting with this desolate 
solitary crag. And yet wail ye not over my present 80^ 
rows, but after alighting on the ground, list ye to the fortune 
that is coming on, that ye may learn the whole throughout 
Yield to me, yield ye, take ye a share in the woes of him 
that is now suffering. Hence in the same way doth cala- 
mity roaming to and fro settle down on different indi- 
viduals. 

Ch. Upon those who are nothing loath hast thou urged 
this, Prometheus: and now having with light step quitted 
my rapidly- wafted chariot-seat, and the pure aether, highway 
of the feathered race, I will draw near to this rugged ground: 
and I long to hear the whole tale of thy suffeiings. 

Enter Ocean. 

I am arrived at the end of a long journey*, having passed 
over [it] to thee, Prometheus, guiding this winged steed of 
mine, swift of pinion, by my will, without a bit ; and, rest 
assured, I sorrow with thy misfortimes. For both the tie of 
kindred thus constrains me, and, relationship apart, there is 
no one on wjiom I would bestow a larger share [of my regard] 
than to thyself. And thou shalt know that these words are 
sincere, and that it is not in me vainly to do lip-service : 
for come, signify to me in what it is necessary for me to assist 
thee ; for at no time shalt thou say that thou hast a stauncher 
friend than Oceanus. 

Pr. Hah ! what means this ? and hast thou too come to 
be a witness of my pangs ? How hast thou ventured, aft^r 
quitting both the stream that bears thy name, and the rock- 

^ See Linwood's Lexicon, s. v. AfidpUf whose construing I have fol- 
lowed. 
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roofed Belf-wroiight' giots, to come into the iion-tcpniin|f 
land? la it that you may conleniplate my misfortunes, and 
as sympathising with my woes thnt thou Iiost come? Behold 
a spectacle, me here the friend of Jupiter, that helped to 
establish his sovereignty, with what pains I am bent by 

Oc. I see, Proraethens, and to thee, subtle as thou art, I 
wish to give the beat counsel. Know thyself, and assnme to 
thyself new manners ; fur among the gods too there is a new 
monarch. But if thou wilt utter words thus harsh and whet- 
ted, Jupiter mayhap, though seated far aloft, will hear thee, 
BO that the present bitterness of sufferings will aeem to thee 
to be child's play. But, hapless one, dismiss the passion 
which ihow feeleat, and search for a deliverance from these 
sufferings of thine. Old-fashioned maxims these, it may be, 
1 appear to thee to utter; yet such become the wages of the 
tongue that talks too proudly. But not even yet art thott 
humble, nor submittesl to ilk; and in addition to those that 
already beset thee, thou art wQliiig to bring others upon thee. 
Yet not, if at least thou takest me for thy instructor, wilt 
thou stretch out thy log against the pricks ; as thou seest that 
a harsh monarch, and one that is not subject to control, is 
lording it. And now I for my part will go, and will essay, 
if I be able, to disenthral thee from these thy pangs. But be 
thou still, nor be over impetuous in thy language. What ! 
knoweat thou not exactly, extremely intelligent as thou aili 
that punishment is inflicted on a froward tongue ? 

Pa. I give thee joy, because that thou hast escaped cei 
after taking part in and venturing along with me in all things. 
And now leave him alone, and let it not concern thee. Fi " 
in no wise wilt thou persuade him ; for he is not open \ 
persuasion. And look thou well to it that thou take not harm 
thyself by the journey. 

Oo. Tiiou 01% far better calctdated by nature to instruct 

■ Cr. Virg. Mn. I. 167, "IntoasqueedulcM, moqaa sediUa muo. " 
" The rudest habitntion. yo miEht think 
That it hid apriing from earth aeir-raiacd, or grnicn 
Ont of Iha living rock." Wordswortli'B Excursion. Book W 
Compare a most pietnreaqoe deaoriptian of Diaiia'a csve, in Apnl. Met. 
II.p.ll6; Elm. TelemBchua, Bookl.i UudioE, cb. viiLj Laae'i Arabiaa 
higbti', vol. iii. p. 3B5. 
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thy neighbours than thyself: I draw my conclusion from &ct, 
and not from word. But think not for a moment to divot 
me from the attempt. For I am confident, yea, I am confides^ 
that Jupiter will grant me this boon, so as to release thee 
from these pangs of thine. 

Pb. In part I commend thee, and will by no means at airf 
time cease to do so. For in zeal to serve me thou lackeit 
nothing. But trouble thyself not ; for in vain, without being 
of any service to me*, wilt thou labour, if in any respect thou 
art willing to labour. But hold thou thy peace, and keep thy- 
self out of harm's way ; for I, though I be in misfortune, womd 
not on this account be willing that sufferings should beM as 
many as possible. No, indeed, since also the disasters of my 
brother Atlas gall my heart, who is stationed in the western 
regions, sustaining on his shoulders the pillar of heaven and 
of earth, a burthen not of easy grasp. I commiserated too 
when I beheld the earthbom inmate of the Cilician caverns, 
a tremendous prodigy, the hundred-headed impetuous Typhon, 
overpowered by force, who withstood all the gods, hissing 
slaughter from his hungry jaws; and from his eyes there 
flashed a hideous glare, as though he would perforce over- 
throw the sovereignty of Jove. But the sleepless shaft of 
Jupiter came upon him, the descending thunderbolt breathing 
forth flame, which scared him out of his presumptuous brava- 
does ; for having been smitten to his very soul he was crum- 
bled to a cinder, and thunder-blasted in his prowess. And 
now, a helpless and paralyzed form, is he lying hard by a 
narrow frith, pressed down beneath the roots of JEtna*. ^d, 

^ Although Dindorf has left QKEANOS before the lines beginning with 
ov diJTaf yet; as he in his notes, p. 54, approves of the opinion of Elmsley 
(to which the majority of critics assent;^ I have continued them to Pro- 
metheus. Dindorf (after Burges) remarks that the particles ov SiJTa 
deceived the copyists, who thought that they pointed to the commence- 
ment of a new speaker's address. He quotes Soph. CEd. C^ 433 ; Eur. 
Alcest. 555 ; Heracl. 507, sqq., where it is used as a continuation of a 
previous argument, as in the present passage. 

3 It has been remarked that ^Eschylus had Pindar in mind, see Pyth. 
1. 3 1 , and VIII. 20. On this fate of Enceladus cf. Philostrat. de V. ApolL 
V. 6; ApoUodorus I. ; Hygin. Fab. 152; and for poetical descriptioas. 
Cornel. Severus ^tna, 70, " Gurgite Trinacrib morientem Jupiter ^tna 
Obruit Enceladum, vasti qui pondere mentis JEstuat, et patulis ezspirat 
faunibus ignes." Virg. JEn, III, 578j Valer. Flacc. II. 24; Ovid. Met. 
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seated on the topmost peaks, "Vulcan foi^s the molten 
masses, whence there ehall one day burst forth floods de- ' 
Touring with fell jaws the level fields of fruitful Sicily: with 
rage such as this shall Typhnn l>oil over in hot artillery of a 
never-glutted fire-brealhing storm ; aiheit he hath been re- 
duced to afihes by the thunderbolt of Jupiter. But thou art 
no novice, nor needest thou me for thine instructor. Save 
thyself as best thou fcnowest how; but I will exhaust my 
preucnt fate until sueh time as the spirit of Jupiter ' " 
abate ita wrath. , 

Oo. Knowest thou not this then, Prometheus, that words 
are the physicians of a distempered feehng' ? 

Pb. True, if one eeasouably soften down the heart, and do 
not with rude violence reduce a swelhng spirit. 

Oc. Aye, but in foresight along with boldness* what 
mischief is there that thou seest to be inherent ? inform d 

Pb. Superfluous trouble and trifling folly. 

Oc. Suffer me to sicken i" *'■-" """' -■'-'—• 
the highest advantage for Oi 

V.Fiib. V. 6; CUadian, dernpta Pros. 1.155; Orph. Arg. 1256. Strabo, 
I. p. *2, makes Hesiod Hcqaninted mth these eruptions. (See Goettling 
on Tbeog. 821.) Bot PmmethEua here niters a prophecj concerning in 
empcian thai reallji took place during tbe life of jEachylus, OI. 75, 2, 
B.C. 479. Cf. ThacTdides III. 116; Cluicr, Sicil. Antlg. p. 104, and 
lUndorfi clear and learned note. There can be little doubt hut Enc«- ' 
ladoB andTyphon are only different naroea for the same monster, flurgea 
has well remarked the resemblance between the Egyptian Typho and the 
Grecian, sod considers them both as " two outward forma of one internal 
idea, repre&enting the destmctive principle of matter opposed to tho 
creatire." 1 shall refer the reader to Plutarch's entertaining treatise on 
liis and Osiris: but to qoote authorities from Herodotus down to tbe 
Apologetic Patheni, would he eodleu. 

' 1 think, notwithstanding tbe arguments of Diiidorf, that ipyrji; 
voaoiaiii means " a mind distempered," and that \o-ioi mean " argu- 
ments, reisonings." Boyes, who always shows a poflital appreciation of 
his author, aptly quotes Spanser's Fairy Queen, b. 3. c. B, tt. 26. 
" Words well dispoat, 
HsTB secrete powre t' appeoae inflamed mge." 
And Samson Agonistes ! 

"Apt words have power to swage 



' Intellige aujaciam pradestid conjtmetam. 
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Pb. (Not §0, for) this trespass will seem to be mine. 

Oc. Thy language is plainly sending me back to mf 
home. 

Pb. Lest thy lamentation OYer me bring thee into ill-wiO. 

Oc. What with him who hath lately seated himself on tiM ' 
throne that ruleth over all ? 

Pb. Beware of him lest at any time his heart be mani 
to wrath. 

Oc. Thy disaster, Prometheus, is my monitor. 

pR. Away! withdraw thee, keep thy present determi- 
nation. 

Oc. On me, hastening to start, hast thou urged this in- 
junction ; for my winged quadruped flaps with his pinions liie 
smooth track of eether ; and blithely would he recline hif 
limbs in his stalls at home. [JSvtV Oceait. 

Ch. I bewail thee for thy lost fate, Prometheus. A flood 
of trickling tears from my yielding eyes has bedewed my 
cheek with its humid gushings : for Jupiter commanding this 
thine imenviable doom by laws of his own, displays ^ 
spear appearing superior o*er the gods of old^. And now 
the whole land echoes with wailing— they wail thy stately 
and time-graced honours, and those of thy brethren; ana 
all they of mortal race that occupy a dwelling neighbouring 
on haUowed Asia' mourn with thy deeply-deplorable sun 
ferings : the virgins that dwell in the land of Colchis too, fear- 
less of the fight, and the Scythian horde who possess the most 
remote region of earth around lake Maeotis : and the warlike 
flower of Arabia', who occupy a fortress on the craggy 

* aixfid is rendered " indoles" by Paley (see on Ag. 467.) Linwood 
by "authority," which is much nearer the truth, as the spear was ancientiy 
used for the sceptre. Mr. Burges opportunely suggests Pindar's iyxof 
i^oLKOTov, which he gives to Jupiter, Nem. .4[^ 90. 

' Asia is here p'ersonified. ■ * 

' All commentators, from the scholiast downwards, are naturally but- 
prised at this mention of Arabia, when Prometheus is occupied in do* 
scribing the countries bordering on the Euxine. Burges conjectoreB 
*A(Sdpiog, which he supports with considerable learning. But although 
the name 'Apdpidcs (mentioned by Suidas) might well be given to 
.those who dwelt in unknown parts of the earthy from the legendary 
travels of Abaris with his arrow, yet the epithet aptiov dvBag seems to 
point to some really existing nation, while *Apdpuc would rather seem 
proverbial. Till then we are more certain, JSschylus must still stand 
chargeable with geographical inconsistency. 



422 — 153 PliOMETHBCB. . 16 

heighte in tko neiglibourhood of Caucasus, a warrior-iiost, 
clamouring amid sbiirplj'-barbcd Bpcara. 

One other god ooly iudccd have I heretofore beheld ia 
miseries, the Titan Atlas, ^bdued by the galling of uda- 
maatlDe' bonds, who evermore in his back is groaning beneath' 
the excessive mighty mass of the pole of heaven. And the 
billow of the deep roars as it falls in cadence, the depth 
moans, and the murk; vault of Hades nimbles beneath the 
earth, and the fountains of the pure etreamiug rivers wail 
for his piteous pains. 

Pb. Do not, I pray you, suppose that I am holding my 
peace from pride or self-will: but by reflection am I gnawed 
to the heart, seeing myself thus ignominously entreated'. 
And yet who but myself defined completely the preroga- 
tive for these same new gods ? But on these matters I 
say nothing, for I should speak to you already acquainted 
with these things. But for tlie misfortunes that existed 
amoi^ mortals, hoar how 1 made them, that aforetime Kved 
as in&nts. rational and possessed of intellect'. And I will 
tell you, having no complaint ogninst mankind, us detailing 
the kindness of the boons which I bestowed upon them : — 
they who at first seeing saw in vain, hearing they heard 
not. But, like to the forms of dreams, for a long time 
they used to huddle together all things at random, and ' 
nought knew they about brick-built' and sun-word houses, 
nor carpentry: but they dwelt in the exeavated earth like 

' I hiiTO followed Barges and Dindttrf, althoiigh tte latter retaina 

' Why Dindorf should have adopted Hentisnn'a Irijfid IrirouTfyaKti, ia 
Dot easily seen. The reader will liowerer find tiriffitb'a foot-note well 
dcserring of inapecCioa. 

' On vpova^oOfiivifV, see Dindorf. 

* Among tlie myibogiaphi diBoovered by Mali, and dubsequentlj edited 
by Bode, the reader will And aome alleg-orical explanations of these be- 
nefits giTan by PromethenB. See Myth, primus I. 1, and terlius 3, 10, 9. 
They are, however, little else than eompilalions from the commentury of 
Serrins on Mrgil, and the silly, but amusing, mythology of Fulgentius. 
On the endoWDient of speech and reason tti men by Prometheus, r-f. 
Themiat. Or. iitI. p. 323, C. D. and x.sya. p. 33S, C. ed. Hard.; and 
for general illustrations, the notes of Waase on Sallust, Cat. sub itiit. 

' Brick-building ie ficat ascribed to Enryalua and Hyperbiua, two 
brothers at Athens, by Pliny, H. N. vii. 56, quoted by Stanley. Afiec 
; sMi^ ^ta of beams, Biled in with turf-clods, were probably the 6rtt 
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tiny emmets in the sunless depths of caverns. And they had 
no sure sign either of winter, or of flowery spring, or of 
fruitful summer: but they used to do every thing withoot 
judgment, \mtil indeed I showed to them the risings of the 
stars and their settings^, hard to be discerned. 

And verily I discover for them Numbers, the surpassing 
all inventions', the combinations too of letters, and Memoiy, 
effective mother-nurse of all arts. I also first bound with 
yokes beasts submissive to the collars; and in order that 
with their bodies they might become to mortals substitutes 
for their severest toils, I brought steeds under cars obedient 
to the rein', a slory to pompous luxury. And none other 
than I invented the canTas-^^nged chaiots of mariners tluit 
roam over the ocean. After discovering for mortals su(^ 
inventions, wretch that I am, I myself have no device whereby 
I may escape from my present misery. 

Ch. Thou hast suffered imseemly ills, baulked in thy dis- 
cretion thou art erring; and like a bad physician, having 
fallen into a distemper thou art feint-hearted, and, in re- 
ference to thyself, thou canst not discover by what manner of 
medicines thou mayest be cured. 

Pb. When thou hearest the rest of my tale, thou wilt 
wonder still more what arts and resources I contrived. For 
the greatest — ^if that any one fell into a distemper, there was 
no remedy, neither in the way of diet, nor of liniment, nor 
of potion, but for lack of medicines they used to pine away 
to skeletons, before that I pointed out to them the composition* 
of mild remedies, wherewith they ward off all their maladies. 

dwellings of men. See Mallet's Northern Antiquities, p. 217, ed. Bolm. 
This whole passage has been imitated by Moschion apud Stob. Eel. Phys. 
I. 11, whilst the early reformation of men has ever been a favourite 
theme for poets. Cf. Eurip. Suppl. 200 sqq.; Manilius I. 41^ sqq.; 
and Bronkhus. on TibuU. I. 3, 35. 

^ Cf. Apul. de Deo Socr. § II. ed. mese, ** quos probe callet, qd 
signorum ortus et obitus comprehendit/' Catullus (in a poem iTir>itBtf<j 
from Callimachus) carm. 67, 1. " Omnia qui magni dispezit lumint 
mundi, Qui stellarum ortus comperit atque obitus.'' See on Agam. 7* 

^ On the following discoveries consult the learned and entertaining 
notes of Stanley. 

* Vyayov (piXrivlovQ, i. e. ijare <piKriviovc ilvai, 

* See the elaborate notes of Blomfield- and Burges, from .whence all 
the other commentators have derived their, ic^rmation. K/oacric is what 
Scribonius Iiargus caUs " compositio.'' Cf. Rbodii Lexicon Scribon* 
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Many modes too of the divining art did I cloflsiiy, and was 
tlie first that discriminated among dreams those which are 
(leBtiiied to be a true TiBion ; obscure vocal omens' too I made 
known to them ; tokens also incidental on the road, and the 
flight of birds of crooked talons I clearly defined, both those 
that are in their nature auspicious, and the ill-omened, and 
-what the kind of life that each leads, and what are their 
feuds and endearments' and intercourse one with another ; 
the smoothness too of the entrails, and what hue they must 
have to be acceptable to the gods, the various happy for- 
mations of the gaU and liver, and the limbs enveloped in fiit: 
and having roasted the long chine I pointed out to mortals the ■ 
way into an abstruse art ; and I brought to light the fiery sjtu- 
bob' that were aforetime wrapt ia darkness. Such indeed were 
these boons; and the gains to mankind that were hidden 
under ground, brass, iron, silver, and gold, — who could assert 
tbat be had discovered before me ? No one, I well know, 
who does not mean to idly babble. And in one brief sentence 
learn the whole at once — All arte among the human race are 
from Prometheus. 

Ch. Do not now serve the hnroaa race beyond what is 
profitable, nor disregard thyself in thy distress : since I have 
good hopes that thou shalt yet be liberated from these shackleSj 
and be not one whit less powerful than Jove. 

Ph. Not at all in this way is Fate, that brings events to 
their consummation ordained to accomplish these things : but 

p. 36i — £•: Senraua SaniniDnicuB " sjnlheaia." The former writer ol)- 
BCrres in hia preface, p. 2, " est enim h.iec pars (rompositio, ecilirit) me- 
dicine ut maiime Deeessaria, iCa cerCe antlquiesima, et ob boo primuai 
celebrata atque illustrala. Siqaidem yenim eac, antiquoa herbis ac radi. 

' Apul. do Deo Soot. 5 20, ed, men. " ul Tidemua plensque asu 
- venire, qni nimia aminum superstitioue, Don euople cards, tei alterioi 
Terbo, regustur: et per angiporta reptsutee, consilia ex allenia vocibua 
coUigunt." 3ucb was the voice tliat appeared to Socrates. See Plato 
Theog. p. 11. A. Xenoph. ApoL 12; Proclua in Aldb. Prim, 13, p. 41, 
Creuz. See aleo Stanley's not;, 

' On tbesE augurial teroia see Abresch. 

' Althougb Ibe Vatican mjlbologist BboTe quoted observes of Proma. 

i»Tit^" I should neverthelesa follow Stanley and'Blomfield, in nnder- 
sUading these words to apply to the omens derived from tlie flame nnd 
»iin^r ascending from tlie aacrifices. 
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after liaving been bent by countless sufferings and calamities, 
thus am I to escape from my shackles. And art is &r less 
powerful than necessity. * 

Ch. Who then is the pilot of necessity? 

Pb. The triform Fates and the remembering Furies. 

Ch. Is Jupiter then less powerful than these? 

Pb. Most certainly he cannot at any rate escape hia 
doom}. 

Ch. Why, what is doomed for Jupiter but to reign for 
evermore ? 

Pb. This thou mayest not 3ret learn, and do not press it. 

Ch. 'Tis surely some solemn mystery that thou veilest. 

Pb. Make mention of some other matter ; it is by no means 
seasonable to proclaim this ; but it must be shrouded in deepest 
concealment : for it is by keeping this secret that I am to 
escape from my ignominious ^acldes and miseries. 

Ch. Never may Jupiter, who directs all things, set his 
might in opposition to my purpose ; nor may I be backward . 
in attending upon the gods at their hallowed banquets, at 
which oxen are sacrificed, beside the restless stream of my sire 
Ocean ; and may I not trespass in my woi:ds ; but may this 
feeling abide by me and never melt away. Sweet it is 
to pass through a long lifo in confident hopes, making the 
spirits swell with bright merriment; but I shudder as I 
behold thee harrowed by agonies incalculable .... For not 
standiDg in awe of Jupiter, thou, Prometheus, in thy self-wiU 
honourest mortals to .excess. Come, my friend, own how 
boonless was the boon ; say where is any aid ? What relief 
can come from the creatures of a day ? Sawest thou not the 
powerless weakness, nought better than a dream, in which the 
blind race of men is entangled ? Never shall at any time the 
schemes of mcfltals evade fiie harmonious system of Jupiter. 
This I learned by witnessing thy destructive fate, Prometheus. 
And far different is this strain that now flits towards me from 
that hymenseal chant which I raised around the baths and 
thy couch with the consent' of nuptials, when, after having ' 

1 Cf. Herodot. I. 91> quoted by Blomfield : rrjv TrevpbJfikvriv fioi^v 
&Svvard ian Atroipvykeiv Kal Ttf Oetf, On this Pythagorean notion of 
^schylus see Stanley. 

2 Or, "m pleasure at the nuptials.'' See Linwood. Burges: "for 
the one-ness of marriage." 
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■won Hesione with thy love-tokens, thou didst conduct her 
OUT sister to be thy bride, the. sharer of thy bed. 
Enter lo'. 
"What land ia this? what race? whom shall I say 1 here 
behold Htorra-tossed in rocky fetters? Of what trespass is 
the retribution destroying thee ? Declare fo me iiito what 
part of earth. I forlorn have roamed. Ah me! alas! alaa! 
again the hornet' stings me miserable ; O earth avert* the 
goblin of earth-hom Argue*: I am terrified at the sight of 
the neatierd of thousand eyea, for he is journeying on, 

> No clue is fciveti u to the form in which lo vbi npreaented on the 
Btage. In t, 848, the promise IvtbvBb hi\ ai 7.tiz riSr/my !fiij,pova doe« 
not imply any bodily change, hut thnt lo laboured nniier a mental 
ddusinn. Still the mythologi^U are against na, who agree in making ber 
transforntation complete. Perhaps >be was represented with borne, lika 
the Egyptian fignres of Isis, but in other reapects as a virgin, which i* 
somewhat confirmed by i. B92, ArXireic pf)ky^a rac fioigipu irapBivavi 
^ "gii-ttj " or " hriifl." See the commenlafors. 
' On the diEcrepancies of reading, see Dind. With the vhole passaga 
compare Nonnua, Dionys. III. p. 62, 2. 

rawpo^K^C Bti iropric iifi«/3ofii»oio Trpoa-iirau 

tl^ ayiXjjv dypavAo^ iXaJrvfTO uvvinfio^ 'ti!i. 

■ai Safiikiis dyptnrvov iflqicaro ^Du«riXoi'"Hpi| 

vduAdv Air\ariiairi KucaaiMkvov 'Apyov 6iriiiTai£, 

Ziivhe i^rnfiVTijpa ^aotpaipav viifvatav 

Zijv^ iOijilTaio %al l^ vop6s> ^t Kovpijt 

i^floX/wie Tpouiouffd irDXi^/Xlivoio iiop^oE. 

yiiio(3dpi|ii it fiuwiri napnooo^vi) Si/iat 'Iib 
iDviijc [aXoc] olliia tariypa^c ^niraSt xi^f- 

5X01 KaiiiQ'AiyvirTov— 
Hiis writer, who cnnutantly has the .\Cbenisn dramatists in viev, pnnnei 
the nsrratise of lo's wanderings with an evident reference to Jlichylnj. 
See other illustrations fnjio tha pocta in Stanley's notes. 

* The ghoBt of Argna wns doubtless wbioisicaUy represented, but pro- 
bably without the wnate of flour that is pBcnIiar to modem itage spectra 
Perbeps, as Bdt^ deseribes, " a mute in a dress roaembling a peacock' 
tail expanded, and with a Pan's pipe slung to his side, wlicb evei 
anon be seeni!! to sound; and witji a goad in his band, mounted at 
end with a representation of a hornet or gad-fly." But Ibis phantom, 
like Macbeth's dagger, is anppoiied to be in the mind only. With 
■imitar idea Apuleius, Apol. p. 315, ed. Elm. invokes npon M^ '" ~ 

in the following mild terms: ".'■ - -i-s ■- 

quidquid umbrarum eat uaquai 

quidquid bin,-amm ocnlis tuia oggerai;: ommn ni 
omnia bustoroin formiilainina, omnia aepulchroroi 
^libni tamen wto enerito baud longe abes. ' ' 
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keeping a cunmng glance, whom not even after death 
does earth conceal: but issuiag forth from, among the de- 
parted he chases me miserable, and he makes me to wan« 
der famished along the shingled strand, while the sound- 
ing wax-compacted pipe drones on a sleepy strain. Oh! 
oh! ye powei*s! Oh! powers! whither do my &r-roaming 
wanderings convey me? In what, in what, O son of Sa- 
turn, hast thou, having found me transgressing, shackled 
me in these pangs? Ah! ah! and ait thus wearii^ out a 
timorous wretch phrensied with sting-^driven fear. Bum me 
with fire, or bury me in earth, or give me for food to the 
monsters of the deep, and grudge me not these prayers, . 
king! Amply have my mudi-traversed wanderings harassed 
me; nor can I discover how I may avoid pain. Hearest 
thou the address of the ox-homed maiden? 

Fb. How can I fail to hear the damsel that is phrenzy* 
driven by the hornet, the daughter of Inachus, who warms 
the heart of Jupiter with love, and now, abhorred of Juno, 
is driven perforce courses of exceeding length? 

lo. From whence utterest thou the name of my father? 
Tell me, the woe-begone, who thou art, who, I say, O hap- 
less one, that hast thus correctly accosted me miserable, and 
hast named the heaven-inflicted disorder which wastes me, 
fretting with its maddening stings? Ah! ah! violently 
driven by the famishing tortures of my boimdings have I 
come a victim to the wrathful counsels of Juno. And of the 
ill-fated who are there, ah me! that endure woes such as 
mine ? But do thou clearly define to me what remains for me 
to suffer, what salve^ : what remedy there is for my malady, 
discover to me, if at all thou knowest: speak, teU it to the 
wretched roaming damsel. 

Pk. I will tell thee clearly everything which thou desirest 
to learn, not interweaving riddles, but in plain language, as 
it is right to open the mouth to friends. Thou seest him 
that bestowed fire on mortals, Prometheus. 

lo. O thou that didst dawn a common benefit upon mor- 
tals, wretched Prcmietheus, as penance for what offence art 
thou thus suffering? 

1 I have followed' Dindorfs elegant emendation. See his note, and 
Blomf. on Ag. 1. 



Pk. I have just ceased lamenting my own pangs. 

lo. Wilt thou not then accord to me this boon? 

Fr. Say what it is that thou art asking, for thou mighteat 
leam every thing from me. 

lo. Say who it was that bound thee fast in this cleft? 

Pa. The decree of Jupiter, but the hand of Vulcan. 

lo. And for what oSeoces art thou pnyiiig the penalty? 

Fr. Thus much alone is all that t can clearly explain to 
thee. 

To. At least, in addition to this, discover what time 
be to me woe-worn the limit of ray wanderings. 

Fr. Not to leam this is better for thee than to leam h 

lo. Yet conceal not from me what I nm to endurs, 

Pe. Nay, I gnidjje thee not this gift. 

lo. Why then dcUiyest thou to utter the whole? 

pR. 'Tis not reluctance, but I am loth to shock thy 
feelings. 

lo. Do not he more anxious on my account than is agree- 
able to me'. 

Fr. Since thou art eager, I must needs tell thee: attend 

Ch. Not yet, however; but grant me also a share of the 
pleasure. Let ua first leam the malady of this maiden, from 
her own tale of her destructive' fortunes; but, for the sequel 
of her afflictions let her be iuformed by thee. 

Fr. It is thy part, lo, to minister to the gratification of 



id that 
id lament 
from the 



these now before thee, both for all otbei 
they are the siatera of thy fiithep. Since to weep 
over misfortunes, when one is cure to win a tO! 
listeners, is well worth the while. 

lo. 1 know not how 1 should disobey you; am 
tale ye shall leam every thii^ that ye desire: and yet I 
pained even to speak of the tempest that hath been sent 
upon me from heaven, and the utter marring of my per- 

1 After the Mmorli 
mast lie Ihe eense, w 
f) 4tfc wi'h the Bbove m 
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son, whence it suddenly came upon me, a wretched crea- 
ture ! For nightly yisions thronging to my maiden chamber, 
would entice me with smooth words: "O damsel, greatly 
fortunate, why dost thou live long time in maidenhood, whea 
it is in thy power to adiieye a match the very noblest ? for 
Jupiter is fired by thy charms with the shaft of passion, 
and longs with thee to share in love. But do not, my child, 
spurn away from thee the couch of Jupiter ; but go forth 
to Lema's fertile mead, to the folds and ox-staUs of thy 
father, that the eye of Jove may have respite from its long- 
ing/' By dreams such as these was I imhappy beset every 
night, until at length I made bold to tell my sire of the 
dreams that haunted me by night. And he despatched 
both to Pytho and to Dodona^ many a messenger to consult 
the oracles, that he might learn what it behoved him to do 
or say, so as to perform what was well-pleasing to the 
divinities. And they came bringing a report back of pra- 
■cles ambiguously worded, indistinct, and obscurely deli- 
vered. But at last a clear response came to Inachus, plainly 
charging and directing him to thrust me forth both from my 
home and my coimtry, to stray an outcast to earth's remotest 
limits; and that, if he would not, a fiery- visaged thunder- 
' bolt would come from Jupiter, and utterly blot out his 
whole race. Overcome by oracles of Loxias such as these, im- 
willing did he expel and exclude me imwiUing from his dwel- 
ling : but the bit of Jupiter* perforce constrained him to do this. 
And straightway my person and my mind were distorted, 
and homed, as ye see, stimg by the keenly-biting fly, I 
rushed with mamac boundings to the sweet stream of Cerch- 
neia, and the fountain* of Lema: — and the earth-bom neat- 
heard Argus of untempered fierceness, kept dogging me, 
peering after my footsteps with thick-set eyes. Him, how- 
ever, an unlooked-for sudden fate bereaved of life; but I 

* With the earlier circumstances of tins narrative compare the beautiM 
story of Psyche in Apuleius, Met. IV. p. 157> sqq. Elm. 

' Cf. Ag. 217, Irrel ^ &vdyKas tdv Xkiradvov, 

• Kprivrjv is the elegant conjecture of Canter, approved by Dindorf. 
In addition to the remarks of the commentators, the tradition preserved 
by Pausanias II. 15, greatly confirms this emendation. He remarks, 
wpovQ 8k aicu c^ixnv IutI rd juvfiaray irk^v rStv iv Aspvy. It wai 
probably somewhat proverbial. 
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Loraet-strikcn am driven by the scourge divine from land 
to land. Thou heuiest what Jibs taken place, and if than 
art able to say what pangs there remain for me, declare 
them; and do not, compoesionating me, warm me with false 
tales, for I pronounce fabricated statemeata to be a most foul 
malady. 

Ch. Ah! ah! forbear! Alas! Never never did I eipeot 
that a tale [»o] strange would come to my ^'ors, or that 
sufferings tiius horrible to witness and horrible to endure, 
outrages, terrors with their two-edged goad, would chill my 
spirit. Alas! alas! Fate 1 Futel 1 shudder as I behold 
the condition of lo. 

P». Prematurely, however, art thou sighing, and art full 
of terror. Hold, until thou ehalt also have heard the residue. 

Ch. Say on; inform me fully: to the sick indeed it is 
sweet to get a clear knowledge beforehand of the sequel of 

Fb. Your former desire at any rate ye gained from me 
easily ; for first of aU ye desired to be informed by her 
recitid of the affliction' that attaches to herself. Now give 
ear to the rest, what sort of sufferings it is the fate of this 
young damsel before you to undergo at the hand of Juno: 
thou too, seed of Innchus, lay t« heart my words, that thou 
mayest he fully informed of the terminntion of thy journey. 
In the first place, after turning thyself from this spot towards 
the rising of the sun, traverse unploughed fields; and thoa 
wilt reach the wandering Scythians, who, raised from off the 
ground, inhabit wicker dwellings on well-wheeled cars, 
equipped with distant -shooting bows ; to whom thou must 
not draw near, hut pass on out of their land, bringing thy 
feet lo approach the rugged roaring shores. And on thy 
left baud dwell the Chalybes, workers of iron, of whom thou 
must needs beware, for they are barbarous, and not accesi- 
ble to strangers. And thou wilt come to the river Hybristes', 

• I shall not Bltempt to enter into the much-iiiapnted gfograplij of 
lo'fl wauileringB. So mucfa has been said, and to so little purpose, on 
thJB perplexing gubject, thM to vrils additional cotes nould be ouly to 
Amisli more reasons for doubting. 

■ Probably the Karbnn. SchuW well observes that the words o6 
^iniiiiwiiav could not be appliud to an ppithct of the poet 
tton. Sauh, too, was Hamboldt's ides. S«e m; first note oi 



I 



I 



24 PROMETHEUS. 717_75( 

not falsely so called, which do not thou cross, for it if 
not easy to ford, until thou shalt have come to Caucasils 
itself, loftiest of mountains, where from its very brow the 
river spouts forth its might. And surmounting its peaks 
that neighbour on the stars, thou must go into a soutlu 
ward track, where thou wilt come to the man-detesting host 
of Amazons, who hereafter shall make a settlement, The- 
mis(*yra, on the banks of Thermodon, where lies the rug- 
ged Salmydessian sea-gorge, a host by mariners hated, a 
step-dame to ships; and they will conduct thee on thy 
way, and that right ¥rillingly. Thou shalt come too to the 
Cimmerian ithsmus, hard by the very portals of a lake, 
with narrow passage, which thou undauntedly must leave, 
and cross the Mseotic frith; and there shall exist for ever- 
more among mortals a femous legend concerning thy passage, 
and after uij name it shall be called the Bosphorus ; and 
after having quitted European ground, thou shalt come to 
the Asiatic continent. Does not then the sovereign of the 
gods seem to you to be violent alike towards all things? 
for he a god lusting to enjoy the charms of this mortal Mr 
one, hath cast upon her these wanderings. And a bitter 
wooer, maiden, hast thou found for thy hand; for think 
that the words which thou hast now heard are not even for 
a prelude. 

lo. Woe is me! ah! ah! 

Pb. Thou too in thy turn* art crying out and moaning : 
what wilt thou do then, when thou leamest the residue of 
thy ills? 

Ch. What! hast thou aught of suffering left to tell to 
her? 

Pr. Aye, a tempestuous sea of baleful calamities. 

lo. What gain then is it for me to live ? but why did I 
not quickly fling myself from this rough precipice, that dash- 
ing on the plain I had rid myself of all my pangs? for better 
is It once to die, than all one's days to suffer ill. 

Pb. Verily thou wouldst hardly bear the agonies of me to 
whom it is not doomed to die. For this would be an escape 
from sufferings. But now there is no limit set to my hard- 
ships, imtil Jove shall have been deposed from his tyranny. 

See Schutz and Griffiths* 
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lo. TVhatl is it possible that Jupiter should ever iiill from 
Lis power? 

Pk. Glad WDuldst ttoa be, I ween, to witness this event. 
lo. And how not so, I, who through Jupiter am suiFering 



c thyself of theae things 



ill? 

Pb. Well lien thou mayest a 
that they are so. 

lo. By whom is he to be despoiled of his sceptre of ty- 

Pb, Himself, by his own senaeleas counsels. 
lo. In what manner? Specify it, if there be no harm. 
Pr. He will make such a match as he shall one diiy rue'. 
lo. Celestial or mortal? If it may be spoken, tell me. 
pR. But why aak its nature? for it ia not a matter that I 

lo. Ia it by a consort thnt he is to bo ejected from his 

Pr. Yes, surely, one that shall give birth to a son mightier 
than the father*. 

lo. And huE he no refuge from this misfortune? 

Pk. Not he, indeed, before at any rate 1 after being libe- 
rated from my shacklea 

lo. Who then is he that shall liberate thee in despite of 
Jupiter? 

Pb. It ie ordained that it shall be one of thine own des- 
cendants. 

lo. How aayest thou? Shall child of mice release thee 
from thy ills ? 

' Wrapped in mptery ai the liberation of Promrtheus ia in this druniB, 
it may be amnsing to compare the following extnirts from the Short 
Chmnide pre(i>ed to Sir I. Newton's Chronologj. 

" 968. B.C. Sesnk, hariDg carried on bis victories to Mount Cancasui, 
leaves bia nephew Prometheus there, to ^lard the pn&B, etc:. 

" 937. The Argonautic eipedition. Prometheus lesvco Moont Cou- 
casQS, b«ng set at libertf bf HercnleB," etc — Old Translator. 

^ Stanley compares Pindar, lath. vii. 33. 

iriir/Hii)iil'av ^f pip- 

And ApoU. Rhod. iv. 201. Also the words of Tbetia herself in Nonnua, 
Dioin*. zxTiit 35G. 

ll jlij luv jToBioira yipani ifixcirri IIpD/iijBfuc, 
^^^^ BiairiZiav Kgoviiiivot Aptiova ralia ' "" 
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Pr. Yes, the third of thy lineage in addition to ten o&a 

generations^. 

. lo. This prophecy of thine is no longer easy for me to finrn 
a guess upon. 

Pa. Nor seek thou to know over well thine own pai^gs. 

lo. Do not after proffering me a benefit withhold it fixnn me. 

Pb. I will freely grant thee one of two disdosmes. 

lo. Explain to me first of what sort they are, and allow me 
my choice. 

Pa. I allow it thee ; for choose whether I shall clearly teQ 
to thee the residue of thy troubles, or who it is that is to be 
my deliverer. 

Ch. Of these twain do thon vouchsafe to bestow the one 
boon on this damsel, and the other on me, and fligdaiTi thoa 
not my request. To her tell the rest of her wanderings, and 
to me him that is to deliver thee ; for this I long [to bear]. 

Pb, Seeing that ye are eagerly bent upon it, I will not 
oppose your wishes, so as not to utter every thing as 
much as ye desire. To thee m the first place, lo, ^nll I 
describe thy mazy wanderings, which do thou engrave on the 
recording tablets of thy mind. 

When thou shalt have crossed the stream that is the boun* 
dary of the Continents, to the ruddy realms of mom where 

waflts the sun* having passed over the 

roaring swell of the sea, until thou shalt reach the Gorgonian 
plains of Cisthene, where dwell the Phorcides, three swan- 
like aged damsels, that possess one eye in common, that 
have but a single tooth, on whom ne*er doth the sun 
glance with his rays, nor the nightly moon. And hard by 
are three winged sisters of these, the snake-tressed Gor- 
gons, abhorred of mortals, whom none of human race can 
look upon and retain the breath of life'. Such is this cau- 

1 « These were: 1. Epaphus; 2. Lybia; 3. Belus; 4. Danaos; 5. 
Hypermnestra ; 6. Abas ; 7. Proetas ; 8. Acrisius ; 9. Danae ; 10. Per- 
seus; 11. Electryon. 12. Alcmena; 13. Hercules." filomfield. 

^ For two ways of suppljring the lacuna in this description of lo's ti»* 
Tela, see Dindorjf and Psdey. 

^ Being turned into stone. Such was the punishment of the fire- wor- 
shippers in the story of the first Lady of Baghdad. See Arabian Nights, 
Vol. L, p. 198. The mythico-geographicid allusions in the following 
lines have been so fully and so learnedly illustrated, that I shall conteBt 
myself with referring to the commentators. 



i' which I mention to thee. Now lend an ear to another 
_ Bpectacle; for be on thy guard against the ke 

fenged honnds of Jupiter that never bark, the gryphc 
and the cavalry host of one-eyed ArimaspSans, who dwell on 
the bunks of the gold-gushing fount, the streara of Pluto: 
go not thou nigh to these. Aiid thou wilt reach a far-distant 
land, a dark tnbe, who dwell close upon the fountRins of the 
6un, where is the river -Htbiops, Along the hanks of this 
wend thy way, until thou slialt have reached the cataract 
where from the Bybline mountains the Nile pours foi"th hia 
hallowed, grateiiil stream. Thia will guide thee to 'the triaii' 
golar land of the Nile ; where at length, lo, it is ordained 
for thee and thy ehildren after thee to found the distant colony. 
And if aught of this is obscuiely uttered, and hard to be un- 
derstood, question me anew, and learn it thoroughly and 
clearly: as for leisure, I have more than I desire. 

Ch. If indeed thou hast aught to tell of her balefiil wan- 
derings, that still remains or hath been omitted, say on ; but 
if thou hast told the whole, give to us in our turn the ikvour 
which we ask, and you, perchance, remember. 

Pa. She hath heard the full term of her journeying. And 

that she may know that she hath not been listening to me in vain, 

I will relate what hardships she endured before she cume hither, 

giving her this as a sure proof of my statomenfa. The very 

I great multitude indeed of words I shall omit, and I will pro- 

»OBed t» the termination itself of thine aberrations. For after 
Ittat thou hadst come to the Molossian plains, and about the 
Igfly ridge of Dodona, where is the oracular seat of Thespro- 
pBn Jove, and a portent passing belief, the speaking oaks, by 
r which thou waat clearly and without any ambiguity saluted 
muatrious spouse of Jove that art to be ; if aiight of this hath 
any charms for thee*. Thence madly rushing along the sea- 
side track, thou didst dart away to the vast bay of Rhea, froni 
which thou art tempest-driven in retrogiade courses: and in 
time to come, know well that the gulf of the deep shall be 
called lO-nian, a memorial of thy passage to all mortals. 
These hast thou as tokens of my intelligence, how that it per- 
ceives somewhat beyond what appears. 

1 See Linffood's Leiicoa and GHClithB' note. 
- « There is Mill much doubt about the eligion laiaB', li. Others K 

^^^^tp passage iDteirogatlTeljr. See GriSthi and Dioi 
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The rest I shall tell both to you and to her in oommo^ 
after reaching the very identical track of my former iiarrBlif&' 
There is on tibe land*s utmost verge a city Canopus, hard hf 
the Nile's very mouth and alluvial dyke; on this spot Juphor. 
at length makes thee sane by merely soothing and toucuniff 
thee with his imalarming hand. And named afiter the pro ge at ' 
ture of Jupiter^ thou shalt give birth to swarthy EpapmHb 
who shall reap the harvest of all the land which the wid^ 
streaming Nile waters. But fifth in descent from him a geofr^ 
ration of fifty virgins shall again come to Argos, not of tbeir 
own accord, fleeing from incestuous wedlock with their oouauMi; 
and these with fluttering hearts, like felcons left not Car be^ 
hind by doves, shall come pursuing marriage such as shoiiUl 
not be pursued, but heaven shall be jealous over their perscm^ 
and Pelasgia shall receive them after being crushed by a deed 
of night-fenced daring, wrought by woman's hand ; for eaeb 
bride shall bereave her respective husband of life, having dyei 
in their throats' a sword of twin sharp edge. Would Stat ii 
guise like this Venus might visit my foes ! But iendemeM 
shall soften one^ of the m^dens, so that she shall not slay the 

^ This pun upon the name of Spaphus is preserved hy Moschus II. 50* 
ip 5' yjv ZsvSf iira^by^ivoQ yjpefia x^tpt Oteiy 
iroprioQ *lvaxif]Q, ti)v CTrraTropy irapdi l^ciXy 
tK (36og evKipdoio 'rrdXiv fitTOLfiH^e yvvalKa, 
and Nonnus, III. p. 62, 20 

sv9' "E'TtaAov dd TiKTiv &Kftpa(rlu>v 8rt KSXvatp 
'ivaxiriQ oafidXrig itratpi^ffaro QiioQ &KoirriQ 
X€po"iV kptofiavEiaffi — 
' There is much difficulty in this passage. Dindorf nnder^andi 
iKeivwv (iEgypti filiorum), and so Paley, referring to his notes on hg» 
938, Suppl. 437. Mr. Jelf, Gk. Gr. § 696, Obs. 3, appears to taketiM 
same view. There does not, therefore, seem any need of alteration. Ok 
the other interpretation sometimes given to ipOovov Uci (nofidrwv see 
Linwood, v. ^96vog. 

' fftpayaXffi is rightly rendered " in jugulo*' by Blomfield, after Rahnk. 
Ep. Crit. I. p. 71. To the examples quoted add Apu!. Met. I. p. lOdi 
" per jugulum sinistrum capulotenus gladium totum ei demei^t," and p. 
110, "jugulo ejus vulnus dehiscit in patorem." The expression viwrt- 
<j>povpr}T<ii Opdffei is well illustrated by the words of Nonnus, 1. c. p. 64, 17* 
fcai Kpv^ioiQ ^i^siaai tridripo^SpiovA'jrl Xeicrpcav 
dpfftva yvfivbv dprja Kanvvavi 9^\i^ ivvia, 
* See Nonnus, 1. c. Ovid. Ep. adv. 51, sqq. 

''Sed timor, et pietas crudelibus obstitit ansis: 
Castaque mandatum dextra refiigit opus." 
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partner of her couch, but shall be blunt in her resolve; and 
•f the two alternatives she ehall choose the former, to be 
ttUed a coward rather than a inuvdercHS. She in Argos shall 
^Te birth to a race of kings. There needs a long discourse 
todetail these things distinctly ; but from this eeed be sure shall 
Ipcmg a dauntless warrior renowned in archery, who shall set 
me free from these toils. Such predictions did my aged 
Bolher the Titaness Themis relearse to me; but how and 
*hen — to tell this requires a long detail, and thou in knowing 
it all wouldst be in nought a gainer. 

" lo. Eleleu! Elcleu! Once mora the spasm' and madden- 
ing phrenzies inflame me — and the sting of the hornet, 
vmugbt by no fire,* envenoms me; and with panic ray heart 
flirobs violently against my breast. My eyes too are rolling 
ia a mazv whirl, and I am carried out of my course by the 
Bging blast of madness, having no coxitroul of tongue, but my 
tcoubted words dash idly against the surges of loathsome cola- 
Kavr- Exit lo. 

UH. Wise was the man, aye, wise indeed, who first weighed 
irell this maxim, and with his tongue published it abroad, that 
10 match in one's own degree is best by far"; and that one who 
liTes by labour should woo the hand neither of any t^at have 
waied wanton in opulence, nor of such as pride themselves 

iBi iiobility of birth. Never, O Destinies*, never 

may ye behold me approaching- as a partner the couch of 
Japiter: nor may 1 he* brought to the arms of any bride- 
groom from among the sons of heaven ; for I am in dread when 
I behold the maiden lo, contented with no mortal lover, 
greatly marred by wearisome wanderings at the hand of Juno. 
For myself, indeed — inasmuch as wedlock on one's own level 
V^ free from apprehension — I feel no alarm". And oh ! never 
may the love of the mightier gods cast on me a glance that 
none can elude. This at least is a war without a conflict, 

> Od e^atiKaQ tee Rnhnk. Tim. p. 123, Rnd BloniReld. 
' See Paiuy. a ia never intensWe. 

> On this aiimouicion, gdHi^rally sttribntL'd (o Fttteciis, see Griflitiis, and 
tor & madem illoBtiation in Che miaerieB of Sir John Anvil (or EnvilJe), 
Knt. the S|tecUtur, No. 299. 

* PbIbj TToulii aopply Ttnrviai to oomplele the metre. 

* I have followed GriffiUie. 

* DimJorf would throw out i^opa^, Palcy oir lilia, remiirliiog that 
Ihe aeiue appears to require Sri. 
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accomplishing things impossible': nor know I what mif^ 
become of me, for I see not how I could evade the cofUM 
of Jove. 

Pb. Yet tnily shall Jove, albeit he is self-willed in )m 
temper, be lowly, in such' wedlock is he prepared to wed, i 
shall hurl him out of his sovereignty and off his thnnM • 
forgotten thing; and the curse of his £iiher Saturn ahall An 
at length find entire consummation, which he impreeaiBd 
when he was deposed fi:om his ancient throne. From disatteit 
such as these there is no one of the gods beside myself tluit 
can clearly disclose to him a way of escape. I know this, and 
by what means. Wherefore let him rest on in his presumption, 
putting confidence in his thimders aloft, branduhing m ha 
hand a fire-breathing bolt. For not one jot shall these suffiioe 
to save him from falling dishonoured in a down&ll be- 
yond endurance ; such an antagonist is he now with his oim 
hands preparing against himself, a portent that shall ba£Be 
all resistance; who shall invent a flame more potent thtn 
the lightning, and a mighty din that shall surpass itke thunder; 
and shall shiver the ocean trident, that earth-convulsing pest, 
the spear of Neptune. And when he hath stumbled upon 
this mischief, he shall be taught how great is the difference 
between sovereignty and slavery. 

Ch. Thou forsooth art boding against Jupiter the things 
thou wishest. 

Pb. Things that shall come to pass, and that I desire to boot 

Ch. And are we to expect that any one vdll get the mas- 
tery of Jove? 

Pb. Aye, and pangs too yet harder to bear than these [of 
mine] shall he sustain. 

Ch. And how is it that thou art not dismayed blurt- 
ing out words such as these ? 

Pb. Why at what should I be terrified to whom it is 
not destined to die. 

Ch. Yet perchance he will provide for thee affliction 
more grievous than even this. 

Pb. Let him do it then, all is foreseen by me. 

^ c. e. possessing resources even among impossibilities. . Cf. Ant%. 
360. diropos lir* ovdev tpx^Taiy and for the construction, Jelf, Gk. Gr. 
§ 581, 2. obs. 

2 I think Elmsley has settled the question in foTOur of rotov for oToy. 
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Ch. ITiey that do homage to Adrastcia are wise. 

Pb. Do homage, make thy prayer, cringe to each ruler 
of the day. I care for Jove less than nothing', let hiin do, 
let him lord it for this brief span, e'en as he list, for not 
long shall he rule over the gods. But no more, for I 
descry Jove's courier close at hand, the menial of the new 
monarch : beyond aU [doubt] he has come to announce to us 

Enter Mehcuet. 

Thee, the contriver, thee full of gall and bitterness, who 
dnned against the gods by bestowing their honours on 
creatures of a day, the thief of fire, I address. The Sire 
commands thee to divulge of what nuptials it is that thou art 
Taunting, by means of which he is to be put down from his 
power. And these thtugs, moreover, without any kind of 
mystery, but each exactly as it is. do thou tell out ; and en- 
tail not upon me, Prometheus, a double journey ; and thou 
perceiveat that by such conduct Jnve is not softened. 

Fk. High sounding, i'faith, and fiill of haughtiness is thy 
speech, as beseems a lackey of the gods. Young in years, ye 
are young in power* ; and ye fancy forsooth that ye dwell in 
a citadel impregnable against sditdw. Have I not known ^^*> 
monarehs' dethroned from it ? And the third that now is 
ruler I shall also see expelled most foully and most quickly. 
Seem I to thee in au"ht to be dismayed at, and to crouch 
beneath the new gods ? Widely, aye altogether, do I come 
short [of such feelings]. But do thou hie thee back the way 
by which thou earnest : for not one tittle shalt thou learn of 
the matter on which thou questioaest me. 

Meb. Yet truly 'twas by sueh self-will even before now 
that thou didst bring thyself to su-ch a calamitous mooring, 

Pb. Be well assured that I would not barter my 

1 " In ^crhjhis wa aeem to read the vehement Inn^age of an olJ ser- 
vant of exploded Titaniam; wilb him Jupiter and the Olympittaa are hut 
a new ijjoSij, fresh and exalting, iaBolent and cBprii:ion3, the victarjr 
jutt ^ned and jet but imperfectly secured over the mjsteritius and 
venerahle beings who had preceded, TIME, HEAVEN. OCEAN. 
EARTH and her gigantic progeny ; Jupiter ia still hut half the monarch 
of the world ; bis ftiture fall is not uhacurely predicted, and ' " ' 

reiens, a gloomj irregiatible destiny oontrola his power." 



) 0ranui and Satom. Cf. Agam. IG? at 
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wretched plight for thy drudgery ; for better do I deem it to 
be a lackey to this rock, than to be bom the confidential oouzier 
of father Jove. Thus is it meet to repay insult in kind. 

Meb. Thou seemest to revel in thy present state. 

Pr. Revel ! Would that I might see my foes thus reveL 
ling, and amon^ these I reckon thee. 

Meb. What*. dost thou impute to me also any blame ix 
thy mischances? 

Pr. In plain truth, I detest all the gods, as many of them 
as, after having received benefits at my hands, are iniq uitously 
visiting me with evils. - ^ 

Mer. I hear thee raving with no slight disorder. 

Pr. Disordered I would be, if disorder it be to loathe one'i 
foes. 

Mer. Thou wouldst be beyond endurance, wert thou in 
prosperity. 

Pr. Woe's me ! 

Mer. This word of thine Jove knows not. 

Pro. Aye, but Time as he grows old teaches all things, 

Mer. And yet verily thou knowest not yet how to be 
discreet. 

Pro. No i'faith, or I should not have held parley with thee, 
menial as thou art. 

Mer. Thou seemest disposed to tell naught of the things 
which the sire desires. 

Pr. In sooth, being under obligation as I am to him, I am 
bound to return his favour. 

Mer. Thou floutest me, forsooth as if I were a boy. 

Pr. Why, art thou not a boy, and yet siUier than one, if 
thou lookest to obtain any infonnation from me ? There is no 
outrage nor artifice by which Jupiter shall bring me to utter 
this, before my torturing shackles shall have been loos- 
ened. Wherefore let his glowing lightning be hurled, and witk 
the white feathered shower of snow, and thimderings beneath 
the earth let him confound add embroil the universe; for 
naught of these things shall bend me so much as even to say 
by whom it is doomed tl\at he shall be put down from htf 
sovereignty. 

Mer. Consider now whether this determination seems 
availing. 

Pr. Long since has this been considered and resolved. 
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Mek. Resoke, vain one, resolve at length in cousidera- ^| 
tion of thy present Bufferings to come to thy right Bensee. ^| 

Ph. Thou troublesl me with thine admonitions as vainly ^B 
! as [thoxi mightest] a billow"-. Never let it enter your ihoaghts 
li that I, affrighted by the purpose of Jupiter, shall become 
womanish, and shall Importune the ohjeot whom I greatly 
J loathe, with effeminate upliftings of my bands, to release me ,^_ 
from these shackles : I wont much of that. ^H 

I Mek. With all that I have said I seem to be speaking to no ^H 

Eorpose : for not one whit art thou melted or softened in thy ^^M 
eart by entreaties, but art ditimping tlie bit like a colt ^^t 
I fresh ycJied, and struggling agaiust the reins. But on the ^| 
I strength of an impotent scheme ait thou thus violent ; ^^t 
for obstinacy in one not soundly wise, itself by itself availetJi ^H 
less than nothing. And mark, if thou art not persuaded by ^^ 
my words, what a tempest and three-fold surge of ills, from 
which there is no escape, will come upon thee. For in the 
first place the Sire will shiver tliis craggy nlcft with thunder 
and the blaze of his bolt, and will overwhelm thy body. 
and a. clasping arm of rock shall bear thee up. And after 
thou shalt have passed through to ita close a long space of 
time, thou shalt come back into the light! and a winged 
hound of Jupiter, a blood-thirsting eagle, shall ravenously 
mangle thy huge lacerated irame, stealing upon thee an un- 
bidden guest, and [tarrying] all the livelong day, and shalt 
banquet his fill on the hiack viands' of thy liver. To such 
labours look thou for no- tcnuiuation, until some god shall 
appear as a substitute in thy pangs, and shall be willing to 
go both to gloomy Hades, and to the murky depths around 

Tartarus. Wherefore advise thee, since this is no fictitious 

vaunt, but uttered in great earnestness ; for the divine 

1 MiltoD, Samsan Agon. 

To prajerE than winds or sefl£-'^ 
Merchant of Vrnicp, act iv. ae. I. 

" You may 88 weU go stanil npon the heaeh 
And bid the main flood bate hia UEual height." 
$ Sehrader on Museeus, 320. 
■ ' te LtBwood's Lexicon. Cf. Nonnus, Dionys. IT. p. 46, 22. 
ittpA ^vyiiv SoMitins iiinpr^aiii IlpDjivflsi!!', 
^TTarot; Ji^iiiovTOi d^tiSta Sairvfiovija 
mpaiiiijc 6pttviv upnv ix""" TOfiiriia Kt\t{!6i,v. 
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mouth knows not how to utter Msehood, but will bring every - 
word to pass. But do thou look around and reflect, and never 
for a moment deem pertinacity better than discretion. 

Ch. To us indeed Mercury seems to propose no unset- 
tsonable counsel ; for he bids thee to abandon liij recklessneaeti 
and seek out wise consideration. Be persuaded; for to t 
wise man *tis disgraceful to err. 

Pb. To me ah-eady well aware of it hath this fellow urged 
his message ; but for a foe to suffer horribly at the hands of 
foes is no indignity. Wherefore let the doubly-pointed 
wreath of his fire be hurled at me, and «ether be torn pieoe- 
meal by thunder, and spasm of savage blasts ; and let the wind 
rock earth from ber base, roots and all, and with sloirmy suige 
mingle in rough tide the billow of the deep and the paths of t£e 
stars ; and fling my body into black Tartarus, with a whirl, 
in the stem eddies of necessity. Yet by no possible means 
shall he visit me with death. 

Meb. Resolutions and expressions, in truth, such as these 
of thine, one may he.ar from maniacs. For in what point 
doth his i&te hUl short'of insanity^ ? What doth it abate firmn 
ravings ? But do ye then a.t any rate, that sympathise with 
him in his sufferings, withdraw hence speedily somewhither 
from this spot, lest the harsh bellowing of the thunder smite 
you with idiotcy. 

Ch. Utter and advise me to something else, in which too 
thou mayest prevail upon me ; for in this, be sure, thou hast 
intruded a proposal not to be borne. How is it that thou 
urgest me to practise baseness ? Along with him here I am 
willing to endure what is destined, for I have learned to 
abhor traitors ; and there is no evil, which I hold in greater 
abomination. 

Mer. Well then, bear in mind the things of which I fore- 
warn you : and do not, when ye have been caught in the 
«nares of At^, throw the blame on fortune, nor ever at any 
time say that Jove cast you into unforeseen calamity: no 
indeed, but ye your ownselves : for well aware, and not on 
a sudden, nor in ignorance, will ye be entangled by your 
senselessness in an impervious net of Atl. 

Exit Mekctiky. 

pR. And verily in deed and no longer in word doth the earth 

^ I have adopted Dindorfs emendation. See his note. 
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heave, and the roariug echo of thunder rolls hellowing by us; 
and deep blazing wreaths of lightning are glaring, and hur- 
ricanes whirl the dust; and blasts of all the winds are leaping 
forth, shewing one against the other a strife of conflict gusts ; 
and the Armament is embroiled with the deep^ Such is this 
onslaught that is clearly coming upon me from Jove, a cause 
for terror. O dread majesty of my mother Earth, O eether 
that difPusest thy common light, thou beholdest the wrongs 
I Bufler. 

^ How the oosmoramio effects here described were represented on the 
stage, it is difficult to say, but such descriptions are by no means rare in 
the poets. Compare Musseus, 314, sqq. Lucan, I. 75 sqq. and a mul- 
titude in the notes of La Cerda on Virgil, ^n. I. 107, and Barthius on 
Claudian. Gigant. 31, sqq. Nonnus, Dionys. I. p. 1 2. 
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THE SEVEN AGAINST THEBES. 



Thr siege of the city of Thebes, and the description of the seren cham« 
pions of the Theban and Argive armies. The deaths of the brothen 
Polynices and Eteocles, the mournings over them, by their sisten 
Antigone and Ismene, and the public refusal of burial to the ashci 
of Polynices^ against which Antigone boldly protests, condude the 
play. 

PERSONS REPRESENTED. 



Eteocles. 

A Messenger. 

Chorus of Theban Virgins. 



ISMENE. 

Antigone. 
A Herald. 



Scene. The Acropolis of Thebes. — Compare y. 227, ed. Blomf. • 

Time. Early in the morning ; the length of the action can scarodj 
be fixed with absolute certainty. It certainly did not exceed twelve 
hours. 

The expedition of "the Seven" against Thebes is fixed by Sir I. 
Newton, B.C. 928. Cf. his Chronology, p. 27. Blair carries it as far 
back as B.C. 1225. Old Translator. 

Eteocles. Citizens of Cadmus ! it is fitting that he should 
speak things seasonable, who has the care of affairs on 
the poop of a state, managing the helm, not lulling his eyeUds 
in slumber. For if we succeed, the gods are the cause; 
but if, on the other hand, (which heaven forbid,) mischance 
should befall, Eteocles alone would be much bruited through 
the city by the townsmen in strains clamorous and in wailings, 
of which may Jove prove eighty called the Averter to me 
city of the Cadmseans*. And now it behoves you — ^both him 
who still falls short of youth in its prime, and him who in 
point of age has passed his youth, nurturing the ample vigour 
of his frame and each that is in his prime*, as is best fitting— 

1 Or, " of which may Jove the Averter be what his name imports." 
See Paley and Linwood's Lex. 

2 This interpretation is now fully established. See Paley. Thus Caesar, 
B. G. I. 29, ** qui arma ferre possent; et item separatius pueri, senes;'* 
II. 28^ Eteocles wishes even the dxpcioi to assist in the common defence. 
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r the city, aud the altars of your counti'y'a gods, 
so that thL-ir honuurs mav nsvcr be obliterated; your chUdiea 
too, and your motherland, most beloved nurse; for she, taking 
fiilly oa herself the whole trouble of your rearing, nurtured you 
when infants crawling on her kindly soil, for her trusty shield- 
bearing citizens, that ye m^ht be [trusty]' for this service. 
And, for the present indeed, up to this day, the deity inclines 
in oar favour; since to us now all this time beleaguered the 
■war for the most part, by divine .allotment, turns out well. 
But now. as aaith ^e seer, the feeder* of birds, revolving in 
ear and thoughts, without the use of fire, the oracular birds 
with unerring art. — he, lord of such divining powers, declarea 
that the main Acheean assault is this night proclaimed', aud 
[that the Achffians] attempt the city. 

But haste ye all, both to the buttlements and the gates of 
the tower- works; On! in full panoply throng the breast- 
works, and take your stations on the platforms of the towers. 
aud, making stand at the outlets of the gaten, be of good heart, 
nor be over-dismayed at the rabble of the aliens ; Qod will 
give a happy issue. Moreover, I have also despatched scouts 
and observers of the armjj who will not, I fee! assured, loiter 
on their way ; and when 1 have had iutelligence trom these, I 
ehali, in no point, be surpriBed by stratagem. 

Messekger. Most gallant Eteocles ! sovereign of the 
CadmEeans, I have come bearing a clear account of tlie fiiat- 
ters yonder,from the army; and I ni3-Belf am eye-witness of the 
&cts. For seven chieflains, impetuous leaders of battalions, 
cutting a bull's throat* over an irtta-rimmed shii'ld'. and touch- 
ing with their hands the gore of the bull, by oath have called 
to witness' Mars. Enyo and Terror, that delights in blood- 
shed, thai either having wrought the demolition of our city 
tliey will make havoc of the town of the Cadmaains, or having 



li the RoDisn pultariui, yet 
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• Although j3nnip n 



i BupplLed ^th ytvou 



the phraiE la here proboblj ODly equivatent l:i 

3 Pidej prefers " noctnmn concilio Bptari," 

authority uf GiilfithB, 1 have supplied TOilc 'A,"(nioi 
' See my note on Prom. 863. 
' Se« commentiiton. 
' Cf. Jelf, Gk. Gr. S 566, 2, 
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fallen will steep this land of ours in gore. Memorials tdb of 
themselves,' to their parents at home, were they with their 
hands hanging in festoons* at the car of Adrastus, dropping a 
tear, bnt no sonnd of complaint passed their lips'. For their 
iron-hearted spirit glowing with valour- was panting, as d 
lions that glare battle. And the report of these my tidings is 
not retarded by sluggishness. But I left them in the very act 
of casting lots, that so each of them, obtaining his post 
by lot, might lead on his battalion to our gates. — ^Where^ 
fore do thou with all speed marshal at the outlets of the 
gates the bravest men, the chosen of our city ; for already 
the host of Argives hard at hand armed cap-a-pie is in motion, 
is speeding onward, and white foam is staining the plain with 
its drippings from the lungs of their chargers. Do thou then, 
like the clever helmsman of a vessel, fence* our city before the 
breath of Mars burst like a hurricane upon it, for the main- 
land billow of their host is roaring.— And for these measures 
do thou seize the very earliest opportunity; for the sequel I 
will keep my eye a faithful watch by day, and thou, ' knowing 
from the clearness of my detail the movements of those with- 
out, shalt be unscathed. JEant Messengee. 

Et. O Jupiter ! and earth ! and ye tutelary deities ! and 
thou Curse, the mighty Erinnys of my sire ! do not, I pray, 
uproot with utter destruction from its very base, a prey to foe- 
men, our city, which utters the language of Greece, and our 
native dwellings*. Grant that they may never hold the free 

^ See Linwood, s. v. aHtpeiv, Paley compares v. 267, Aa^vpa S^otv 
^ovpirrrjx^' o-yvoiQ Sofioig Srlxf/o) irpb vaStv, Adrastus alone had been 
promised a safe return home. 

2 Cf. Eum. 515, oJktov oiKTiaaiTOf would utter cries of pity, SuppL 
59, oJktov otKTpbv aiwv, hearing one mournful piteous cry. The old 
translations rendered it, " no regret was expressed on their countenance." 

* Perhaps we might render <ppa^aiy dam, in order to keep up the 
ir.etaphor of the ship. Cf. Hom. Od. V. 346, ^pd^s 6e fiiv p'nriatn 
vtanTTtphg olavivym. The closing the ports of a vessel to keep out the 
water will begt convey the meaning to modem readers. 

* This seems the true meaning of ^^cartovc, indigenous in Greece, as 
Pjlomfield interprets, quoting Hesych. kipsariog, avrox^wvy ivoiKog, 
Jl. B. 125, etc. An Athenian audience, with their political jealousy of 
Asiatic influence, and pride of indigenous origin, would have appreciated 
this prayer as heartily as the one below, v. 158, ttoXiv SopiTrovov /ai) 
Trpo^dO' 'Erfpo^wvy arpaTtf, which their minds would connect with 
more powerful associations than the mere provincial differences of Boeotia 




knd and city of Cadmus in a yoke of slavei^ ; but be ye oiar 
itrecgth. — uay, I trust that I am urging our common interests, 
fcr a Stat*.' that ia in prosperity honours the diviniiics'. 

Exit E'lEOCLEB. 

Chohtts'. I wail OTsr our fearful, mighty woes ! the army 
is let loose, having quitted its camp, a mighty mounted 
liost ia Btreaming hitberward in advance' the duat appear- 
ing Wgh in the air convinces me, a voiceless, clear, true 
messenger; the noise of the clatter of their hoofs upon the 
plain*, reaching even to our couches, approaches my ears, i» 
wafted on. and is niiabling like a reeis^esa torrent lashing the 
EKiuntaiii-sitle. Alas! alas! Oh gods and goddesses, avert 
the rising horror ; the white-bucklered' well-appointed host 
is mshifig on with a shout on the other side our walls, speed- 
ing its way to the city. Who then will rescue us, who then 
of gods and goddesses will aid us? Shall I then pros- 
trate mj'self before the statues of the divinities ? Oh ye 
blessed beings, seated on your glorious thrones, 'tis high time 



' Cf. Arist. Rbet, II.' 17, 6. The eame seatiment, thougli expi^SMd 
the ointrary vay, occurs in Eitf. Troad. 26, 'Epr|/ii'a ydp ttdKiv iirav 
\ap^ tatrv, Voaii ril r£v Sffiv oiil Ti^S.a6at diXii. 

* The diorus survey the aurrouuding pl«ng from a high part of Ihe 
Acropolis of Tbebei, u Antigone from the Cop of Che palace in tha 
PhOeniMteaf Enripides, V. 1(13, sqq. 

' irpMpD/iof = JO <u f be foremesi. Cf. Soph. Antig. 108, ifvy&ia 
Tf^pniiov itvripif Kwiiaaaa xa\iv^. 

* TluB paisage ia undoubtedly corrupt, bnt DindorTa conjecture 'Oa 
t jpdc ppJvac J(Dc" 'i-n^iuv Friwas )raTixp'|iTTfrai, Jul Tii&or ^oit 
vmitM, fipif" i' — > altliaugh ingsniout, dilfera too much from the 
Arfw UlrranaK, to be considered safe. Paley, frooi the interpretation 
or the Medieeaa MS- and the reading of Robortelli, lAld-iitva^, baa con- 
iKtarcd AlA It j'oe ifiac iiiii' AirXonria-ou, which peems preferable. 
mbipB -we might rrad ivi SI jas TTiSunr\i>iTv««ii luffif XP'f"- ^"^i ^J 
tuetii, for Jttixpi/"^"''"' .^BCbyliii use* the compound, iyjjpiirrfo- 
9ai. SappL 790, and nothing is more romnion tban auch a imeais. I 
dtnbl BbMbor iriJioTrXonrujrou ia not ono of ^.chylua' o«a " high- 
cxtted" ooioponnda. Mr. Burgea haa kindly au^geBted a parallel ^ussage 
uf U) niODjmoaa author, quotiMl by Suidae, a. T. ujraporTOfifKijc: 'irwoiv 
TtpilimlA-Taiv, Tijs yve t-oTc irori* avrmu i/nafaTTo^'tniQ, 'irXuv 
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for us to cling to your statues — why do we deeply sighing 
delay? Hear ye, or hear ye not, the clash of bucklersr 
When, if not now, shall we set about the orison of the 
peplus^ and chaplets ? I perceive a din, a crash of no sing^ 
Kpear. What wilt thou do ? wilt thou, Mars, ancient goar- 
clian of our soil, abandon thine own land ? God of the golden 
helm, look upon, look upon the city which once thou didst 
hold well-beloved. Tutelary gods of our country, behohP, 
behold this train of virgins suppliant to escape from slavery*, 
for around our city a surge of men with waving crestS( is rip- 
pling, stirred by the blasts of Mars. But, Jove, sire all- 
perfect ! avert thoroughly from us capture by the foemen ; for 
Argives are encircling the fortress of Cadmus ; and I feel t 
dread of martial arms, and the bits which are fastened through 
the jaws of their horses are knelling slaughter. And seven 
leaders of the host, conspicuous in their spear>proof harness, are 
taking their stand at our seventh gate*, assigned their posts by 
lot. Do thou too, O Jove-bom power that delightest in battle, 
Pallas, become a saviour to oiu: city; and thou, equestrian 
monarch, sovereign of the main, with thy fish- smiting trident, 
O Neptune, grant a deliverance, a deliverance from our ter- 
rors. Do thou too, O Mars, alas ! alas ! guard the city which 
is named after Cadmus, and manifestly shew thy care ;— -and 
thou, Venus, the original mother of our race, avert [these ills] 
— ^for from thy blood are we sprung ; calling on thee witn 
heaven-ward orisons do we approach thee. — And thou Ly- 
caBan king — be thou fierce as a wolf* to the hostile army, 

1 Cf, Virg. ^n. I. 479:^ 

** Interea ad teiuplum non eequse Palladis ibant 
Crinibus Iliades passis, peplumque ferebant 

Suppliciter tristes" 

Statius, Theb. x. 50 : — 



ti 



et ad patrias fusse Pelopeides aras 



Sceptriferse Junonis opem, reditumque suorum 
Exposcunt, pictasque fores, et frigida vultu * 

Saxa terunt, parvosque docent procumbere natos. 

i|c i|c * i|s i|s i|e 

Peplum etiam dono, cujus mirabile testum," etc. 

* Here there is a gap in the metre. Siee Dindorf. 
8 " pro vita«da servitute.*' Paley. 

■* Not '* at the seven gates," as Valckenaer has clearly shewn. 

* The paronomasia can only be kept up by rendering, " do thou, king 
of wolves, fall with wolf-like fierceness,'' etc. MuUer, Dorians^ vol. L 
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[moved] by the voice of oui* sighs*. Thou too, virgin-daughtor 
of Latotia, deftly adorn thyself with thy bow, O beloved 
Diana. Ah ! ah f joh ! I hear the rumbling of cars aromid the 
city, O revered Jimo, the naves of the heavy-laden axles 
creak, the air is* maddened with the wizzing of javelins — 
what is our city imdergoing ? What will become of it ? To 
what point is the deity conducting the issue' ? ah ! ah ! A 
^ower of stones ,too from their slingers is coming over our 
battlements, O beloved Apollo ! there is the clash of brass- 
rimmed shields at the gates, and the just issue in battle must 
be decided by arms according to the disposal of Jove*. And 
thou Onca*, immortal queen, that dwellest in front of our city, 
rescue thy seven-gated seat. O gods, all-potent to save, O ye 
gods and goddesses, perfect guardians of the towers of this land, 
abandon not our war-;Krasted city to an army of aliens. Listen 
to these virgins, listen to our all-just prayers, as is most right, 
to the orisons of vii^ns which are offered with out-stretched 
hands. O beloved divinities, hovering around our city as its 
deliverers, show how ye love it; give heed to our public 
rituals, and when ye give heed to them succour us, and be ye 
truly mindful, I besee9h ye, of the rites of our city which 
abound in sacrifices. 

Re-enter Eteocles. 
Intolerable creatures ! is this, I ask you, best and salutary 
for our city, and an encouragement to this beleaguered 
force, for you to fall before the statues of our tutelaiy gods, 
to shriek, to yell — O ye abominations of the wise. Neither 
in woes not in welcome prosperity may I be associated with 
woman^kind; for when woman prevails, her audacity is more 
than one oan live with; and when she is affrighted, she is a still 
greater mischief to her home and city. E^en now, having 
brought upon your countrymen this pell-mell flight, ye have, 

p. 325, considers that A^jkhoq is connected with \vKri Hyhty not with 
\VK0Q, a wo\f. 

1 I follow Paley's emendation, kvraTiq, 

2 See a judicious note of Paley's. 

^ I have borrowed Griffiths' translation. It seems impossible that 
a-yvhv rkXoQ could ever be a personal appeal, while ov re evidently shows 
that the address to Pallas Onca was unconnected with the preceding line. 
As there is probably a lacuna after AidOsv, it is imposfible to arrive li 
any certain meaning. 

* See Stanley. ''Oyica is a Phoenician word, and epithet of Minerva. 
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by your outcries, spread dastard cowardice, an|d ye are serving, 
as best ye may, the interests of those witiiout, but iw 
within our walls are suffering capture at our own hands ; — sndi 
blessings will you have if you live along with wohmd. 
Wherefore if any one give not ear to my authority, be it vm, 
or woman, or other between [these names*,] the ^tal pebbb 
shall decide against him, and by no means shall he escape tfat 
doom of stoning at the hand of the popidace. For what paai- 
eth without is a man's concern, let not woman ofifer advioo 
— ^but remaining within do thou occasion no mischiet 
Heard'st thou, or heard'st thou not, or am I speaking to ft 
deaf woman ? 

Ch. O dear son of (Edipus, I felt terror when I heard the 
din from the clatter of tiie cars, when the wheel-whirlinff 
naves rattled, and [the din] of the fire- wrought bits, the ruddeir 
of the horses, passmg through their mouth^ that know no rest 

Ex. What then ? does the mariner who flees from the stem 
to the prow* find means of escape, when his bark is labour- 
ing against the billow of the ocean ? 

Ch. No; but I came in haste to the ancient statues of the 
divinities, trusting in tjie gods, when there was a pattering 
at our gates of destructive sleet showering down, even then 
I was carried away by terror to offer my supplications to the 
Immortals, that they would extend their protection over the 
citv. 

Et. Pray that our fortification may resist the hostile spear. 

Ch. Shall not this, then, be at the disposal of the gods ? 

Et. Aye, but *tis said that the gods of the captured dty 
abandon it. 

Ch. At no time during my life may this conclave of gods 
abandon us: never may I behold our city overrun, and an 
army firing it with hostile flame. 

Et. Do not thou, invoking the gods, take ill counsel ;^for 
subordination, woman, is the mother of saving success; so 
the adage runs. 

^ The boys, girls, etc. 

2 Cf. Eur. Hippol. 1219, sqq. 

Kai deairoTfiQ fikv iinriKolg iv ijOtcrt 
iro\{>c ^vvoiKijv jjpTraa rjviaQ x^P^^^f 
ib\ku Sk, KWTrrjv iliaTB vav(5drrig avi^p, 

' t. e. to adore the images placed at the head of the vessel. See Griffiths. 
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. But the >rods ha^-e a power superior still, and oft in 
Iihersity does this raise tlie lii'iplejd out of severe calamity, 
^m clouds tire overhanging his bruw. 

Et. It is the business of men, to present victims and offer- 
iigs of worelrip to the gods, when I'ocmcm are making an 
Otonpt : 'tis thine on the other hand to hold thy peace and 
ibide withi» doors. 

Ch. 'Tis by the blessing of the gods that we iohabit a city 
ncODquered. and that our fortiti cation, is pi'oof against the 
tnJtitude of our enemies. "What Nemesis can feel offended 
U lliis ? 

Et. I am not offended that je should honour the race of 
ibe gods ; bnt that thou mayest not render the citizenB 
luint-hearted, keep quiet and yield not to excessive terrors. 

Ca. When I heard the suddea din, I earae. on the very 
instant, in distracting panic to this Acropolis, a hallowed 

Et. Do not now, if ye hear of the dying or the wounded, 
eagerly receive them with shrieka; for with this slaughter of 
murtaia ifi Mors fed. 

Ca. And I do in truth hear the snoitings of the horses. 

Er. Do not now, when thou beareat diera, hear too dis- 
dsctly. 

Ca. Our city groans from the ground, as though the foes 
were hemming her in. 

Et. Ib it not then enough that I take measures for this ? 

Ch, I fear! for the battering at the gates increases. 

Et. Wilt thou not be silent ? Say nought of this kind in 
IheciQ'. 

Ch. O Msociate band [of gods}, abandon not our towers. 

Et, Cftnnot ye endure it in sileHce. and confusion to ye ? 

Ch. Gods of my city! let me not meet with slavery. 

Et. Thou thyself art making a slave both of me, of thyself, 
and of the city. 

Ck. O all-potent Jove ! turn the shaft against our foes, 

Et. O Jove? what a race hast thou made women ! 

Ch. Just as wretched ns men when their city is taken. 

Kr. Again thou art yelping as thou claspest the statues ! 

Ch. Yes, for in my panic terror hurries away my tongue, 

ETi Would to heaven that you would grant me a tiiiling 
' 7 on my requesting it. 
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Ch. Tell me aa 4uiekly as you can, and I shall know at onoe. 

Et. Hold thy peace, wretched woman, alarm not thy finendk 

Cii. I hold my peace — ^with others I will suffer what is da- 
tined. 

Ex. I prefer this expression of thine rather than tlij 
former words; and moreover, coming forth from the stt* 
tues, pray thou for the hest, — that the gods may be oar 
allies. And after thou hast listened to my prayers, tiiai 
do thou raise the sacred auspicious shout of the Psoan, die 
Grecian rite of sacrificial acclamation, an encouragement* 
to thy friends that removes the fear of the foe. And I, 
to the tutelary gods of our land, both those who haunt 
the plains, and &osc who watch over the forum, and to tbe 
fountains of Dirce, and I speak not without those of the 
IsmenusS if things turn out well and our city is preserved, 
do thus make my vows that we, dyeing the altars of the' 
gods with the 4)lood of sheep, offering bulls to the gode, 
will deposit trophies, and vestments of our enemies, spear- won 
spoils of the foe, in their hallowed abodes. Offer thou pray- 
ers like these to the gods,- not -with a number of sighs, nor 
with foolish and wild sobbings ; for not one whit the more 
wilt thou escape Destiny. But I too, forsooth*, will go and 
marshal at the seven outlets of our walls, .six men, with my- 
self for a seventh, anta'gonists to our foes in gallant plight, 
before botli urgent messengers and quickly-bruited tidmgs 
arrive, and inflame us by the crisis. [^Exit Eteocles. 

Cii. 1 aXUmd, but through terror my hetcrt sleeps not; and 

cares that press close upon my heart keep my dread ahve, 

because of tlie host that hems our walls' around : like as 

' i 

* This far-fetched interpretation of an absurd text is rightly con- 
demned by W. Dindorf in his note, who elegantly reads with Lud. Din- 
dorf vSaai t 'l(Tfirfvou, Paley has clearly shown the origin of the cor- 
ruption. Linwoud is equally disinclined to support the common reading. 

- Blomfield reads ^yo* Sk y dvSpaQf the change of AEF to AEII being 
by no means a difficult one. Linwood agrees with this alteration, and 
Dindorf in his notes. But Paley still defends the common reading, 
thinking that kir' tx^polg is to be taken from the following line. I 
do not think the poet would have hazarded a construction so doubtfiili 
that we might take kwl either with dvdpaSf ^x^pole, or by tmesis, with 
dKitt. 

3 The construction of the exegeticd accusative is well illustrated in 
Jelf s Gk. Gr. § 580, 3. 
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an all-attentive nurse, feara, on behalf of her brood, 
a evil intrndere into her nest. For some are advancing 
ft tbe towers in all their numbers, in all their anaj ; (what 
if me ?) and others are launching the vast rugged 
ft at the citizens, who are assniled on all eides. IJy every 
ioB, O ye Jove-descended gods! rescue the city and tho 
_ my that spring from Cadmus. What better plain of land 
will ye take in exchange to yourselTes than this, after j-e have 
abandoned to our enemies the fertile land, and Dirce'i 
water best fed of all the streams that earth- encircling Nep- 
tune sends forth, and the daughters of Tethys? Wherefore, 
tutelary gods of the city! having hurled on those without 
the towers the calamity that slaughters men, and caEta' 
away shields, achieve glory for these citizens, and be your 
statues placed on nohle sites, as deliverers of our city', 
ihroi/gh our entreaties fraught with shrill groanings. For 
sad it is to send prematurely to destruction an ancient city, 
a prey of slavery to the spear, ingloriously overthrown 
J in crumbling ashes by an Achaean according to the will of 
' heaven; and for its women to be dragged away captives, 
I slas ! alas 1 both the young and the aged, like horses by their 
hair, while their vestments are rent about their persona. 
And the emptied city cries aloud, while its booty is 
wasted amid confused clamours ; — verily I fearfully forebode 
heavy calamities.. And a mournful thing it is for [maidens] 
just marriageahle', before the eelehratioa of rites for cull- 
ing the ft^sh flower of their virginity, to have to traverse 
fl hateful journey from their homes. What ? I pronounce 
that the dead fares better than these ; for fiill n 
the calamities, alas! alas! which a city undergoes when 
it has been reduced. One drags another", slaughters, and 
to parts he sets fire — the whole city is defiled with smoke, 
and raving Mars that tramples down the nations, Wolating 

' I hsve followed Blotnfield, snil DinJoff in his noteg, i 

^ This is pcriiaps the senee required i but, with Dindrirf, I 

how It can be elicited from [he common reading. Perhaps Schneider"* 
dprirpi^Die i» right, which is approved hy Dindorf, Linwood, and Paley. 

' liiere is the tame irregular anCitheais between aXXnii ayii and rd Si 
(= Tf ii) irup^Dpti; it in Soph. Ant. 13B, lix' I' d\\^ rd /liv, JUa 
S 'lir' oXXoii lirtnu/iQ — -'Apij^. 
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piety, iuspireB them. Throughout the town are upi'oan, 
ugoiiist the city rises the turreted circumvalUitioa', and. 
man ia slain by man with the speiir. Aad the cries of 
cliildren at the breast all bloody resound, and there is rapine 
sister of peU-mell confuslan. Pillager meets pillager, aai 
the empty-handed shouts to the empty-luinded, wishing to have 
a partner, greedy for a portion that shall be neither leas 
nor equal. What of these things can speech picture ? Fruita 
of every possible kind strewn' upon the ground occasion sor- 
row, and dismal is the face of tlie stewards. And full many 
a gift of earth is swept along in the worthless streams, in 
undiatingviiahed medley. And young female slaves have 
new sorrows, a foe being sujjerior', and fortunate as to 
theii wretohed captive couch, so that they hope for life's 
gloomy close to come, a gu^ardiau against their oll-mourntul 

Semi-Ch. TLe scout, methinks, ray friends, is bringing us 
some fresh tidings from the army, urging in haste the foe- 
warding aslee' of his feet. 

Sejci-Ch. Aye, and in very truth here comes our prince, 
son of (Edipus, very opportunely for learning the messenger's 
report, — and haste does not allow bim to make eqoal foot- 

[_Ee-enler Mebsekgee and 'Kis.^ii^i.y.s from aifferetU »idei. 



at our gates. Tydeus now for some time has been raging 
hoi'd by the gate of Prcctus : but the seer allows him not to cross 

' See ElmaL on Enr. Bacch. 611. I follow Griffiths and Palej. 
^ There it much ililBculCy in the double participle irEffuiv-cup^ac. 
Dindorf would altogether omit Bwpfluac, as a gloas. But surely irwiiv 



d as a gloss, than sogliaai. 1 tluuk that tha 
fault probably lies in irtoioj'. 

' This paESage le acarcelj satisfactory, but I hire followed Paley, 

IFerhsps if we pinoe s commit after ii irtpripfli;, and treat oiq av^p. i. bit. 
tbrvx- " ■ genitive absolute, thereAtill lie less abrujitness, tKitiQ Ian 
■tending for IXviZovat, by a frequent ensilage. 
* Tfte turgidily of this metaphor is almost too much even for .^obylui ! 
' The mnUitude of iaterpretations of the common reading are from 
Ihdr onifomi ahmrdity aufficieat to show that it ia corrupt. I h»e 



n BBj, is fbllowBil by Wellmier) reads 



the stream of Igmeuus, for the sacrifices are aot auspicioiu. 
So TydeuB, raving and greedy fur the fight, roora like a sesT' 
pent in its hissings beneath the noontide heat, and he amitea 
the sage seer, soa of O'icleus, with a taunt, [saying] that he is 
croocfaing to both Death and Battle out of euWrdice. Shout- 
ing out such words as theac, he shakes there shadowy crests, 
the hairy honours of hia hehn. while beneath his buckler bells 
cast iu brass are shrilly pealing terror : on his buckler too he 
has this arrogant device, — a gleaming sky tricked out witli 
stars, and in the centre of the shield a brilliant full moon is 
conspicuous, moat august of the heavenly bodies, the eye of 
night. Chafing thus in his vaunting harness, he ronre 1>eBide 
the bank of the river, enamoured of conflict, like a steed 
champing his bit with r^e, that rushes forth when he hears 
the voice of the trumpet'. Whom wilt thou marshal against 
this [foe] ? Who, when the fastenings give way. ia fit to be 
intrusted with the defence of the gate of PrtBtua ? 

Et. At no possible array of a man should I tremble; and 
blazonry has no power of mflicttng wounds, and crests and 
bell bite nol? without the spear. And for this night which 
thou tellest me is sparkling on his buckler with the stars of 
heaven, it may perchant* be a prophet in conceit' ; for if night 
shall settle on his eyes as he is dying, verily this vaunting 
device would correctly and justly answer to its name, and he 
himself will have made the msolencc ominous against himself. 
But against Tydeus wUl I marshal this wary son of Astacus, 
as defender of the portals, full nobly born, and one that 
reverences the throne of Modesty, and detests too haughty 
language, for he is wont to be slow at base acts, but no 

' Beiidea Stiuilej's Qlastrations, see FrictcoB on Apol. ApoL p. 58. 
FelBgODioB in the Geopanica, XVI. 2, abaenes AjaOai li inirov Kal 
Toira Tfciiiipwv, Hrat lariiKuit jit) dvtjfiirat, dXXd uporoii/ rijw yr/v 
&aitif rdxiai iitiSviiS. SC MacsriuB Uom. XXtll. 2, i-nHv Et paBf 
{6 IVttoc) itac avi>t9laSj/ h'c riv inSXffiov, irav dappavUy aat asoitn) 
^uiir^v xoXifiou, auric iroifiais fpxirat ijrt Toic ijtflpoi'e, iloTt mi 
dff' iurflc rSfi ^o-kae irrojiaii- l/iiroiiTv rolg iruXi/iimc. Mttnoion, 
Canto V.,— 

"Marminn, like charger in ihe stall, 
That hesra without Che Crampet'ii call, 
Began to chafe and swear." 
' See Boyea' Dloatratioos. p. 11. 

3 This Beeina to be the sensa of /iams ivcoia. Blonifidd would alter 
hmaia to tbe ditiie, wluch in easier. 
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dastard. And from the sown heroes whom Mars spared 
is Melonippus sprung a scion, and he is thoroughly a natiTe. 
But the event Mars with his dice will decide. Ajid justioe, 
his near kinswoman, makes him her champion^, that he 
may ward off the foeman*s spear from the mother that barft 
him. 

Ch. Now may the gods grant tmto our champion to be 
successful, since with justice' does he speed forth in defence of 
the city ; but I shudder to behold the sang^uinary fisite of thoee 
who perish in behalf of their friends. 

Mes. To him may the gods so grant success.— But Ctr 
paneus has by lot obtained his station against the Electron 
gate, lliis is a giant, greater than the other aforemen- 
tioned, and his vaunt savours not of humanity; bat he 
threatens horrors against our towers, which may fartune 
not bring to pass! for he declares, that whether the god 
is willing or unwilliug, he will make havoc of our city, and 
that not the Wrath' of Jove, dashing down updn the plain, 
should stop him. And he is wont to compare both the 
lightnings and the thunder-bolts to the heat of noontide, 
lie has a bearing too, a naked man bearing fire, and there 
gleams a torch with which his hands are armed^;— and, 
in letters of gold, he is uttering, i will bukn the city. 

Apjainst a man such as this do thou send* . Who 

will engage with him ? Who will abide 'his vaunting and 
not tremble ? 

Ex. And in tliis case" also one advantage is gained upon 
another. Of the vain conceits of man in sooth ti^e tongue of 

* So Lin wood. Justice is styled the near relation of Melanippui, 
because he was aiVx(>(^>' npyoQ, v. 406. The scholiast however interprets 
it r6 rr7c ^I'yyfvfiaf ^Uaiov. 

^ DindorTs substitution of ^ixaiaQ for ^iKaia>c is no improvemeDt 
Paley*8 ^iraioc is more elegant, but there seems little reason for altera- 
tion. 

' Probably nothing more than the lightning is meant, as BlomfieU 
su]>poscs. Paley quotes Eur. Cyd. 328, xeirXov Kpovci, Ac6c fipovraitnv 
fi'c «V' KTjiTTMv, And this agrees with the fote of Capaneus as described 
in Soph. Antig. 131, sqq.; Nounus, XXVIII. p. 480; £ur. Phoen. 
1187. Hqq. 

* Hloniflcld comiuires Eur. Bacch. 733, OvpaoiQ ^cd x'pot^v uirXia- 
uJi'<ic* 1^(>^ tl^<' preaont iH)nstruotioQ is liarsher. 

• StH* llloniflrld. 

• 1 follow Dloin field and Paley. 
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truth becomes accuse*. B|it Ciipancus is menacing, 
pared for action, dishonouring t]ic gods, and practising hia 
tongue in vain exullation ; — mortal as he is. he is sending 
loud Bwelling words into heaven to the ears of Jove. Bntl trust 
t^t, as he well deserves, the fire-hearing thunderholt will 
with justice come upon him, in no wiee likened to the noontide 
warmth of the sun. Tet against him. -albeit he is a very 
violent blusterer, is a iuro inarEhalled, fiery in his spirit, 
Blout Polyphontes, a trusty guaid by the favor of Diana our 
protectress, and of the other gods. Mention another who 
hath had his station fixed at another of our gates, 

Cn. May he perish* who proudly vaunts against our city, 
and may the thunder-bolt check him before that he burst into 
my abode, or ever, with his insolent spear force us away fi^jm 
oar maiden dwellings, 

Mes. And vcrUy I will mention bim that, hath nest bad 
hie post allotted him against our gates : — for to Eteoclus, 
third in order, hath the third lot leapt from the inverted helm 
of glittering brass, for him to advance his battalion agains' 
the gates of Keis ; and be is wheehng bis steeds fuming ii 
their trappings, eager to dash forward against the gates. 
And their snaffles ring, in barbarian fashion, filled with the 
breath uf their snorting nostrils. His buckler, too, bath been 
blaeoned in no paltry sU-le, but a man in armour is treading 
the steps of a ladder to bis foemen's tower, seeking to storm 
it. And this man, in a combination of letters, is shouting, 
how that not even Mars should force him from the bulwarks. — 
Do thou sent! also to this man a worthy champion to ward off 
from this city the servile yoke. 

Et. I will send this man forthwith, and may it be with 
(rood fortune ; and verily he is sent, bearing his boast in deed', 
Megaxeus, the offspring of Croon, of the race of thesown^; who 

1 " We embnce ttiia opportunity of cualLLiig a gmmmatical obaerT. 
with respect to the older pasts, which, to the best of onr knowledge, hu 
not hitherto heen noticed bj any graoimariao or critic. Wherever a 
wish or a prayer ii eiprEsaed, either by the BJagle optatiye mood of the 
Terb, or with fi^, ti8t, li yilji, elSt yift, the yerb it in the aecond i 
if it have a diitinct second aoriiti otlierwise it may be ia the pi 
teuse, but 19 more frequently in the first aoriat." Edinb. Rei. lii. 

' i. t. not bearing a braggart iaacnpnon, but putting ccnliilence in his 
Qwo valour, ou waa rigbtlj thrown out by Erfnrdt. Ste Paley. 

' ' ' n the dragon's teeth Euvn by CaJniua. 
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will go forth from lie ^tes not a whit terrified at the noise., 
of the mad snorting of tlie horses ; but, either by his iiitl will 
liiUy paj the debt of his Durture to the laud, or, having takm' 
two men' and the city on the shield, will garnish with ths 
Spoils die house of his father. Vaunt thee of another, and 
spare me not the recital. 

Cr. I pray that this aide may Bucceed, champion of my 
dwellings ! and that with them it may go ill ; and as they, 
with firenzicd mind, utter exceedingly proud vaunts against 
our city, 90 may Jove the avenger regard them in Ilia wrath. 

Mes. Another, the fourth., who occupies the adjoining gates 
of Onea Minerva, stands hard by with a shout, the shape and 
mighty mould of Hippomedon ; and I shuddered at him as he 
whirled the immense orb, I mean the circumference of his 
buckler — I will not deny it. And assuredly it was not 
any mean artificer in heraldry who produced this work 
upon his buckler, a Typhon, darting forth through his 
fire-breathing mouth dark smoke, the quivering aiater of fire, 
and the circular cavity of the hollow-bellied shield hath been 
made further sohd with coils of serpents. He himself, too, 
hath raised the war-cry ; said, possessed by Mars, raves for the 
raialaught. like a Thyiad', gkring terror. Well must wB 
guard against the attack of such a man as this, for Terror is 
already vaunting himself hard by our gates. 

Et. In the first place, this Onca Fallas, who dwells in our 
suburbs, living near the gates, detesting the insolence of 
the man, will drive him off, as a noxious serpent from her 
young. And Hyperbius, worthy son of (Enops, hath beea 
chosen to oppose him, man to man, willing to essay his des- 
tiny in the crisis of fortune ; fae is open to censure neither in 
form, nor in spirit, nor in array of arm : but Mercury hath 
matched them fairly; for hostile is the man to the man witll 
whom he will hove to combat, and on their bucklers will they 
bring into conflict hostile gods; for the one hath fire-breathing 
Typhon. and on the buckler of Hyperbius lather Jove is seated 
firm, flashing, with his bolt in his hacd ; and never yet did 
any one know of Jove being by any chance vanquished', 

■ Etoclu* anil the figure on Kia ibield. 

= Like a Bntehic devotee. See Virg. Mb. IV. 301, sqq. 

So in the Agamemnon, v. 477. 
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Such in good sootU is the frieudsliip of the divinities: we ara 
on the side of the victors, but they on that of the conquered, 
if at least Jove be mightier in battle than Typhon. Where- 
fore 'tis probable that the combntaiits will fare aecordiugly ; 
and to Hyperbiiis, in aceordance with his blazoarj, may Jove 
that ia on his shield become a saviour. 

Ch. I feel confident that he who hath upon his shield the 
adTersary of Jove, the hateful form of the subterranean fiend, 
a semblance hateful both to mortals and the cvcrliving gods, 
will have to leave bis head before our gates. 

Me3. May such be the issue ! But, furthermore. I mentioQ 
the fifth, marshalled at the fifth gate, that of Boreas, by 
the very tomb of Jove-born Amphion. And he makes" 
oath by the spear'' which he grasps, daring to revere it 
more than a god, and more deai'ly than his eyes', that verily 
he will make havoc of the city of the Oadmeeans in spite of 
Jove : thus says the fair-faced scion of a mouutiiiu-dwelling 
mother, a stripling hero, and the down is just making its way 
through his cneel^, ia the spring of his prime, thick sprouting 
hair. And he takes his post, having a ruthless spirit, not aii- 
Bwering to his maidenly name', and a savage aspect. Yet not 
without his vaunt does he take stand against our gates, for ou 
bia brazen-forged shield the rounded bulwark of his body, he 
■waa wielding the reproach of our city, the Sphinx of ruthlesB 
maw affixed by means of studs, a gleaming embossed form; 
and under her sb^ holds a man, one of the Cadmtcons, so 

vav. Dindnrf nauU omit all Che rolloniog tines. There is some diffi- 
culty sliout the BeDje of irpoaipiXna, irhicti I Ihiiik Paun best elplqin!< di 
meBDiiig " Bucli ia tliB god thaC respectivelf befrienda eacli of Cheae 
champ iona." 

' Cf. Apollon. Rhod. I. 46G, 'lorui vvv thou SoBpov, ury iripiaiaioy 
£XXw VitiSoQ ivi TTrnXfjioirjtv Atipoi-tni, oi/Sk ft' 6ipiWKii Xtiz rouoVt 
bnairiiv -nip Jjjov Jopu. Statias Tbeb. ix. 549—" ades o tnihi deitera 
taptam Tq pneaena bellia, et inevitabile nuoien, Te voco, te aoUm eupe- 
rum contemptor adoro." See Cerda on Virg. Ma. X. 773. 

' So CatuUus, Jii. *, 5. 

pHuer, delidiH mem puclls. 
Qaem plus iila ocuHa auis amabst. 

And Vntlielt, p. 124 (of the English Teraion) " Ncnronihar loved her 
oouaio more than her own beautiful eyes." Old TanNSLAToa, ^ei 
Vaicken. on Theocril. xi. 53. 

■ a. pun upon the word wagBivos in the composition of Parthenopteus' 
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that against this man^ most shafts are hurled. And he, a 
youth, Parthenopeeus an Arcadian, seems to have come to 
fight in no short measure', and not to disgrace the length of 
way that he has traversed: for this man, such as he is, 
is a sojourner, and, by way of fully repa3ring Argos for the 
goodly nurture she has given him, he utters against these 
towers menaces, which may the deity not fulfil. 

Ex. O may they receive from the gods the things which 
they are purposing in those very unhallowed vaunts ! Assu- 
redly they would perish most miserably in utter destruction. 
But there is [provided] for this man also, the Arcadian of 
whom you speak, a man that is no braggart, but his hand 
discerns what should be done. Actor, brother of the one afore- 
mentioned, who will not allow either a tongue, without deeds, 
streaming within our gates, to aggravate mischiefs, nor him 
to make his way within who bears upon his hostile buckler 
the image of the wild beast, most odious monster, which 
from the outside shall find fault with him who bears it 
within, when it meets with a thick battering imder the city. 
— So, please the gods, may I be speaking the truth. 

Ch. The tale pierces my bosom, the locks of my hair stand 
erect, when I hear of the big words of these proudly-vaunting 
impious men. Oh ! would that the gods would destroy them 
in the land. 

Mes. I will tell of the sixth, a man most prudent, and in 
valour the best, the seer, the mighty Amphiaraus: for he, 
having been marshalled against the gate of Homolois, reviles 
mighty Tydeus full oft with reproaches, as the homicide, the 
troubler of the state, chief teacher of the mischiefs of Argos, 
the summoner of Erimiys, minister of slaughter, and adviser 
of these mischiefs to Adrastus. Then again going up* to thy 
brother, the mighty Polyuices, he casts his eye aloft, and, at 

* The figure on the shield is undoubtedly the one meant. 

2 t. e. ** he will fight by wholesale." See comm. Perhaps the Eng- 
lish phrase to ** deal a blow," to " lend a blow," is the nearest approxi- 
mation to this curious idiom. Boyes quotes some neat illustrations. 

3 This passage is a fair instance of the impossibility of construing cer- 
tain portions of iBschylus as they are edited. Dindorf in his notes ap- 
proves of Dobree's emendation, Kai tov abv avT dh\(l>bv Ig -Karphq 
fiopov 'E^vTTTid^MV ovofia, and so Paley, except that he reads bfifia with 
Schutz, and renders it ** oculo in patrio (Edipi fatum religiose sublato." 
Blomheld's TrpofffioXajv ofiotrTropov seems simpler, and in better taste. 
ouSaTTopov was doubtless obliterated by the gloss &di\(l>sov (an Ionic 
form ill suited to the BeQariiu))^ and the ofiOioHXiVTov caus«^.d the reiuainder 
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last, rpproaeWuUy dividing Lis iiaine[into ByUables',] he calls hi 
him; and through his mouth he gives utterance to this speech 
— " Verily auch a deed is well-pleasing to the goda, and 
glorious to hear of and to tell in after times, that you are 
makiBghnyocof your paternal city, aud fa native pids, having 
brought into it a foreign armament. And what Justice shall 
staunch the fountain of thymotlier's tears? And how can thy 
fether-land, after having lleen taken hy the spear through thy 
means, ever be an ally to thee? I, for my part, in very truth 
shall fiitten this soil, seer as I am, buried beneath a hostile 
earth. Let ns to the battle, I loolt not for a dishonourable fall." 
Thus spake the seer, wielding a fair- orbed shield, all of brass; 
but no device was on its circle, — for he wishes not to seem 
but to be righteous, reaping fruit from a doop furrow in 
hia mind, from which sprout forth his goodly counsels. 
Against this champion I advise that thou send antagonists, 
both wise and good. A dread adversary is he that reveres 
the gods. 

Et. Alas ! for the omen' that associates a righteous man 
with the impious ! — Indeed ia eveir matter, nothing ia 
worse than evil fello^vship — the field of infatuation has 
death for its fruits'. For whether it be that a pious man hath 
embarked in a vessel along with violent sailors, and some vil- 
lany, he perishes vrith the race of men abhorred of heaven; 
or, being righteous, and haiing rightly fallen into the same 
toils with his countrymen, violators of hospitality, and un- 
mindful of the gods, he is beaten down, smitten with the 
scourge of the deity, which falls alike on all. Now this seer. 
I mean the son of Oicleus, a moderate, just, good, and pious 
of the Error. Barges first proposed ofiQfnropai' m Troad. Append 
134. D. Ab to Palej's idea tbnt (Edipus' death nas caused 
eonteniiarim filii inialfm," I cannot And either authority for the 
or reason for its taention here, and 1 l»ve therefore foUoweii Blomfield. 
Dindorf e trstulatiDU 1 canoot unilenCatid. The eiplaiistions of itwTia^vnt 
ovofta are amusing, and that is idl. 

' i. e. saying TIokiynKis iroXuvcicif. Faley ingenioaFlj remarbi that | 
ivSfiTtiaOnt is here uscA in a donhle sense, loth <it dimdinff aiiA r^roach 
ing. See his note, and cf. Phcen. 536. i.\<id^i Svafia IloJ 

" See Griffiths. 

■ Parson, and all the subsequent editors haie bracketed this t 

^^e^obvisted by Paley. See his note. 



14 THE 8BTRN 611-642 

miai, a mighty prophet, associated with unholy bold-mouthed 
men, in spite of his [better] judgment, when they made their 
long march, by the favour of Jove, shall be drawn along with 
them to go to the distant city*. I fancy, indeed, that he will 
not make an attack on our gates, not as wanting spirit, nor 
from cowardice of disposition, but he knows that it is hifl 
doom to Mi in battle, if there is to be any fruit in the oracles 
of Apollo: 'tis his wont too to hold his peace, or to speak 
what is seasonable. Nevertheless against him we will mar- 
shal a man, mighty Lasthenes, a porter surly to stiungers, and 
who bears an aged mind, but a youthful form; quick is bis 
eye, and he is not slow of hand to snatch his spear made naked 
from his left hand'. But for mortals to succeed is a boon of 
the deity. 

Ch. O ye gods, give ear to our righteous supplications, and 
graciously bring it to pass that our city may be successful, 
while ye turn the horrors wrought by the spear upon the inva- 
ders of our country : and may Jove, having flung them [to a 
distance] from our towers, slay them with his thimderbolt. 

Mes. Now will I mention this the seventh, against the 
seventh gate, thine own brother— what calamities too he impre- 
cates and prays for against our city ; — that, he having scaled the 
towers, and been proclaimed* to the land, after having shouted 
out the pajan of triumph at the capture, may engage with thee; 
and, having slain thee, may die beside thee, or avenge him- 
self on thee alive, that dishonoured, that banished him*, by 
exile after the very same manner. Thus does mighty Poly- 
nices clamour, and he summons the gods of his race and 
fatherland to regard his supplications. He has, moreover, a 
newly-constructed shield, well suited [to his arm,] and a double 

^ Either with ttoXiv or wSXiv there is much difiiculty, as without an 
epithet iroXig seems harshly applied to Hades. Paley thinks that r^y 
fiaKp&v refers both to Tro/iTr^v and rroXiv, Dindorf adopts his usual 
plan when a difiiculty occurs, and proposes to omit the line. Frit28che 
truly said of this learned critic, that if he had the privilege of omitting 
everything he could not understand^ the plays of the Grecian dramatists 
would speedily be reduced to a collection of fragments. 

^ When the spear was not in use, it was held in the left hand^ tinder the 
shield. See Blomfield. 

^ sc. king, or victor. Blomfield adopts the former. 

* This passage is not satisfactory. Paley reads dvdprjXaTiUVf bat I am 
doubtful aly^ut tC>q .... rovdt . . . rpoirov. 
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device wrought upon it. — For a woman is leading oe a mailed 
warrior, forced out of braes, conducting liiiu decorously ; and 
so ahe professes to be Justice, as the inscription tells.— i will 

BBIKie BACK THIS MAN, AND KE SHALL HAVE THE CITY OP 
HIS FATHBBS, AND A DWELLINO IN THE PALACE. Such Ore 

their devices: and do thou thyself now determine whom it is 
that tbouthinkeHt proper to send; since never at any lime shalt 
thou censure me for my tidings ; "but do thou thyself detera ' 
the management of tJie vessel of the state. 

Et. O heaven-phrenzied. and great abomination of the 
gods! — Oh! for our race of (Edipus, worthy of all mourning 
— Alas for me 1 now verily arc the curses of my sire coming 
to an accomplishment. But it becomes me not to weep or 
■wail, lest birth he given to a Inment yet more intolerable. 
But to Polynices, that well deserves his name, I say, soon 
shall we know what issue his blazonry will have ; whether 
letters wrought in gold, vainly vaunting on his buckler, along 
with phrenzy of soul will rcstoro him. If indeed Justice, the 
virgindaughterof Jove, attended on his actions or his thoughts, 
perchance this might he. But neither when he escape the dark- 
ness of the womb, nor in his infancy, nor ever in his boyhood, 
nor in the gathering of the hair on his chin, did Justice look on 
him, or deem him worthy her regards : nor truly do I suppose 
that she will now take her stand near to him, in his ill-omened 
possession of his father-land. Truly she would then in bU 
reason be falsely called Justice, were she to consort with a 
man all-daring in his soul. Trusting in this I will go, and 
&ce tiim in person. Who else could do so with better right? 
Leader against leader, brother against brother, foeman witli 
foeman, rfiaB I take my stand. Bring me with all speed my 
greaves, ray spear, and my armour of defence against the 
stones. Exit Mkssenoeb. 

Ch. Do not, dearest of men, son of (Edipus, become i. 
wrath like to him against whom thou hast most bitterly 
spoken.— Enough it is that Cadmicans come to the encounter 
■with Argives. For such bloodshed admits of expiation. But 
the death of own brothers thus mutually wrought by their 
own hands — of this pollution there is no decay. 

Et. If any one receives evil without disgrace, be it s , 
for the only advantage is among the dead : but of evil and 
disgraoefid things, thou canst not tell me honour. 
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Ch. Why art thou eager, my son? let not At6, full of wrath, 
raging with the spear, hurry thee away — ^but banish the first 
impulse of [evil] passion. 

Et. Since the deity with all power urges on the matter, let 
the whole race of Laius, abhorred by Phoebus, having received 
for its portion the wave of Cocytus, drift down with the wind. 

Ch. So fierce a biting lust for unlawful blood hurries thee 
on to perpetrate the shedding of a man's blood, of which the 
fruit is bitter*. 

Et. Aye, for the hateful curse of my dear father, con- 
summated, sits hard beside me with dry tearless eyes, telling 
me that profit comes before my after doom*. 

Ch. But do not accelerate it; thou wilt not be called das- 
tardly if thou honourably preservest thy life — and Erinnys*, 
with her murky tempest, enters not the dwelling where the gods 
receive a sacrifice from the hands [of the inmatesj. 

Et. By the gods, indeed, we have now for some time 
been in a manner neglected, and the pleasure which arises 
from our destruction is welcomed by them; why should we 
any longer fawn* upon our deadly doom? 

Ch. Do so now, whilst it is in thy power ; since the daemon, 
that may alter with a distant shifting of his temper, will per- 
chance come with a gentler air; but now he still rages. 

Et. Aye, for the curses of CEdipus have raged beyond all 
bounds ; and too true were my visions of phantoms seen in my 
slumbers, dividers of my father's wealth'. 

Ch. Yield thee to women, albeit that thou lovest them not. 

Et. Say ye then what one may allow you ; but it must 
not be at length. 

Ch. Go not thou on this way to the seventh gate. 

* In the original there is, perhaps, a slight mixture of construction, 
uijjiaTog partly depending upon Kapiroq implied in iriKpoKapTrov, and 
}>artly upon dvdpoKraffiav, dvdpoKT, aifi, being the slaughter of a man, 
l/j/ which his blood is shed. 

* Wellauer: denuntians lucrum^ quod prius erit morte posteriors: 
i. e. victoriam quam sequetur mors. And so Griffiths and Paley. 

3 Shakspeare uses this name in the opening speech of King Henry, in 
part I. : 

No more the thirsty Erinnys of this soil 

Shall daub her lips with her own children's blood. 

Old Translator. 

* See above, v. 383. 

* Somewhat to the same effect is the dream of Atossa in the Persse. 
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El . ^^Tiettcd ns I am. tioii wilt not blunt me by argument. 

Ch. Yet ^od, at all events, honourR nn inglorious victory. 

Et. It ill beeomeB B -warrior tO' acquiesce in this advice. 

Ch. What! wilt thou shed the blood of thine own brother? 

Et, By heaven's leave, he shall not elude destruction. 
Extt Etbocies. 

Ch. I shudder with dread that the power that lays waste this 
houae, not like the gods, the all-true, the evil-boding Erinnys 
Bummoned by the curses of the father, is bringing to a 
conBiunmation the wrathful curses of distracted CEdijiua'. 
"Tis this quarrel, fatal to his sons, that arouses ber. And 
the Chalybian stranger, emigrant from Seythia, is appor- 
tioning their shares, a fell divider of poaaessioas, the steni- 
heorted steel', allotting them land to occupy, just as much, aa 
it may be theirs to possess when dead, bereft of their large 
domainB*. When they shall have fallen, slain by each other's 
hands in mutual slaughter, and the dust of tlie groimd 
shall have drunk np the blnck-clotted blood of murder, who 
will furnish expiation? who will purify them? Alas for 
the fresh troubles mingled with the ancient horrors of this 
f anuly ! for I speak of the ancient transgression with its speedy 
punishment; yet it abides imto the third generation: si 
Latus, in spite of Apollo, who had thrice declared, in 
central oracles of Pytho, that, dying without issue, 
would save the state*, did, notwithstanding, overcome by 
his friends, in his infatuntiou beget his own destruction, 
the parricide (Edipus, who dared to plant in an imhal- 
lowed field, whore he bad been reared, a bloody root. — 



aoble inipersODntion of the 6 
3 Shakspesre, King John, Bi't iy. ec. 2 : 

That blood, which own'il the breadth of all this isle, 

Three foot of it doth hold. 

King Henrf IV. psrt E. art v. sc. 5. 

Fare thee well, greiit hiflrt I— 
Ill-weai'd embition, how muell art thou Bbrunkl 
Wlien that tbig' bod; did cnnlain a spirit, 
A kingdom for it was too <iinall a hound; 
Bnt now, two paces of th» vilest earth 

la room enoagb. 

' Snrelj the fnll sto|) after irfliv in v. 749 should Tw removed, and a 
eoion, or mark of hyperbBton anbstitDted. Oq looking at Palef's edidun, 
1 find myself anticijialed. 
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'TwaB phrenzy linked the distracted pair; and as it were a 
sea of troubles brings on one billow that subaides, and rean 
another triply cloven, which too dashes about the stem of 
our state. But between [it and us] there stretches a fence at 
a small interval, a tower in width alone^. And I fear lest 
the city should be overcome along with its princes. For tin 
execrations, that were uttered long ago, are finding their 
accomplishment : bitter is the settlement, and deadly things 
in their consummation pass not away. The wealth of enter- 
prising merchants', too thickly stowed, brings with it a casting 
overboard from the stem. For whom of mortals did tiie 
gods, and his fellow-inmates in the city, and the many lives of 
herding men', admire so much as they then honoured (£di- 
pus, who had banished from the realm the baneful pest tliat 
made men her prey. But when he unhappy was apprised 
of his wretched marriage, despairing in his sorrow, with 
phrenzied heart he perpetrated a twofold horror; he de- 
prived himself with parricidal hand of the eyes that were 
more precious than his children. And indignant because of 
his scanty supply of food^, he sent upon his sons, alas ! alas! 
a curse horrible in utterance, even that they should some time 
or other, share his substance between them with sword- wieldii^ 
hand; and now I tremble lest the swift Erinnys should be on 
the point of fulfilling that prayer. 

lie-enter Messenger. 
Be of good cheer, maidens that have been nurtured by your 
mothers*. This city hath escaped the yoke of servitude ; the 
vaiyitings of our mighty foes have fallen ; and our city is calm, 
and hath not admitted a leak from the many buffets of the 
surge ; our fortification too stands proof, and we have fenced 
our gates with champions fighting single-handed, and bring- 
ing surety ; — ^for the most part, at six of our gates, it is well; 
but the seventh the revered lord of the seventh, sovereign 

^ This is Griffiths' version of this awkward passage. I should prefer 
reading oXkciv with Paley, from one MS. So also Burges. 

* See my note on Soph. Philoct. 708, ed. Bohn. 

8 This seems the best way of rendering the bold periphrase, 6 voXv- 
PoTOQ aiu)v (5por&v, See Griffiths. 

* I follow Paley. Dindorf> in his notes, agrees in reading rpo ^ac, 
but the metre seems to require Mkotoc. Griffiths defends the common 
reading, but against the ancient authority of the schol. on (£d. CoL 1375. 
See Blomfield. 

^ Blomfield with reason thinks that a veise has been lost* 
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>Ilo, chose for himiielf, bnuging to a cousuminatioii Ilie 

ient indiscretioiis of Lai'us. 

)b. And wLat Dew event is hippeDing to our city ? 

dEB. These men have fallen by lurnds that dealt mutual 

Ja. Who? What is it thou snyest! 1 nm diBtraeted with 

■or at thy tidings. 

lEs. Now be calm and listen, the race of CEdipus — 

Jh. Alas for me wretched! I am a prophetess of horrors, 

Ibb. Stretched in tie dust are they beyond all dispute. 

Ih. Came they even to thatf bitter then are thy tidings, 

speak thera. 

Ies. Even thus [too surely] were they destroyed by bro- 

rly bands. 

'.s.. Even thua was the dscmon at once impartial to 

(bs. And he himself, be sure of this, is cutting off the ill' 

drace. 

'■Tf. Over euoh events one may both rejoice and weep — 

oieej at the success of our city — but [mourn because]* 

princes, the two generals, have portjoued out the whole 

iesfdon of their substance with the hammer- wrought 

thian steel, and they will posaesB of land just as much as 

' receive at their burial, carried off according to the 

appy imprecations of theii' sire. 

[es. The city is rescued, but earth hath drank the blood 

be brother princes through their slaughter of each other. 

£xii Messengks'. 
H. Oh mighty Jove! and tutelary divinities of our city! 

rhe care which tlie Mfssenger takes to ehow the brigbt aide of the 
iro lirst, reminds us o! Northumberland's speech, SLaiiBpesre, King 
rjr IV. pari ii. act i. sc. 1 : 

This thDQ woold'st B»y,— Your son did thus and thus ; 

■Your brother, Ihna ( eo fought the nohlu Duuslas ; 

Stopping in; greedy ear nith tbeir bold doeda; 

But in the eud, to atop mine ear indeed. 

Thou tioaC a sigh to blow anay this pmise. 

Ending with— brother, sou, and all are dead. Old Tbansl. 
rhis is a good example of tlie figure chiasmus, the force of which I 
eiprcBsed by the bracketed words repeated from the two infinities. 
Latin eiamplea in the notes of Arutzeuius on Mamertin. Geneth. 8, 
'; Panog. Vctt. t. i. 

rhe Messeneer retires to dress for the derald's part, 
arace's role, "Kec quartn loqui peiBona laboreC," aeaxi*. «i \s«6 
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ye that do in ver}' deed protect these towers of Cadmus, am I 
to rejoice and raise a joyous hymn to the saTionr of our city, 
the aTerter of mischief, or shall I bewail the miserable tm 
ill-fated childless* commanders, who, in very truth, conectlj, 
according to their name', full of rancour, have perished in im- 
pious purpose ? Oh dark and fatal curse of the race and of 
GBdipus, what horrible chill is this that is &lliii^ upcm mj 
heart*? I, like a Thyiad, have framed a dirge for the tomb, 
hearing of the dead, dabbled in blood, that perished haplesslf 
— verily this meeting of spears was ill- omened. The imnrect- 
tion of the father hath taken full effect, and hath not mfled: 
and the unbelieving schemes of Laius have lasted even untQ 
now ; — and care is through our city, and the divine dedaza* 
tions lose not their edge — Alas! worthy of many a si^ 
ye have accomplished this horror surpassing credence ; loid 
lamentable sufferings have come in deed. This is self* 
evident, the tale of the messenger is before my eyes— DonUe 
are our sorrows, double are the horrors of them that have 
fallen by mutual slaughter ; doubly shared are these consume 
mated sufferings. What shall I say ? What, but that of a 
certainty troubles on troubles are constant inmates of thiB 
house ? But, my friends, ply the^spoeding stroke of your hands 
about your heads, before the gale of sighs, which ever wafts on 
its passage, the bark, on which no sighs are heard, with sable 
sails, the freighted with the dead, untrodden for Apollo, the 
sunless, across Acheron, and to the invisible all-receiving shore^. 

been drawn from the practice of the Greek stage. Onlj three acton 
were allowed to each of the competitor-dramatists, and these were assigned 
to them by lot. (Hesychius, Nl/iijertc vTroKpiTu»v.) Thus, for instance^ 
as is remarked by a writer in the Quarterly Review, in the CEdipns ^ 
Colonus, ▼. 509, Ismene goes to offer sacrifice, and^ after about fortf 
lines, returns in the character of Theseus. Soon afterwards, ▼. 847i 
Antigone is carried off by Creon's attendants, and returns as Thes^u 
after about the same interval as before. Old Translation. The trans- 
lator had misquoted the gloss of Hesychius. 

^ This is the tragic account. See Soph. Antig. 170, sqq.; Eurip. 
Phsen. 757, sqq. But other authors mention descendants of both. 

''' Another pun on IIoXvvcucjjc. 

^ Cf. Romeo and Juliet, act iv. sc. 3 : 

" I have a faint cold fear thrills through my veins." 

* This passage is confessedly corrupt. Paley seems to have rightly 
restored dtrroXov from the atrroXov 9e<apida in Robertelli's edition. This 
ship, as he remarks, would truly be affroXog^ in opposition to the one 
sent to Delphi, which was properly said (TreXXecrOai im Oetopiav, Tha 
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But [enough] ! for here are coming to tliis bitter office both 
Antigone and Ismene. I am assunid beyond all doubt that 
they wiU send forth a fitting wail from their lovely deep-cinc- 
tured bosoms. And right it ia that we, before tie sound of their 
vailing reach us, both ejaculate the dismal-sounding chaunt of 
Brinnya.andsingahatefulpEcan to Pluto. Alas! yethatarcthc 
most hapless in your sisterhood of all women that fling the zone 
araundtiieir robes, I weep, Imuum,and there is no guile about 
so as not to be truly wailing from my very soul. 

Skmi-Ohorus. Alas', alas! ye frantic youths, distrustful of 
friends, and unsubdued by trouble-s, hare wretched seized on 
your paternal dwelling with the spear. 

Semi-Ch. Wretched in sooth were they who found a 
vrretched death to the bane of their houses. 

Semi-Ch. Alas! alas! ye that overthrew the walls of your 
palace, and having caat aa eye on bitter monarchy how 
nave ye now settled your claims with the steel'" 

SemI-Ch. And too truly hath awful Erinnys brought [the 
curses] of their father ffidipus to a consummation, 

Semi-Ch. Smitten through your left Smitten in very 

truth, and through sides that sprung from a common womb. 

Semi-Ch. Alas for thcra, wrL'tcbed! Alas! for the impre- 
cations of death which avenged murder by miurder. 

Semi-Ch. Thou speakest of the stroke that pierced through 
and through those that were smitteu in their houses and in their 
persons, with speechless rage, and the doom of discord brought 
upon them by the curses of their father. 

Semi-Ch. And moreover sighing pervades the city, the 
towers sigh, the land that loved her heroes sighs: and for pos- 
terity reniains the substance by reason of which, by reason of 
which', contention came upon theni whom evil destiny, and the 
issue of death, 

Sbui-Cb, In the fierceness of their hearts they divided 
between them the poaaessions, so as to have an equal share ; 
but the arbiter' escapes not censure ii'om their friends, and 
joyless wos their warfare. 

words aari^ii x-rXXuvi confirro thia opinion. In regard to the ulluaions, 
tee SUnlej Had Bloniticid, also WyItFnbai:h on Plato Fhedon. Bub itllt. 

' Thia repetition of I' <Li> is not sliogelhet otiose. Their contention 
for estate wag the cauEC both of thdr being afi'»|iDj>ui and of the vtiEo; 
that eusxifA, 

}. Ibx snord, Cf. v. &Si. 
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Semi-Ch. Smitten by the steel, here they lie; and smittoi 
by the steel^ there await them— one may perchance ask what? 
---the inheritance of the tombs of their Others. 

Semi-Ch. From the house the piercing groan sends forth id 
soimd loudly over them, mourning with a sorrow sufferings ai 
o'er its own, melancholy, a foe to mirth, sincerely weepiog 
from the very soul, which is worn down while I ¥rail for these 
two princes. 

Semi-Ch. We may say too of these happy men that fh^ both 
wrought many mischie& to their countrymen, and to the ranks 
of all the strangers, that perished in great numbers in battle. 

Semi-Ch. Ill-fated was she that bare them before all women, 
as many as are mothers of children. Having taken to henelf 
her own son for a husband, she brought forth these, and thej 
have ended their existence thus by fraternal hands that dealt 
mutual slaughter. 

Semi-Ch. Fraternal in very truth ! and utterly undone were 
they by a severing in no wise amicable, by phrenzied strife at 
the Gousummatiou of their feud. 

Semi-Ch. But their enmity is terminated : and in the reeking 
earth is their Life-blood mingled, and truly are they of the 
same blood. A bitter arbiter of strife is the stranger from 
beyond the sea, the whetted steel that bounded forth from the 
fire ; and bitter is the horrible distributer of their substance, 
Mars, who hath brought the curse of their father . truly to 
its consummation. 

Semi-Ch. Hapless youths ! They have obtained their portion 
of heaven-awarded woes, and beneath their bodies shall be a 
fathomless wealth of earth*. Alas ! ye that have made your 
houses bloom with many troubles! And at its fall liiese 
Curses raised the shout of triumph in shrill strain, when 
the race had been put to flight in total rout; a trophy of 
Ate has been reared at the gate at which they smote each 
other, and, having overcome both, the daemon rested. 

JEnter Antigone and Ismene. 

Ant. When wounded thou didst wound again*. 

^ This epithet applied to their ancestral tombs doubtless alludes to tiie 
violent deaths of Laius and (Edipus. 

' On the enaUage (nlofiaTi for awfiatri see Griffiths. The poet means to 
say that this will be all their possession after death. Still Blomfield'i 
reading, xtafiari^ seems more elegant and satisfactory. 

' Pauw remai*ks that Polynices is the chief subject of Antigone'f 
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Ism. And thou, having dealt death, didst perish. 

Ant. With the spear thou didst slay. 

Ibm. By the spear thou didst fall. J 

Ant. Wretched in thy deeda ! I 

Ism. Wretched in thy sufii;riiig.s ! I 

Ant. Let tears arise. ] 

Ibm. Let groans resound. 

Ant. Having slain, he shall lie prostrate. Alas! alasS my 
soil] is maddening with sighs. 

Ibm. And my heart mourns within me. 

Ant. Alas! thou that art worthy of all lamentation! 

Ism. And thou again also utterly wretched. 

Ant. By a friend didst thou Jail. 

IsH. And a friend didst thou sky. 

Ant. Double horrors to tell of. 

Ibm. Double horrors to behold ! 

Ant. These horrors are near akin to such sorrows. 

Ism. And we their sisters here are near to ottr brothers. i 

Ch, Alas! thou Destiny, awarder of bitterness, wretched I 1 
(md thou dread shade of (Edipus ! and dork Erinnys ! rerily 
art thou great in might. 

Ant. Alaa ! alas ! sufferinga dismal to behold hath he 
ehown to me after his exile. 

Ant. And he returned not when he had slain him. 

Ism. No — but after being saved he lost his life. 

.Ant. In Tery truth he lost it. 

Ism. Aye, and he cut off his brother. 

Ast. Wretched family ! 

Ibm. That hath endarcd wretchedness. Woes that are 
■wretched and of one name. Thoroughly steeped in three-fold 



Ant. Deadly to tell — 

Ism. Deadly to look on, 

Ch. Alns ! alas ! tliou Destiny, awarder of bitterness, 
wretched ! and thou dread shade of (Edipus ! and dai'k 
Erinnys! verilj^art thou great in might. 

Ant. Thou in sooth kuowest this by passing throng' 

mourning, whilst Ismeoe bemaila Eteocles. Thia may illustrate much 
□r the rallowing dialugue, as well OB explain nbcucs Sophocles dorii 
bis muterpieix of ohaiitctec, tha Tbeban luartjr-betaiDe. Aocigone. 
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(ssc. And 80 dost thou, having learned it just as suon 
us he. 

Ant. After that thou didst return to the city. 

Ism. An antagonist too to this man here in oattle-fraj. 

Ant. Deadly to tell. 

Ism. Deadly to look on. 

Ant. Alas! the trouble. 

Ism. Alas! the horrors upon our family and our land, and 
ine above all. 

Ant. Alas ! alas ! and me, be sure, more than all. 

Ism. Alas ! alas ! for the wretched horrors ! O sovereign 
Eteocles, our chieftain ! 

Ant. Alas ! ye most miserable of all men. 

Ism. Alas ! ye possessed by Ate. 

Ant. Alas ! alas ! where in the land shall we place them 
both? Alas! in the spot that is most honourable. Alas! 
alas ! a woe fit to sleep beside my father*. 

Enter Hebald. 

'Tis my duty to announce the good pleasure and the decree 
of the senators of the people of this city of Cadmus. It y& 
resolved to bury this body of Eteocles for his attachment 
to his countr}', with the dear interment in earth ! for in 
repelling our foes he met death in the city, and being pure 
in respect to the sacred rites of his country, blameless hath 
he fallen where 'tis glorious for the young to fall ; thus, indeed, 
hath it been commissioned me to annoimce concerning this 
corpse : But [it has been decreed] to cast out unburied, a prey 
for dogs, this the corpse of his brother Polynices, inasmuch as 
he would have been the overtumer of the land of Cadmus, if 
some one of the gods had not stood in opposition to his spear: 
and even now that he is dead, he will lie under the giult of 
pollution with the gods of his country, whom he having dis- 
honoured was for taking the city by bringing against it a 
foreign host. So it is resolved that he, having been buried 
dishonourably by winged fowls, should receive his recompense, 

^ Throughout this scene I have followed Dindorf 's text, although manj 
improvements have been made in the disposition of the dramatis persons. 
Every one will confess that the length of i^ lu) commonplaces in thif 
scene would be much against the })lay, but for the animated conclusion, 
a conclusion, however, that muse lose all its finest interest to the reader 
who is unacquainted with the Antigone of Sophocles 1 
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nnd that neither piling up by hands of the mound over his 
tomb should follow, nor anyone honour him with shrill-voiced 
\Fitiling9. but that he be unbraced with a fimeral at the haada 
of his friends. Such is the decree of the magistracy of the 
CaAmwaua. 

AsT. But I aay to the nilera of tho Cadmteans, if not 
another single person is willing to take part with me i 
burying him., I will bury him. and will expose myself t 
perd by burying my brother. And I feel no shame at being 
guilty of this disobedient insubordination against the city. 
Powerful is the tie of the common womb from which we 
eprung, from a wretched mother, and a hapless sire. Where- 
fore, my soul, do thou, willing with the willing share in his 
woes, with the dead, thou living, with sisterly feeling — and 
nought shuU lean-bellied wolves tear his flesh — let no one 
suppose it. All womftn though I be, I will coutrivc a tomb and 
deep-dug grave for him, bearing earth in the bosom-fold of my 
fine-Iinon robe, and I myself will cover him; let none imagine 
the contrary; an effective scheme shall aid my boldivess. 

Hmu. I bid thee not to act despite the state in this matter. 

Ant. I bid thee not announce to me superfluous things, 

Hkr. Yet stern is a people that has just escaped troubles. 

Ant. Aye, call it stem', — ^yet this [corpae] shall not Jia 
unburied. 

Hek. What ! wilt thou honour with a tomb bim whom O' 
state abhor^ ? 

Akt. Heretofore he has not been honoured by the gods*. 

Heb. Not so, at least before he put this realm in jeopardy. 

Ant. HftTing suffered injuriously he repaid with injury. 

' WdlBBsr [not Schatedeld, as Grilfithi Uft) defends the camma 
readine from Htrodot. V. 19. 

' Tp^X^^^- But T, BuT^eAB'emcndaCiDrirpax^Cy' wems better, and J 
■pp roved by Blomfield. 

■ Soph. Ant. 44, j yiij) voilg ed-Trruv 

* I hBTB tulien Griflitha' translation of w 
Titiosa," and of stuff that no aSQe person -can beliEie came from tbe 
of Xacbjlaa. Paiej, wbo has often seen die trath where sU othen 
Tailed, ingeniooalf aappoEes tbat niJ is a miaCakea iDBertion, and, ocnitting 
it, takes liaTtTi/iiirai in this leoEe: ''jam Aic non flin;j/i'iM a diii Aono- 
ralur: ergo ego eum honorabo." See bis lughly satisfactory nolo, to 
which T will only add that the reasoning of tbe Aotigone of Sopboclo, 
Wi, S15, Bijq. gives ample confinnatioa to liii view of Out passage. 
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Hbs. Aye, but this deed of his fell on all instead of one. 

Ant. Contention is the last of the gods to finish a dispute*, 
and I will bury him ; make no more words. 

Hek. Well, take thine own way — ^yet I forbid thee. 

Exit Hebald. 

€h. Alas ! alas ! ye fatal Furies, proudly triumphant, 
and destructiye to this race, ye that have ruined the family 
of CEdipus from its root. What will become of me ? "What 
shall I do? What can I devise? How shall I have the 
heart neither to bewail thee nor to escort thee to the 
tomb? But I dread and shrink from the terror of the citizens. 
Thou, at all events, shalt in sooth have many mourners; but 
he, wretched one, departs unsighed for, having the solitaiy- 
wailing dirge of his sister. Who will agree to this? 

Sem. Let the state do or not do aught to those who be- 
wail Polynices. We, on this side will go and join to escort 
his funeral procession; for both this sorrow is common to the 
race, and the state at different times sanctions different 
maxims of justice. 

Sem. But we will go with this corpse, as both the city and 
justice join to sanction. For next to the Immortals and the 
might of Jove, this man prevented the city of the Cadmseans 
from being destroyed, and thoroughly overwhelmed by the 
surge of foreign enemies. 

^ Blomileld would either omit thii Terse, or awign it to the chonu. 



THE PERSIANS. 



The ill'lKiding dmm of Atossa is conlirmed bf 8 mesacngcr from tha 
Persian army, giving an sccount of tlie defeat at Saliimis, and the ahado 
of Darius, beiiig iniaked, denunDCeB the mad roUy of Xsnes, with 
^_ whose lamEDtatioDi, upoo his diagracefol return, the ylaj cancludes. 



^P PERSONS REPRESENTED. 

Chobcs of aced pBBnANa. I The Ghobt ar Dabidb. 
ArosbA. rijE Queen-Mother. Xebzes. 

A Mbhbknckb. I 

Ch. These are tlie faithiul band' left by the Persians who 
have gone into the land of Hellas, and guardians of these opu- 
lent abodes abounding in gold, whom our prince Xerxes himself, 
a monarch descended irora Dariua, selected according lo senior- 
ity, to have the superintendence of the realm. And now for 
some time my ill-boding soul within me has been in a state of 
exceeding agitation concerning the return of our monarch, 
and of the army in its rich array, for the whole native power 
of Afiia hath gone, and [my mindj calls for ita youthful hero'. 

' iriffTa = oi wiarnl, 6ee Blomfield, who ehowa that this was a caUo- 
mery epitliet applied to the Satraps and other Persian dignitories. Siebe- 
lia. Distrib. in Madbyli Feraaa. pp. 37. sqq. brings a great show of learn- 
ing to prove that these wetc the Eunuchs, especially 11*010 thnr being 
roosulted by Atobsa, aud moreover supposes both from the etymology of 
<ertaiii of the uaoiee, ami Che enumeratioa of those allies of the Persiani 
only, who were chiefly infamous for their effeminncj, that a Btrenni of 
irony runs throughout the whole of this chDrua, ndmirahly calculated to 
please an Athenian audience. This is aoulirmed by .^schylas having 
Tentured to employ a parody of the coinmencemcat of Phryniohos' Phce- 
nissz, which ran thus: ril' iari nrfxriuv ruir wiXai fiijiritoTuv (tee 
Sieb. ibid, p. 3y). The scene is laid at Susa, where the royal re 
and treasury was. See Herodot. Y. 49. Hence Susa ia placed 
omamenta regiii"' by Curtius V. 1, ?. 

' I have, with Palej, followed the clear and satisfactory espIan»tion 
wliich Linwood has confirmed in his Leitcnn, s, v. 0auZiiv 
E i 
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And neither does any messenger nor any horseman arrive at 
the city of the Persians, who, having quitted the city of Susa 
and of Ecbatana^, and the antique Ciwian fortress, set forth, 
some on steeds, some in ships, and the in&ntry in slow march, 
forming a dense file of war. Amistres^, for instance, and 
Artaphrenes, and Megabayes, and Astaspes, leaders of the 
Persians, kings, subalterns of the great kir^, speed their way, 
inspectors of the great host, both those that conquer with the 
bow, and mounted upon steeds, fearful to look upon*, and ter- 
rible in fight, through their stem determination of spirit 
Artembaces too, rejoicing in his charger, and Masistres, and 
stout Imaeus that slays with the bow, and Pharandaces and Sos- 
thanes, driver of steeds. And others Nile, the mighty stream 
and nourisher of many, sent forth; Susiscanes, Pegastagon 
native of Egypt, and the lord of sacred Memphis mighty 
Arsames, and Ariomardus ruler of ancient Thebes, and the 
dwellers in the fens, skilful rowers of galleys, and in multi- 
tude beyond all numbering. There follows a crowd of Lydians, 
delicate in their habits of life, and they that hold every nation 
native on the continent*, whom Mithragathes and valiant Arc- 
teus, inspector-princes, and Sardis that teems with gold, send 
forth in many chariots, in ranks of double and treble yokes*, 
a spectacle fearful to look upon. The borderers too on sacred 
Tmolus are bent on casting the yoke of servitude around 
Hellas, Mardon, Tharybis, [twin] anvils of the spear, and the 
Mysians who launch the javelin. Babylon too, that teems 
with gold, sends forth her mingled multitude in long array, 

remarks that we cannot supply 'Aaia from ' AffiaToyevrjg, because the 
subject referred to is not redly the same in both cases. Jelf, Gk. Gr. 
§566, 3, says *'j3av?£i dvSpa, the shout was *dv^p;'*' comparing 
Eur. Hipp. 168, dvreov "ApTefiiv, But the passages are not parallels. 
The force of j3av^« is well illustrated by Stanley. 

^ Ecbatana was another royal residence. Cf. Herodot. I. 98 ; CurtiuSy 
V. 8, 1. 

^ Siebelis (pp. 43, 4) will entertain the reader with some facetious 
etymologies of some of these Persian names. At all evenly ^schylns 
was not very particular about their orthography or prosody. 

3 Blomfield observes from Herodot. Erato CXII. that this was no 
more than the truth. 

* This is Blomfield's interpretation, who supposes the lonians to be 
designated by this circumlocution, but Dindorf approves the correctioD 
of Schutz, omitting ro{)Qt and writing oc r\ 

* L e. with four or six horses. 
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both those who embnrk in ships, aDd are trust in their Talour 
to draw the bow. And the scimitar- wielding popiJaoe from 
all Asia follows in their train, iiuder the dread mandates 
of the king. Such a flower of men is gone fiom the Persian 
land; concerning whom the Asiatic soil which reared them is 
ehrivelled M'ith vehement anxiety: and parents and wives, aa 
they coimt the day, shudder at the lengthening date. 

The royal armament that makes havoc of cities, hath some 
time since passed over to the adjoining opposite region, having 
crossed the frith of Hello daughter of Athamas', on a cable- 
fastened raft, after flinging a, many-rivetted causeway by way 
of yoke over the neck of Ocean. And against every land does 
the impetuona lord of many-peopled Asia urge forward his 
godlike armament in two divisions, of infantry, and of forces 
drawn from the sea, trusting in his strong sturdy commanders, 
a man equal to the gods of the Toce that sprung from gold'. 
And flashing from his eyes lie dark-blue glare of the deadly 
serpent, appointed with many a warrior and many a mwiner, 
and ur^;ing on his Syrian' car, he is leading on a war victorious 
with the bow against men who are famous for the speai^. 
And no one is of such approved prowess as that, having made 
stand against a mighty torrent of men, he can repulse, by 
mighty bulwarks, the irresistible billow of the sea. For terri- 
ble to approach is the army of Persians, nnd valiant of soul 
the host. But what mortal man shall elude the treacherous 
deceit of the deity? Who is he that with an agile foot, of 
easy eprtng*, can bound over it ? For fawning on bjin at first 

' Hfgia. Fab. III.: " Fhrixos et Helle, inasaia a Libcro objecM, cam 
in sfliis errarent, nebula mater eo didcur venlsse, et adetcm inauratam 
adduxusa Ndptoni et Theophanca filioni, eumque nalos Buos asceaderB 
jasait, et Colcboa ad regem vEetam Solia filium tranfiire, ibiquo arietara 
Marti immoUre. Quo cum aacendissent, et aries eoe in pclngua detulisnt, 
Uelle de ariece decidit, ex qno Hellespaiitnin pelagus eat appellatum." 

' Scliol. a, prefera it. It alludes tu the wa; in whicli Jute wag feigned 
to liaTE viaited Danae, v. BG. 

s i. e. Aasyriaa. See Blomficld. 

* Great stresa ia constantly la 
hand caat«3ti of the Grecian wea 
See Horodot. V. 49, VII. 211, and SiebelU, p. il. 

* Weliauer vainlf attempU to defend liviiniTiu)'. A]thone;h the enaltaj^ 
propoBcd by Blomfteid ia defenaibie, I stili prefer regardiTig wTfci/fiarot^ 
merely as the attributive genitive, with Linwoud's Lei. p. 33, and Jeiri 
61(.Gr. 531, ObB. 3. 
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with kindly disposition it lures a man on within the densest 
toils, whence it is not possible for mortal to straggle ost and 
make his escape. For destiny, fixed by heayen, preTailed in 
the olden time, and enjoined on the Persians to carry on wan 
that beat down towers, and the tumults of cavalry war- 
fare, and demolitions of cities. They learned, too, to look 
upon the ocean fields of the wide-winding sea when it whitens 
with the yiolent blast, putting confidence in their slightly-con- 
structed tackling, and the machines in which hosts are wafted 
[across the deep j . By reason of these things my soul, wrapt in 
gloom, is torn by terror, alas ! for this army of the Persians! 
lest the state should learn that the mighty city of the Susiia 
district is drained of its warriors, and the fortress of the Cissians; 
(the crowded assemblage of women uttering^ this word, alas! 
will re-echo the strain,) and rending shall ML upon the finely- 
woven vestments. For all the host that drive the steed, and 
that tramp along the plain, hath gone off like a swarm of l^ee^ 
along with the leader of the army, having crossed the ocean 
promontory common to both continents', united to either side. 
And through regret for their lords, the couches are filled with 
tears : and the matrons of Persia in excessive grief, each one 
of them in tenderness for her lord, having sent off her fierce 
warrior consort, is left behind in solitude. But come, Per- 
sians, let us seat ourselves beneath in this ancient dwellii^, 
and take wary and well-pondered care, — ^for the necessity 
has arrived — how haply fares our king Xerxes, offspring 
of Darius, being of the same ancestral race with us*. Is it the 
di-awing of the bow that prevails, or hath the .might of the 
barbed spear got the mastery ? But here comes forth a light 
like to the eyes of gods, the mother of our sovereign, and my 
queen, I do lowly homage. And fitting it is that we aU 
address her with words of salutation. \_Enter Atossjl.] 
queen, supreme of Persia's deep-waisted matrons, aged mother 
of Xerxes, hail to thee ! spouse to Darius, consort of the Per- 



1 Jelf, Gk. Gr. § 583, 23. 

* Blomiield rightly understands this of the bridge across the Hellespont, 
which, in respect to either side, formed a kind of promontory. 

' I have followed Dindorf in retaining the old reading. Dindorf com- 
pares the forms kTruvvfiiog and vapiavvfAioQ, to which Paley adds vtrro' 
rtof. This origin was from Perses. 
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Biana' god, and mother of a god thou art, unless m Borao 
respect our ancient fortune hath forsaken our host. 

At. For this reason, in truth, nm I come, haTing left my 

fold-garnished mansion, the commor bridal-dweliing both of 
larius and of myself. And anxiety is tearing me at heart : 
and I will make a disclosure to you, my friends, being of my- 
self by no means free from apprehension, lest mighty wealth, 
having made great speed, should, with his foot, overtom 
the wealth which Dariiw reared, not without the aid of 
some god. These things are to my soul a two-fold unut- 
terable care, not to honour with reverence a multitude of 
riches unprotected by men, and that the light shines not 
on those who are destitute of wealth, however groat the 
strength which they may possess. For our wealth at all 
everts is beyond the reach of censure, but touching out eye* is 
my terrors. For I deem the presence of the master the eye 
of an hovisehold. Whereupon, since these things stand thua, 
lend me your counsel in this matter, ye aged trus^ servants 
of the Persians. For all my good measures depend on you. 

Ch. Be well Bssured of this, O queen of this land, that thou 
needest not to speak twice of either word or deed, to which 
our ability can lead the way to completion. For thou sum- 
monest us who are well-affected ta thee, as in these matters. 

At. 1 have been continually haunted by many dreams in 
the night, ever since my son, having fitted forth his armament, 
went to the land of the lonians. purposing to lay it waste. 
But T never yet saw any so plain, as on the night just passcc!, 
— and I will tell it thee, liiere seemed to appear before two 
women* in fair attire — the one robed in Persian vestments, 
but the other in Doric, both in statue by far the most comely 
of those who live now-a-daya, and in beauty beyond rebuke, 
and sisters of the same family. And as to country — they 
inhabited, the one, having had it assigned to her by lot, the 
land of Hellas, — the other the baiharian'; these two, as I 
fancied I saw, had a feud the one with the other: arid my 
son, when he heard it, was checking and soothing them, and 

' t. e. XerJes, is Blomfield, Linwood, end Pslej rightly utideritand. 
* Hijs dHfripCioD of Atossa's dream bae been imitated b; Mo9cliUB in 
■ similiir iJaion seen by EurDpn, II. S. 

' This pbrue, os Paaw remarks, was more prep;r in £!i:hjliu tiim 
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Le yokes them beneath his car, and places a collar on their 
necks. And the one towered loftily in these trappings, sod 
had a tractable mouth in the reins: but the other kept 
plunging, and tears in pieces with her hands the hftmf^ of 
the car, and whirls it violently along without, the bit, sod 
snaps the yoke in the middle : and my son fidls, and his ore 
Darius stands beside him, commiserating him ; and when 
Xerxes sees him, he rends his robes about his person. These 
things, indeed, I say that I beheld last nignt. But when 
I had arisen, and had touched with my hands a fiur-streaminff 
fountain^, I stood by the altar, wishing to ofifbr a sacrificifti 
cake to the divinities that avert evil, to whom these litei 
belong. And I behold an eagle fleeing to the altar of PhcBbus; 
and from terror I stood speechless, my friends, and afterwsrdi 
I see a falcon speeding onward in his course with his pinions, 
and tearing his head with his talons. And the eagle did 
nought but cower down and yield his body. These sights are 
terrible for me to behold, and for you to hear. For be ye weU 
assured, my son, were he successful, would be a man worthy 
of admiration, and though he &il, he is not liable to be called 
to account by the state; but if he escape, will equally be 
sovereign of this realm*. 

Ch. We wish not, O mother, either to terrify too much 
by our words, or to cheer thee ; but do thou, if thou hast 
seen aught disastrous, approach the gods with supplications, 
and implore of them to grant it may be averted, but that 
what is favourable may be accomplished for thyself, and for 
thy children, and for the city, and for all thy friends. And 
in the second place it is proper that thou pour libations both 
to the earth and to the departed. And genfly make thy prayer 
that thy husband Darius, whom thou sayest thou didst 
sec by night, would send good things for tJiee and for thy 



^ This was the custom after an ill-omened dream. Washing, either of 
the hands or the whole body, was the first act on rising, which was fol- 
lowed- by the offering of a salted cake, wine, and incense. Cf. TibuU. 

I. 5, 9— III. 4, 9; ApuU Met. XI. p. 257, ed. Elm.; Plautus Amph. 

II. 2; Mil. Glor. II. 4; Martial, XI. 50; Sueton. Galba, § XVIII.; 
Silius Ital. Pun. YIII. 122, sqq. ; Valer. Flacc. V. 330, sqq. See also 
an exquisite burlesque of the custom in Aristoph. Ran. 1338, sqq. 

' I cannot relish this passage as it stands, and think some Unes ha¥0 
been lost. 
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tiuld, into the light of day from beneatli the earth : and that 
rhat is contrary to these, being detained beneath the earth, 
my £tde away in gloom. This advice have I given thee 
Tidi kindly intent, auguring by my mind's judgment. 
And, touching these things, we judge that in all things there 
»ill come to thee a fevourable issue, 

Ai. Well certainly thou the first interpreter of these 
dreams of mine, with friendly disposition at least, towards my 
son and house, hast given confirmation to this. And may what 
ii good in very deed come to pass. And all these things, as 
ihou enjoinest, I will perform to the gods, and to those dear 
to me beneath the earth, after I shall have gone into the pa- 
Lice ; but on those points, my friends, I wish to be thoroughly 
informed, in what part of the earth they say Athens is situated' ? 

Ck. Far hence, towards the west, where are the wanings 

At, What ! had my son then a desire to make this ci^ hia 
prey? 

Ch. Yes, for so all Hellas would be in subjection to the 
long. 

At. Does so numerous a force belong to them ? 

Ch. Aye, and such an army as in good truth wrought the 
Medes much mischief. 

At. And what beside these things have they ? Is there 
cuSdent wealth in their dwellings i 

Ch. They have a. fountain of silver, a treasure of their soiL 

At. Does the bow-stretcbiDg shaft display itself in their 

Ch. Not at all. They have spears for close fighting, and 
ehield-guarded panoply. 

At. And who is over them as their leader, and has the 
comnuutd of their aimy. 

Ch. They are not called the slaves nor even the subjects of 
Boy man. 

At. How then elioiUd they abide invading foemen? 

' Nothing but the fact thut this play (like the Heraclidie and Sapplicea 
ot Euripidea) was ivrittea as e, pleaiiog; compliment to Atheniaa vanity, 
can excuse the abmirdics' of the<e interrogslionB. In this case ^schjlug 
conid cerCaiiilr not pleml thathewrute for Ihe informstion of the audience] 
Siflhelie, hnwever, (p. 55, sq.) hat not only found an excnse for ttiii, buC 
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Cz. So 'veZ Q? tzKT\ liiix tivT destnmd a laige aal 

At . Troir i^khi lelkA nf -v^xis is dxettdM ftr tibe ptnnti 
of dxne vi» are soae to ii:zr\ Tzpon. 

Ch. Btii. as it tevsDf to me. tlxm dnJIt sooa knofv As 
whole Troth : foe the rsrsiiae of diis mm 
eei^e to be that of a Per&as : and he is bringing same 
tidings of good or ill Ibe- ns to hear. 




O ye nties of the vhole land of Asia ! O realm of Penb, 
and migfatr haven of opulence, how hath tibe ample ireal beta 
demoli^bed bv a single stroke, and the flower of the Pe n iawi 
is fiillen and gone. Woe's me. 'tis an ill ofliee to be the fink 
messenger of ilL but yet it is neceseaiy to mifold the wfaolB of 
the disaster of the Persians, for all the army of the baibttiani 
hath penshed. 

Ch. DismaL dismaL strange prils« and ni li riiiii j ahii l 
Drench yourselves in tears, ye Persians, hearing of tlni 
sorrow. 

Mes. How has all that armament gone to min! But I 
myself, beyond my hope, behold the day of my return. 

Ch. Verily this life of ours appears too lon^j protracted to 
ns aged men, that we should hear of this unlooked-for oala- 
mitv. 

Mes. And in very deed I. being on the spot, and not 
having heard reports from others*, can tell how great ills have 
been dealt out to the Persians. 

Ch. Woe! woe! in vain did the multitude of shafts of 
every kind go from the land of Asia, against a hostile land, 
the realm of Hellas. 

Mes. The shores of Salamis, and all the adjoining r^ion, 
are full of the corpses of those who miserably perished. 

Ch. Woe! woe! thou tellest us that the dead bodies of 
our friends, tossed on the billow, oft immersed, are bone 
along on the twice-changing sur^Eice of the tide*. 

Mes. Yes, for our bows availed us nought, and our whole 
host perished, beaten down by the collision of the beaks of 
the vessels. 

Ch. Shriek forth a doleful outcry, full of woe to the 

» Cf. Soph. (Ed. C. 6. 

2 This is Blomfield's interpretation. See others in Foley's note. 
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vretdied Persians; for ill did they succeed ia all tLings, alus ! 
m^en titeir host was destroyed. 

Me8. O come of Sulamis, most bateful to our eura. AIos I 
bow I sigh when I remember Athens. 

Ch. Hateful is Athens to ns miserable ; wc have to r 
member, in sooth, how many of the Persian matrons it has 
Bade widows and bereft of their husbands to no gain (' 

fiKTB* 

At. I, wretched, have for a long time kept silence, utterly 
■ftoondcd by the evils : for this calamity is too great for 
to epe&k, or to enquire about our sufferings. Nevertheless, 
it is necessary for mortals to endure afflictions, when the gods 
award, them : and do thou compose thyself and tell us, unfold- 
ing tbe whole of our suffering, even though thou sightest over 
tke evils : who is there that hath not fallen ? and whom of 
the leaders of the host shall we bewail, who, having been 
sppwnted to a sceptred oSice, by hia death letl his file deso- 
1^ without their chief? 

He>. Xerxes himself lives, and beholds the light. 
At. Thou tellest me of a great light to mv house, and a 
bd^it-dawning day after a night wrapped in gloom. 

Ubs. But Artcmbarcs, leader of a myriad of horse, is 
dashed against the ru^ed shores of SOenis*. And Dodaccs 
the chiliarch, beneath iJie stroke of the spear, bounded a light 
leapout of his vessel. Tenagontoo, the ttue-bom ehieftain' of 
the Bactrians, haunts the sea-beat isle of Ajas, LiIieus, and Ar- 
Bamea, and Argestcs third, overcome, keep butting against the 
baxd shore around the dove-brccdtng isle. Arcteus, too, that 
direlt near the sources of Egyptian Nile, Adeues, and Pherea- 
aeucs the third, Phamnchus, these fell from one vessel. Matoi- 
lus of Chrysa.commanderof a myriad, leader of a body of thirty 
thousand black cavalry, in his death, tinged his bright auburn, 
bushy, thick, shadowy heard, ehftngingitseolourwithastainof 
purple*, And Arabus the Mag-e, and Artames the Baetrian, 

' Because the TJclory naa lo«t. See SchuU. 

■ The lijcpa TpSram o( Salimig. See the scholitut, 

■ I fallDv, witli Diodorf, Blomjietd's elegant eineadatian, ipurriis 

• Thi« wsa St all evenla more glc 
Tittlebat Ticmouu's hair bj tbe Tetaragmeaon AbracadBbra, 
Tboniaud a Year." 
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a settler on the rugged land, perished there. Amestiis, and 
Amphistreus who wielded a spear that did great exjecotiai, 
and brave Ariomardus^ occasioning grief to Sardis, aol 
Sesames, the Mysian ; Tharybis, too, commander of five timei 
Hfty ships, of Lpnsean race, a hero of fidr fonn, Jiea wretdwd, 
having died by no means happily. And Syennesis, foremoit 
in gallantry, governor of the Cilicians, that with his wngfa 
arm occasioned much trouble to the foe, fell gloriouslT. Of 
such of our leaders have I now made mention ; ana I re- 
port a few of the many evils that have be&Uen us. 

At. Alas ! Alas ! I hear these supreme of horrorB, both 
a disgrace to the Persians, and a subject for shrill shridt- 
ings. But turn back again and tell me this, how great ms 
the number of the ships of the Greeks, that they ventiired 
to join battle with the Persian armament in the encounter of 
vessels? 

Mess. So far as numbers are concerned, be well assured 
that the barbarians had the advantage vidth their ships: fir 
the whole number of those of the Greeks amounted to ta 
squadrons of thirty, and beside these there were ten of siupasB- 
ing excellence'. But Xerxes, for I know this also, had a uum- 
sand, the number of those which he led: and those which 
exceeded in swiftness were two hundred and seven: thus ruiM 
report. Do we seem to you to have been inferior in fight in 
this respect^? But 'twas some divinity that thus depressed 
the balance vnth. a counterpoise of fortune. 

At. The gods preserve the city of the goddess Pallasi'. 

Mess. The city indeed of Athens is still not laid waste, 
for while there are men there is a sure bulwark. 

At. And what was the commencement of the encoun- 
ter of the ships ? Tell us ; who began the fight, was it the 
Greeks, or my son, elated by, the multitude of his ships ? 

Mess. It was some fiend, lady, or evil spirit appearing finom 

^ The reader must consult the commentators, as many of these namei are 
corrupt, and violate the metre. 

« SeeBlomfield. 

3 TySe non debet cum fiaxy conjnngi, sed seorsim sumptum verti, has 
ex parte f «'. e. quod ad numenim adtinet. Heath. 

^ So Dindorf. But different arrangements of these lines have been 
proposed. The best is Paley's, who reads Ir dp' 'XQriv&v jcrX. with 
Kobertelli, and assigns it to Atossa, giving the next line to the Messenger. 
At present, they fuUy justify the sarcasms of Pauw. 
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(ome quarter or other that began all the mischief. For r 
Greek that had come &om the host of the Atheniiius', t«ld 
iby Bon Xerxes thia, that, when the gloom of murky night 
■hould come, the Greeks would not remain, but, Bpringing on 
the benches of their veBsela. would Beverally, in different direc- 
tions, save their lives by stealthy flight. And he, as soon as 
he heard it, not aware of the stratagem of the Greek, nor of 
the jecdousy of the gods, pubHshes this order to all his cap- 
tains, that when the sun ehould have ceased to illumine the 
earth with his rays, and darkness tenant the temple of the 
firmament, they should draw up the squadron of the ships in 
three tines, to guard the outlets, and the murmui'ing posses of 
the sea. and others in a circle around the isle of Ajax; so that 
if the Greeks should elude fatal destruction, by discovering 
Miy escape for their ships by stealth, it was decreed, that they 
all should be deprived of their heads. To this effect he spake 
from a irantic spirit; for he knew not that which was preor- 
dained of the gods. And they, without disorder, and with 
obedient miod, both provided supper for themselves, and the 
mariner lashed his oar to the well-fitted rowlock. And when 
the Ught of the sun had waned, and night had come on, every 
man, master of an oar, went on board his ship, and every one 
Aat heA sway over arms ; and one line of ships of war cheered 
onanotherUne, and they make sail as each had been appointed, 
and bU the live-long night the commanders of ^e ships 
were keeping the whole naval host occupied in sailing 
about. And night withdrew, and the force of the Greeks by 
no means made a stealthy escape in any direction. But when 
OotV, drawn by white steeds. Lad occupied the whole earth, of 
nmonoe beautiful to behold, first of all a shout from the 
Oreeks greeted Echo like a song., and Echo from the island- 
rock at the same instant shouted forth an inspiring cry : and 
terror fell on all the barbarians, baulked of their purpose ; for 
not as in flight were the Greeks then chaunting the solenm 
psan, but speeding on to the fight with gallant daring of soul. 
And the trumpet, with its clang, inflamed their whole line; 
and forthwith, with the collision of the dashing oar, at the 
word of command they smote the roaring brine. And quickly 

> Sicinua. Cf. Herodot Till. 16. nnd see Justin, 11. 12. 
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vgt tiif^caaiBiueiiDMUfcTigfr. Tbeiiijtt wing, well inaniiilWi I' 
JUL OIL f uremuR il. irnod ardfir, and BBeondhr. their yMt I Jl 
iLCT.'t wu cazuisi: iunii againftt us. and "we eoold at the mm | ■ 
lizuf: V'*'»J- b niiciCT sham : aoxs of thx gxzsks ! os ! via 
TCTii ccrjfTKT. Ajrii rT:T;T Tort cHixz>xx3r« Toum witm, 

TEl AiLliii TOO C-I THX &0:* C'T TOTX FATSSBS, JLVB TD 

iixEfr :r Tirx as cisTC'i* : yow » thx oosrFUCTiQt 
7EIX Ai-L 1 And hxn^i. ti} sax. a murmur of the Fcniia 
t(.imr.it Zitr: liken inoL. ocr lizie. and no longer ynB it ^ 
ui-jill'*:.* to Qiiihj. bux farthwixh ship daahfid ber Ikub 
pruv a: ship. Azkd a Greciaxi Teasel eomzneiiced the en- 
pij^emecT. and breaks aS the irhole of the figme-heed of I 
PiiGEsuciim bhip: and each eommaijder 8eTeial}T directed In 
bark ajrains: anotiier of the esiemT's. Ax first, indeed, ^ 
torrent of ine Persian armameni bore "op against tJbem : bat 
when llie mniiitade of our ships were crowded in fit 
birait. and no assisianoe eoald be given to one anofther, bat 
thev were strock by their own brazen beaks, and were smadi* 
ing their entire equipment of oars, and the Grecdan vca s cl ii 
not without science, were uniting them in a circle on all aidei, 
and the Lulls of our Tessels were nprumed, and the sea was so 
lou'^ffT to behold, £Iled as it was with wrecks and the 
fikuj^liter of men. The shores, too. and the rugged rocks 
Mere filled M-ith the dead : and everr ship, as nmny as ever 
there were of the barbaric armament, was rowed in flight 
without order. But the Greeks kept striking, backing us as 
it were tunnies, or any draught of fishes, with fragments of 
rjars, and splinters of wrecks ; and ^-ailing filled the ocean 
brine with shrieks, until the ere of murky night removed it 
hat for the multitude of our woes. — ^no, not if I should recite 
tliem in order for ten days, could I complete the tale for thee. 
For be thou well assured of this, that there never fell in a 
single day a multitude of men of such number. 

At. Alas! alas! a mighty ocean of ills has, in truth, 
burst upon both the Persians and the entire race of the bar- 
barians. 

Mksh. Be now well assured of this, that the evil bath not 
yet reached its half. Such a visitation of ills hath come upon 
tliem, as to overbalance these even twice over. 

At. And what event can have befallen that is yet more 
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hateful than this ? Say what miaforCime this is, which, thou 
Bayest, hckth farther come upon the host, verging to greater 
horrors. 

Mbss. As many of the Persians as were in the very bloom 
Df life, most valiant in their spirit, and distinguished by their 
high birth, and were ever foremost in faithfulness to onr 
monarch himself, have fallen foully by a most inglorious 

At. A!aa ! the wretch that I am, lay IHends, by this 
evil hap. Aud by what kind of doom sayest thou that these 
of whom thou speakest perished ? 

Mbbs. There is a certain island lying off the shores of Sala- 
mis, small, a dangerous station for ships, which Pan, who 
delights in the dance, haunts on its beach. Thither [Xerxes] 
sends these men, in order that, when the foeman wandering 
out of their ships should make their escape to the island, they 
might slay the soldiery of the Greeks, an easy prey, and res- 
cue their comrades from the streams of the sea, ill knowing 
of the future ; for when God gave the glory of the naval battle 
to the Greeks, on that very day having fortified their bodies 
in their armour well-wrought of brass, they leaped out of 
their veseels. and encompassed the whole island around, so 
that they were at a loss whither they should betake them, 
selves; for often were they smitten by stones irom their 
hands, and arrows falling on them from the bowstring de- 
Btroyed them. And at last, haviug charged them with one 
onslaught, they smite, they hew in pieces the limbs of the 
wretches, until they had utterly destroyed the life of all of 
them. And Xerses shrieked alood, when he saw the depth 
of his calamities; for he had a seat that oiforded a clear 
prospeet' of the whole armament, a high hill near the oc 
brine; and having rent his clothes, and uttered a shrill w 
after issuing orders quickly to the land forces, he dismisses 
them in disorderly flight. Such a misfortune is it thine to 
■wail over, in addition to the aforementioned. 

At. O batehil demon I How hast thou, then deluded 
the Persians in their hopes. But bitter did my son find the 

' Hematerhnia ia probably riglit in reading ciaiifiis, which HesycMng, 
>s qooled by Stanley, confirma ; tiaykg.tuoTtTui'. Paley dunks that hu-jiJ 
ii odI; ^fy'li ^ad that the commoii rcsdiif; may thetefoie be defendnL 
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yengeance of renowned Athens, and those of the barbaxiam, 
whom Marathon formerly destroyed, sufficed not, fbr wiMn 
my son, thinking to exact atonement, drew^ upon himsdf m 
great a multitude of sufferings. But say thou— those of tiie 
ships which esaped destruction — where didst tfaou leave 
them ? knowest thou so as to tell clearly ? 

Mess. The commanders of the ships, indeed, whioh were 
left, tumultuously take to flight before the wind, not in good 
order. But the residue of the foitses perished both in tlie 
land of the Boeotians — some around the fountain spring saSet- 
ing from thirst, and some' of us exhausted by pcmting, pan 
on thence into the territory of the Phocians, and the land of 
Doris, and the Mclian bay, where Spercheius waters the plain 
with kindly stream; and thence the soil of the Achaian land, 
and the city of the Thessalians received us, straitened for want 
of food: here, indeed, a great many perished both from thirstand 
hunger; fbr both these evils befel us. We came also into the 
land of Magnesia, and the country of the Macedonians, to the 
ford of the Axius, and the fenny reed of Bolbe, and to mount 
Pangseus, Edonian land. And in this night God called up 
winter out of his season', and congeals the whole stream of 
the sacred Str}'mon. And one that had aforetime believed 
not in the gods, then made prayer in orisons, doing reverence 
to earth and heaven^. And after that the host had ceased 
from offering their many invocations, it makes its passage 
across the ice-bound stream. And whosoever of us had sped 
our way before the rays of the god had been shed abroad, hath 
escaped; for the bright orb of the sun blazing with his beams, 
penetrated through ^e middle of the stream, wanning it with 
its blaze. They fell, too, one upon another; and happy, in 
sooth, was any that most speedily broke off the breath of life. 
And as many as survived and attained to safety, having with 

' See some capital illustrations in Boyes, p. 14. 

^ On the apodosis of the particles in these lines, see Dindorf. 

3 The battle of Salamis was fought on the 20th of October, 480, B.C. 

* Boyes appositely quotes "Webster's Westward Ho, act iv. so. 1, " I 
think I shall pray more, what for fear of the water, and my good snooess, 
than I did this twelvemonth." And Hndibras, Part III. c. 2, line 

537: 

— — Carnal seamen, in a storm^ 
Tom pious converts, and reform. 



difficulty made their way through Thrace with much toil', 
having made their escape, have reached, in no great niunbera, 
the land of their homes ; bo that the city of the Persians may 
welt Bigh. regretting the dearest youth of our countn", These 
tidings are true : but I omit to tell you of many of the horrors 
which the god hath hurled down upon the Persians. 

Ch, O dEBmon, hard to struggle with, how exceediMly 
heavy haat thou with thy feet leaped ou the entire Persum 
race! 

At. Alas! wretched that I am. for our undone hoati O 
manifest jihantom of my Tisions of the night, how too truly 
didst thou discover the horrors to me. And very sorrily 
did ye interpret these things. But notwithstanding, since your 
speech sanctiona thia, I would fain first of aU malte my 
prayers to the gods ; then will I come, after fetching from 
j0a dwelling* a sacrificial cake, offerings both for earth and 
for the departed : over things past [recal] I well know, hut it 
may be that something more auspicious will befol hereafter. 
But it behoves you to communicate faithful counsels with the 
faithful, touching what has taken place; and for my son, if he 
come hither before me, soothe ye him, and escort him into 
his dwelling, lest even a further ill be added over and above 
to our present ill^. [£*ii Atossa. 

Ch. O sovereign Jove ! now hast thou destroyed the arma- 
ment of the high-vaunting and numerous Persians ; and thou 
hast veiled in gloomy grief the city of Susa and of Ecbatana : 
andmanyvii^;ins, rending their veils with their dehcate hands, 
shoring in the sorrow, drench their bosoms with dense floods 
of tears. Our Persian matrons too, in excess of mourning, 
longing for the sight of the recent wedlock of their husbands, 
and having abandoned their couehes* covered with elegant 
tapestry, the delight of their delicate youth, they sorrow with 
mo9t insatiate sighs. And I, for my part, heartily take [for 
my theme] the melancholy fete of the departed. 

Now, in truth, the whole of the land of Asia made dcso. 

1 Ponoa thinks that this inhinnoniotis verse was intended to ejpreil 
the toilianiB march of the shattered rBmniint of tJie tnoj. 

' Cf. Agnm. 96, viXav^ iivx^Otv jianiXiiq,. 

' t. e. lesc Xenes cDDitnit snicide. So saj the ooinoientatorg. But 
mof it not tBeaa, lest dineB|iei:t be added to hie present luflerings ? 

* Tliii u uol; ■ periphrau for Ucrpo. Sen L' -lod. 
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late moans. For Xerxes led forth, O gods! and Xerxes lost, 
well-a-day! Xerxes managed all things haplessly in hk 
ocean-barks. Oh ! why was not Darius at that time in cmn- 
mand, so safe a master of the bow to the citizens, beloved 
sovereign of Susa? The ships, all winged alike and widi 
dark-stained beaks, carried forth both our land forces and our 
marines, O gods ! and ships destroyed them, ah ! weU-a-day! 
the ships with the deadly onslaughts of their beaks, and through 
the hands of the lonians, as we hear, the king barely made m 
escape to the champagne and chilly tracts of Thrace. They 
therefore, indeed, &*st met their doom, alas ! left by necessity, 
ah! around the shores of Cychreia\ woe^s me ! they haTe been 
drenched by the billows*. Moan, and gnash the teetii, and raise 
aloud the cry of sorrow; laments that shall reach the heavens, 
woe*s me ! and lengthen out the diamany-Rn diTiiliTig shout, the 
piteous cry. And torn dreadfidly by the sea, alas ! they are 
lacerated by the dumb children, alas I of the impolluted £deep,] 
woe*8 me ! And the dwelling mourns its lord, bereft of hun, 
and parents that are left childless, woe^s me! advanced in age^ 
wailmg the calamities sent on them by the divinities, now 
hear the whole of their sorrow. And they in sooth through- 
out the land of Asia, no longer own the Persian sway, nor any 
longer pay their tribute under constraint imposed by their 
sovereign, nor prostrating themselves on the ground will they 
hold themselves in subjection : for the might of our monarch haUi 
utterly perished. And no longer is the tongue of mortals 
held in check : for the people have been set at liberty to speak 
their mind freely, since the yoke of strength hath been 
loosened. And the sea-washed isle of Ajax, with its soil 
stained with gore, holds the [bodies] of the Persians. 

Re-enter Atossa. 
My friends, whosoever is experienced in evils knows that 
when a sea-surge of troubles comes upon mortals, they are 
wont to dread aU things : but when fortune glides smoothly, to 
feel confident that the same divinity will constantly propel tiieir 
fortunes with a favourable breeze. For to me now all things 
are fall of terror, and before my eyes appear the adverse dis- 

' A name for Salamis. 

^ tppavrai has been rightly placed here by Hermann^ instead of in 
V. 580. 
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pene&ticins of the goda; aud there la ringing in my ears a 
Bbrain not soothing; such an amazcnient in conai^quence of 
these horrors wares my soul. Wherefore I have come this 
■way from my honse a second time, without either car or my 
fijrmer pomp, bringing propitiatory drink-offerings for the sire 
of my child, things which are soothing charms to the dead ; 
both, white milk, sweet for drinlt, from a holy cow, and the 
distillation of the flower-craftsman, transparent honey, along 
with limpid drops of a rirgin fountain*, and this pure liqnid 
from its wild mother, the glory of an ancient vine ; and the 
fragrant fruit of the pale-green olive, that ever flourishes as to 
life in its leaves, is at hand, and wreathed flowers, children of 
the aU'tceming earth. But, my friends, chaunt ye lays ia 
accordance with these libations of the dead, and ciJl up the 
divine Darius, and I will convey to the gods below these 
honours that are to be drank hy earth. 

Ch, Royal dame, TCnerahle majestj' of the Persians, do thou 
convey lilwtione to the chambers beneath the earth, and we, in. 
OUT lays, will implore the conductors of the dead beneath the 
earth to be propitious. Come, O ye holy divinities below the 
earth, both Earth and Mercury, and thou, monarch of the 
dead, send from beneath the spirit into the light of day ; for if 
be knows any remedy' of our ills, he alone coiJd tell the ter- 
mination more than mortals'. Does then the godlike monarch, 
of blessed memory, hear me as I utter the all-varied barbaric 
clear plaintive dismal cries? A loud outcry will I make over 
our utterly wretched sorrows. Docs he then hear me from 
beneath the earth ) But do thou, Earth, and ye other nders 
of the infernal regions, suffer the illuatrious divinity, the god 
of the Persians, bom in Suaa, to pasa from vour dwellings, 
and send him into upper air, such an one as never heretofore 
Persian mould covered. Aye, dear was the man. and dear ia 
his sepulchre, for dear was the character that it entombs. 

' See my former note on Imtrations after drefltBB, and on Ihese appa- 
ritions of tbedead m; remsrkson Soph. (Ed. Col. 990, Bolin's edition. Cr. 
I^meier de Telenim gentiKam lustraEionibus, XXXTIII. p. 477, sqq., 
and on the modes of appeaiing them, ibid. VII. p. 64. 

3 I cannot see why Fauw'i ix't sliould baie been foUowed. iripas, in 
T, 652, i« an epexegMia of hitoc. 

' It OvrirSiv followi iiivos, it will be at varianee with Salfiova 
aapEidv in v. 620, I have tbcrrfore united it to rXiuv at the eo^BtioD 
of Ur. fiiutea. 



1 



I 



84 THE FEBdlAXk 650—683 

And thou, AidoneuA, that dost send the shades to this upper 
world, set at liberty, Aidoneus, Darius, all kingly as he was. 
Alas^! For as at no time he was the destroyer of men by the wast- 
ing calamities of war, so he was caUed by his Persians, counsellor 
divine; and counsellor divine he was, for he conducted the 
host welL Lord*, ancient lord, come, draw nigh, appear on the 
topmost peak* of the mound, raising the saffiron-dyed sandal 
of thy foot, displaying the crest of thy royal tiara. Cojdb 
forth, O Darius, author of no ill: Hoa^I Show thyself^ 
sovereign lord*, that thou mayest hear the sorrows of our 
sovereign, strange in their nature, and new. For some Sty- 
gian gloom is hovering over us; for all* our youth have 
already sunk in ruin. Come forth, O Darius, author of no iH: 
Hoa ! alas! alas ! O thou that didst die deeply deplored by 
thy friends! *0 king, O king! why should these redoubled 
mishaps pass throughout all this thy land? All the three- 
banked gedleys of this our land have utterly perished, so as to 
be no longer galleys. 

77ie Ghost of Dabitjs rises. 
O ye most trusty of the trusty ! ye compeers of my youth, 
aged Persians, with what trouble is our city troubled? 
the ground groans, is smitten and torn*. And beholding 

^ See Blomfidd and Dindorf. Both sense and construction are 
doubtfdl. 

^ See Blom field, who has learnedly illustrated this Grseco-Phoenidan 
word, 

3 Cf. Eurip. Hec. 37, 6 UriXkiag yap iraic vx^p rv/ipov 0aveic 
Kareax 'AxiXXfvc irdv (TTpdrivfi 'EXXi^i/ucdv. iBsch. Choeph. 4, 
rvfi^ov S' Itt o^Oy — 

* I follow Blomfield and Paley. Aapeidv could never be correct. I 
cannot clearly understand what Dindorifs opinion is, as he adduces the 
same authority (viz. Aristoph. Ran. 1028), but says nothing about the 
reading of this passage. 

^ Dindorf s punctuation requires amendment. Read axv Seaworcu 

* See Dindorf. 

7 I have given the best sense I can to the tezt^ but nothing is here 
certain but the uncertainty of the reading. Aidyouv is doubtless corrupt^ 
and Blomfield reads 8i dvoiav, which Linwood, Lex. p. 89, explains 
thus : ** what, O prince, is this double penalty for error arising from 
folly concerning (or affecting) thy land, even the whole of thy land ? ** 
Paley' 8 emendation dwaardv 8ovd(TTa seems deserving of consideratioDi 
but the passage is beyond any satisfactory understanding. 
^ Or : *' prostrate on the ground, he sighs^*' etc« 
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my consort bere near my fiepulchre, I am in fear, I hiivo 
received soothing libationa. And ye are wailing, etanding 
near my sepulchre, and shouting shrill in criea that evoke 
the shades, ye ptteously summon me. And exit ia no easy 
mutter, both in all other respects, and also inasmuch as the 
gods beneath the ground are better at receiying than at letting 
go. Notwithstanding, I having rule among them, am come ; 
and be thou quick, ^at I may not be censured for the time 
[of my absence]. What new heavy calamity hath befallen 
iJie Persians ? 

Ch. I shrink in awe from looking on thee, and I shrink in 
awe from speaking in thy presence, by reason of my ancient 
reverence for thee. 

Dab. But since persuaded by thy groanings I have come 
from below, in no wise utter a tedious tale, but concisely tcli 
me, and complete the whole, laying aside thine awe for me. 

Ch. I dread' to comply, and I dread to speak in thy pre- 
sence, telling things hateful to tell to friends. 

Dab. But since the ancient dread of thy spirit is an obsta- 
cle to thee, do thou, aged partner of my bed, high-born dame, 
cease from these wailings and groans of thine, and give me a 
clear account. Human calamities will beial mankind. For 
many ills arise to mortals by sen, and many by land, if their 
more lengthened hfe be far protracted. 

At. thou who in thy prosperous lot didst escel all 
mortals, inasmuch as thou, so long as thou didst behold the 
rays of the sun, an object of envy, didst lead a continued 
life of happiness as a god to the Persians ; now too do I envy 
thee dead, before thou didst witness this depth of ills. For 
in brief words thou shalt hear, Darius, the whole tale. In 
a word, the fortunes of the Persians have been utterly o'er- 
thrown. 

Dab. In what way? came there any blast of pestilen 
or a rebellion on the city ? 

At. By no means ; but the whole host hath been utterly 
destroyed about Athens. 

Dar. And which of my sons led an armament thither' 
^11 me. 



' See Jelf, GV. Gr. Vol. I. S 2?e, S Obs. 2. 
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Dab. Was it by land or by sea that he, wretched, mads 
this mad atti^mpt ? 

At. Both. There was a twofold face of two armaments. 

Dab. And how too did such large land forces accomplipih 
their passage ? 

At. WiSi machines he bridged the Mth of HeUe, so as to 
have a passage. 

Dab. And did he effect this, so as to shut up the mighty 
Bosporus? 

At. Such is the hci : but some daemon, I ween, abetted 
liis inclination. 

Dab. Alas ! some mighty daemon came, so that he had not 
his right senses. 

At. Yes — so that we can see how evil an issue be accom- 
plished. 

Dab. And how £Eured they over whom ye are thus pouring 
your lament ? 

At. The naval force being worsted was the destruction of 
the land armament. 

Dab. And hath the whole host thus utterly been destroyed 
by the spear ? 

At. Aye, so that, moreover, the whole city of Susa mourns 
its desolation*. 

Dab. O ye gods ! good? was the support and assistance of 
the army! 

At. And the whole Bactrian population hath perished in 
utter ruin, and that no aged people* ? 

Dab. O wretched man ! how much of the youth of our 
Allies then hath he destroyed. 

At. They say too that Xerxes alone and destitute, with not 
many 

Dab. ended how and where ? is there any escape ? 

At. arrived gladly at the bridge that links the two 

continents*. 

Dab. a nd reached in this continent ? is this true ? 

^ I think (TTivsiVi not arkvu, was from the hand of ^schylas. 

^ KtSvifiQ is a much more powerful reading than Ktvr]Q. See Paley. 

^ I follow the Scholiast and Paley. Dindorf 'a conjecture seems scarcely 
Greek. 

^ Dindorf reads ydiv for iv from Askew's conjecture. But is yr) ever 
tised in the plural ? 
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At. Yes: a dear account prevails; 
tiiere ia no dispute. 

Dab. Alas! swift indeed came the accomplislinieiit of the 
orades ; and upon my son Jove Lath inflicted the consumma- 
tion of the divine declarations. I have expected that the 
gods would bring these things to their complete fulfilment 
after a long issue'. But when a man is himself speeding 
onward, god also lends a hand. Now a fountain of ills seems 
to have la'en discovered for my friends. And my son, not 
understanding this, hath brought it about by his youtLlii] prt. 
sumption ; who hoped to check in its course the sacred 
Hellespont, the Bosporus, stream of the god, like a slave, 
■with bonds, and was for reducing the streani to order; and 
binding it with hammer-wrought fetters, aceompliahed a 
great road for bis gieat army, and he unwisely thought, 
mortal as he wna, that be should get the mastery of all the 
gods, and of Neptune. Did not therefore a distemper of soul 
possess my son ? 1 fear lest my great store of wealth shull 
become a prey to the first comer. 

At. These things is impetuous Xerses taught by con- 
Boning with evil men ; and they tell him, how that thou didst 
win great wealth for thy children with thy spear, but that bo, 
from want of manhood, wars at home, and nought augment* 
bia patrimonial opulence. Hearing such taunts as these 
oftentimes from evil men, he planned this espedition and 
armament against Greece. 

Dab. Therefore a work has been accomplished by him' 
exceedingly great, ever to be had in remembrance, sucb as 
never at any time utterly drained this falling city of Susa, 
ever since sovereign Jove awarded this honour, that one man 
should swny the whole of flock-breeding Asia, wielding the 
sceptre of rule. For a Mede* was the first commauder of the 
Lost ; and anotbei*, his son. completed this work ; for pru- 
dence managed the helm of his soul. And third from him 
Cyrus, a prosperous man, when be reigned gave peace to all 
bis friends ; and acquired the people of the Lydians and 

' Such nag the reasoning of Apollo, who dtferred the doom of Crcc 
vhich he cauld not avert. Herodat. I. 92. 

' n(Hi/ in Ihe singnlar niimber. See Herm. on Soph. CEd. C. 14B7. , 
Buttmsnn, hexil. quaud bj Dindorf. 
^—i-AWyafiei. • Cjaiari 
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Phrygians, and subdued by his prowess the whole of Ionia. 
For god did not abhor him, because he was discreet. And 
fourth^ in order a son of Cyrus ruled the host : and Smerdis 
reigned fifth, a disgrace to his country, and to the ancient 
throne : but valiant Artaphrenes^ along with Mends, whose 
part this was', slew him m the palace by stratagem. And I 
too attained to the lot which I desired, and waged many wars 
with a large army ; but I brought not such great mischief as 
this upon the city. But Xerxes my son, being young, has 
youthful thoughts, and bears not in mind my injunctions ; for 
of this be ye well and distinctly assured, ye my compeers in 
age, all of us who held this sovereignty, could not be shown 
to have wrought so many evils. 

Ch. What then, my tege Darius ? to what point ^tumest 
thou the issue of thy words T In consequence of these events, 
how shall we thy Persian host hereafter fiire as best may be ? 

Dab. If we make not war upon the coimtry of the Greeks; 
no, not even if the Median force be the larger : for to them 
the earth herself is an ally. 

Ch. How sayest thou this ? and in what way acts it as an 
aUy? 

Dak. Inasmuch as it slays by famine those that are over 
numerous. 

Ch. Well, but we will fiimish forth an expedition well 
equipped and select. 

Dar. Aye, but not even shall the army that now remains in 
the regions of Hellas attain to a safe return. 

Ch. How sayest thou : What ! does not the whole arma- 
ment of the barbarians cross the frith of Helle from Europe ? 

Dar. Few, be sure, of many, if it be proper for one that 
looks upon what hath now taken place at all to put faith in 
the declarations of the gods : for it is not that one part is ac- 
complished, and another not*. And if this be the fact, the 
multitude selected out of the army fails, having been lured on 

^ Cambyses. 

* Another verse is added in brackets: ** and sixth Maraphis, and seventh 
Artapbrenes,'' which seems an evident corruption. Perhaps it was a 
quotation from some other poet, who had enume'ated the conspirators 
according to his own authorities, and the line was inserted* from a 
scholium. 

> See BIomfieUL 
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by grouQiilesa eTpectalions, 'And they are remaining where 
Asopus with hia atreams wntera the plain, a kind enrich- 
ment of the Bccotian fields : w here the sitpreme of horrors 
amut them to suffer, in retribuUon for their presumption and 

Sidless devices ; who, when they arrived in the land of 
ellas, ahnuik not irom despoiling the atatues of the goda, 
nor from firing their ghrines : but the altars ore demolished, 
and the temples of the divinities utterly overthrown from 
their hasementa in conftiaed ruin ; wherefore, having done 
evil, they experience not less, and will etill fiirther; and 
not yet ia it come to the dregs* of their calamities, but still 
they keep on gushing forth ; for so great a clotted gore-drip, 
ping mass shall there be amid the lond of the Plata^ns, 
beneath the Dorian apear; and heapa of corpses, even to the 
third generation, aholl voiceleaely announce to the eyca of 
mortals, how that it becomes not one that ia mortal to enter- 
tain thoughts too high for him- For presumption, when it 
baa bloomed, is wont to produce for fruit a crop of At^, 
whence it reaps an all-moumful harvest. Seeing such are the 
recompenses of these things, be ye mindfiil of Athens and of 
Hellas, and let not any one contemning his present fortune, 
enamoured of other thmgs, cast away great felicity. Jove is 
in sooth over us a chastiaerof extremely overbearing thoughts, 
a stem censor. Wherefore do je instruct him, destitute as 
he is of prudence*, with reasonable admonitions, that ha 
should cease to insult the gods with his overweening confi- 
dence. And do thou, dear aged mother of Xerxes, go into the 
palace, and fetch vesture such as ia aeemly, and meet thy 
child ; for in his sorrow for these misfortunes, tatters of hxa 
embroidered rohes are rent all about his person. But do thou 
mildly soothe him with words; for to tltce alone, lam assured, 
win he endure to listen. Bat I will depart from earth into 
the gloom that is beneath. And you, my aged friends, giva 
yourselves to joy, though ye be in afflictions, giving your 
spirits to pleasure day by day ; since to the dead wealth ■'" '■' 
no avail. [_TAe shade o/Dabius deacend^. 

' There IB >oniething inconeiitent in ttie fact that Darins, who reqaired 
to be laid how the Penians had fared, should be able to Cell how thef 
would fate afterwarda. Ferhopa, howeTCr, he merely draws a generU 
inference. 

' Literally "to the bottom [of the cup]." 

* 1 follow Dindorf in hin notei. 

' In the SDcieni theatre* they hmd " th^ %a(4vii>i t>>!i:|^iuib 



!d 

J 



90 THE PEB8IAH8. 84S— 891 

Ch. Verily I feel sorrow when I hear of the many woei 
that both eyen now press upon, and are hereafter to bdU, ihs 
barbarians. 

At. O Fortune ! how many bitter sorrows are ooming imcn 
me, and most of all doth this mischance prey upon my spuiti 
when I hear also of the dishonour of the robes about tiie 
person of my childS which envelope him. But I will g(S 
and having fetched vesture from the house, I will endeavour 
to meet my son. For we will not desert in their miafortimel 
those that are dearest to us. 

[Atossa enters thepcdacB. 

Chobits. O ye gods! we surely enjoyed a noble and 
goodly life, under civic rule, when the aged monarch, aider of 
all, author of no ill, not given to war, godlike Darius ruled 
the realm. In the first place we were celebrated on acoount 
of our well-approved army, and the laws of the state directed 
all things'. And our returns too from our wars brou^t VB 
without trouble, without suffering, in flourishing conditimi to 
our homes. And what a number of cities did he take without 
having crossed the river Halys, nor havii^ sped forth from 
his home ; such are the Acheloian cities on l£e Strymonian 
sea, adjoining the dwellings of the Thracians, and beyond the 
sea, those along the main land environed with fortresses 
obeyed this king, and those who boast' to dwell on both sides 
of the broad frith of Helle, and the gulfy Propontis, and the 
outlet of the Pontus : the sea-girt islands too, near the marine 
promontory, lying hard by this land, Lesbos, for instance, and 
olive-planted Samos, Chios, and Paros, Myconus, and Andros 
touching in close neighbourhood upon Tenos. He was lord 
too of the sea-girt isles situate midway between the con- 
tinents, Lemnos, and the dwelling of Icarus, and Rhodes, 
Cnidus too, and the cities of Venus, Paphos, and Soli, and 

Charon's ladder, which led to hell through the trap-doors, and by whidi 
the tldbiXaf or ghosts, came up." Blomfield, Mus. Crit. ii. 214. See 
Siebelis, p. 101. 

^ Paley is disposed to omit this whole speech of Atossa. 

^ This is Linwood's rendering of this unsatisfactory passage, wbo 
makes 7n;py(va, like irvpyov is often used, to allude merely to the City. 
Dindorf considers the word corrupt. 

^ See linwood, s. y. evxo/xai. elvai is understood, Blomfield's emen- 
dation, dpxSfiivai is much more simple; but the alteration is hardly 
needed. 



SalanuB, the mother city of which is now the cause of 
present sighs. He ruled too, by his prudence, over 
opulent populous cities of the Greeks in the Ionian district. 
^d there was at hand an uDCOnquerable power of armed 
men, and of allies gathered ffom e"very nation. But now we, 
in no dubious way, have to endure the overthrow of these 
things from the hand of the gods, beii^ terribly beaten down 
by wars, and by disasters on the deep. 
jEnler XbbXes'. 

Alas ! wretelied that I am, having met with this hateful 
doom beyond all conjecture ; — how ruthlessly hath the dicmon 
assailed the race of the Persians! What shall I suffer 
miserable ? for the vigour of my limbs fiiib as I look upon 
this [aged] company of citizens here before me. Jove ! 
that the doom of death could enshroud me also along with 
the men that are departed. 

Ch. Wcll-a-day, my liege ! for the goodly armament, and 
the great honoiu' accruing to the Peraiaas from their vassal 
states, and the &ir array of men, whom now the dicmon hath 
mowed down. And the land bewails her native youth that 
have been brought to death by Xerxes ; who crams Hades 
with Persians. For to Hades are gone* many, for countless 
-was the masc^, the flower of the realm vanquished with the 
bow, of men that have utterly perished. 

Xes. Alas ! alas ! alas ! alas for the mighty force 1 

Ch. And the land of Asia, O monarch of the country, hath 
sunk piteously, pitoously on hor knee. 

Xee. 1 here before you, alas ! alas ! meet subject for 
wailing, hapless have been bom an evil to my iamiiy, and my 
father-land. 

Ch. I will utter, by way of greeting thy return, the ill- 
omened exclamation, the voice of a Maiiand3miau waller that 
sings of woe, a very tearful outcry. 

XxR. Pour ye forth a grievous all-lamentahle, sad-ie- 
eounding voice ; for this daimou bath made a turn back upon 



1 have transUted FasBow'a fSo^ara 
■1^^ liiiDBdf in thii psaaage. 



which Diudorf i 
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Ch. I will, in truth, utter eyen an all-lamentable outajt 
honouring^ [with a wzul] the heavy calamities of the noe of 
the mourning city endured by the people, inflicted by l3ie 
lashing of the sea ; and again will I utter the eztremdf 
tearful moan. 

Xeb. For our ship-fenced Mars, yielding the victory to 
others, hath reaped mischief from the lonians, after laying 
waste the darkling sur&ce of the main and the ill-&ted saoie. 

Ch. Oh ! oh ! oh ! cry, and enquire exactly into all tiie 
particulars. And where is the rest of the miutitude of thy 
friends ? and where are those who stood by thy side in tiie 
battle } such as was Pharandaces, Susas, Pelagon, Dotamai, 
Agdabatas, and Psammis, and Susiscanes, that left Ecbatana? 

Xeb. I left them fallen in death out of a TjiiBoi ship on 
the shores of Salamis, striking on the rugged headland. 

Ch. Oh ! oh ! and what has become of thy Phamuchus, and 
the brave. Ariomardus ? and where is prince Senalces, or LOsens 
sprung from a high-bom sire, Memphis, Tharybis, and Masis- 
tras, Artembares too, and Hystsechmas ? Th^ things wooM 
I again enquire from thee. 

Xeb. Alas for me ! after having beheld ancient Athens the 
hateful, all in one shock of fight, ah ! ah ! ah ! wretched, lie 
gasping on the ground. 

Ch. What didst thou also leave, didst thou leave him of 
thy Persians, thine own eye' in all things faithful, that num- 
bered thy tens of thousands, tens of thousands, Alpistus, son of 
Batanochus, * * * son of Sesamas, son of Megabatas, Parthus 
too, and mighty (Ebares. Alas ! for them wretched. Thou 
tellest evils that bode further ills to the renowned Persians. 

Xer. Thou dost in sooth call to my mind a lament for my 
excellent friends, while thou speakest of baleful, hateful, 
exceeding hateftd horrors. My heart within me moans aloud, 
moans aloud for them unhappy. 

Ch. And, in truth, we regret another too, Xanthus, leader 
of ten thousand Mardians, and warlike Anchares, Disexis too, 
and Arsames, chiefe of the cavalry, Cigdates and Lythimnes, 
and Tolmus that was never satisfied with the spear. "They 

' See Dhidorf. The metre is at fault. 
^ See the elaborate remarks of Blomfield. 

' I shall not take notice of the different changes of the dramatis per- 
sonee throughout this scene. 
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WfeTB buried, they were buried, not following in our traia, iu 
Unts mounted on wheels. 

Xeb. For they that were commanderB of the best axe gone. 

Ch. They are gone, alas ! inglorious. Woe ! woe ! woe. 
woe ! woe ' ye divinities have brought upon, uh aa unlooked- 
for Burpflasiiig evil, as ever At^ hath witnessed. 

Xee. We have been smitten, alas! what are the fortunes 
of man's life"! 

Ch. We have been smitten, for 'tis full plain, (there are 
new calamities, new calamities), having with no good succees 
encounterod the louiau mariners. Ill-fortuned in war is the 
race of the Persians. 

Xeb. And how not ? I wretched have been smitten in the 
article of so great an army ? 

Ch. And what wonder ? have not the mighty of the Per- 
sians fallen ? 

Xeb. Seest thou this remnant of my vesture ? 

Ch. I see it, I see it. 

Xbb. This quiver too — 

Ch. What is this that fhou Bayest hath been saved ? 

Xeb. a receptacle for shafts ? 

Ch. Little enough assuredly, aSi from much. 

Xeb. Wc have been reft of our supporters. 

Oh. The host of the loaians shriuka not irom the spear, 

Xjeb. Valiant are they ; and I witnessed an unlooked-for 
calamity. 

Ch. 'Tis of the rout of the naval host that thou art speaking. 

Xeb. It is — and 1 rent my robe at the ill visitation. 

Ch. Alas! alas'. 

Xeb. Aye — and more than alas. 

Ch. Yea, for double and threefold are our woes. 

Xeb. Grievous; but joys to our foes. 

Ch. And our prowess too hath been maimed. 

Xer. I am sti'ipped of ■my escort. 

Ch. Through the disasters of thy friends on the deep. 

Xeb. Deplore, deplore the calamity, and move toward the 
house. 

Ch. Ah! ah! woe! woo! 

Xeb. Shriek now in response to me. 

■ ThD metis is inaccurate. See Dindorf and Takj. 
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Ch. a wretched offering from the wretched to tin 
wretched. 

Xer. Wail forth a strain, making it harmonize. 

Cu. Woe ! woe ! woe ! heavy indeed is this calamity of 
ours. Alas ! and very much do I sorrow over it. 

Xeb. Ply^ again and again, and sigh for tny sake. 

Ch. I am drenched wi& tears, being fiill of sorrow. 

Xeb. Shriek now in response to me. 

Ch. 'Tis my present concern, my liege! 

Xeb. Wail aloud now with groans. 

Ch. Woe ! woe ! woe ! woe ! again there shall be mingled 
a black and bloody blow. 

Xeb. Beat thy breast too, and loudly poor forth too the 
Mysian lament. 

Ch. Woe ! woe ! 

Xeb. And make havoc of the white hair of thy chin. 

Ch. With vehemence, with vehemence, very sadly. 

Xeb. And utter a shrill cry. 

Ch, This too will I do. 

Xeb. Rend too with strength of hand thy robe that hangs 
in folds. 

Ch. Woe ! woe ! 

Xeb. Strike thy locks too, and pity the army. 

Ch. With vt hemence, with vehemence, very sadly. 

Xeb. And di 3nch thine eyes. 

Ch. I am steeped in tears. 

Xeb. Shriek now in response to me. 

Ch. Oh! oh! oh! oh! 

Xeb. Move on to the house with exclamations of sorrow. 

Ch. Alas ! thou Persian land now sad to tread ! 

Xeb. Alas ! indeed through the city. 

Ch. Alas ! in sooth, yea, yea. 

Xeb. Pour your sighs as ye gently advance. 

Ch. Alas ! thou Persian land now sad to tread. 

Xeb. Alas ! for those who perished, alas ! in the three- 
tiered barks. 

Ch. I will escort thee with sad-sounding sighs. 

^ See note on Septem. c. Th. 855. 

s ** Terra Persica dvorParog nunc est mihi, eamque tristis nunc ciloo 
pede tristi." Pauw. See Lin wood, s. y. 
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A Watchman. I Agahehnoit. 

CBomoi OF Oi,D Mem of Akooi. Cabsandha. 

CtTTJUBM-raA. MaiSTBBS. 

Tsa Ha>ALD Talthtbids. | 

Watchmas. I pray the gods s. deliverance from theaa 
tmlt. a remedj* foi- my year-long watet. in which, couching 
on my elbows' on the roofs of the Atreidse, like a, dog, I have 
contemplated the host* of the nightly stars, and the bright 
potentates that hear winter and summer to mortals, con- 
RpicnouB in the firmament. And now I ma watching for the 
signal of the beacon, the blaze of fire that brings a voice 
from Troy, and tidings of its capture ; for thus strong in 
hope is the womnn'a heart, of manly counsel*. And whilat 

I Althongli Paley jays of tJiis emendation of Vakkenaer's, iirjxos for 
fi^iDC, " psuci hodie probabunt," 1 prefer following Blomfield and Din- 
dorf. Klansen, with bis boasted neglect of Tprbnl. in favour of poetical, 
interpretatiDn, baa Dot remarked the cODdnaation of the metapborm V. 17. 
SeiKll elegantly rendera, " Salve of a ^ear-lang sentry." 

' See SeweU'9 note. 

• oiiTijiipiv. A beautiful metaphor, by nticn the mnltitude of start ia 
compued to an assembly or chonu. Cf. Eurip. El. 4li7, airpuv r" 
aimpioi ;(opo(; Maiimoa Tjriua lii., ^Xlov pic, aarpuu xopiuj 
Manetbo, V. 7, in' oiipavinv (opifu dorpiSv. It is probable, from tha 
■llosion to the changea of thn weather, that the Pleiades are particularly 
raeant; of nhicb Hy^nus, Poet. Astr. U. 21, obierrea, "eiistimi ' 
phaream ducere ilcllia." SeeMuncker on fab. cidt., and Burmaii 
V«ler. Flac.:. V. 4C. Fischer on .iEachin, Soorat. III. 19, p. 157. 

* See SeweU and Klauun. 



96 AOAXEXirOK. 12r-3i 

I have a night bewildered and dew-drenched oouchS not 
visited by dreams, for fear, in place of sleep, stands at my 
side, so that I cannot firmly close my eyelids m slumber. And 
when I think to sing or whistle, preparing* this the counter- 
charm of song against sleep, then do I monm, wi ghiwg over 
the sad condition of this house, that is not, as of yore, most 
excellently administered. But now, may there be a happy 
release fit)m my toils, as the fire of joyous tidings appean 
through the gloom ! Oh hail ! thou lamp of night, thou that 
displayest a light like as the day, and the mftralinlKttg of 
many dances in Argos, on account of this events. Ho! ho! 
I will give a signal distinctly to the wife of Agamemnon, that 
she, having arisen with all speed from her couch, may raise 
aloud a joyous shout in welcome to this beacon, if indeed the 
city of nion is taken, as the beacon-light stands forth^ announc- 
ing; and I myself will dance a prelude. For I will count the 
throws of my lord that have &llen well, mine own', since this 
kindling of the beacon-light has cast me thrice six*. May it 
then beM me to grasp with this hand of mine the friendly 
hand of the sovereign of this palace on his arrivaL But for 
the rest I am silent; a mighty ox hath come upon my tongue': 

^ Although an apodosis for evT av has heen sought for hj Klausen in 
y. 18; yet I am by no means satisfied on the subject. Sewellj who can- 
didly confesses his doubts, renders it, "And well may I retain," etc.; but 
that would require tv S' or id y', I cannot help thinking ^sdiylus wrote 

BivTjv dk vvKTiTrXayKTov ihv^v dveipoiQ, a repetition tJiat might 

easily escape the copyists. Such repetitions are familiar to every reador 
of the poets, especially Homer. See Schrader on Mus. 145, p. 232 sqq. 

* "drug-like shredding in," Sewell; which b the proper meaning of 

kvTEflVSlV. 

3 Sewell, ''for the joy of this fair hap," apparently taking ;^aptvin 
apposition with the preceding sentence, and not adverbially. 

* tt/oIttci, stands conspicuous. See Sewell on v. 6. 

^ I follow Blomfield, Sewell, and Paley. Klausen seems utterly wrong. 

* The lucky throw. See Stanley. 

7 There seems no doubt that this is a proverbial expression. Sewell 
remarks, ''the general meaning of this harsh figure is obvious, whether 
mere weight of obligation is t3rpified, or weight of money, pecunis* 
bribing to silence. There is something of a similar idea in Thnon of 
AthefUf ;— * jjg „g,g^ brinks, 

But Timon's silver treads upon his lip.' 
Perhaps, however, as the Greeks constantly used compounds of fiovs to 
signify great magnitude, the phrase fikyac Povq might merely be used to 
express a great weight. 
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but the house itself, could it find a voice, would t«ll most 
plainly. Thus I readily speak to them that know, and for 
such as know not I have no memory. 

[iiiV Watchman. 
Chobos. This is now the tenth year since the great adver- 
sary of Priam, king Menekus aud Agamemnon the stalwart 
yoke' the Atreidse, by the gift of Jove [possessed] of a twin- 
throned and twin-seeptered majesty, led from this land their 
armament of a thousand ships of the Axgivea, a warrior aid, 
Bcreoming through passion a great noise of war, like vultures, 
which, in their sorrows for their young far from the [palhs of 
men*,] wheel their flight high above their nests, oaring with 
the oars of th^r pinions, having lost the nestling care' of their 
callow young ;\but some god', either ApoUo, or Pan, or Jove, 
hearing aloft the shrill-voiced wail uttered by the birds on 
account of these outcasts', sends Erinnys, the late avenger, 
upon the transgressors ; — even so mighty Jove the Hospitable 
sends the sons of Atreus against Paris, about to impose on 

I ThemiitiuB, OruL. xii. p. 116. J),, calls the Atridse fvi^ptf ruv 
OTparrtyuv, bj a aimilar metaphor. 

" Or "aolilarj," aafs Paley. Klaasen sayi, " iKiranov, quod ecu 
continere aeqnic in itmere aito .... itiujue quicqaid immodicum est et 
certia rafionis finihua destitntum." See also Diodarf. Palcy rightly 
cODdemnB the suppositioa that icirarfaif 19 an eoallage for IriraTiiiiu. 
Linwood followa Klaaaen, and renders it "irrspi\ar, uncontrDlled," 

3 This sense is now fully establiBhed. Sewell elsgantly renders, 
" having lost for aye and e'er their neathnga' eyrie-watching care." 

' I am nnwilling to believe, with Sewell, in Klansen's oiyBtical end 
far-fetched ineerpretation of tic. I lata ooaatraEd iJB-nroc with dimv, 
like Biraroi .... tpta<r6iuvoi, ». 52. 

' Sewell translates, " her who avengeth late theee Metics of onr state," 
observingin his note, " So mnch political allttEion is traceable in the whole 
of the tetralogy, that perhaps a reference is intended here to some act of 
injustice meditated against the Meteeci at this moment by the democratical 
party; ravHt most be rendered "these" — " these present in the theatre." 
Never was I less inclined to admire the ingmnity of this able scholar than 
in this instance. To say nothing of the unpoeticsl change from a patbetic 
description tn a personal allusion— to Bay nothing of the probable recep- 
tion of such a remark, if nnderstood — have we any warranty for snpposing 
that it cotiW be understood? Of the music of the choruses we know 
nothing; bat, I bi^licte, any one acquainted with chorus-sin ging in 
general, will confess that such a sound bb "tAnde metoikOn" would pro- 
bably Btick in the throat of the shiger, if he attempted to lay any peculiai 
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Greeks and Trojans alike, on account of the wife of many 
husbands, many limb- wearying struggles, when the knee is 
strained in the dust, and the spear-staff is shivered in the 
onset. But things are as they are ; and will be brou^t to 
the issue doomed. Neither by weeping nor by pouring 
libations, nor by shedding tears, will he soothe away the 
intense wrath of fireless rites^lBut we, with our unhonouied 
aged frame, remain left behin4 the armament of that time, 
propping on staves our childlike strength. For both the mar- 
row of youth shooting up within our breasts is weak as age^ 
and Mars is not in place; and very advanced age lik^ 
wise, after that its foliage is already withered, totters along 
its three-footed path, and nought superior to a child, flits like 
a day-dream. But thou, daughter of Tyndarus, Queen dy- 
tsemnestra, what means this? what new event? what is it 
that thou hast heard, and on the faith of what tidings art thoa 
burning incense sent around' ? and the altars of all our city- 
guarding gods, of those above and those below, gods of hea- 
ven and gods of the forum, are blazing With offerings : and in 
different directions different flames are streaming upward, 
high as heaven, drugged with the mild unadulterated cordials 
of pure imguent, with the royal cake, brought from the 
inmost cells'. Concerning these things tell one both what is 
possible and lawful for thee to say*, and become thou the healer 
of this distracting anxiety, which now one while is full of evil 

^ The disputes respecting dirvpiov Tfpwv seem to be set at rest by 
Bamberger and Dindorf, who understand the sacrifice of Iphigenia to be 
meant. And if we consider the connexion of the sense, this is clearly 
required by the context from v. 40, as follows : The Atridse hover over 
the heads of those who stole away Helen, like vultures mourning over 
their lost young. But as some god sends an Erinnys to aid the birds, so 
Jove sends the Atridse against Paris, bringing a doubtful contest upon both 
Greeks and Trojans. But the end of all will be as fate decrees. Nor by any 
means will Agamemnon avert the unflinching wrath resulting from Iphi- 
genia's death." The chorus darkly hints at the consequences of Agamem- 
non's connexion with Menelaus, which are more fully explained hereafter. 

2 Although the epithet irtpiirnnrTa is not destitute of meaning, I have 
little doubt that iBschylus wrote iripiirnrTa — "decocta." 

* The irkXavoQ was a common offering to all the gods, as we learn from 
Pollux, vi. ii. p. 288, ed. Seber. Sewell observes, " it should be remem- 
bered that the oil used in religious rites was of great value." 

* alviiv — to say. Cf. v. 1481, ri fisyav oikoiq roiaSe Aaifiova Kol 
Papvfiriviv alvtiQ, Thus alvoc, a narrative, y. 1483, kukov alvov driipac 
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thought, but ftt another lime, because of the Bacrifices, hope J 
blandly fawning' npon me repels the insatiate care, the rank* 1 
liug sorrow that ia preying upon my heart. ' 

I am' able to tell of tbe prowess of the surpassing' heroes, ' 
well-omened on the way — for still from the gods doth persua- 
sion inspire me with eong, [and] the commensurate crisis with, 
strength* — how the impetuous bird sends against the land of 
Teueer the twin-throned power of the Archicans. the one- 
minded chief of the youth of Hellas, with Hpear and avenging 
band, the monarch of birds to the monarchs of the ships, one 
of them black and the other white behind, having appeared 
near the palace, on the right hand in all-conspicuous position", . 
feeding on a hsre-brood teeming with embryo- ofispring, cat 
off from their last' course. Chount Mluum, .^linon ! but 
may the good prevail. And the dever seer of the army, 
having seen the twin-warlike Atreidiediflering'in their spirits, 
knew [them for] the devourera of the hare, and the com- 
manders who led the expedition, and thus he spake CKpoimd- 
ing the portent: "In time of a truth shall this inroad take the 
pity of Priam ; but of all the public wealth in its towers shall 
Destiny first violently make havoc'. Only may no envy 
from the gods fling gloom over the mighty embattled curb 

• I follow Butler's, or rather Jacob's, emendstion, with Blomfield aac 
Dindort. 

' Perhaps the literal ineaning of m'pioj would best be rendered, " 'til 
mirietoteU." 

3 Thus 1 have rendered krfXfigi'. Klausen's U TiUmn is ueithei 
Greek nor lense. Dindorf a view, whicb I hive followed, seems the sim. 
jilest, although I mutt plead to a bias in favour of reading ei'riXfmi'. 

* I haie cloael; followed Klausen, nnd, appurentlj, Jelf, Gk. Gr. 89^ 
G (See Index). But did on; one ever hear of aiJv being used for saipi^ 
or can we suppose that aiftpvToc ai'iJv can mean "the time of the oracle'i 
fulfilment P" Besides, how awkward is tlie asyndeton I Dindorf aeemi. 
hot imperfectl; satiiticd; but nncerCnint; prevents me from advaocing 1 
anj new readings. None of the present conjectures appear safe. 

^ tSpa must be an aiigurial term. £ee Klausen. 

« See Dindorf, and Jelf, Gk, Gr, J &31. 

' I should prefer readiug Siiaois with Blomfield, from Canter's ei 
datioD. Had Loheck'a TrtUToit (which is not an emendation, hn 
aJteration, and that for the worse) been proposed by any one else, Dindorf 1 
would hardly have honoured it with his approbation. There ia ! 
doubt, however, whether Siattai can mean " different." 

" Paley triea to take jcrii'ij in its usual sense, "cattle," and Buppoit* 

tlnterpretution with some iiigennity. 
, 
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forged against Troy: for chaste Diana is jealous against the 
house, on account of the winged hounds^ of the sire, that made 
a victim of the wretched hare together with her brood before 
delivery, and she loathes the banquet of the eagles. Chamit 
^linon, JElinoni but may the good prevail. So kindly is 
the fair* goddess to the cubs of fierce lions unable to follow* 
[their dams], and to the suckling whelps of all the wild beasts 
that roam the field,>and she beseeches [her father]* to bring to 
a favourable issue these omens; propitious indeed, yet open to 
complaint are the apparitions'. And I invoke leian Peean, 
that she may not work any long ship-detaining stress of wea- 
ther, with winds adverse to the Greeks, urging on another 
sacrifice, an impious one, banquetless, the framer of strife 
among kindred, having no awe for a husband: for there abides 
a fearM, recurring*, fraudful keeper of the house, a mindful 
child-avenging wrath."— Such destinies, drawn from, birds 
seen upon the march, did Calcbas along with great blessings 
chant forth to the royal households. And in harmony with 
these cbaunt ^linon, JBlinon! but may the good prevail 
Jove — whosoever* he be, if this name be well-pleasing to him 

* See the commentators, and G. Amaud, de Diis Hapedpoig, xxviii. 

2 This seems to have been a popular epithet of Diana. Feder refers to 
Aristoph. Ran. 1358, ujxa dk AiKTVvva iraXg "Aprtfiis KoXd, Eurip. 
Hipp. 66, KaXkitrra iroX'b irapQkvtDV. 

3 Such is the established sense of akirToig ; but I still incline, with 
"Sewell, to Blomlield's reading, aXkirroig, 

* See Linwood, s. v. TipirvoQ, whom I have followed. 

* (jTpovBibv is rightly condemned by Porson as an interpolation from 
Homer, II. II. 311. 

^ I read TraKlvoproQy with Linwood, Paley, and Dindorf. See a dear 
explanation of the passage in Linwood's Lexicon. 

7 This sceptical formula is very common. See Blomfield (to whom 
Klausen is, as usual, indebted for his matter), and compare also the 
prayer of the Pontifines, in Servius on Virg. iEn. IV. 577 — ''Jupiter, 
Optime, Maxime, sive quo alio nomine te appellari volueris.*' Livy, I. 2 
of iEneas— "situs est, quemcumque eum dici jus fasque est." This 
superstition arose partly from the Semitic belief that the true name of the 
deity was concealed from man; (cf. Gall, on Lactant. I. p. 30) and hence 
the Athenians, as well as other nations, had altars to unknown or un- 
eertain deities (See Augustin, de cons. En. I. 30 ; Tertullian. adv. Mar- 
cion, I, 9)« Valerius Soranus came to an evil end, in consequence of 
divulging the name of the genius of the city of Rome (Serv. ad JEn. I. 
284). The Platonic superstition on this head is well known. Besides the 
passages adduced by Blomlieid; cf. Phileb. p. 72, E. But the scepticism 
of iEschylus in v. 165, «i rb /.idrav Snrb tl>povTiSog dxOog XP^ iSdkiiv, 
geema to amount to absolute ridicule of the ^oi^mW ^olYtheism. 
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when invoked, liy thk do I itddrcss him ; balancing all reasons, 
I am not able to make any further guess, except Jove, if in 
truth it behoves me to east off the grouncllesa burthen ot 
anxiety. Nor can he who before was great, flourishing in 
unconquerable boldncsa say aught, as one that has passed 
away'; and he who existed U'ext has passed away, having; 
found hia third thrower'. But any one that cheerfiilly cele- 
brates Joye in songs of triumph shall completely attein to 
understanding ; him that leads mortals the way to wisdom, 
that places knijwlei^e upon sufiering, firmly to remain'. But 
e'en in slumber the pang of the memory of ills keeps dripping 
before the heart, and Wisdom hath come to the way«^rd. 
But 'tis a gift, I ween, of the divinities who sit severely* on 
the awful bench. Then too the senior leader of the ships of 
the Greeks, blaming no sccr, but breathing with the fortunes 

that befell him when the Grecian host was afflicted by 

stress of weathei*, while it was occupying the coast beyonil! 
Chalcia, in the refluent coasts of Aulis, and blasts that came 
from the Strymon, of evil holiday, of direftd famine, and ill 
anchorage, stray guides to mortals, unsparing both of ships 
and cables, rendering the time [of voyage] twice the length, 

were carding down with delay* the flower of the Greeks; 

when moreover the seer loudly announced to the chieftains 
another more grievous remedy for the fell tempest', bring- 
ing forward Diana ; so that the Atreidte, smiting the ground 
■with their sceptres, checked not the tear, and lie elder 
monarch spake thus aloud; "Hard is the fate not to obey; 

' I ta>e done 1B7 best with this B«lcward passage, following Klaueen's 
veraion, "niLil ampliua dicat, qauin lie eo actum ait." But 1 am bj no 
means Mtisfied. 

' "The victory was adjudged to him that gave hia adveraaiy three falla, 
irbBDce Tpid^at aad ikirsTpidEm tlgnif; to conquer." — Potter, I. S02. 

* I haie followed Sewell, undEratanding uiart berore KvpluQ Ixt'y- 

* Bmiiiif seeiDB awkward. Llnwaod transtates it, " sitting with 
gBveritj" (" serenity" nuBt be a misprintl. Sewell, "there ia a gradoni 
gift, rampulsory as fate." 

' Literally, ■' inability to sail" Cf. ThuoyJ. Iv. 4, flirix^S' 
iirXoias. Eur. Jph. T. 1 5, ;eii.^E r' AtrXaias: TTVlvudruv t oi Tvyx^ 
VMV. Iph. AuL 88, Tjiuae' ijtXgif XP^F*"* "•^ A«\iJo. Cf, Dion. 
Chryioat. Or. II. p. SO, ed. Reiske. 

< With the apparent approbation of Diudorf, I have followed Blom- 
field's punctuation. 

' I have adopted Klaueen'a explosBtian, Sewell'i icrsioQ is qolM ,, 
' ' the sense. ' 
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hard too if I am to sacrifice my daughter, the ornament 
of my house, polluting a fiither's hands with the gushings 
of a virgin's hlood near the altar. Which of these alternatives 
is without its horrors ? How can I be a deserter of the fleet, 
failing the confederacy ? for it is meet that thejr* with wrath 
full wrathfully should desire the sacrifice that shall lull the 
winds, and the blood of the maiden,— for it would b& well." 
But after that he had put on the yoke of necessity, breatfiing an 
impious, impure, imholy change of soul, from that time he 
changed his mind so as to cherish all-daring thoughts. For 
wretched frenzy, first source of woe, of foul counsel, hardens 
mortals. And thus he dared to become the sacrificer of his 
daughter, to promote a war undertaken for the avenging of a 
woman, and as a first offering* for the fleet: and the chieftains, 
eager for the fight, set at nought her supplications, and her cries 
to her father*, and her maiden age. But after prayer her &ther 
bade the ministering priests with all zeal, to lift like a kid 
high above the altar, her who lay prostrate wrapt in her robes, 
and to put a checlc upon her beauteous mouth, a voice of 
ciu'ses* upon the house, by force of muzzles and strength which 
allowed no vent to her cry. And pouring to the ground her 
vestments of saffron dye, she smote each of her sacrificers with 
a piteous glance from her eye, and remarkable in her beauty* as 

^ The connexion of the sense evidently requii'es iTnQvjiuv to be referred 
to the Greeks, not to Artemis : opya proleptically alludes to the wrath of 
the Greeks, if the sacrifice of Iphigenia was refused. There is a some- 
what similar sense in Virgil, Mn. II. 130 — "Assensere omnes, et quae sibi 
quisque timebat, Unius in riniseri exitium conversa tulere." With iv yap 
ih]f understand civrolg, 

*^ On TrpoTsXda, see Blomfield. It was properly a marriage-rite. 
Pollux, lit. 3, p. 137, 20, ri dk irpb ydfjiov Ovtria, TrpoTsXsia. , .. Trporc- 
XuaOai 5k kXsyovTo ov fiovov al vu/t^ai, dy\Xd Kal oi vvfi<pioi. 

^ Sewell would extend the signification of Trarpfpovg to the kin of Aga- 
memnon as well, but I am scarcely disposed to accede to that view. 
Lucretius preferred the simple notion : 

*' Nee miserse tali prodesse in tempore quibat, 
Quod piitrio princt^s donarat nomine regem." 

* I agree with the same elegant scholar, that the imprecation of curses 
upon her father's house was ill-suited to the feminine delicacy of IpJii- 
genia ; but his translation tells us more than the original contains. In 
fact, to his credit we may say that he often forgets the translator in the 
poet. Perhaps we may best take ApaXov proleptically j as referring to 
what would befal the house on account of her death. 

* I have followed Sewell's idea of the verb Trpkireiv. See his note on 
y, 6. Here there seems allusion to the custom of painters to place th« 



in a picture. wiKhing to speak ; since oft times in the hospitable 
halls of her father she was wont to sing, and uiideflowered in. 
maidenhood, to do honour witli fond respect by her TOioe to 
the life of her father happy to a third libation'. What 
followed thereupon neither did I witness, nor do I tell ; but 
the divinations of Cnlchas fail not of acuoraplishiuent. To 
those that suffer, indeed Justice brings knowledge. But for 
futurity', since it will come farewell to it — 'tis but the same 
■with sorrowing beforehand; for the event will come dawning 
clearly with tlio morning rays*. Oh ! may there be in the sequel 
a happy issue, as wishes this the sole guardian, closest bulwark 
of the Apian land*. I have come revering thy majesty, Cly- 
tffimnestra; forright it ii to honour the consort of a chieftain 
hero, when the monarch's throne has been left empty. And 
gladly shall I hear whether thou, having ieamed aught that is 
good or not, art doing sacrifice with hopes that herald glad- 
ness — yet not if thou continuest silent will there be ofience. 
Clttjesikestka, 

Let morning become, as the adage runs, a herald of • 
gladcBB fiom its mother night. And learn thou a joy greater I 
than thy hope to hear ; for the Argives have taken the city of i 
Priam. ' 

Ch. How sayest thou? thy word e8cape4 me t 
credulity. 

Clyt. I say that Troy is in the power of the Argive^— | 
speak I clearly ? 

Ch. Joy is stealing over me, that calls forth a tear. 

CiYT. Ay, for ihy countenance proves thy loyalty. 

Ch. Why, what sure proof hast thou of these things 

CtTT. I have a proot^ — why not? — unless the deity hath, I 
deluded me. J 

Ch. Art thou, then, reverencing the vision of dreams, that I 
win easy credence ? 

chief object for^nirMt, enbduing the rest. For illiutrBtions, lee con 
Senopb.p Ephea. p. 101, Peerlk. 

> i. B., worth; of the third cup in hononr of Jupiter [he Saiioni. 

' I rand ri /liWofS' lirtl, omitting t4 Si jrpoicX/ifii' (see Lin' 
Of the common reading nothing can be made. The meaning of ini 
flXuaic rx&ctljr correapondi to the Itatign " ehe tara, lara." 

' Sewell'a ingenuity cannot induce me to depart from Dindorf. 

* The old men may be speaking of themselves : a|);iirroc is, at bestt I 
bnt > donbtfdl epithet. To reTer it to CtftttmneEtra ii perhapi better. 
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Cltt. I would not take the opinion of my soul when stmk 
in slumber. 

Ch. But did some wingless rumour gladden thy mind? 
Cltt. Thou sharply mockest my sense as that of a young 

Ch. And at what time hath the city been sacked ? 

Clyt. I say in the night that hath now brought forth this 
day. 

Ch. And what messenger could come with such speed ? 

Clyt. Vulcan, sending forth a brilliant gleam from Ida ; and 
beacon dispatched beacon of courier-fire* hitherward. Ida, 
first, to the Hermaean promontory of Lemnos, and third in 
order Athos, mount of Jove, received the great torch from 
the isle, and passing o*er so as to ridge the sea, the might of 
the lamp as it joyously' travelled, the pine-torch transmitdng 
its gold-gleaming splendour, like a sun, to the watch-towers 
of Macistus. And [the watchman] omitted not his share of 
the messenger's duty, either by any delay, or by being 
carelessly overcome by sleep: but the light of the beacon 
coming from afar to the streams of the Euripus gives signal lb 
the watchmen of Messapius ; and they lighted a fiame in turn, 
and sent the tidings onwards, having kindled with fire a pile 
of withered heath. And the lamp, in its strength not yet at all 
bedimmed, bounding over the plain of the Asopus, like the 
bright moon to the crag of Cithseron, aroused another relay 
of the courier fire. And the watch refused not the light that 
was sent from afar, lighting a larger pile than those above- 
mentioned ; but it darted across the lake Gorgopis, and having 
reached mount -^giplanctus, stirred it up, that the rule' of fire 
might not be stint. And lighting it up in unscanting strength, 
they send on a mighty beard of flame, so that it passed glaring 
beyond the headland that looks down upon the Saronic frith, 
then it darted down until it reached the Arachnaean height, 
the neighbouring post of observation, and thereupon to this 

* dyyapog, a Persian word, which Symmons translates by estqfettet » 
Spanish word for a military courier, which has been naturalized in 
English. The original institution is described by Xenophon, Cyrop. VIII. 
6. 9, and by Herodotus, VIII. 98. Old Translation. 

* See the commentators : &<rTe viariaai seems to compel us to take 
VTTCprlXijc in the sense expressed. 

' i. e., " the fixed succession*' (see Linwood). There is some doubt 
•boat xaW^cffdoi being taken passively. 
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roof of the Atreidie here darta tliis light, no new descendant' 
of the fire of Ida. Such, ui truth, were my regulations for the 
bearers of the torch fulfilled by succession from one to 
another ; and the first and the last in the course* aurpase [the 
rest]. Such proof and signal do I tcU thee of my husband 
havMig sent me tidings from Troy. 

Ch. To the gods, my queen ! I will make prayer hereafter ; 
but I could wish to hear and to admii-e once more, at length, 
these tidings as thou tellest them. 

Cltt. On this very day the Greeks are in possession of 
Troy: I think that a di-scordant clamour is loud in the citv. 
If you pour into the same vessel both vinegar and oil, you will 

Eronovmce that they are foemen, Euid not friends. So you may 
ear the voices of the captured and lie conquerors distinct 
[because of] a double result; for the one party having fallen 
about the corpses of men, both those of brothers, and chUdi'en 
those of their aged parents, are bewailing, from a throat that 
is no longer free, the death of those that were dearest to' them. 
But the other party, on the contrary is hungry, fatigue from 
roaming all the ni^t after the battle arranging at meals of 
Buch things as the city furnishes, by no fised law in the dis- 
tribution, but as each hath drawn the lot of fortune'. Already 
are they dweUiog in the captured houses of the Trojans, freed 
from the frost beneath the sky, and from the dews, thus will 
they, poor wretches', sleep the whole night through without 
sentries. And if they reverence ^veU the tutelary gods of the 
land which they have conquered, and the fanes of the god, 
assuredly, after having been captors, they shall not in their 
turn become captives. But let no lust first fall upon the army 
of making havoc of things forbidden, overcome by lucre. For, 
in order to a safe return, they muft turn back thi-oi^h the 
other length of the race. But if the host return in guilt', the 

' I haie dons mj best with a nery boH espresBion. 

' Or, "tlifl ona Ihiit was hotll first and la£>" (see Paley). With tha 
vhole deacription compare Botes' IllustratiauB, and Scott's magtii.' 
deecription of the journey of the fiery ctobb, LaJy of the Lake, tantt 
atanoi XIX. 

' A full atop ehonld he put after ttiIXoi'. 

* This aeeras the only aatisfactory explanation of the common readinj : 
Conint^n prefers iis S" fiSai/ievii;, the conjecture of Yosalaa, and with 

■ I IuT« followed Diadorf in reading AjivXin^TOS- 
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curse of those slain might awake in the [minds of the] sods, 
even though fresh Tnischances should not be&U them. Sodi 
words thou mayest hear from me a woman. But may the 
good prevail, so that we may see it in no wavering belanoe; 
for I have received in this an enjoyment of many blessings. 

Ch. My queen, thou speakest sensibly like a prudent man; 
and I, ha\dng heard thy sure tokens, prepare myself to make 
Siting addresses to the gods; since no inglorious reward of our 
toils hath been achieved. 

[^Exit Clttamkestila. 

O sovereign Jove, and friendly night, possessor of mighty 
glories, and that didst fling a close net over the towers of 
Troy, so that neither old nor young could overleap the vart 
toil of slavery, all-ensnaring bane*. I therefore revere the 
mighty Xcnian Jove, that hath accomplished these things, that 
bent his bow aforetime against Paris, in such wise tibat the 
shaft might not idly descend either before the proper moment, or 
above the stars*. They have to say that they feel the stroke of 
Jove. This we may trace out exactly. He hath &red according 
as he hath wrought*. Some one denied that the gods deigned 
to have the care of mortals, by whom the honour of hallowed 
things might be trampled on*. Not holy was he ; and it is upon 
tlie descendants of those who were breathing forth, more 
violently than just, a war which they ought not to have dared, 

^ It seems much more spirited to take anjQ TravaXwrov in apposition 
with dov\€iag (although Pollux is against this view) : ydyya/jLov (which 
Sewell retains in his version) does not seem to imply more than uriyavov 
^iKTVov in V. 358. 

* After all the explanations of this difficult passage, I have ventured on 
a new one. The simple verb (TJc^Trrw is everywhere in iEschylus used 
intratisitively, cf. v. 308—310 ; Prom. 749 ; Sept. c. Th. 429 ; and I do 
not see wh^we should not take it in this sense, especially as it is com- 
monly used of the descent of the thunderbolt. We may join i^\i9iov 
crKrj^peuv, the former word expressing the consequence of the stroke 
descending either before or beyond its mark (see Linwood, s. dtTTpov), 
'yirkp d(fnpu}v can only be a proverbial phrase, denoting excessive distance, 
probably derived from the temporary vanishing of objects shot to a great 
distance. Respecting 'oirws dv — -just as thaty see Blomfield, and Jelf, Gk. 
Gr. § 810. 

* i. e. Paris. This change from fxovt^t is a customary enallage, particu- 
larly when the speaker proceeds from the general remark to the individual 
instance (seeBlomf. Pers. 606). 

^ Blomfield thinks there is an allusion to Diagoras, the Melian atheist 
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while tlieir dwelliiiga were teeming beyond all measure, 
beyond what is beat'. But may an untroubled lot be mine, so 
aa for a man well disposed in disposition to have sufficient 
Etrength*. For there is no bulwark in wealth ngninst destruc- 
tion to the man who, in the wantonness of his heart, has 
spumed the great altar of Justice: but wretched Persuasion, 
intolerablQ daughter of AtS, joint in her councik*, forces him 
on; and remedy is utterly Tain. Guilt is not concealed, but is 
conspicuous, a, hght of lurid glare ; and lilie adulterate bi'ass is 
proved black- in-graiiicd' by wear, ajid by attrition, when a boy 
pursues a bird upon the wing, bringing upon his country a. blow 
beyond all endurant^e, Andnotone of the gods lends an ear to his 
orisons, but sweeps away the unrighteous that hath concerned 
himself with these doings. Such too was Paris, when he came 
to the mansion of the Atreide. and profaned the hospitable 
board by the abduction of a wife. And she, leaving citizens 
shield-bearers, and the discomfiture of spears, and naval 
armaments, and bearing to llion destruction as her dowry, 
pnssed swiftly through the gates, having dared undaxeable 
deeds : and much did the bards* of the house lameut as they 
told this ditty. — "Alas! alas! for the palace and the chiefs; 
a!ns! for the eouch, and the footsteps of her who once loved 
hfr spouse'. He stands by silent*, dishonoured, uttering no 

I TbEre seems litllo hope of making aaytLing of this passage, and I 
Bhould prefer Blomfielcl's emendation. I have, hewcser, followed Sewell 
and Klausen in taking lyyivni'i; (rather iayiivovs) to mean " pet pus- 
tenffi," which, though intolerably harsh, is better than supposing that 
iri^nvTDi can be the plural : but this is onl; tiie lesser of tna evils. Din- 
dorf saya the passage is interpolated, hut he does not tell us how. Perhaps 
we sbonld connect these words with the iireBediog, and read iliai^jjs 
HeftaiTut, tal fivout; ictX — " but he is shewn tbrth no pious man, but of 
tbe race," etc. uTrfp^i u also appears corrupt. 

' i. e., to be able to meet the force of ciraumstanccs. See Palej, 

" See Sewell and Conington, 

* I bate used "bards," as containing tbe two senses of irpo^^rni. See 
Blonifield. 

' Burges would more elegantly render " the footsteps of her who fol- 
lowed a loved one," i. e., Paris. 

• I read with Hermann, oiydc.. .. dirnrroc n^i/cii'ni', iMv with Her. 
mann and Sewell. Tht defences of tha common reading, lately proposed, 
are beneath notice. Blomfield truly remarks that d^ififmi' ia the midillt 
voice, bnt I do not see how that fact invcilvea any diSoulty. May it not 
porpDHly be lued to ligaif j tha willittjf elopement of Uetea 1 I hate 
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reproach, not believing that he sees her eloped. And ii 
yearning after her beyoiid the sea, a phantom will seem to nk 
the house, and the beauty of fair-formed statues is loathed bj 
her husband, and in the unfed glance* of his eyes all their 
loveliness passes away. And melancholy visions, appearing in 
dreams, present themselves, bringing a vain delight; for vain 
it is when any one seeming to see blessings, the vision having 
slipped tnrough his hands, passes away forSiwith on the pinions 
that lackey on the paths of sleep." These, indeed are the 
sorrows at the hearth', within the mansion, but there are 
sorrows surpassing these. And universally because of the 
heroes who went together from the land of Hellas, the sorrow 
of a patient spirit from the £Eimilies of each is plainly 
observable. Many things of a truth touch them to the core; 
for those whom any one sent forth, he knows, but, instead of 
men, urns and ashes come back to the dwellings of each. And 
Mars, that barters for gold their bodies, and that holds ihe 
balance in the tug of the spears, sends to their friends some 
fragment of scorched dust from llion, a thing of bitter tears, 
fillmg the vases with light' ashes instead of the man. And they 

used a word of the same force in the translation. Thus Euripides, IpL 
Aul. 78, says, kpCJv ipCjaav <^x*''' t^civdpTraffag. 

^ There seems something very harsh in Menelaus oeing made the ^atrfui 
in this passage, and I regret that Conington should not have preferred 
following his own taste, instead of the tasteless defence of the common 
reading, proposed by others. The sight of a beautiful image would recall 
the memory of Helen to her husband, but his sight was not fed with the 
real presence of a loved object : axrjvLaiQ must refer to the eyes of Meoe- 
laus. If we remember the description of Iphigenia's death, we shall not 
be surprised at finding the sculptor's art made a medium of pathos. 
Conington*s translation of iraa 'A.<ppoSiTa is unaccountable. In connexion 
with his own idea of the passage, he might have derived something more 
poetical from Eur. Hipp. 525; Achill. Tatius, VI. p. 875. For other 
illustrations see Boyes, and compare. King John III. 4 : — 
Grief fills the room up of my absent child. 
Lies in his bed, walks up and down with me ; 
Puts on his pretty looks, repeats his words, 
Remembers me of all his gracious parts, 
Stuffs out his vacant garments with his form — *\ 
* And Ion 1. 2. — When thou art gone — the light of our life quench'd— 
Haunting like spectres of departed joy 
The home where thou wert dearest I 
' evOsTov. I prefer, however, the reading proposed by Aontoif 
i{f€krovg, with Sowell, Linwood, and others. 
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sigh as Ihcy pmise one ua skillecL in fight and another ns 1 
fallen gloriously amid the carnage, in behalf of another'i 
«rife. These things does many a one in silence mutter. And 
jealous vexation creeps upon the chieftain Atrida'. And' 
others, fiui of form, there around the walls, occupy tombs in. , 
the land of Ilion ; and a foe-knd shrouds them as its dwellers. 
Bitter is the rumour of the citizens accompanied by wrath, 
and it pays the debt as of a curse' ratified by tlie people. And 
my anxious care ts waiting to hear something wrapt in nightly 
gloom. For the gods are not regardlesH of those that oocasioa 
great slaughter: and the black Erinnyes in time, reduce to 
obscurity the man that is fortunate without righteousness, by 
a reverse of fortune; and the powet of him tMt lives among 
the obscure is naught, N ow for a man to have an exceedingly* 
high reputation is a sad thing ; for the thunderbolt from Jove 
is lanched against his eyes*; but I prefer happiness firee from 
envy. May I never be a Backer of cities, nor yet myself a 
iCaptive may I see my life under the control of others. Uut by 
'"■ fire that brings glad tidings a swift rumour is pervading 
city— but who knows whether it be true*? or some delusion 
"the godsf. Who is so childish, or bereft of judgment, as, 
after having been wanned in heart by the recent tidmgsof the 
beaoon-hght, to despond at a. clwige of news? It fits a 
woman's wit' to acknowledge a boon before it has appeared. 
The female sex, over credulous, ranges with rapid step; ' " 
glory that depends on a woman's proclamations, perishes i 
short-lived late. 

' wpnSiroit. See VeHe. 

' See Palsy, and compare the paraphrases of Sewell and Conington 
do not think Agamemnon ehauld he menlisned, hnt merely hinled at, 

' See Linwood. Diudorf rightly prefers PeaMon's conjecture, ii; 
Rctiruc, «ith Bh)mflEld. 

* Klauaen Calces arraoit as referring to Jore. But what writer W' 
ase Saamc ti6eiv to mean "from the eye of Jove"? I h_ave no doubt J 
that the paaSBge is corrupt. Burgsa reads /JnX^srai S' dtp' "Oso 
has been partly antieipated by Lobeck, 

' See Dindorra note. 

' I have fuUuwed Oindurfs emendation (see hia notes], ftltbougli, with. J 
himself, I prefer Stanley's tic "'^^v. « roi fltiiv ian^ ^ iptBag; the. J 
commDn reading seema untenahlB. Symmons, »bose taste ie " 
hia scholarship, agrees with Stanley. 

' There saeroa no parallel in this passage to Chocph. 630; bnt I hart ■ 
rendered alxpf (= edge, point) as closely lo English nailans aa I could- 
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Re-enter Clytmmvestjul, 

Quickly shall we know concerning the suoceflsions of tlie 
lightrbeoring lamps, of the beacon-lights and the fire, whether 
they were true, or whether this delightful light hath come, 
and, after the manner of dreams, modked our minds. I see 
this herald here, coming from the shore, overshadowed witk 
boughs of olive ; and die thirsty dust, kin-sister of mud, of 
the same yoke, bears witness to me of this, that neither voice- 
less, nor by the smoke of fire, lighting up for you a flame oi 
mountain-wood, he will make signals. But he will either 
proclaim our joy to you more fiilly — for the tidings that are 
otherwise, 1 deprecate — for oh ! may a good sequel come to 
the good things that have appeared. 

Ch. Whosoever, in this matter, prays otherwise fortius our 
city, may he himself reap the fruit of his soul's trespass. 

Enter Hebald. 

! father-land of the soil^ of Argos, in this the light of the 
tenth year am I arrived, mastering one only hope, with many 
broken down. For never dared I think that, dying, I should 
share a burial dearest to me in this Argive land. Now hail to ■ 
thee, country mine, and hail to thee light of the sun, and to 
thee O Jove, supreme god of the realm, and to the Pythian 
king, that no longer with thy bow dost launch thy shafts against 
us. Enough unfavouring comest* thou by Scamander; but 
now in turn be thou our saviour, and freer from our contests* 
and I address both all the gods of battle and my patron Mer- 
cury, beloved herald, herald's glory, and the heroes that sent 
us forth, that they may kindly welcome back again the residue 
of the host that has escaped the spear. halls of our kings, 
dear roofs ! and awful judgment-seat, and ye divinities that 
face the sun, if ever in the olden times ye did with these 
your bright eyes receive with honourable greeting our 
sovereign after his long absence; for king Agamemnon is 
come, bringing a light in darkness common to you and to all 

^ I have ventured to transpose the sense of oJidag and x^ovos. 

^ But read ijaO' dvdptnoQ. See Paley. 

' Dindorf, howevtr, prefers taking Kdwaydjviog for Kai kwayutviog, not 
airay^vioQ. An anonymous critic in Scholfield's notes proposes cai 
iraiuivioQ, which Paley and Conington have admitted, and supported with 
good taste. The common reading might easily result from the next line. 
In confirmation of the conjecture, cf. Soph., (Ed. Tyr. 150. 
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these ftBsembled. — But greet him well, (and Booth 'tis fitting | 
so) him that hath overturned Troy with the spade of avenging 
Jove with which the plain hath been tilled. Their altaji 
are demolished and the shrines of thi;ii' goda and the seed 
of all the land hath utterly perished. Havii^ fluiig such a 
yoke over Troy, the elder royal son of Atreus, a happy man, 
hath arrived and moat deserving to be honoured is he of the 
mortals of this day : for neither Paris nor hisaocompKce 
boasts that their deed was greater than their sufTeiTng'. 
cast in the penalty of abduction and theft, he both lost his 
gage' and mowed down to the very earth in utter destructioa 
the house of his father : and the children of Priam have paid 
a double penalty. 

Ch. Joy to thee. Herald of the host of the Argives. 

Her. Ifeeljoy; and no longer do I refuse the goda to 

Ch. Did love of this thy father-land train thee ? 

Heh. Aye, so that mine eyes swim with tears of joy. 

Cii. Ye were then smitten with this pleasant malady. 

Heb. How? learning [from thee] I shall master tliis speech'. 

Ch. As being smitten with love for llieni who loyed thee 

Hee. Say'st thou that this country longed for the army 
which longed for it ? 

Ch. Yes, so that full oft I sighed from my saddened soul. 

Hee. \Vhence came tlus desponding horror on the people' i 

Ch. Long since have I considered silence as an antidote to 
mischief. 

Heb. And how didst thou fear any* when the chiefe were 
absent ? 

' Cf. Choeph, 313, Ipiaavu «-o9fiw. 

■ So Sewell. See Conlngton's note. I have fallowed Bbmfield'i 
rtsding, aiiToxdov' Bv, with Dindorf and Conington. Psley acarcely 
Khewfl hia aicostomed good taste in thU pateage. 

' Read jruic f ij ; with Schuta and Dindorf. 

* So Wellaucr, which ia harsh, and rEadDnahly ohjecCed to by Conin^^ 
ton. But the long note of the latter elegant Mholar has only eonlirmed 
my opinion of the alter corruptness uf the common reading. Emper pro. 
poses fpiviiv, which Dindorf apprnveB. 1 myself fancy that we ahould 
Bimply read, Tr66iv to Sia^pov tdBt' iinjv ari'-fog {hat^ut tMng, r. 
grief.) ^poooi.. . 

* I would read nrd for Tivas. Th-e c arose from tlie tenntaation of 
lO need for alcerlng Uie punctiMtion. 

Eo: 
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Ch. Even as thou saidst jnst now, and to hare died were 
matter of ffreat thanks*. 

Hks. Yea, for we haTe fared well. But this in a long 
time one might say that some things fiill out well, but others 
on the contrary are open to complaint ; for who, save the 
gods, is free from su&ring throughout all time for eyer* 
more? For were I to teU our hardships, and our bad 
lodgments, our approaches [to the shore^ infirequent and ill- 
bedded, — and in what part of the day were we not sighing, 
as not having met with our portion' ? — ^And then again ue ills 
on shore were added, more loathly still : for our beds were 
hard by the walls of our foes : and from the sky and frt>m the 
soil the meadow-dews drizzled on us, a deep rankling destmc- 
tion to our garments making our hair shaggy. And were 
any one to describe the winter, death to birds, how intolerable 
the snow of Ida made it, or the sultriness, when ocean, having 
sunk upon his noon-tide couch unruffled by a breeze, 
slumbered' without a ripple. — What need is there to grieve 
over this ? the toil is pist — past too with the dead is even 
the thought about ever hereafter rising. Why need one 
take exact account of those that fell, and why should the sur- 
vivor feol sorrowed on account of adverse hap ? I deem it good 
to bid a loug larewell to misfortunes. With us, the renmant 
of the host of the Argives, the advantage preponderates, the 
suffering counterpoises not : wherefore it is fair for us, flying 
over sea and land, to make our boast to this light of the 
sun. ** The armament of the Greeks, having at length captured 
Troy, have fixed these spoils as a glory to the ancient shrine* 
of the gods throughout Greece." Those that hear such tidings 
must glorify our city and our commanders ; and the favour 
of Jove, which hath brought this to pass, shaU be honoured. 
Thou hast my whole tale. 

Ch. I do not deny that I am overcome by thy tidings ; for 
to the aged there is ever youth enough to learn*. *Tis natural 

1 I am indebted to Sewell's happy version. 

* Conington's reasoning (Klausen's Latin I cannot construe) fails to 
convince me that this passage is correct. 

3 For similar metaphors, cf. Wernsdorf on Himerius, Eel. XIII. § 2, 
Bergler on Alciphron, I. Epist. 1, Jacobs on Achill. Tat. p. 628. 

* I follow Porson's reading, with Blomfield and Dindorf. Conington's 
explanation of dpxaXov is not satisfactory. 

'^ Compare the sentiment of Solon in Plato, Amatores, p. b, B. cum 
SchoL Bulmk. p. 59, Yaler. Max. YIII. 14« extern. 



that those thuiRS most of all coneem the house and Clytfflm; 
tm, and that tjiey at the staas time make mc lich. 

£n/er Ci.tt,«mne8tj{Ai. 
Long since, in truth, I raised the jocund shont thrcrtigli 
delight, when the first mighty messenger of lire arrived, 
telling of the capture and overthrow of liion. — And a 
one chiding me said, " Dost thou, persuaded by Ijeacoa- 
lighfB, think that Troy has now been sacked? Verily it i 
like a woman to be much elated in heart." By words like 
these I was made to seem in error*. Nevertheless I went on 
sacrificing; and, by a woman's edict, one and another, in 
different places throughout tiie city, raised aloud a shout of 
joy. pouring forth a hallowed son g in the dwelling of the gods, 
while they lulled the fragrant Lncense-fed flame. And now 
\vba.t need is there for thee to say more to me ? From the 
king himself I shall hear the whole tale. And I will baste 
to welcome back my revered lord on bis return as well as I pos- 
sibly can : for what day is more delightful for a woman to be- 
hold than this, to throw open the gates to a husband returning' 
from warfore, when a god hath kept him safe ? Bear thou this 
message to my husband, that he come with all speed, desired 
by tliu city. And may he coming find a loyal consort in his 
house, just as he left her, a watch-dog of his home attached to 
him., a Ibe to the ill-disposed, and in all other points alike, not 
having destroyed one single seal in the course of long time. 
I know not delight Dor slanderous report from another rntm 
any more than brass docs of dyeing*. 

[£xit. Cltt^mnestba. 

' Thia ia mrelj more correet than "I wbs bewildered;" although 
TfXa-fTtig mi|{;ht bear that aen^e, but for l^aivAitiiv. Sec Pule]?. 

' Cutiington has carefully digested aod considered the ex plouationa umwllT 
given to thie curioBB comporisan. I think that ehatiilg is the Tirtuo that 
Clytamnestra noold arrogate to beraclf, and that the nlhisioD is to the 
metal in its pure " virgin'* state, before it vas subjected to the process of 
fusing nnil lempering, jjoXeAc, like o-L^tipof, is often used aa a generic 
term, and majr well refer to the metals need in the fomiation of weapona. 
Compare Much Ado about Nothing. 1 V. I : 

If I know more of any man alive, 

Than that, nhich maiden modesty doth 

Let all my eius laak uieny. 
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Heb. Such a boast as this, fraught with truth^, is not 
Unseemly for a high-bom dame to utter. 

Ch. Thus hath she spoken, as beseems' a clear inter- 
preter, to you that learn. . But do thou tell me. Herald ! I 
ask about Menelaus, whether he too returning and preserved 
will come back along with you, a chieftain beloyed by this 
land'. 

Her. I cannot tell pleasant f&lsehoods, that my friends 
can enjoy for any length of time. 

Ch. How then mightest thou, while telling good things, 
tell true*? But *tis full plain that these two things ere 
severed. 

Her. The man is vanished from the Grecian armament, 
himself and vessel : I tell no falsehood. 

Ch. Was it when he was putting to sea from Hion before 
your eyes, or did a tempest, a common bane, tear him away 
rom the host ? 

Her. Thou hast hit the mark like a capital archer, and 
hast expressed in brief a long sorrow. 

Ch. Was a rumour bruited by the rest of the mariners that 
he survived or had perished ? 

Her. No one knows, so as to report clearly except the sun 
that nurtures earth's nature. 

Ch. Why ! How dost thou say that the tempest came upon 
the naval armament, and ended through the wrath of heaven ? 

And Winter's Tale, III. 2 : 

If one jot beyond 

The bound of honour, or in act or will, 
That way inclining, hardened be the hearts 
Of all that hear me, and my near'st of kin 
Cry, Fie ! upon my grave ! 

1 Boyes quotes Plant. Amphit. II. 2, 203 seq : 
Alc. — Mortalis nemo corpus corpore contigit. 

Quo me impudicam facer^t. Sos. — Nbb ista, (edepol) 
Si hsec vera loquitur, examussest optuma. 

2 So the common reading, which requires too much sophistry to defend. 
Read Xoyoic, with BIom£eld and Dindorf (in Notes). 

* i. e., utari tovq <l>i\ovQ KapTr. 

* Can Trwff dijr iiv admit of our translating, *' would that thou 
mightest," etc. ? 

^ TrCjg belongs to kXQelVf to which daifx6v(t)v KOTit) refers. rfXcvr^aat 
fills up the description—** tell us from beginning to end." 
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Her, It is not seemly to sully with a tongue of evil tidings an 
auspicious day. The honour of the gods is distinct'. But when 
a. ineswn^er with doleful coimtenaac* brings to a city Bufieriuga 
of a defeated nrmy to be deprecated, — that one public wound 
baa befallen the state and that many men out of many families 
have been devoted' to the double scourge whieh Mars loves, — 
a doubly-speared calamity, a gory yoke, — well in good truth 
does it befit one that is laden with such sufferings to utter this 
hymn of the Furies; but a glad messenger of saved fortunes 
coming to a city that is exulting in prosperity, — how shall I 
dash good news with ill, while t tell of the tempest that fell 
upon the Greeks, not free from heaven's wrath ? For fire and 
aea, of old most deadly foes, conspired together, and proved 
their faithful plight, destroying the hapless armament of the 
Greeks. And in the night, dire terrors of the waves were 
aroHsed. For Thracian blasts dashed the ships one against the 
other ; and they, violently struck by the beaks of other vessels 
through the whirlwind's rage, along with rain-lashed surge, dis- 
appeared under the whirling steerage of an evil shepherd'. But 
when the brilliant light of the sun arose, we behold the .^gtean 
deep blossoming with the corpses of Grecian men and wrecks 
of vessels. For us, indeed, and our ve^el undamaged in her 
hull, some god stole us away or begged us ofi* seizing our hehn. 
And Saviour Fortune took her seat, managing our vessel, so 
that we neither encountered the swell ol waves at our anchor- 
age, nor dashed on the rocky strand. And having escaped a 
■watery grave, in a white-dawning day, not crediting our for- 
tune, we beguiled in ans-ous thoughts the recent mishap of 
our host worn out, and evilly cmshed in ruin. And now, if 
any of them is still breathing, they talk of ua as perished, — 
why should they not? — we too fancy that they h ' ' 
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hsppv events niiitht not to be distorbeJ by mourn: 


ing. I acJirctly nndar- 
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hat all marlis of sorrow 


were Bbnolutj'lT interdicted at eertain feitivaie, in 
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Segad, in the Rambler. 
' See Peile'8 note, and the discartive, bnt c 







aibns, ; XXIt. 
" Cf. Virg. Ma. 1. 1 15, seq. with De la Cerdn's 
* The common readins i! preferable to Hermann's. Tlie readerl of 
Virgil will not be slow at finding imtamaa of Baob in 
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Bame fate'. But be it as best it may. For Menelaus, therefore, 
expect that he will arrive first and above all ; for if any ray of 
the sun knows that he lives and sees, through the plans of 
Jove that hath not yet willed to utterly destroy the race, there 
is some hope that he will come again to his home. Having 
heard thus much, know that thou hast heard the truth'. 

£Exit Hekaxd. 
Choktts. Who then did name thus truthfully in all points 
—was it one whom we see not, successfully guiding his tongue 
in foreknowledge of destiny? — ^Helen* the bride of the spear 
and the object of strife ? since, fitly (styled) a hell to ships, 
a hell to men, a hell to cities ; did she sail away from her 
dainty woven tapestries* with the breeze of earth-bom 
Zephyr: and many huntsmen, equipped with bucklers, [sailed] 
in the direction of the vanished track of oars, and brought 
their barks to land at the woodliand banks of Simois, because 
of the bloody quarrel. 'Twas Wrath who accomplishes her 
purposes that brought to Ilion a "care*" correctly named, 
avenging at a late season the dishonour of the board, and of 
Jove, guardian of the hearth, punishing them who' loudly 
honoured the marriage song, which then befell the nuptial 
party to sing. But the Priam's ancient city, now taught 
another song, is wailing, I ween, in loud lament calling Paris 
the ill-wedded, having all the time before led a life of many 
laments, because, of the hapless blood of her inhabitants. 
Even thus a man hath reared a lion a pest to his house, unfed 

1 Cf. ^n. I. 219 seq. 

2 The actor who had played Talthybius now retires to dress for the part 
of Agamemnon. See MuUer, Eumenides, p. 102, where the cast of cha- 
racters in the different plays is cleverly given. 

3 On this fatalism in respect to names, see Stanley. I have followed 
the translators in rendering the present quibble, which (as Boyes, p. 17, 
shews) has at least the sanction of ages. He quotes G. Peele's Edward I.: 

Sweet Helen, miracle of nature's hand ; 
Hell in thy name, but heaven is in thy looks. 
Compare Cymbeline, V. 5, sub fin. 

* Read irXarav with Heath, and KcXaavrwv, the old reading. So 
Paley and Conington. 

* This seems the best word to express the double meaning of Kiidod 
meaning either relationship or trouble. 

^ Trdfiirpoad' ^, Hermann's conjecture, is received by the later editors; 
but even then I doubt whether the passage is sound. 
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by milk, yet laving' the teat; at the outset of ita life gentle, 
loved pet of the children, and the delight of the aged; and 
oftentimes was he dandled in their arms like a baby nursling, 
with a face that brightened to £the outstretched] hand, and 
fawning through the cravings of appetite. But advanced in 
age, he displayed the disposition of his parents; for by way 
of making a return tor his nurture, an unbidden, guest 
he hath prepared a banquet fay crunching' slaughters at 
sheep, and the Louse hath been dabbled in gore; a sorrow 
not to be resisted by the domestics, a mighty widely aluying 
pest ; and by the will of God some minister of At4 hath been 
fostered in his house, la like manner 1 should say that there 
arrived in the city of Ihon the spirit of a breathless calm, a 
gentle idol of wealth, darting the tender shaft from her eyes, 
the soul-piercing Sower of love: and couching by his side she 
aoconiplished the fell issue of her marriage, sweeping dow^ 
upon the children of Priam, an evil neighbour, an evil 
associate, an Erinnys, caAise of tears to brides under the 
behest of Xenian Jove. There is among mankind an old Gay- 
iog. uttered in ancient times, that the great happiness oT 
naan at its consummation begets an ofispring, nor childless 
dies; aud that Irom good fortune there sprouts forth for 
posterity insatiate calamity. But 1, apart Irom others, am 
single in my opinion; for the inipious deed afterwards begels* 
many more like to its own race. But the lot of families that 
ore swayed by unbending justice is ever fair in progeny. But 
ancient insolence is wont to engender in the wicked among 
mortals insolence that sprouts aftesh one time or another, 
vphen the doomed hour arrives: fresh Insolence [is wont to 

1 But see SeneU. Conington really degenerateB into aKthetdo mystifi- 

^ I am indebted to SeneU, vrho alone haa seen tlie force of ayamtv 
(Hmnann's reading') ; but tliere ace eonje douhlt about the metrB. 
Maldtn and Conington veti arnaatv. 

' Cf. Shelley's Hellaa : 

Rerenge and wrong bring forth their kind. 
The foul cubs like tbeir parents are. 
See copious illustrations ou the notes of Blomfield on Sept. c. Th. 210 ; 
Tollius on Longiniu, i 43 ; Lobeck UD Suph. Aj. ^17 ; and Ruhnkrn on 
the following elegant passage of Kutilius Lapua, U. 2 : " crudelitalig 
matei eat atsritia et pater furor. Hkc facinori conJDaiM, parit odium : 
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engender] darkness from^ Hg^t, the unconquerable fiend 
unhallowed Daring in> the hsdls of bkck At4*, like to its 
parents. But Justice beams in smoky cottages and honours 
the holy life : and leaving, with averted eyes, ^ded prosperity 
with impurity of hands, she is wont to draw nigh to holiness, 
not hoHouring the power of wealth when falsely stamped with 
praise, and she directs every thing towards the issue. 

[Agamemnon enters, accompanied hy Cassandra, in a 

charioL~\ 
Come, O king! sacker of Troy, oflfepring of Atreus, how 
shall I greet thee, how shall I do thee reverence, so as neither 
to overstep nor to fall short of the due meed of affection?* 
Many among mortals prefer the semblance of good while they 
transgress justice. And to sigh over him that is in adversity 
every one is ready, but the gnawing of sorrow reaches not to 
their heart. And with a* like appearance they unite in the 
joy of others, forcing their unsmiling countenances. But who- 
ever well knows his tlock*. it is not possible that the eyes of a 
man who seems from kindly feeling to fa^Ti in watery friend- 
liness should escape him. Thou too, at that time when fitting 
forth the armament in Helen's cause, (for I will not conceal it 
from thee.) wast [to my eyes] pourtrayed most gracelessly, and 
as ill guiding the helm of thy thoughts in forcing on men 
doomed to die a constrained valour. But now to us who have 
ended, (their toils) the labour seems to have been in good 
will, (as we coDfess) not from light impulse, nor without 
friendly disposition*. And in time, after thorough inquiry, 

* With Sewell I have followed Casauhon's conjecture, <tk6tov, not 
because I am persuaded of its correctness, but because it involves less 
alteration than any other conjectures as yet proposed, none of which seem 
safe. 

* Conington was anticipated in this rendering by the Oxford translator, 
of which he seems unaware. 

3 Perhaps this may somewhat illustrate the difficult passage in v. 365. 
^ i. e., who can discern characters. 

* I have paraphrased, rather than translated, these lines. Klausen*s 
interpretation is rightly condemned by Peile ; but I have some misgivings 
as to whether the words ovk air UKpag tpptvog, ovd' dtpiXug really refer 
to the feelings of the Chorus, and should not rather be said of Agamem- 
non. The connexion of the sense seems to require this. " Before thou 
didst bring this expedition to a close, thou seemedst unwise ; but now, 
seeing you have succeeded, your labour seems to have been one of no light 
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thou wilt know both him of the citizens that hath jxistly, 
and him that hath unduly adiuimstercd the affairtt of the 
city. 

Agam. First of nil it ia right to solute Ai^os and the gods 
of the land that were joint authors of my return, and of the 
redress which I exacted from the city of Priam : for the goils, 
not hearing our plea from the tongue, flung without hesitation. 
into the gory vase their ballots, the destruction of llion fatal 
to men, and o'er the opposite um that was not filled by the 
band Hope hovered. And now, still the city by ita smoke 
ehewB evidently that it has been captured. The storms of At^ 
are alive; and the embers, dying alon.; with the city, send 
forth rich exhalations of wealth. For these things it behoves 
us to repay ever mindfid gratitude to the gods ; since we both 
formed for ourselves' a proud gin of conquest, and in & 
woman's cause the Argive monster hath levelled the city with 
the dust. — the young of the horse, the host equipiied with 
shield, that leaped a furious bound, about flie setting of the 
Pleiades*, and the ravening lion springing over the towel's hath 
lapped hisfiUof princely blood. To the gods have I lengthened 
out this my prelude, hut in regard to thy feehng I remember 
to have heard it; and I say tlie same tilings, and thou hast me 
for thy fellow pleader. For to few men is this congenial, to 
honour without jeahinsy a friend in prosperity; for malignant 
venom having settled upon his heart doubles the pains of the 
man diseased: he is both weighed down by his own sufferings, 
and sighs as he looks upon tiie happiness of another. I will 

Impulse, but of genuine kindnesg." Tlie opposition betneivn olil' ej[ 

tlic pnssage. 

' Poley elegantly reads t^poEo/ifofln (lie common reading will hardlj 
bear tbc BensR n^sipied it); hilt CnningtDn prerere Tyrwhitt'g emendation, 
Xip'^ayoi. I thiult tbe menlion of the Trajan horse, which rat lilersUjr 
B euare, coiifirma the comuion reading, if we admit Paley's correction of 
the verb. Tlie Benae of umpfOTrovs (which 1 read with Heath and Din- 
dorf.l as applied lo the Trojan horse, may ho illustrated from Tryphiodo. 
rUB,321— __ 

Ki)Ji6wv JjripoirXo — 
And Virgil's 

"Ilia sohit, medinqne minana itlobitnr urbi." 
' i. e., Bbout the end of autumo, See Stanley's learned note 
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say so from experience— for weU do I know— that those who 
professed to be kindly in the extreme to me were but the mere 
looking-glass of friendship, shadow of a shade. And Ulysses 
alone, who sailed against his nviH, ence ycfked was to me a 
ready yoke-fellow^. This do I s^, whether I am speaking of 
one that is dead or living: — ^for tiie rest, as conoems the city 
and the gods, we will deliberate having appointed a pubUc 
debate in full assembly; and measures must be taken that 
what is well may remain permanently. And also, whatsoever 
stands in need of healing remedies, either cauterizing it, or 
cutting with kindly intent, we will endeavour to turn aside the 
pain of the disorder. But now, having entered my halls, and 
the mansion of my hearth, I will first of all greet the gods, 
who as they have sent me forth, have brought me back again. 
And may Victory, since she hath attended me, remain firmly 
with me. 

Re-enter Clttjsmnestea. 
Men ! Citizens ! ye elders of Argos present here*, I am not 
ashamed to tell you my fond feelings for my spouse — ^in course 
of time bashfulness dies away in men : not having learned 
fi'om others I will describe my own insupportable life, during 
the whole long time that this [my lord] was beneath the walls 
of Ilion. First of all, it is dreadful evil for a woman to sit de- 
solate in her dwelling without her mate, hearing many adverse 
tidings, how that one messenger has oome, and another is 
bringing news in addition of another evil worse than the 
[former] evil, proclaiming them to the house. And had this 
my husband met with as many wounds as report conveyed 
to his home, he would have been pierced more full [of 
holes] than a net, so to say. And had he died as tales were 
rife, i' faith he might have boasted that he a second Geryon 
had received a mighty threefold vest of earth, above ground, 
for I forsooth speak not of that beneath the earth— dying once 
in each form*. By reason of such cross rumours did others 

^ See Stanley's note. Blomfield quotes, '* You and your coach-fellow 
Nym," — from the Merry Wives of Windsor, II. 2. 

« Compare Othello, I. 3 : 

"Most potent, grave, and reverend signers !*' 

' Paley and Conington (the latter of whom is somewhat ingenious in 
kis note) have followed Blomfield in putting a stop after Xsya>, instead of 
af'er x^ovd^*. This, on the whole, seems the simplest way of treating th* 
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loosen forcibly many noosea from my neck (fastened) froni 
aloft, having seized upon me'. Hence, for tliia reason, tha 
boy Orestes, the warrant of our mutual troth, stands not here 
at my side as he should have done ; nor marvei thou at this ; 
for our kind spear-guest Stropliius the Phocian is rearing 
him, who forewarned me of twofold mischiefs— both thine 
own peril beneath the walls of Troy, and lest perchance 
some public burst of anarchy might overthrow the senate, 
siuee it is inborn in mortals to spurn the rather hini who 
fulls: such excuse, believe me, brings no wile. In me, 
indeed, the gushing fountains of my weeping bare been 
exhausted, not even a drop is left. I bear too marringa 
of mine eyes, late clotwd in slumber, bewailing the lamp 
kept burning for thy sake ever unheeded' : and in my 
dreams I was awakened by the light flitting of the buzzing 
gnat, seeing more sufferings befall thee' than could possibly 
have happened during my time of sleep*. — Now having en- 
dured all these horrors, I will, with b soul not sorrowful, call 
this my husband, a watch- dog of the folds, a saving main- 
stay of the ship, a foundation pillar of the lofty roof, an only 
child to parent, a land that hath appeared to mariners beyond 
their hopes, a day most fair to look upon after tempest, 
gushing riD to a thirsty wayfarer*. And delightful 'tis 

pHBBBge, although I coufesB that Symmons' remark* shew considerabto 
Uete. See Ba;es, p. 21. 

' I understand ijiou with XiXfijintuijc. iwufljv may either he taken 
with IXiiaav, or with iji^c ^fpiJC. which I prefer, aiipplying some ' 
Bs in Virgil's "trabe nectit ab slta," which Coningtoo sptl; compsree. 
PerhapB Epc;i<iTn}c maj be understood, as in Soph. Antig. 1221. We 
may campare the " ad eiitinni atihlimatwi" of ApiiL Met. 1. p. 109, ed. 
Elm. ClytBsnuiestra appears to ha^e contriTed her suicide with the ( 
regurd to her o«n eafety tliat distinguished Mr. Muutalim'a aimilar 
Btlemnt?. 

t with Conington 
cliamber, burning for 
wLUe all others are at reat." ia far more poetical than any referencB 
to the beacon lights. Some umtlar, but not parallel ideas, will be found 
in Fseudo-MusKua, 133 seq. 256 ee<i. 

' " Quando ego non timui grariora pericula veris ?" — Ovid, Heroid. 

I See Peile. 
The following beautifiil paraphrase is given in the Quarterly Keriei 
Faithful— as dog, the lonely shepherd's pride. 
True — a* the helm, the bark's protecting guide. 
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have escaped from all constraint. With such salutations then, 
as these, do I honour him. But be envy fax away ; for many 
are the previous ills we have endured. And now I pray thee 
beloved one, step forth from out this car, not planting on 
the bare ground, my liege, thy foot that trod down fiion. 
Maidens, why do ye delay, on whom hath been imposed the 
charge of strewing the surfEU^ of the way with tapestry? 
Let a purple-strawn path be made forthwith, that Justice may 
usher him into his imlooked-for home^. And for the rest my 
care, not overcome by slumbering, shall by fiivqur of the gods 
order aright what hath been decreed. 

AoAM. Daughter of Leda, guardian of my dwelling, thou 
hast spoken suitably to my absence ; for thou hast eked out 
thy greeting to a great length : but to praise becomingly, this 
honour must come from others. And for the rest, pamper 
me not atter the fashions of women, nor as though I were a 
barbaric monarch, gape-out to me an outcry of earth-prostrate 
[homage] : nor make my path obnoxious to the evil eye by 
strewing it with vestments. With these indeed it is fitting to 
honour the gods : but for one that is a mortal to walk on 
embroidered purple, is for me by no means free from di-ead ; 
I bid thee reverence me as a man, not a god. Without 
carpetings and gay fineries my fame sj)eaks clearly forth; 
and to be free from evil thoughts is God's best gift. But we 
should call him happy that has ended his life in beloved 
prosperity*. And if I shall fare* thus in all things, I shaU be of 
good confidence. 

Clyt. And yet say not thus against my fancy. 

Agam. Rest assured that I will not spoil my resolution. 

Firm — as the shaft that props the towering dome. 
Sweet — as to shipwreck' d seamen land and home. 
Lovely — as child, a parent's sole delight. 
Radiant — as morn that breaks a stormy night, 
Grateful — as streams, that in some deep recess 
With rills unhop'd the panting traveller bless, 
Is he that links with mine his chain of life, 
Names himself lord, and deigns to call me wife. 
^ I prefer taking atXTrrov with dwfia. Clytsemnestra, as in v. 913, 
seems darkly to hint at her deadly purpose. 

2 For this sentiment see Blomfield, and Soph. Trach. init. 
' I am ill satisfied with Conington's defence of the optative with si and 
ciVf and think that Butler and Dindorf have settled the question of reading 
vpdaaoijjiev. Paley appears to give irpdaaoifn an active sense. 
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CiTT. Didst thou pray to the gods, fearing that thou 
would^st act thus in this pqint^ ? 

AoAM. If ever man did, be sure that I hare with perfect 
knowledge uttered this as my final decision. 

Cltt. And what thinkest thou Priam would have done, 
had he achieved this triumph ? 

AoAM. I think in tru^ he would have stalked upon 
embroidery. 

Clyt. Do not now stand in awe of the censure of 
men. 

Agam. Yet sure at all events the voice of popular clamour 
has mighty power. 

Clyt. Aye, but he that is not envied is not worthy of 
admiration. 

Agam. Truly, 'tis not a woman's duty to be fond of contest. 

Clyt Yet surely in the blest even to yield is becoming. 

Agam. And dost thou value the. victory in this strife ? 

Clyt. Yield thee ; give me the victory cheerfully. 

Agam. Well, if thou will have it so, let some one loose 
quickly my sandals, that do service to the treading of my foot, 
lest some envy from the eyes of the gods afar smite me as I 
trample in these sea-grained vestments, for 'tis great shame to 
waste my substance, by spoiling with ray feet my wealth, and 
tissues bought with silver. Thus much for this ; but do thou 
with kindness conduct within this stranger maid : God from 
afar graciously regards him that is mild in victory. For no 
one willingly submits to the yoke of slavery. But she, choice 
flower of many possessions, gift of the army, hath accompanied 
me. Since then I have been reduced to submit to thee in 
this, I will go into the halls of my palace, treading on purple. 

Clyt. There is a sea — and who shall drain it ?— -that breeds 
the drops of abundant purple, worth its weight in silver, con- 
stantly renewed, the dye of vestments. To thy house, king, 
belongs good store of these by the gods' gifts, and thy dwelling 
knows not a want [of them]. I would have vowed the 
trampling of many vestments, had it been enjoined me in the 
prophetic shrines when I was planning ransoms for this life 
of thine. For while the root exists, foliage springs in the 

^ It is better to remove the note of interrogation. See Conington and 
Peile. 
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house extending over them a shade against the dog Sirius; 
and when thou comest to the hearth of thy home, thou showest 
to us a warmth that comes in winter. But when Jupiter is 
making wine from the sour grapes, there is coobiess eTen 
then in the house, when the master of a fiimily reviBits his 
own abode. O Jove, Jove, that crownest all, bring my prayers 
to pass, and be it thy conoem whatsoever thou art about to 
bring to pass. 

Exeunt Cltt^mnestba and Agamemnon, Cassandra hmg 

left with the chorus^, 

Ch. Why o'er me doth this terror steadily hover close 
to my portent-boding heart, and in an unbought imbidden strain 
plays prophet, nor doth well-assured confidence take seat 
upon my heart's dear throne, after rejecting this like dreams 
hard of interpretation? Long is the time since the naval 
armament widi their cables cast firmly into the sandy shore, 
lanffuished away*, when it was speeding to Ilion. — ^And I 
lea^ their retu^ from my eyes, being myself my own witness. 
And yet, notwithstanding this, my soul within me, self-taught, 
is chanting the lament of an Erinnys unaccompanied by the 
lyre, in nought possessing the dear confidence of hope. And 
my bosom tells no idle tale, my heart being whirled in eddies 
by just thoughts that have fulfilment. But I pray that those, 
beyond my hope, may turn out to be false, so as to come to no 
fuLdlment. For verily the limit of abundant health is insa- 



* Probably standing in an attitude of silent grief, as we may suppose 
the captive lole, in Soph. Trach. 323. This eloquent silence was a 
favourite "point" with -^schylus, who is ridiculed for it by Aristophanes, 
Ran. 911 — 13. Much might be done by the actor's silent expression, 
notwithstanding the length of silence imposed by the ensuing dialogue. 
A somewhat similar difficulty is entailed upon the impersonation of 
Christopher Sly, in the ** Taming of the Shrew." 

2 I read ^vv€jipo\aXg yl/afifiiag cLKTag iraprffiijcrEv, with Wellauer ; but I 
cannot conceive whence Conington, and some other translators, have got 
the notion that it was at their departure from Greece, not on their arrival 
at Troy, that the army suffered thus. The stoppages at Aulis, and under 
the walls of Troy, are evidently meant. In other respects, Conington's 
view is confirmed by the tragedians, and by Dion. Chrysost. Or. II. p. 80, 
and Apuleius de Deo Socr. § 1 9. I remember a similar passage in Dictys 
Cretensis, bat have not the book at hand. 
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tiable'. For ealamity presses upon it a close-adjoining neigh- 
bour, and a man'a destiny * * * holding on in a straightfor- 
ward course, is apt to dash upon an unseen reef. And if timidity 
Sing away a part, with a well-measured cast of the sling, in 
defence of ita wealth in possession, the entire fiibric sinks not, 
teeming too full of woe, nor does it nialce the bark to founder. 
Often, in sooth, an ample boon from Jove, and from the 
yearly furrows, quells the pangs of famine. But who can 
recall by charms a man's black death-shed blood, when once 
it has fallen on the ground before [his feet] ? Otherwise Jove 
would not have put an end to the leech' that knew the right 
■way to bring back the departed into safety. And if Fate ordained 
by the gods did not prevent my fate' availing more, my heart, 
having outstripped my tongue, would have poured forth the 
tale ; hot now it moana beneath the gloom, soul grieving, 
and entertaining no farther hope of ever unravelling any thing 
Geasonable, whUe my mind is kindled with inward flame. 
CLTTiEMNBBiitA {re-entering). 
Do thou betake thyself within too — I mean thee, Cas- 
Bandia; since Jove in no wise wrathful hath made tbee to be 
a partaker of the lavera in our house, along with m;iny slaves, 
placed near the altar of the god of property; step forth from 
out this ear, and be not high-minded. For in truth they say, 
that even Alcmena's son once upon a time submitted to be 
sold, and against his wiU to put his hand to the yoke. If 
then the destiny of this condition befall any, great is the 
advantage of having masters of old-established opulence. 
But they who, without having ever expected it, have reaped 
a rich harvest, are both stern in aJl thiugs to then- slaves, and 
go beyond the line. With us you have such things as 
i-egulai-*. 

J Symnions compares Hamlet, IV. 7 ! 

And nothins 19 aC s like goodneaa aljll ; 

For goudness, growing ta a pleurisy, 

Dies in hia own too much. 

» jEscnUpiuB. Cf. Pindar Pyth. III. 98, quoted by Paley, 

■ SjniDiaDs, whom I folloir, takea iidipa to oieEin "the superior & 

the hnnda of heaien," jidipav for the fateful bodinga of the Choms' 

mind (bo Conington). I am not quite satiafled, and conld better under- 

:hsa of the Cbunia. 

Bombuioe, Kambler, No, 
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Ch. To thee she leaves off speaking clear words, and 
now that thou art within the toils of de8ti^y, yield thee, if 
thou canst yield; but perchance thou mayest be unyielding. 

Clyt. But if she be not, like a swallow, endowed with an 
unintelligible barbaric voice, speaking to her mind I am per- 
suading her with my speech. 

Ch. {to Cassandra.) Follow her; she says what is best for 
thee of the things that are at p^resent in thy power; yield 
thee, and leave tibis thy seat in the car. 

Cltt. Nay, I have no time to linger here with her outside 
the door, for the sheep are already standing ready for the 
sacrifice of the fire of the central hearth, inasmuch as we 
never hoped to have this joy; and if thou wilt do aught of 
this my bidding, delay not. But if^ not understanding, thou 
apprehendest not my speech, do thou, instead of voice signify 
it to me Mrith thy barbaric hand. 

[Clyt^mnestba endeavours^ ly waving her hand^ to make 
Cassandba understand that she should go into the palace. 

Ch. The stranger seems to stand in need of a clear inter- 
preter : and her behaviour is as of a wild beast newly taken. 

Clyt. Aye, surely she is raving, and lends an ear to evil 
thoughts, she that hath come here after leaving a city newly 
taken ; and she knows not how to bear the bit, before that she 
foams away her bloody mettle : — in truth 111 not submit to be 
insulted in wasting more [words]. 

[Clyt-emnestra goes in, 

Ch. But I, for I pity thee, will not be angry with thee. 
Come, wretched one. having left this car empty, submitting 
to this thv doom, hansel the voke. 

C\s. WoeM woe! gods! earth! O Apollo! ApoUo! 

Ch. Why say est thou. Woe! for Loxias? — for he is not 
such [a god] as to have a mourner. 

Cas. Woe ! woe ! O gods ! O earth ! Apollo ! Apollo ! 

Ch. She with ill-omened outciy is again invoking the god 
not suited to stand by in wailings. 

12 — " They know they shall have a belly-fuU that live with me. Not like 
people at the other end of the town, we dine at one o'clock," etc, 

^ For examples how* much the rhetorician falls beneath the poet^ com- 
pare Seneca, Agam. III. 2, v. 1. 
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Cab. Apollo ! Apollo ! Aguieus' ! Apollo mice ! for thou 
hast without difficulty destroyed me the second time. 

Cir. She seems to be upon the point of divining, touching 
her own ills. Divination remains even iu. the mind of a 



Cas. Apollo! Apollo! A^ieiis! destroyer mine! 
whither canst thou have brought me? to what kind of 
dwelling ? 

Ch, To that of the Atrcidse: if thou perceivest not this. I 
tell it thee, and thou eholt not pronounce this to be a £ilse- 

Cas. A godless one, then, privy to many murderoun hoirora 
of kin on lun, and halters', a human shambles, and a dripping 

Ch. The Btranger maiden aeems to he keen-scented, like a 
hound, and to be seeking whose hlood she may discover. 

Cas. For I trust to these testimonies here before me ; these 
babes here, hewaUing the butchery, and their roasted flesh 
eaten by their parents. 

Ch. Verily we had heard of thy renown as a prophetesa 
but we seek not for prophcta. 

Cas. Alas ! alas ! O gods, what is it that one is designing ; 
'what is tiiis new great sorrow, a great horror that one is 
designing in this dwelling — past the endurance of fiiends, 
beyond all remedy; but help stjinds for aloof. 

Ck. I am unskilled in these prophetic bodings — but those 
I understand, for the whole city hruita them. 

Cas, Alas! wretched woman ! for thou wilt perjietrate this, 
having made thy lord, the p.wUier of thy bed. sleek with the 
bath : hov shall I tell the issue I for quickly shall this take- 
place ; and 'hand after hand is she stretching forth and 
clutching. 

Ch. Nor yet do I understand thee ; for now I am bewil. 
dered by oracles obscure with their riddling strain. 

Cis. Ha! faugh! faugh! what appears here? Is it som( 
net of Hades ? But its closed snare is the partner of e 

' i. e., my ilestrojer. On the epithet dyuidrijc see Blflmfield, uid 
MitchcU on Ariatapli. Vesp. 875. 

■ Sue Dindorf. The geyndeta, and break in the couEtrnctiDn, well 
eipresB the emotian uf the muiiac proj)hetes«. 
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bed, the accomplice in the murder: and let the unglutted 
quire yell over the race, because of the murder that deseryes 
stoning. 

Ch. What kind of Erinnys is this that thou art summoning 
to sound her trumpet-blast over the house ? thy words oheer 
me not : and to my heart has run the drop of safBron dye, 
which also, in the last hour of man, keeps pace with the rays 
of the setting sun of life. But calamity comes on apace. 

Cas. Ah ! ah ! lo there ! lo there ! keep the bull from the cow; 
having caught him with his black horns in robes by a stratagem, 
«he is smiting him ; and he falls in the brimming laver. I tell 
thee of the fortune of the stealthy-murdering caldron. 

Ch. I cannot boast of being a sharp judge of weird words, 
but I liken these to some misfortune. And from weird words 
what good tidings are sent to mortals ? by means of weird- 
«ong wordy lore brings evil terror [for us} to learn. 

Cas. Alas! alas ! ill-fated hap of miseiable me ! £br I blend 
my own woe [with his], and lament. To what purpose was it 
that thou didst bring me hither? to none whatever, but that 1 
should die with thee ; how not ? 

Ch. Thou art a maniac possessed; and touching thyself 
dost wail a strain unmusical, like a dim nightingale insa-" 
tiate of song, alas ! in her wretched soul bewailing Itys, Itys, 
through her life thick-teeming with woes. 

Cas. Alas for the fate of die clear-voiced nightingale ! for 
the gods invested her with a winged form, and a delightful 
life, free from lamentations ; but me there awaits a cleaving 
blow with a two-edged axe. 

Ch. Whence hast thou ungovernable woes, bursting impe- 
tuously on thee, with wanderings of speech*, and sent by the 
gods ? and whence is it that thou modellest in song thy horrors 
with dismal-omened outcry, and at the same time with shrill- 
sounding lays ? whence dost thou ken the ill-boding bounda- 
ries of the prophetic path ? 

Cas. Alas for the nuptials, the nuptials of Paris, destructive 
to his friends! alas for my native waters of Scamander! 
Then indeed on thy banks I, wretched, throve in my rearing; 
but now beside the Cocytus, and on the banks of Acheron, it 
seems that I must speedily chant my prophecies. 

* Such seems the full meajiing. of fiaraiov^. 
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Ck. What is this but too diBtioct saying thou haat uttered? 
a child might understand it. And I am stricken beneath with 
a murderouB pang, while thou plaintively waileat in thy sad- 
Borrowing lot, wonders for me to hear, 

Cas. AJas for the Bufferings, the sufferings of ray city that 
hath utterly perished ! Alas for the sacrifices of my sire 
in behalf of his towera, slaug^htererfl of many pasturiug 
cattle ! hut no remedy sufficed to prevent its suffering, even 
as it now lies. I too, with soul on fire, shall speedily fling 
mywelf on the ground. 

Ch. These words hast thou uttered in unison with those 
before them. And some evil-thinking god falling upon thee 
heavily, makes thee ehnunt suflerings, lamentable, deadly. 
But for the issue I am at a loss. 

Cas. Nay, but the oracle no longer shall be peering forth 
from a veil' after the manuer of a new-married bride ; but clear 
it seems it will eome, blowing towards the rising of the sun, 
eo that a woe much greater than this will, like a wave, dash up 
against the light. Andno longer will I instruct thee by means 
of enigmas. And do you, coursing with me, bear witness how 
I scent the track of evils wrought of old. For a quire thai 
sings in concert, not sweetly, (for 'tia not of good they sing,) 
never at any time leaves this palace here before us. Aid 
truly, having quaffed human blood, so as to riot more, a revel 
of sister Furies abides in the house, hard to be sent forth : 
and as they sit on the house-top they hymn a hymn', the 

' See Blomfield. Conington'a TerBion is rather incoraistent : 
"Aye, but the oracle no more shall peer 
Out from hia veil, os 'twere a new wed iride : 

No; clesr I see hint rushing" 

' With these Bpleodid perBonifl cations of domestic superstitioa, compu 
Scott's deacfiption of Brian, Lady of the Lake, III. 7. 
" Late had he beard, in pro]>hef a dream, 

LThe fatal hen-hhie's hoding scream ; 
Sounda, too, had come in midnight blast. 
Of charging steeda, carecrirK last 
Along Benharron'a sbingl; aide, 
Where mortal horeemsn ne'er might ride', 
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ancestral curse ; and they in turn loathe the brother's conch, 
deadly to him that trampled on it. Did I miss, or hunt I 
like some archer? or am I a lying, street-door, babbUng 
witch ? Testify to me, after first maHing oath that I accu- 
rately know the ancient iniquities o^ the palace. 

Ch. And how can oath, a pledge honourably pledged*, heal 
^e mischief? But I marvel at thee, that, bred b%ond the 
sea, thou shouldst succeed in speaking to a city of strange 
tongue, just as if thou hadst been present. 

Cas. The prophet Apollo appointed me to this office. 

Ch. What! was he, a god, smitten with a passion for you? 

<yAS. Heretofore I was ashamed to tell this tale*. 

Ch. Aye, for every one that is very prosperous grows 
delicate. 

Cas. But he was an eager suitor, breathing strong love- 
for me. 

Ch. Did you even meet in wedlock ? 

Cas. Having consented, I deceived him. 

Ch. Wast thou already possessed of inspired lore? 

Cas. I was even then predicting all their sufferings to my 
countrymen. 

Ch. How then wast thou imscathed by the wrath of 
Loxias? 

Cas. I used to win no one's credence in any thing, after I 
had committed this trespass. 

Ch. Yet to us at all events thou seemest to utter things 
worthy of belief. 

Cas. Ho! ho! alas! alas! oh miseries! again the dread task 
of true prophecy is racking me, troubling me with the pre- 
ludings of predictions. See ye these infants sitting here on 
the palace, like to the phantoms of dreams ?— children just as 
if they had perished by the hands of their Mends, — ^their 
hands crammed with the meat of their own flesh ; and they 
stand forth holding their bowels along with their entrails, a 
piteous mess, of which their father tasted*. For this, I tell 

^ I prefer following Person and Dindorf, in reading Trrjyfia-TraKjjvioQj 
to giving, with Conington^ a sense to yivvaitog, that it cannot bear. 

3 I transpose these lines with all the modern editors. Klausen does 
not merit consideration. 

* Compare Titus Andronicus, V. 3. 

** Why, there they are both, baked in that pye ; 



1223—1247 AOAltXll'KOIt. ISl 

you, that a craven Hon, wallowing in hia lair, haunting his 
home, ah me! is plotting retribution for him that is returned, 
— my master ; for I must needs bear the yoke of slavery. And 
the commander of the ships, and the overtumer of Ilion. knows 
not what things the tongue of the hateful bitch having uttered, 
and prolonged with iair-seeming- purpose, like At^ lurking in 
secret, will obtain with evil succeafi. Such horrors doth she 
dare; a woman is the murderer of a man'. What hateful 
monster may I rightly call her? an aniphisbeena.ora8eyllathat 
dwells among the rocks, the pest of mariners' vessels, a raving 
dam of Hades, and breathing to her friends a truceless curse'? 
And how she, full of all daring, shouted ov^' him. like as in 
the turn of the fight! Yet she feigns that she rejoices in the 
safety of his return. And 'tis all one if I convince you nought 
of these things; for what matters it? That which will be will 
come. Thou too, present there,, shall pitying pronounce me 
but too tiTie a iirophctesb". 

Ch. The banquet of Thyestes on his children's flesh I 
understand, and I shudder at it; and terror possesses me while 
I hear it truly told, in nothing feigned: but when I hear tha 
rest I lose the track. 

Cab. I say that thou shalt witness the death of Agamen 

Ch. "Wretch! lull thy ill-omened tongue in silence'. 



r 



Whereof thdr mother daintily halh fed, 
Eatiog the flesh thnt she herself hjtli bre 
the ditty of the SiMteh ICya : 

"' Pippetj pew, my mBoimio me slew. 



ir liberibiu pUnos tribag 



When he shall split thy ler; heart ivith sorran ; 
And say, poor Margaret wu u prophetess." 
* This is perhaps Che easiest way of traojilatiug; the full fori« of t'l^ijitov 
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Caa. But the god of healing presides not over this de- 
claration. 

Ch. No« if indeed it is to be; but never may it be! 

Cas. Thou prayest indeed, — ^but murder is their care. 

Ch. By what man is this sad deed* prepared? 

Cas. Verily, thou must have very much overlooked my 
oracles. 

Ch. Like enough, for I understand not the device of the 
accompHsher. 

Cas. And yet verily I know the Grecian language too 
weU*. 

Ch. Yes, and the Pythian oracles, and yet they are hard to 
tmderstand. 

Cas. Ah me! what a fire is that! and it comes upon me! 
Woe ! woe ! Lycsean Apollo, ah me! ah me! this biped lioness, 
that lay down with a wolf in the absence of the generous 
lion, wOl slay me, wretched woman; and as though she were 
compounding poison she will add my price to her wrath'. 
She boasts, wlule she whets the blade for her husband, that 
she will exact his murder as a pimishment for having brought 
me hither. Why then do I retain these mockeries of myself, 
my wands and my prophetic wreaths about my neck ? [She 
tears away her chaplets^ and casts them on the ground /\ — I 
will destroy you before my own doom. Go fall into destruc- 
tion — ^thus will I rid myself of you; enrich some other maiden 
with calamities in my room. Lo, too, Apollo himself stripping 
me of my oracular vesture! and having beheld me even in this 
array, idly laughed to scorn among my friends, by my foes 
with no changing of the scale! I poor, wretched, dj'iiig of 
starvation, bore to be called vagrant, like a begging gipsy. 
And now the prophet, having avenged himself on his prophetess, 
hath brought me to these deadly woes. And, in place of my 
sire's altar, a butcher's block awaits me, cut down, a hot reeking 
victim. Yet, verily, we shall not at all events die unhonoured 
of the gods. For there shall come hereafter another avenger 

^ I still prefer ayoQ, 

^ I follow Paley, and Conington. Sewell and others read BiricrTaffai. 
^ i.e, mingle my death among the ingredients of her fury. 
* I read drriQ with Peile and Conington. 

' fierd is obviously cormpt. Hermann reads /icya, which Conington 
approves. 
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of our cause, a matricidal scion, avenger of his sire. And he, | 
a wandering exile, estranged from thia land, shall return to 
place the coping-Etone upon this curse for hia frieuds ; for a 
mighty oath has been sworn by- the gods', that the prostrate 
corpse of his dead Either shall bring him back. Why truly do 
I wail here by the house, since I first saw the city of Ilion 
faring as it has fared, and they who captured the city come off 
thus according to the judgment of the gods; I will go and do 1 
fmy part.] I will dare to die; and I accost these gates of J 
HadcB, and I make my prayer that I may receive a mortal 
blow, that without a struggle, while my blood in easy death 
flows away, I may close mine eyes'. 

Ch. woman most wretched and most wise, to a great 
length hast thou spoken. But if thou truly knowest thine own 
doom, how is it that thou steppest with good courage to the 
altar, like a heifer led by heaveu? 

Cas. There is no escape, strangers, nothing is to be gained , 
b, time-. 

Ch. Yet the last has the advantage in time. 

Cas. This day has arrived; 'tis Httle I shall gain by flight. 

Ch. Be sure, thou hast stout resolution in thy undaunted 

Cas. Yet to die gloriously is surely a gratification to a 
mortal. 

Cii. No one hears these sentiments from the happy*. 
Cas. Alas, my sire, for thee and for thy noble cEuldren! 
[She staris back, as she appri. 'thes the door.^ 
"What is the matter? what teiior turns thee away? 
Fatigh! faugh! 
Ch. Why criest thou, faugh! unless there be something I 
which thy heai't loaths ? 

Cas. The palace reeks with blood-dripping murder. 

> This line has been righttj' transpoaed by Hermann, who is < 
by all modem ediCorB, and by Dindorf in hia notes. Wa must ol 
rend iltiv with the vulgate. 

' Cf. Soph., Aj., 833, Bqq.i for a BimiUr pmj-er. 

■ We had befit read xpivf B-Xsof with Panw. I cannot agt 
Conington, in conflidering the common reading egnivalent to t 

* All the editors, eicept Cnaington, have rightly fulloired Heath ii 
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Ch. How sayest thou? this is the smell of victims at the 
\iearth. 

Cas. *Tis plainly like a fume from the grave. 

Ch. No Syrian luxiuy art iKbu describing in the house. 

Cas. But I will go to shriek over my own destiny and that 
of Agamemnon also within the palace. Enough of life. Alas, 
strangers ! Yet do I not vainly quail in terror, like a bird at a 
bush^. Do ye bear this testimony to me dying, when a woman 
shall perish for me a woman, and a man shall fall for one that 
was iU-mated. These boons I claim from you as on the point 
of death. 

Ch. Wretched one, I pity thee for thy predicted doom. 

Cas. Yet once more do I wish to utter a speech, or mine 
own dirge*. And (looking upon) his light for the last time, I 
pray the sim, upon my hated murderers, that they may at the 
same time pay the penalty for a slave, that dies an easy victim, 
to my avengers their murderers*. Alas for the condition of 
mortals! them when prosperous a shadow may overturn; but 

^ Medwin refers to Henry the Sixth, 3rd part, V. 6. 
** The bird that hath been limed in a bush. 
With trembling wings misdoubteth every twig." 
^ Sewell's version is truly elegant : 

" Once, once again ; 
One word, one dirge, fain would I speak, my own." 
But I wish •* above myself" did not follow. The redundancy in Ifibv 
t6v avrrJQ here seems disagreeable, and I would read iyuj tov avTrjg. 
The stress is upon the fact that Cassandra, like the fabled swan, sings 
her own dirge. 

' Such is, in substance, Paley's interpretation. Conington (although 
Dindorf has condemned the passage as corrupt) finds no difficulty, 
but follows Peile. Both of them have slurred over the absurd ofiov. 
Klausen's Latin, which people carefully avoid translating, is as follows: 
** Precibus, quibus solem in ultima luce (?) invoco, imprecor (sTrtvxofiai 
standing for two verbs with their datives of a different signification!) 
ultoribus meis ut occisoribus invisis meis idem solvant** (i.e., I invoke 
upon my avengers that they suffer the same at the hands of my slayers!) 
I can only express my conviction that these interpretations may fairly be 
set aside in favour of the following readings : 

toX<tB 'ifioic Tifiaopoigt 
irphq ^(TTarov <j>ioc vXiov Karevxofiai 
kx9po-i)Q (poviVfTL Tovg efioijg rivtiv kfAOV 
iovXrjQ QavovariQ, icrX. 

And, for my avengers, 
I pray this sun's light, hence no more beheld-* 



if they be in ndversity, a moistened sponge blots out the 
picture : and for this I have far greater pity than for that. 
[Ca.bsandra enters thepalace.'\ 

CHORtrs. To be thriving indeed, is by nature a g'utlegs 
thing to allmorlnlB; and none will banish and keep it from 
their dwelling that all point out', saying these words. "Enter 
here no more." And to this our sovereign (he blessed gods 
have granted to capture the city of Priam; and he returns to 
his home honoured by heaven. Yet if now he is to pay the 
price of the bloodshed of his ptedeeeesors. and dying for the 
dead accomplish to the lull the vengeance* due for the deaths 
of others, who among mortals that hears this tale would not 
pray to be bom with an innocuous genius'? 

AoAMEMNON {within.) Woe's me! I'm stricken a mortal 
blow witliin! 

Ch. I, Hush! who is it that cries out "a blow," mortally 
womided ? 



My foes may to tbeir sUyerB pay the prica 
Of me, Ihe lijiag sl»ve, poor, e»sj iktim. 

il\lov ia due to Jacobs, and ia approved by Dindorf, Ix^poi^.-Tobz 
l/iois ia 'Wcllnner'a conjectare, u ajs-n l/xea For tl/iDii. For Ae transpo- 
■ition of the tialf lines, 1 am myself ansnergble, si well as for raTiixotiat 
m lien of tirioxopai. Compare Choeph. 88, rUg ico7-€(1£w)iqi Tarpl] 
139, KanlixDiiai dot. Earn. 922. ^r' lyiu Earfuxoffi . fEo^pocni 
^axhpbv oXtou rriXsc, which last pu&age ie slmoit conclonve; Cbe umH 
Twb occara, but in a aomewliat dilFerenC sense, also in Sept. c. Th. 6;i3, 
tmd almva, va. 1250. In further aupport of the geniHye in thla aimpla 
form cf. Snph.,Aj. 856, ai I', ^ ^jiaiwiis '/tl'ipai .. niXoc. ^sch.. Prom, 
91, csi rbv Tovdirrifv nvrXov qXlov Ka\ui. Orpb., Hymn. VII. 1. 
dcTTpuv o{>paviii/v Updv ekXag itevpoK-aXovtiaiM 

' Although Coninnton defends latr vkoStitruVt I should prefer follow- 
ing all the other editors in reading ^aeruXofmriu with Cassubon. "' 
dorf 'a note ia brief, but important. For tbeajntai in .a. 1334, cf. 
0. Th. 434, xpuTDie ^i •fiiaFii ypdjiiianiv, wpiiaia irnXif. 

' Omit ayav, or read afTimnpaivti with Bamberger, 
and Conint^ton, 

' On llie presiding power allotted to earb roan at birth, cf. Plato, 
Phmlon, i 130» Wytt. p. SyS; A. Lasm. Rep. X. p. 521. D. 
PlataniCB, Plntinna 111. 4; Proclus on AScib. Pr. p. 71, 
CreuiEf, Olympiodor. in euiid. p. 20, Bqi). ; also Cebes, Tab. . 
Salmoa. Compare, for furthfr illiistrations, Lindenhrjge'a learned notfs 
•in CenaorinuB, 5 3. But fortune may be meant, 1 i»n never auffidenllj- 
lecommeud the comparison of Plato with the tragcdiana. 
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AoAM. Woe*8 me, again! struck with a second blow. 

Ch. 2. To me it seems, from the ay of the king, that the 
deed hath been done^. 

Ch. 3. But let us in some w^y or other concert unfailing 
measures. 

Ch. 4. I tell you what is my resolve, to summon the 
townsmen hither to the palace for a rescue. 

Ch. 5. But to me it seems best that we should, as quick as 
possible, burst in and detect the deed by the fresh-dripping 
sword. 

Ch. 6. And I agreeing in such an opinion, vote that we do 
something — and high time it is that we dally not. 

Ch. 7. We may see that plainly; for they are preluding, 
as though displaying signs of a tyranny over the city. 

Ch. 8. Aye, for we are tardy* : but they, trampling to the 
ground the reputation of delay, are not slumbering in hand. 

Ch. 9. I know not what plan I have to tell you<— 'tis the 
doer*s part also to take coimsel. 

Ch. 10. I too am in the same state, since I am unable to 
raise the dead again by my words. 

Ch. 11. What! shall we prolong our lives thus submitting 
to these rulers that disgrace the house ? 

Ch. 12. Nay, 'tis beyond endurance; to die is better; for 
'tis a milder doom than tyranny. 

Ch. 13. Shall we augur as though the king has perished, 
on proofs drawn from outcries? 

Ch. 14. We ought to speak of these things, having clear 
knowledge ; for to guess is distinct from clearly knowing. 

Ch. 15. I am inclined on all accounts to recommend that 
we clearly learn how Atrides fares'. 

^ On the disposition of the chorus, and the allotting of aU these stupid 
Tcrses, see Muller, Eumenides, p. 55, sqq., and the notes of the commen- 
tators. 

^ If we render xpoviKofiiVt **we are sloto/* it will convey a pleasing 
criticism as well as an undoubted truth ! at least, no reader of poetry will 
challenge the assertion. 

3 How ^schylus came to perpetrate this absurd scene, cannot easily 
be conceived. I think the fact that such stuff was written to employ the 
chorus during an interval of such excitement, is almost sufficient to prove 
that the histrionic abilities of these supernumeraries were as little to be 
taxed, as those of modern diorus singers. MuUer, however, Eumenides, 
1. 2, p. 48. sq., is eloquent on their behalf. 



Enter Clyt^msestba, 

Hiough many things have bees before spokeii as suited the 
occasion, I ahall not blush to speak the contrary. For how 
else could one, while proiiding enmity for enemies, construct 
fur those that seem friends dense snares of mischief, a height 
too great to overleap? and this struggle * ■ - ■ 

came not on me without having been long since meditated, 
though certainly late. And I stand where I struck him, — 
the deed is done and over^ ; I did it too in such a way — and 
this I will not deny — that he could neither escape nor ward off 
his doom. I stake around an endless net. as if for fishes, the 
deathly treasure of a vesture. And I smite him twice, and 
with two groaas he dropped his limbs, and on him fallen I 
add a third blow, a votive offering to him beneath the earth. 
Hades, the guardian of the dead. Thus he gulps away* hia 
own soul as he Mis ; and guttling forth the sharp gush of the 
ehedded blood, he smites with black drops of gory dew me 
that rejoiced no lees than the Bown [land] does in Jove's rich 
gifl? during the travails of the ear. Since then 'tis thus, oh 
elders of Ai^s present here, rejoice ye, if ye can rejoice, for 
I glory in the deed. And were it possible becomingly* to 
make fibation over the corpse, this would be justly done — full 
justly, sure, he who hath filled up a cup of so many accursed 
ills in his home, should drain it o ' ' 

Ch. We marvel at thy tongue, how bold thy language ia, 
thou that dost boast in such words over thy husband. 

Clyt. Ye are trying me like a senseless woman; but I si 
witli heart undaunted to you that know, — and 'tis all o> 

> "Clxl:»mneatra," observes SjiDOIOiis, "Bdvancea od the stage Si 
in resolution, yet fall of horror at tho deed slie had been cominilting, 
pattlj eoliloqaizing, parti; addressing the chorus. This line is a soli- 
Juquy. broken, intermpled, with long intervening; panaes, and should not 
be printed as it it were in tlia plain coiitinnity of narrative." 

' opfiaivii, 1 take with Coiiington to signify "the pliysiral ti 
Attending a vloleot death, the catching of bretith, and the gurgling of 
blood." The notion is well eipresKd by Apuleius. M». I. p. 108, 
"trnm ille impetn leU pneaecabi gula, vocem, iioma sCridorem in 
per vuinua effunderet, et spiritum rebnlliret." 

* Conington and Psley, rightly aioiding the bad taste of Klaosen, have ' 
admitted Porsun's splendid emendation ItoaSoTif; so also Dindorf in hii ' 

* I read irpi>rsvrw£, with BlDmBsld. 
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whether thou wilt praise or censure, — this is Agamemnon, my 
husband, and a corpse — the deed of this right hand of mine, a 
righteous agent. Thus this thing stands. 

Ch. What horrid poison nounshed by the earth, woman! 
or drink coming from the flowing* sea, hast thou tasted, that 
thou laid on tiiyself this sacriiGice and public curse*? Thou 
hast cast him off, thou hast cut him off; and an outlaw shalt 
thou be, a fearful abhorrence to thy countr3rmen. 

Cltt. Now indeed thou adjudgest me to endure banishment 
from the city, and the abhorrence of the citissens, and public 
execrations,— thou that didst formerly bring nothing against 
this man, who, making no account of her &te, as it were of 
a brute, while sheep abounded in fleecy folds, immolated his 
own daughter, the dearest to me of my child-birth pangs, as 
a charm for the Thracian blasts. ShoukLst thou not have 
banished that person out of this land, in retribution for his foul 
deeds? but now that thou hearest of my deeds, thou art a 
stem judge. But this I tell thee — Menace me i^ knowing 
that I am prepared on equal terms, — ^that when thou hast 
got the victory with thy hand, thou mayest rule me' ; — ^but 
if God bring the conti-ary to pass, thou shalt, though late, be 
taught to know discretion. 

Ch. Thou art lofty in spirit, and proud things hast thou 
uttered : thy soul is raving as under a blood-dripping fate*, an 
unavenged blood-clot is conspicuous on thy brow. Yet must 
thou hereafter, bereft of thy friends, atone for stroke by 
stroke*. 

Cltt. And thou shalt hear this plea of mine oath : By 
the perfect vengeance of my daughter, by At^, and Erinnys, to 
whom I sacrificed this man, I expect not to tread the hall of 
Terror, so long as -^gisthus burns fire on my heartii, well- 
disposed to me as heretofore : for he is to me no small shield 
of confidence. He lies, the marrer of this woman, the minion 

^ Eamen, 452, pvrcitg rropoic* 

^ i.e.y hast made thyself a victim to public abhorrence. See Conington. 
' I put a comma after 6fioi(ov, following Paley and Conington in their 
interpretation. 

* So Sewell: "As 'neath a deadly star, dripping with blood." This 
seems far more spirited than taking rv^^ for the death of Agamemnon. 

* Compare Measure for Measure, V. 1. 

An Angelo for a Claudio death for death. 



1«5— 1471 xakVEiiyos. IM 

of the Chryseids under Hion : and slie here, his captive and 
soothsayer, and partner of his bed, his fuittiful love, the w^ird 
prophetess and sharer with him of the benohea of the ships, 
But these twain have not done deeds without a reward. For 
he indeed [lies] thus ; and Ehc too, liia love, having lilte a swaa 
warbled her bst dying wail, to me she hath brought a 
nuptial dainty disli' for ray enjoyment. 

Seu. Alas ! what doom, not of sharp extreme anguish, nor 
keeping to the couch, may come with speed, bringiug upon us 
the endless sleep that is for ever, now that my most gracious 
guardian has been .smitten down, and after having suffered 
much in a woman's cause ? by a woman's hand too he lost 
his life. 

Ch'. 'Woe! O frenzied Ileleo, who alone didst work the 
destruction of the many, the very many hvea beneath Troy, 

Sem. Now too, thou hast perfectly accomplished by an 
inexpiable murder the memorable strife-begotteu strife which 
formerly existed in the house, a bane to its master*. 

CiTT. Do not, afflicted for these things, pray for the doom 
of death, nor divert thine indignation upon Helen, as though 
she, the man-destroyer, as though she singly, having brought 
to an end the lives of many men, had wrought a most incurable 

Sbm. O diemon, that fallest on this dwelling, and the 
double line of Tantalus, and through women esertest a 
prowess matching mine*, that gnaws my heart. And stand- 



1 



■ See Conin 


gtoD, who haa settled tb 


s ex[>ta]iatioii 




tisfactorr 












= In the di 


i<jion of the following i 
opiilar system, sunetioDe 


"by DiSf 1 


choni 


, I ha™ 


foUowtd the 


hia n. 


WB, who 


however anppo 


sea the eiiswnpe of somi 








.ThhtrVn 


ladon ia BtrioilT apcordi 


readit. 


g (rrtain. 


kg li alp-), a. «pl.dned by Lin-ood, 


*. tiravSilt.v. 


Heur 








and takaa rtXt 


av Unvei"- ai 


equiTslenE to 


irijvfliOiB iu(fT» TtXciav 


lyai. I howev 


rprrf 


r readidB 


djrive,»u, wi 


h CaEaubon. U «B do 


oc retain liA. we mu 


t consider 


nlfi' (SriTTTOV 




TTOX. <iK>]v9iTU 






that, as far aa 


I remembef. has not oc. 


rred Co any of the com 


neniaiora. 



B probably right in conaidering Ipil/iarDi as formed i 
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ing •yer the corpse in defiance of what is right, like an 
odious raven in my eyes, she exults to hymn her hymn. * * 

Cltt. Now hast thou corrected the judgment of thy mouth 
in naming the thrice-great daemon of this race : for through 
him is the lust for lapping blood fostered in its vitals : before 
that the old sorrow comes to an end there is fresh blood- 
shed. 

Sem. Verily thou praisest the mighty dsemon of this house- 
hold, dreadful in his wrath. Alas ! alas for the horrible 
praise of calamity ever greedy I Woe ! woe ! 'tis by the 
will of Jove, cause of all, doer of all : for what is accomplished 
among mortals without Jove ? what of these things is not 
decreed by heaven ? 

Ch. Woe ! woe ! My king ! my king ! How shall I mourn 
thee? what shall I utter from my affectionate soul? But 
thou liest in this web of the spider, breathing forth thy life 
by an impious death. 

Sem. Ah me ! for this slave-like couch; smitten down 
by a death from a treacherous hand, with a two-edged 
weapon. 

Clyt. Thou vauntest that the deed was mine. But reckon 
not that I am the spouse of Agamemnon. No ! but the 
ancient ruthless evil genius of Atreus, cruel banqueter, 
likened to the wife of this dead man, hath visited him with 
his vengeance, having paid a full-grown victim for in£omts. 

Sem. That thou art guiltless of this murder, who will 
testiiy ? How ? how ? yet the evil genius of his fathers might 
abet thee. And the wretched battle-god is hurried violently 
onward in torrents of kindred blood ; making his way where 
he must give course to the clotted gore of children slain for 
food^ 

Ch. Woe ! woe ! My king ! my king ! how shall 1 mourn 
thee ? What shall I utter from my affectionate soul ? But 
thou liest in this web of the spider breathing forth thy life by 
an impious death. 

Sem. Ah me ! for this slave-like couch ! thou wast smitten 
down by death from a treacherous hand, with a two-edged 
weapon. 

Clyt. I do not think that a slave-like death has befallen 

^ I have closely followed Couington, who^ however^ gives up the pas- 
sage. So do I. 
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him'; for did not he bring insidous AtS to his dwelling? 
But as he wrought upon my scion that was raised from 
hint, Iphi^enia, child much lamented, things worthy such 
deserta' he hath suffered ; let him not proudly vaunt himself 
ia Hades, having atoned by the death of tJic sword for deeds 
he first wrought. 

Sbm. Bereft of counsel I am bewildered in well -concerted 
anxious thought as to which way I may betake myself, now 
the house is sinking ; and I dread the dashing of the gaty 
shower thb^t saps the dwelling, ajid it no longer falls in drops. 
And destiny for another deed of ill is whetting vengeance oa 
other whetstones. 

Ch. Woe ! Oh earth, earth ! would that thou hadst re- 
ceived me before I had beheld this [my king] stretched on 
lowly floor of the silver-Bided bath. Who snail bury him? 
who shall lament him ? Wilt thou dare to do this, after 
having murdered thine own husfcand — to pour the loud wail 
over his life, wrongfully to perform a graceless grace in 
atonement for thy bold deeds* ? 

Seu. And who, pronouncing with tears Hie Mineral, 
panegyric* over the godhke mau, shall wail in sincerity of 

Cltt. It concerns not thee to speak of this care ; by our 
Lands he fell, he met his fate, aad we will inter him, not with 
waitings from his dwelling, * * * hut his daughter Iphigenia, 
as is propel', having met her father lovingly at the swift- 
flowing stream of woes, shall fling her arms around and kiss 

Sem. This reproach comes in return for reproach ; and 
difficult it is to decide— one spoils the spoiler, and the slayer 
makes full atonement. And there abides, so long as Jove 
abideth, [the rule] that the doer in time shall suffer. For 'tis 
the statute'. Who can expel from the house the brood of 
curses ? the race is wedded to calamity. 

Clyt. He lighted' on this oracle agreeably to truth. And I, 



< Seidler and Dindorf would omit these two lints. 

' See Dindutf. 

» Cf. Choeph. 42. 

' Heed with la. VosainB and Dindorf, iirtrv/i^iov aJvov. 

' ffinimons righlly plaoei a full atop after Bin/iuiv yap. 

' ~ " iter, Peile, and Conington read hii^nz, rijslidj. 
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therefore, am willing to plight oaths with the deemoii of the 
Fleisthenidse, to acquiesce in these things, aD hard tojsndiire 
though they he; and for him, henceforth, quitting this 
dweUing, to wear out another race bj kindred murders. And 
a small portion of wealth is amply sufficient for me to possess, 
if I have put away the phrenzy of mutual murder from the 
halls. 

Enter ^gisthus. 
O kindly light of the day that brings retribution. Now I 
would pronounce that gods, the punishers of mortals from on 
high, look down upon l£e abominations of earth, beholding this 
man here lying, as is delightful to me, in the woven robes of the 
Furies, piying the penalty of the devices of his father's hand. 
For Atreus, the ruler of this land, his ^Either, being a rival 
about the power, that I may speak clearly, banished from his 
city and his house Thyestes my &ther, his own brother. And 
wretched Thyestes, having come again a suppliant at the 
hearth, found a secure lot, so that he i^ould not dying stain his 
paternal soil with his blood. But Atreus, the godless £ither 
of this man, with more zeal than love, pretending cheerfully to 
hold a day of banqueting by way of welcome to my father, 
served him a banquet of his children's flesh. The parts about 
the feet indeed, and the comb-like tips of the fingers, seated 
apart, he broke from those above* . And, having immediately in 
ignorance taken that part of the flesh which could not be 
distinguished, he eats a food, as thou seest, destructive to the 
race. And then, having discovered the imholy deed, he 
screamed, and falls back from the butchery vomiting: and 
on the descendants of Pelops he imprecates ai^ intolerable 
doom, rightfully devoted to a curse the insult of the board', 

^ So Peile, with Conington's approbation. I have no doubt that the 
whole passage is corrupt. 

* Conington, after Peile, (and apparently, Sewell,) has laboured to 
shew that XaKTifffia duTrvov means that Thyestes spumed the banquet 
with his feet. Although I grant that this clever scholar has shown much 
taste in his note, still I cannot suppose that TiOtig apf would have then 
been used. The words can only mean "putting under a curse the 
trampling of the board." Linwood prefers joining riOsis Xaicner/ia = 
\aKTi}^u}v, Iq support of the proverbial sense I have preferred, compare 
v. 384, XaKTiaavTi fisyav dUa^ /3w/i6v. Choeph. 641, ro fi^ OkfiiQ yap 
ov Xa| irkdov Trarovfitvov, Eum. 540, /i>}^£ viv KipSo^ iSutv aOkt^ 
vooi \dl aTicryc, Lycophron (quoted by Schutz), 13 7« Xd^ag rpa 



BO perish the whole race of Plcisthones ! In consequence of 
tbese things you. may see this man fallen: and I am the 
righteous contriver of his slttughter, for he drives into esile 
me, the thirteenth child, along with my wretched aire, being 
a little one in swaddling- clothee. But Justice brought me 
back agaia when I had grown up. And I have reached this 
man though I was at a distance, having put together every 
contrivance for the sad conapiracj. Thus it is indeed glorious 
for me even to fall after I have seen him witbiu the toils of 
Justice. 

Ch. ^gisthusl I honour not insolence amidst gmlt. And 
dost thou say, that thou didst wilfully slay this man, and that 
thou alone didst plot this piteous murder? I declare that thy 
head shall not escape, be sure of it, curses of stouing, hurled 
by the populace. 

,^ora. Dost thou say these things sitting at the lower oar, 
while those upon the middle bench' of the vessel bear sway? 
Thou shalt know, old as thou art. how bitter it is for a mi 
thy years to be schooled, when discretion is prescribed 
But bondage and the pangs of starvation are the best physi- 
cians of the mind to school even old age. Having eyes seest 
thou not this? Kick not against the pricks, lest tLou, 
stumbling, suffer. 

Ch. Woman! didst thou, guardian of the house of this 
man just arrived Irom battle', having at the same time defiled 
bis bed, resolve on the destruction of this warrior-chief here ? 

^Gis. These words too are the first parents of m 
Thou hast a tongue quite opposite to that of Orpheus ; for he, 
indeed, led all things along for joy of his voice, whereas thou 
having angered us by thy silly yelpings', shalt be draped 
away : but when overpowered thou wilt show thyself more tame.- 

Ch. As if thou forsooth shouldst be sovereign of the 
Argives, thou, that when thou hadst resolved on his destruo- 
tioc, daredat not to do this deed by a stroke of thine own hand ' ! 



io Dindorf, with Stanley. Conington defenda the common reading, 
Dindoif spprovea of jBcoba' conJEctare v?jTrii]((; for i/iria>c, 
nnts of Lilly Macteth, u 2, to htr busband, 
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h£oi8. Aye ! fbr to plot was plamly a woman's part; and 
1, an ancient foe, was a suspicious object. HowcTer, by 
means of this man*s wealth, I will try to rule the citizens; 
and the over-fed colt that is unruly, and draws not as I direct, 
I will yoke in heaw harness^ ; but £unine, that dwells with 
hated darkness, shall see him softened. 

Ch. O why didst not thou thyself with thy dastard heait 
slay this man here ? but his wife, a pollution of her country 
and her country's gods, killed him. Does then Orestes any- 
where behold the light, so that, returning hither under the 
guidance of gracious Fortune, he may become the mastering 
dayer of these twain? 

J^Qis, Well, since thou art determined to act thus and use 
this language, Uiou shalt know quickly 

Ch. Come on, comrades dear, this business is not &r off. 

Mqib. **♦♦*♦♦ 

Ch. Come on, let each man have his drawn sword in 
readiness. 

^ois. I'&ith I refuse not to die with hand on hilt. 

Ch. Thou talkest of dying to those who welcome the omen, 
and let us take our fortune. 

Clyt. By no means, dearest of men, let us perpetrate any 
fui'ther ills. But to reap even these is in many respects a 
wretched harvest. And enough of misery assuredly is ours ; 
let us not at all stain ourselves with blood. Repair, old men, 
forthwith to your appointed* homes, before you suffer by your 
deeds : we must take these things and be contented with them 
since we did them ; and if any one has a share of troubles, 
we at all events shall have enough of these, miserably smitten 
by the dsemon in his fell wrath. Such is a woman's advice, 
if any one condescends to heed it. 

jEgis. But that these men should thus blossom forth a fool- 
ish tongue in my presence, and blurt forth such expressions, 
tempting their fate, and miss sobriety of judgment, and 
l^insult] the ruler ***** 

* Blorofield supplies Z^vyXaig from ^sv^to, 

' I have borrowed the old translation of this passage^ having little 
desire to re-translate the corruptions of the original. I have, however, 
used Hermann's emendation, rrplv TraOeXv ip^avTag* alpeiv XP^"^* ^^^ 
fjLaOCv for iraOElv, Conington's rrkvoiro for ykvoiro is ingenious, but 
the whole passage seems desperate. 
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Ch. This never can be the conduct of Argives, to &wn on 
the base. 

^Gis. Yet on some future day I will pursue thee yet. 

Ch. Not so, if a divine power shall guide Orestes to come 
hither. 

JEgis. I know that exiles feed themselves on hopes. 

Ch. Do thy pleasure ! batten ! while thou pollutest justice ; 
since it is permitted thee. 

^ois. Rest assured that thou shalt make me a requital 
for this folly. 

Ch. Brag boldly like the cock beside his partlet. 

Cltt. Make not thou any accoimt of these vain yelpings ; 
I and thou mastering this house, will order things aright 
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Orbstvs, retarnmg from Phocis, recognizes hn sister offering libations 
■t the tomb of Agamemnon, and with bin* concerts a plan for rerenging 
their Other's death. Enconnged bj the ill-omened dream of CI jtsemnestra, 
be resolves to enter the palace with his companion Pylades, and having 
deceived Clytemnsestra with a pretended account of bis death, be wreaks 
vengeance upon her and iBgisthns. The play conclnJes with bis horror at 
the deed, and determination to go to Delphi to receive purification. 
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Orkstxs. 
Electra. 
Clyt^mnestra. 
^Egisthus. 



A Nurse. 
A Domestic. 

Chorus of Captive Trojan 
Women. 



Orestes. Meecuey of the shades ! presiding over the 
power delegated from the sire*, be thou a saviour and ally to 
me beseeching it ; for I am come into this land, and I return 
from exile*. And over this mound of his sepulchre too I call 
upon my father to listen, to give ear*. ****** 

«*******Q ringlet cherished in honour of 

^ Aristophanes, Ran. 1141, makes Euripides quibble at the meaning of 
varpda KpaTTj, which might mean Agamemnon's realm, 
ironp ovv rbv 'Ep/x^v, wg 6 7rarj)p airwXtTO 
avTov (Siaidjg Ik yvvaiKHag x^poff 
dSXoig XaOpaioig, ravr kTroirT%vHv ttprj ; 
' On this Euripides observes, 

dig TavTov rffiXv iiinv 6 aotpbg AtV^uXof. 
But ^schylus defends this on the grounds — 
^(vyiiiv avrip riKU rs Kal KUTspx^rai, 
' Bacchus, ibid., gives this facetious reason : 
Tt9vTjK6(Tiv ydp iXeytVi & lAoxBrjpk trd, 
dig oifSk rpig Xiyovreg i^iKvovfitOa, 
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Inachus' and this, the second. expreeMve of my sorrow. * * 
««•#«•#•«««#• WhaCiaitdiat 
I see? what U this eoncoiirse of women [cominp] hither 
conspicuous in sahle weeds ? To what calamity Bhafl 1 refer 
it ? Is it that a new death' hath hajipened in the palace ? 
or am I right in puessing that these maidens are conveying 
lihations to my father — a propitiation for the departed'? It 
ia nothing else ; for I think I see my Biater Electra advancing, 
distinguished hy grievous sorrow. Jupiter ! grant me to 
avenge the fate of my father, and be thou a willing ally to 
roe ! Pylades, stand we apart, that I may clearly learn what 
means this suppliant procession of women. 

Ch. I am come forth from the palace, sent as an escort to 
the drink-offering with the noise of sharp clap])ing of hands. 
Marked ia my cheek with bloody gashes, the furrow newly 
cut by my nail; for ever is my heart fed on wailings; 
and the rendings of tissues ruimng the vesture, make a 
noise through my sorrows, the breast-protecting robes being 
torn through smilelesa woes. For a thrilling, hair-stiffening 
panic, the dream-prophet of the house, breathing wrath in 
the midst of sliunbers, echoed an outcry full fearfully at dead 
of night from the inmost apartments, falling heavy on the 
chambers of the women. Interpreters too of these dreams, 
bound to veracity, declared on the part of the gods, that those 
beneath the earth are complaining fuUangerly and are wroth 
against their murderers. Such au unkind kindness devising 
as anaverter of ills, OEarth, mother! does the godless woman 
send me. But I dread to utter thia word : for what atone- 
ment is there for blood that has fallen on the ground? 
Alas for the all unhappy hearth ! Alas for the ruin of the 
dwelling ! A gloom uncheered by the sun, abhorred of 

' Perbapi wb may supply dipu il, -with Erfurdt. The custom of con. 
secratiQK the hair to a deity, or to tlit river goda (for Titers ate spoken of 
as personified), is learoedly illiutrated by Stanley and Blomfield. Cf, 
Cenaorinni do die nat. § I. "Quidam Miam pro oietera bona oorpori* 
TaletudioB crlnem deo saernm pascebant," where Lindenbroge's noto 
deBervea conmlling. Pauaao. VIII, 41, o! ^lyaXiuv jrailiQ iiroaipoy. 
Tai rv TroTafiiji rnf aofias. For B probable BupplEment of this pacug^ 
tux Dind. 

3 DLndnrf, in his notes, however, reads jrflpa, calamity. 

= The amive /ifiXiypainv is vainly defended. Sea Blomlield. 
_ I.1 
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mortals, hides the house through the death of the master. 
And majesty, which was in the olden time unconquered, 
invincible, unassailed, making its way through the ears and 
the mind of the people, is now banished. And somebody^ is 
terrified. But to be prosperous — ^this is both a god and more 
than a god among mortals. And the swift turn of Justice 
yisits some in daylight, and some lingering burst forth with 
violence in the interval of darkness, and some impracticable 
night possesses^ Because of the blood that hath been drunk 
by the fostering earth, gore that cries for vengeance, is fast 
clotted so as never to be washed away. A piercing bitter 
curse destroys' the author of the all-sufficing malady. But 
[as] there is no remedy for maidenhood* to its violater, [so j 
all the streams, moving in one course, £ow in vain* to purify 
murder of the foul hand. But' 'tis my lot, for the gods have 
visited me with the hardship of a captured city ; for they 
brought me to a slave's estate afar from the house of my 
fathers, to acquiesce in the things that seem fit to the lords 
over my life, just or unjust, [Qie deeds] of mastering the 
loathing of my soul, those who are violently borne along*. 

* t. e. " sunt qui metuant." Paley, 

* I have followed Dindorfs text literally. Peile's explanation hovers 
Btfangely between allegory and grammar. Dindorf himself would read, 
partly from the conjecture of Sophianus^ rovg . , , . /3pu£i xpoi^^Kovr dxrji 
throwing out fisvu and uKparos with Schutz. Paley, with much elegance, 
Tovg .... /ilvet %po)/t^oi/d' aavxa. I myself am all uncertainty, and have 
made the version purposely literal, in preference to filling up the meaning 
with bracketed glosses. 

^ See Stanley. /3pv€tv after voffov has been thrown out by Hermann 
and Dindorf, I think, wrongly. See Peile and Paley. 

* Cf. Sept. c. Th. 454, TrwXiicaiv kSwXitov, There is something similar in 
Suppl. 227, TTwff d' av ya/jiCJv aKovaav aKOvrog irdpa (?) dyvbg ykvoir dv ; 

* In the absence of better suggestions, I follow Heath's emendation. 
The sentiment has been so copiously illustrated, especially from Shake- 
spere, that I will only quote Tasso, Gems. Lib. XVIII. 8, — 

Che sei de la caligine del mondo, 

E de la carne tu di modo asperso ; 

Che '1 Nilo, o '1 Gange, 6 V Ocean profondo 

Non ti potrebbe far candido, e terso. 

* This passage is very unsatisfactory, on account of the double hyper- 
baton {avdyKav yap and Ik yap oiKwi/), and the words TrpsTrovT dpxalg 
^iov, I have followed Peile in rendering the passage, but, with Paley, 
I must confess my doubts as to the possibility of giving a reasonable trans* 
lation of the words as they now stand. 
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But I weep beneath my robes at the hapless fortunes of lay 
masters, cliilled with secret sorrows. 

Electrs,. Ye captive maids, ye gamishers of the palace, 
since ye are present as my asaociates in this suppliant 
procession, be my counsellors in this matter ; when I pour 
these funereal drink-offerings en the toinb. how shall I say 
what is well-])leaBing ? how am I to make my prayer to my 
fether ? Shall I say that I bring them &om a dear wiie to a 
dear husband ? from my mother, forsooth'! I dare not say it ; 
and I know not what to say, as I pour this tlnck libation oa 
the tomb of my father. Or shall I say this saying, as ie the 
custom of mortals, that he would recompense those <vho send 
these ehaplets and this gift with a [gift] worthy their 
misdeeds' or, in silence, ingloriously, even as my father 
perished, am I, pouring this out, a draught drunk by the earth, 
to move backwards*, liJie one who casts forth offscourings, as I 
fling from, me the vessel, with eyes never looking back ? In 
this deliberation of mine, my friends, do ye be sharers, for we 
hold a common object of abhorrence in the house. Hide not 
your feelings within your heart, through fear of any one. 
For Destiny awaits alike the free man, and hira that is 
mastered by the hand of another. Tell me if thou knowest 
aught better than this? 

Cli. Heverencing the tomb of thy sire as though an altar, I 
will speak, for thou biddest me. the sentiment of my soul. 

El. Speak, even as thou sayest thou reverencest' the tomb 
of my fether. 

Ck. Invoke, as thou pourest the offering, holy things upoiL 
the wellwishera. 

Ei.. And who are these friends whom I am to speak of? 

Ch. First thyself, and whosoever abhors j^gisthus. 

Ei.. Shall 1 then offer this prayer both for myself and fbr 

Ch. Do thou thyself, already informed on these points, take 
counsel. 

' These words are epokea indignaatlv. afkr a slight pause, u Butler I 
obiierveB. 

' I follow Paley, supplying Soatv witli irrailar, from dynloi 

' See DiQdorf. 

* Sucb is tbe force DT^fiiru, See Palt^j, 
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El. Whom else then shall I further add to this present 
company ? 

Ch. Be mindful of Orestes, albeit he is abroad. 

El. Well, and in no slight degree hast thou instructed 
me in this. 

Ch. Now to the guilty, mindful of the murder — 

El. What am I to say ? teach me imskilful, pointing out 
the way. 

Ch. That there might come to them some divinity, or some 
one of mortals. 

E^. Meanest thou a judge, or an avenger ? 

Ch. Say thou simply, one that shall slay in turn. 

El. And are these things such as may religiously be&ll me 
from the gods ? 

Ch. How not, to requite an enemy with evils? 

El. Mercury of the realms below * * * * after summoning 
the divinities beneath the earth to give ear to my prayers, 
those that watch over the house of my fathers, and Earth her- 
self, that brings forth all things, and, after rearing them, 
again receives their produce ; and I pouring forth these lustral 
waters do say, calling on my sire : mortals^, have pity on me, 
aaid on the dear Orestes, so that we may restore' him to the 
palace. For now, sold as it were by* her that bare us, we are 
outcasts, and for a husband she hath taken in exchange 
uiEgisthus, who was accomplice in thy murder. And I, indeed, 
am as a slave, and from thy substance Orestes is an outcast, 
while they in mighty haughtiness are wantoning in the fruits 
of thy labours. But I make my prayer to thee that Orestes 
may come hither with some success, and do thou, my sire, 
give ear to me, and to myself vouchsafe that I may be by far 
more chaste than my mother, and more pious in' hand. For 
us [I offer! these prayers ; but to the adversaries I pray that 
thou woulast appear, my sire, as an avenger, and that those 
who killed may through justice die in turn. These things I 

^ t. e. to Agamemnon. See Paley. 

' I have followed Peile, (and except that they take avd^ofisv closely 
with 'Opkanjv) Dindorf and Paley. Klausen rightly exploded the notion 
of Avd^ofitv being from dvatrau). It is from dvdyu). 

' I strongly suspect that Trwff is a repetition from the preceding line, 
and that we ought to read Trerrpanevoi yap vvv kukCj^ dXioiitOa. 
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interpose in my good prayer, uttering for them this evil im- 
precation. And be thou a ee&der of tiie blessings we implore 
to us in this upper world, with the favour of the gods, and of 
earth, and of triumphant justice. And afler such prayers aa 
llieae I pour forth these drink-offerings; and 'tis meet that 
you peal forth the dirge of the dead, should make it t«em 
vitb shrieks. [Electba goes to the tomb. 

Chobub. Shed ye the pattenng death teai' for the dead 
eoTtreign, now that drink-offerings have been poured out 
upon this defence against both evil and good by way of 
averting* unprayed-for pollution. And do fiiou, O give ear, 
give ear, O master, from thy darkling spirit. Woe ! woe .' 
woe ! woe I alas ! what stout Scythiau spearman is deliverer of 
the house, and Mars that in the contlii^t brandishes with his 
hands the curved darts, and wields hilted weapons in close 
' combat ? 

El, [returtiing to the Chorus.'\ My father now has the 
earth-drunk libatjons'i and do ye shore with me in a ue^ 
discourse. 

Ch, Tell it: hut my heart is throbbing with terror. 

El. I see here a shorn ringlet* of hair on the sepulchre, 

Ch. From what man or deup-bosomed maid? 

El. This is an obvious matter for any one to form a 
opinion upon. 

Ch. How then may I, aged, learn from thee, my junior? 

Ei,. There is no one who could have cut it olf except 1 

Ch. No — for they are enemies to whom it naturally \ 
belongs to mourn by offerings of hair. 

1 I fellow Paley'a version. If the metre wiU permit it, Cand it will, if 
WE follow BlomGeld's arrangemiiut.) I should prefer resdm£ oKojiivif 
twice. B repetition elegant in Kuch a passage. 

• This whole iEterpretation is, in aulStanoe, Peilc'a. Perhaps fpo^a 
tacSiv tiiviiv T may be s^d of the tooib of Agameinnnn. inasmuch as it 
was fraught with bleaainga for Orestea and Eleetra, but with curses for 
Clytsmneetra. Cf. vss. Ill, 12, 113, 117, 119—21, which seem to 
confirm the suppoailion. I do not, howeier, advance this as a certainty. 

3 The line whicli follows, c^puf niyivri tuv avui ri nai kAtoi, should 
probably be placed before v. 124, as Hermann has shown, 
field and Dindorf, 

' On this D fofvupioic, see Aristot. Poet. ^ xvi. Compare Blomfield' 
note, and Schlegel, iJecI. li. 
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El. And certainly this is of a very similar hue to behold. 

Ch. To what tresses ? for this I £un would know. 

El. It is exceedingly like in appearance to my own. 

Ch. Is this then a clandestine offering from Orestes? 

El. It does very much resemble his ringlets. 

Ch. And how did he venture to come hither? 

El. He sent this shorn ringlet as a pleasing offering to his 
father. 

Ch. No less is this which thou tellest me a subject for tears, 
if he is never to touch this land with his foot. 

El. O'er me too there hath come a heart's surge of bitter- 
ness ; and I was smitten as with a piercing shaft. And from 
my eyes there are falling the unrestrained thirsting drops of a 
sad winter's flood, as I behold this lock: for how can I suppose 
that any other of the citizens owns this hair ? And of a sui^ety 
she that murdered him did not cut it off-^my mother I mean, • 
who has a godless spirit towards her children by no means in 
accordance with her name. Yet how can I openly yield assent 
to this conclusion, that this is an offering of honour from 
Orestes, of all mortals to me most dear? But I am fawned upon 
by hope. Alas ! would to heaven that it had an intelUgent voice, 
like a messenger, that I might not be agitated by distracted 
thoughts* ; but it were clear for me either to spurn this lock 
of hair when clearly recognized, if indeed it had been severed 
from the head of a foe, or that, if it claim kin to me, it might 
be able to bewail with me an ornament to this tomb and an 
honour to my father*. But we invoke the gods, who know in 
what tempests, like vessels, we are tossed to and fro ; and if 
it is our destiny to attain safety, a great stock might be pro- 
duced from a tiny seed. And in very truth here are tracks 
too, a second sign, like to feet, and bearing a resemblance to 
my own. For there are also here two prints of footsteps, 
both of himself and of some fellow-traveller. The heels and 
the impress of the tendons being measured, coincide exactly 
with my footsteps. But pains (as of a woman in travail) 
and prostration of mind is upon me. 

* ^i0povric. Cf. Apul. Met. ix, p. 189, " miroque mentis salo et co- 
gitationum dissensione, misellus in diversas sententias carpebatur, ao 
distrahebatur.'' Q. Curtius III., 6, ** diu animo in diversa ▼ersato.'' 

* On the accusative see Blomfield. 
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Obestes, coining fonoard^. 

Pray thou, uttering to the gods prayers tliat shall bring 
their accomplishment, that what remains may turn out well. 

El. But what have I now attained as respectB the favour 
of the gods ? 

Ob. You have come to the sight of those whom for a long 
time yoii used to pray to see. 

El. And on whom of mortals is it that thou knowest me to 
hare called ? 

Oh. I know that thou hast full oft had sad longings for 
Orestes, 

El. And what, then, do I attain the object of my prayers? . 

Or. I am he : search not for B.aj one more aear to thee than 

El. But, stranger, art thou not weaving some trick around 

Oe, Truly then I am framing Bchcmes against myself. 

El, But thou fain wouldat scoff at my calamities? 

Ob. Ay, and at ray own also, if indeed at thine. 

El. As beiag Orestes, am I then addressing thee with 
these words? 

Ok. Nay, now, when thou seest me in person, thou hardly 
knowest me, but when thou didst see your brother's shorn 
ringlet of mourning hair which corresponded with thine own 
head, and wast tracing thy footsteps in the track of my feet, 
thou wast all of a flutter, and didst fancy thou sawest me. 
Consider the ringlet of my hair, after placing it on the part 
whence I clipped it; and behold this web, the work of thy 
hand, and the strokes of the shuttle, and on it the delineation 
of wild beasts'. Be yourself, and be not over-amazed in soul 
through joy, for I know that the dearest relatii'es are bitter 



' i. e. to the SffiiXri, which represented the tomb of Agnni 
(GeaelU apud Mailer, Eumenidea, p. 25(;), and also Ihe platform on 
whieh it «ns raised, and on which the chonia were stainiing. Mnller, 
Hid. p. 249, aqq. I 

^ See Peile. I do not, however, agree with him in snppoaing that lif I 
^i'con be used adverbially, like iv U. I should prefer readiog tv Si w'"' 
Pauw nnd Blomlield, or perhapa In (I. 

^ See Peile and Blomlield. 



154 THE CHOEPFORt. 235—274 

El. O best-beloved care of thy father's house, thou deplored 
hope of a preserving seed, trusting in thy prowess, thou shalt 
recover the house of thy father. O delightful eye that enjoyest 
four shares [in my a£Eections]^: and needful it is that I diould 
both address thee as a fEiQier, and the endearment of a 
mother devolves on thee, — (but she is moist justly detested) — 
and of a sister that was barbarously sacrificed : but thou art 
my fjEuthfiil brother, bringing dignity to me. Only may both 
Strength and Justice, with the third, the greatest of all, 
Jupiter, favour me.! 

Ob. O Jupiter, Jupiter! be thou a spectator of these things; 
and look upon the orphan brood of an eagle sire, that perished 
in the folds and coils of a dread serpent. On them bereft is 
hungry famine pressing, for [the brood] is not of fail age to 
bring their father's prey to the nest And so thou mayest 
behold both me and this maiden — ^I mean Electra — a progeny 
bereft of their father, both enduring the same banishment from 
their home. And, wert thou to abandon to destruction these, 
the o£&pring of a father that did thee sacrifice and honoiured 
thee greatly, whence wouldst thou have the honour of the 
solemn festival from a like hand? Neither, wert thou to 
abandon to destruction the eagle's young, wouldst thou here- 
after be able to send tokens well believed by mortals. Nor 
will this royal stock, if entirely withered, do thine altars 
service on days when oxen are sacrificed. Take care [of it], 
and raise from its low estate a mighty house, that now seems 
to have fallen very low. 

Ch. O children, saviours of your paternal hearth, keep 
silence, that none may hear you, my children, and, in pleasure 
for the tongue, report all to the rulers: — whom may I, some 
time or other, see dead amid the pitchy smoke of the flame ! 

Ob. The oracle of Loxias, great in its might, will not fail 
me, bidding me pass thi-ough this peril, and loudly cheering 
me on, and muttering out tempestuous curses beneath my 
fevered breast, should I not pursue the murderers of my father, 
directing me, maddened like a bull, to slay them in their turn 

* "Aflfectionem ait suam naturalem in quatuor partes divisam, nempe 
erga patrem, matrem, sororem Iphigeniam, et fratrem Orestem, in unum 
jam collatam fuisse Orestem, quippe cum pater et soror mortal essent, 
mater exosa.'' Stanley. 
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with & penalty not paid in tnoacy' ; and he declared that j^if I 
fulled to' do so] I should make this atonement in my soul, 
enduring many comfortleHa ills, for the soothing remedies 
for malignant evila [which arise] to mortiils from the earth, 
these he declared should to us be maladies' — leprosies that 
assail the flesh with fierce fiing^, and entirely eat away its 
original nature; and that white hairs should sprout forth in 
this malady. And he spoke of tny seeing clearly, as I guide 
my brow in the dark, other assaults of the Furies, produced 
by the blood of my father. For the darkling shaft of those 
beneath the earth, that comes from suppliants who have fiUlen 
by a kindred hand and phreuzy, and gromidless terror by 
night, torments, harasses, and chases from the city the body 
that has been mangled by the brazen-forged actwrge. And of 
such [he declares! that it is the doom neither to have any 
share of the festal bowl, nor of tlie Hquor used in libations, aiid 
that a father's unseen wrath excludes him from altars, and 
that no one will receive nor dwell with him'; hut that 
unhonoured and ahhorred of all, he should at length die, 
horribly wasted away', by a doom of utter destruction. ~ 
oracles such as these must I not give credence? Nay, if I did 
not give credence to them, the deed must be done; for many 
cravings coincide in one — both ihe commands of the god, and 
my great sorrow for my father, and the lack of substance 
moreover presses me — that my fellow- citizens, most highly 

' t. «. by tbdr own death, Aroxp. tij/i. baa been taken to 
Io9a of pro]ierty sustained by OreKles (sue Litinood), whence 
jectured yaupDu/iivovc. Faley properl; denies the correctnt 
Gigoificatioo, but refers the words Eo Orestes' anfTering death, if he failed 
to avenge bis tatber. I hate ventured to remove the comma after Xiyiai', 
connecting Ano'x. i^fi. with the uotioD of punishment that hbb to befall 
Clytsmiiestra and ^^gisthus. Taiipociiuvov I would take by itself, = 

' We are, for once, indebted to Scholefield, who is however wrong i 
limidng the meaning of fua^povmi', to diaeoiee, aa tlie anger of the Enn 
D;a and of the dead ia cleurl; meant. 1 nevertheless incline to Palej'l 
tiew. See hie note. 

• I follow Poraon"* interpretation. See Diudorf. 

* Literally, "pickled." The word ia properly used of embnlminj 
Hod the commentators considered the shriveiied state produced by tl 
HL-tion of aalt upon tbe embalmed body, we might have been epared son 
absurd explanationB of this jiasiage. 
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renowned of men, they that overthrew Troy with gallant spirit, 
may not thus live in subjection to two women :— for womanish 
is his mind ; or if not, it shall full soon be known^. 

Ch. But, O ye mighty destinies, vouchsafe ye, by the will 
of Jove, that it may end in the way which Justice takes. *' In 
return for a hostile speech be a hostile speech paid back*' — 
cries Justice aloud as she exacts the debt, — "and in return for 
a murderous blow let him suffer a murderous blow.** Does 
KUST suffer; thus saith a thrice-antique saw. 

Ob. Father, unhappy father, by saying or by doing what, 
could I, with a favouring breeze, waft from a&x to thee, where 
thy couch [of death] holds thee, a light equal to darkness'? 
But neverthele88^ a glorious dirge for tiie patriarchs of Atreus* 
line, at all events, is deemed a grateful offering. 

Ch. My child, the consuming jaws of fire queU not the 
spirit of ihe dead, but afterwards he shows his wrath. But 
the dead is bewailed with a funeral moan, and he that wronged 
him is discovered. A righteous grief for &thers and for 
parents, stirred up on all sides, investigates the whole. 

Ex.. Give ear now, O my father, in turn, to my griefs of 
many tears. The lament of thy two children over thy tomb 
bewails thee. And thy sepulchre hath received us who are 
alike suppliants and outcasts. What of these things is well? 
and what is without ills? Is not ours an invincible calamity? 

Ch. Yet, hereafter, out of this, God, if he be willing, may 
grant us sounds more jocund; and, instead of wailings o'er the 
tomb, a hymn of triiunph in the royal halls may usher our 
newly-arrived* friend. 

Or. Oh ! would that beneath the walls of Ilion, smitten with 

* The passive use of ilffirai is sanctioned by Erfurdt and Dindorf. 

* So Paley, t. e, ** Although I cannot raise up the light of day in thy 
gloomy tomb, yet will I honour thee with duteous sorrows." <Pdog ho- 
fioipov (TKOTtfi may be compared with Soph. Electr. 87, y^c iVojuoijo' oi)p, 
and more appositely with Diog. Laert. xix, 26, quoted by Paley, cVo/totpa 
elvai 6v Ttp KotTfKp ^S»Q Kai (jkotoq. See also Peile, who however reads 
avTifioipov with Erfurdt. 

' See Boyes, and compare Hamlet, i. 2, — 

foul deeds will rise, 

Though all the earth overwhelm them, to men's eyes. 

* Literally *•' newly mixed," Le. "newly joined to us." Person on 
Med. 138, compares Herodot. IV. 152, ^iXiai trvveKpriOriaav, and YII. 
151. 
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the spear by some of the Lycians, thou hadst been slain, my' 
fether! Having bequeathed renown to thy house, after 
establishing for the ways of thy children [through life] 
dition worthy of notice, thou wouldat have o< 
Bepulchre with a lotty mound in a land beyond the 
manner that tliy family might endure. 

Ch. Dear to those dear to thee who there gloriously fell, a 
prince of august majesty, dietin^uiahed boneaUi the earth, and 
a minister to the mightiest rulers in the shades below: for 
thou wast a king so long aa thou waat ahve, among' those that 
fill their destined lot with [deeds of] hands, and the sceptre 
that wins the obedience of mortals'. 

El. Nor [would I that you], having fallen beneath the 
walb of Troy, my father, along with the other* host, victims 
of the war, should have been buried beside Scaraauder's 
stream': but would that his slayers had thus been beaten 
down previously, so that one, unscathed by these horrors, 
might have learned their fatal catastrophe. 

Ch. ThesG things of which thou speakest, my child, are 
more precious than gold, and aurpassing e'en Hyperborean 
happiness, for thou art in anguish". But [enough], for the 
clang of this double scourge conies upon me : the protectors of 
these [^children] are already heU'Cath the earth; but the hands 
of the odious pair that rule are polluted; on their children too 
it hath fallen heavier'. 

El. This pierced right through my cars, like a dart', i 

' As "king of kings." See Paley. 

» TUia is ratlier a boid zeugma. Jelf, Gk. Gr, 5 895, Obi. I. n 
matlis, "in (lopi/ioii Xh^oc x't""" '^'I'^f-avTiav ie implied tb« gsBeral I 
DOtinn of jittvemitig — thia implies the notion of wielding the sceptre, i 
whicb sense it ii carried on and applied to ^acrpov." 

• Correct SXXwv to oAX^, withStanley. 

* The prayer ahonld eiidently be conCinned. After reading Feile'i 
long digreEsion, I am onlf the won: aaCisAed that Abresch, Dindorf, a ' 
Puley rightly read r*edpeai. With tbe following words 1 bate done i 
best, but Ihey are both corrupt and mutilated. 

' Muller would read nb livaaai yap. Diudnrf, Ivvaaai yap. I prefer 
iSiiiif o^, with Leohmann, Peile, Paley, = " pra dalare." 

1 vis. rb jcaEav, >ay« Paley. I should prefer understanding Sv(i2d£ 
partly implied in xipiQ d&x ^■""i- 'Xhe oviiSae wonld ariu from Agk> I 
memnon being as yet unrevenged. 

I Compare H*mlet, iii. 3,— 
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'Jupiter, Jupiter, thou thiit sendest up At^, the late avenger 
on the hardy hand of mortals that dares all deeds* ; neverthe- 
less, retribution shall come upon parents. 

Ch. Would that it were mine to chant a welcome to the 
bittei* outcry of a man when he is smitten, and of a dying 
woman! for why am I to conceal how unoeaaingly there 
hovers [before] my mind, and before my &oe there sitr violent 
passion of heart, wrathfbl loathing? 

Ob. And would that at length, some day or other, Jupiter, 
who makes us both, to flourish^ would put to his hand, alas! 
alas! cleaving their heads. May security be&U this realm! I 
ask for justice from the unrighteous. And do ye give ear 
that are had in honour by those beneath the earth*. 

Ch. But it is a law, that drops of gore shed upon the ground 
call for other bloodshed in addition, for murder cries aloud to 
Erinnys*, who brings on from those that perished before, 
another woe upon woe. 

£l. Whither, whither have the princedoms of the dead 
[fled]? Behold, ye potent curses of the departed, behold the 
relics of the Atreidse in straits, and dishonoured in their 
dwellings. Whither should one betake one's self, O Jupiter ! 

Ch. Again hath my heart throbbed while I listened to this 
lament of thine ; and sometimes I am in despondency, and my 
vitals are overcast with gloom at thy speech, as I listen to it; 

QpEEN. — O speak to me no more : 
These words like daggers enter in mine ears ; 
No more, sweet Hamlet. 
See Boyes, p. 19. 

* Paley rightly marks an aposiopesis. 

' See Paley 's ingenious note. What ''a torch-lit shout" is (see Peile) 
I cannot tell. 
^ Porson's emendation fJTai is disputed by Paley^ who retains aijrat. 

* More elegantly, " all-flourishing." 

' The common reading will not bear this, nor any other construction. 
Hermann reads rd x^oviiav riTijvd (** ye queens of the shades !"), quot- 
ing Hesychius, rirrivai : PaffiXiSsQ, TiTrivrf : 17 fiaffiXiffaa, rirak, ivri' 
fiog, ^ dwdtTTTiQ' ol dk PatriXe^g. I have little doubt that this emen- 
dation is right, and that Demeter and Cora are meant. On the associa- 
tion of these goddesses with the Erinnys, see the interesting remarks of 
Muller, Eumen. § 81 and 86, especially p. 202. 

* Read Xoiybc 'Epivifv, Paley's explanation of the common reading 
seems rather forced* 
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nnd again in turn, having confidence in support, sorro"« 
departs, so that things seem weL to me*. 

Oh. And what should weal! chance to be"? la it poeaibl* 
to wheedle tlie wrongs which we endure from those that gave 
us birth'? But some things cannot be soothed; for, hke a 
ravening wolf, my mind is from my mother implacable*. 

El. She struck a martial strain; then, after the manner of 
a Cissian heroine', with a shower of blows wandering many 
ways might you see the outstretchinga of her hand, dealt 
wifliont intermission, from above, from alar; and with the 
stroke my buffeted, and all-wretched head resounds. Woe's 
me! woe'a me! wretched all-daring mother, with wret^iied 
obsequies thon hadst the heart to inter a monarch without the 
attendance of his subjects, a hero unbewailed, without iQOuru- 

Or. Every word that thou upeakest is to our shame. Ah 
me ! surely then she shaU e.tpiate her degradation of my father, 
as far as the divinities are concerned, and aa far aa depends 
upon mv hands; then may I perish, after having bereaved her 
Lofhfc!] 

El. Furthermore too — that thou mayest know this — he 
was mangled', and as she dealt with him , thus she bariea him,' 

' As to tratalaling this passage, it is out of the question. Dindorf hia 
adopted the reading of Turnrhua, condemned it in his note, hut given ns 
110 liiTther inronnaKon. Pdle and Klnasen have haxarded conjecCarM, 
but that ii aU. I shaU follow Palej, and Bay nothing. 

' This is, of conrsB, nonsense ; but I cannot admire DindorPi taste bl 
admitting Bathe's ^iJirif for irni/rij. Read with Paley, ri ff iv tiriv, 
j-ff rii)[oi(i(i', " vihal fluntld we rig/itty toy I" 

' Aller DiudorTs carelrss panctuatioa. 

* I have followed the enggestlnn. of Linwood, », T. aeavTaz. H« 
renders it, " 'tis of no use to sootlie me, for, like a ferocious wolf (inhe- 
riting the fury of Its race), I derive from toy mother an Imptacabie 
spirit." 

' But Herreann'a splendid emendntion (ijXi/iiTTpiO!; (Hesjch. Bpijvq- 
rpinr) mnst lie followed. See Paley '» deter note. 

' CompsTB Hamlet, iv. 3, — 

his ohsocre fonertit, 

Ho trophy, sword, nor hatchmmc o'er big honi 
No noble rite, nor formaJ ostentation. 
See the eiqulaite description of the funeral of Pompey in I.ucan, VII 



1 



1 See Blomiield, MnUer, Eomen. p. 155, note B, and p. '231, where 
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eftger to consummate for him a doom that should be an 
intolerable burthen to thy life. Thou hearest thy father's 
shameful sufferings. 

Ob. Thou speakest of my &,ther*s doom. 

El. Ay, and I was thrust forth, dishonoured, nothing 
worth ; and barred out firom the innermost apartment, like a 
too mischievous cur. I gave vent to tear-drops more readily 
than laughter, blithe if I might conceal my tearful woe. 
Listening to such things grave them within iky bosom, and 
make my tale pass through thine ears with the leisure step of 
thine understanding. For of these matters some are thus, and 
others seek thou diyself eagerly to learn. But it becomes 
thee to enter the lists with unflinching spirit. 

Ob. To thee do I make my appeal, lend thine aid, O &ther, 
to thy friends. 

El. And I lamented with tears well shed join in the cry. 

Ch. This* entire company too echoes the prayer: Oh come 
into the light and give ear: and be thou present against thy 
foes. 

Ob. Let Mars encounter Mars, Dic^ Dic^*. 

El. O gods, give a righteous decision. 

Ch. a shuddering creeps over me as I listen to your prayers. 
That which is foredoomed abides from the olden time, and to 
those that pray for it, it may come. Alas ! struggle of kindred, 
and bloody discordant stroke of At^! Alas for the sad 
intolerable woes ! Alas for the sore hard to stanch ! There 
is in the house a styptic remedy* for these things, and that not 
from others from abroad, but from themselves, in that I pursue 

remarks : " at Agamemnon's burial no Arrive citizen^ but only the train 
of Trojan female slaves was allowed to follow: .... the funeral mourning 
was conducted by them in the Asiatic style, and in their presence the 
expiatory right of cutting off the extremities from the corpse was per- 
formed by Clytsemnestra, whilst, Electra, the rightful conductress of the 
funeral procession, was scandalously debarred and excluded from the pri- 
vilege." The last translator utterly mistook the sense, supposing the 
common mutilation to be meant, as in the case of Deiphobus and Priam. 
Cf. Ausonius Epitaph. Her. 13 and 23. 
* Dindorf reads lid', 
^ Peile well compares the words of Meg Merrilies, 

Whence Bertram's might and Bertram's right 
Shall meet on EUengowan's height. 
- ' Read axog for Uds with SSchutz and Dindorf. 
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the quarrel of blood shedding'; this is the song of tLu powi 
bcneiith tli<: earth. 

Bui oh, ye immortal powers "below, give ear to these orisonB 
of ours, and graciously send to the children aid unto victoiy. 

Oh. Father, thou that didst die in no king-like manner, 
Touchsafe to me entreating', the mastery over thy house. 

El. I too, father, stand in the like need of thine aid, that T 
may escape after having brought a. signal [doom] upon 
.ffigisthua. 

Ob. For thus should the banquets that are established 
among mortals be dedicated to thee: but if not, at the funeral 
feasts' thou wilt be unhonoured by savoury burut-offerings 
from the eailh. 

El. I too, from my entire substance, will bring to thee mv 
nuptial offerings from file paternal dwelling; for beyond all 
things I will reverence this thy ttimb. 

Oh. earth, send up my father to overlook the conflict. 

El. Proserpine, vouclisaie to us also victory of beauteous 
aspect. J 

Or. Remember the bath in which thou wast bereaved of ■ 
life, my father. 

El. Remember too how strangely they enclosed thee ii 
net*. 

Oa. Thou wast ensnared in fetters not wrought of bra 
my father. 

El. Ay, and infolds of vestments foully planned. 

Ok, Art thou not roused by these reproaches, father? 

El. Dost thou not then rear erect thy dearest head? 

Ob. Either despatch justice, an ally to thy friends, or grant 1 
[foes] to receive in recompenae like injuries, if indeed after ,1 
having been mastered thou wishest to triumph in thy t 

Et. And give ear, my father, to this final cry of m 
thee. Beholding thy young ones here sitting on thy sepul- ^ 

' This appears to be Che sense, taking the words according to tlunr 
forensic usage. See Mailer, Eum. | 4li, p. 124, »qq. 

' But aiToiiuvo^ it proiafalf correct, See Pejle and Polej, 
3 Dindorf rightly prefers ffiTTHpoim, with Caaler, and so Dobree 
PsIej. On these fcasta of the dead, See the leameii notes of Stanley ._ 
lilouilield. They formed ■ part of the iustral rites. See Lomeier de Vet. 
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' But i/c icuicia-av is the preferable reading = how they hanielled. 
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chre, .take pity upon thy female, and likewise on thy male 
offspring; and do not utterly blot out this seed of the Pelo- 
pidse. For thus thou art not dead; not even though thou 
didst die, for children are to the deceased reputation preserv- 
ing; and like corks they buoy up the net, upholding the 
twist of the flaxen cord firom the deep. Give ear! 'tis on thy 
behalf that laments such as these are poured forth, and thou 
thyself art saved by honouring this our petition. 

Ch*. And in truth ye have lengthened out this your petition 
blamelessly, an honour to the tomb and to his unwept fate : 
for the rest, since thou hast been aroused in spirit to achieve 
it, do it forthwith, trying thy chance. 

Ob. It shall be so ; but it is not out of my way to inquire 
how it comes that she sent drink-offerings, in consequence of 
«rhat it is that she "payB too late attention to an irreparable 
wrong? To the dead too, unconscious of it, a sorry offering 
was sent. I cannot guess the import of these gifts, but they 
are too small for the trespass. For though one were to make 
every libation in atonement for a single murder, the labour 
would be in vain: so runs the sayinff. But iif thou knowest 
this, tell it to me wishing [to hear itj. 

Ch. I know it, my child, for I was by; for having been 
agitated by dreams and restless terrors of the night, the god 
less woman sent these drink-offerings. 

Or. Did ye also hear the dream, so as to teU it correctly ? 

Ch. She &ncied, as she herself says, that she gave birth to 
a serpent. 

Or. And what is the end and issue of the tale' ? 

Ch. that the new-bom monster was Ijmig* in swad- 
dling-clothes like an infant, in want of food^, and she in her 
dream gave it her breast. 

Or. And how was the dug wounded not by the abomi- 
nation? 



^ Dindorf' 8 text and notes are, as nsual^ at variance. I follow the 
latter, reading kreivdrriv, and assigning these words to the Chorus. 
^ For Kapavovrai compare Othello, I. 3. 

The Tery head and front of my offending 
Hath this extent, no more. 

* bpfiritrai is Porson's emendation. Peile and Paley defend opfiiffau 

* Read rivoQt and give this verse to Orestes. Dindorf. 
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Ch, [It did not wound her,] bo aa to draw clotted blood 
along with the milk. 

Or, This visioD of ft man come not in vain'. 

Ch. And she, fluttering with fear, screamed In her sleep ; 
and many lumps that had been extinguished in darkness 
sprang into light through the palace on account of our mis- 
tress. And then she HCnds these funereal drink-offerings, 
hoping for a (itly-shred' remedy for her sufferings. 

Ob. But I make my prayer to this earth, and to the tomb 
of my father, that this dream may bring accomplishment to me. 
And i'faith I interpret it so that it exactly tollies; for if, after 
quitting the same place with me, the serpent was decked in 
ray swaddling-clothes, and mouthed the breast that gave me 
autriraent, and mingled with clotted blood the loved milk, and 
she shrieked iu dread at this mischance — it needs roust be that 
she, as she reared a terrific portent, should die a violent death ; 
and I, changed into a serpent, wilt slay her, as this dream of 
her's declares. And I choose thee for my expounder of por- 
tents as touching this matter. 

Ch. So be it; but explain the rest of thy plan to thy 
friends, bidding some to do sora.ething, and others not to act. 

Ou. The tale is simple: I recommend my sister here to 
go within and to conceal these plans agreed upon [with 
herj ; that atler slaying an august monarch, they too may 
be entrapped by giule, dying in the very same toils, even as 
Loxias too predicted, king Apollo, a prophet of unfailing truth 
heretofore. For hke to a stranger, hoving complete equip- 
ment, I will come with my friend Fylodcs here to the gates of 
the court-yard, as a guest and &iend of the &mily. And we 
both win utter the PamaBsian dialect, imitating the sound of 
a Phocian tongue. And suppose that no one of the porters 
will admit us with gladsome mind, (since the house is 
possessed with Sis,) we will remain thus, so that any one 
walking past the house may make a gueaa, and say this: 
" Why thus with [closed! gates exclude ye the supphant? if 
.iEgisthuH is at home and aware of his presence?'' If then I 
pass the threshold of the gates of the court-yard, aud shall 

' 1. e. thii ia not tbe vmon of k mere beiiat, but of n 

' See on Agam. Ifi. Ivri^vwv Sjids. 
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discover him upon my fsitlier^s throne, or if he come then and 
speak to me to my fsice and cast his eyes upon me, know cer- 
tainly that before he says, '* What coimtrymen is the stranger ?" 
I will stretch him a corpse, coming round him^ with nimble 
swordsmanship. And Erinnys, that hath not been stinted of 
slaughter, shall quaff blood undiluted, a third draught. Now 
then, do thou watch well what is within the house, that 
these things may fall out well-combined. But to you I re- 
conmiend to keep a silent tongue, both to keep silence where 
it is needful, and to speak what is suited to the moment. 
For the rest I appeal to this my [friend] to come hither and 
overlook these matters; to him that has helped' me to success 
in this conflict of the wielded sword. 

[Electba. enters the palace: Obestes dnd'PYi.ABT^ retire to 

dieguiae themselves, 

Ch. Full many* a dread and grievous horror does the earth 
nurture, and the arms of the deep teem with monsters hostile 
to mortals! and there spring forth in mid-air lights* hung 
aloft. Both the creatures that fly and those that crawl, and 
the gusty rage of hurricanes, one might be able to describe. 
But who can tell the mighty daring spirit of man, and of 
women hardened in their souls, and their loves that venture 
all, comates with the woes of mortals? Un-lovely love, lord- 
ing it in woman's heart, overcomes the conjugal societies of 
brutes and of men. Let whosoever is not flighty in his 
thoughts know this, when he hath learned what a kindling 
device the wretched daughter of Thestius, who worked the 
destruction of her son, sought out, when she committed to the 
flames the glowing brand tiiat was his coeval, from the time 
when he uttered his first cry on coming from the womb, and 
commensurate through his life unto tiie day foredoomed by 

1 See Paley. 

* See Paley. Pylades must be meant, not Apollo. 

^ Compare Soph. Antig. 332. sqq. 

^ XafAirddec seems to be a gener^d expression, including meteors, comets, 
falling stars, and all unusual phsenomena of the sky, such as are described 
by Pseud- Aristotle, de Mundo, § II. 1 6. ed. Pacti. kv dk ry irvptoSti xal 
drdKTtfiXeyofjikvri, rd rt trkXa Sidrrei Kai ^\6ytQ aKovri^ovTai Kai ^okc- 
diQ, Kai p69vvoi, xai KOfirJTai Xiyofiivoi, OTi^pi^ovrat, Kai afikvvvvTM 
voXXdKiCf translated by Apuleius, p. 58. ed. Elm. 
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Fate. Another ia there in legends whom we are bound to 
abhor, the murdereBS ScjUa, who at the foeman's instigation 
destroyed a man [she should have] loved, having been seduced 
by Cretan necklacea of wrought gold, the gifta of Minoa, what 
time she, shameleaa, robbed Niaus of his uadying ringlet as 
he waa breathing unsuspeetingly in sleep ; but Mercury' 
overtakes her. And sinee I have made mention of savage 
, horrors, though imBeasonably', [one may also mention] the 
odious match, execrated by the house, and plots laid by a 
woman's mind against an armed warrior, against aw; 
his majesty hitter to his enemies; and I honour the hearth of 
a household that knows not audacity, and in women an 
undariog spirit. Of horrora, indeed, that of Lemnos holds the 
first place in story; and it ia deplored in every clime as an 
abomination, and a man is wont to compare what is dreadiul 
to Lemnian autferings*. And by reason of heaven-detested 
guilt the race of mortals perishes ia infamy ; for no one reveres 
that which is offensive to the gods. Wbich of these hideous 
facts do I unreasonably reckon up ? But the sword, sharp and 
bitter, inflicts a wound right through the lungs, driven by the 
hand of Justice. For the lawless conduct of him* that haih 
lawlessly trespassed against every awAil attribute of Jupiter, 
is not trampled under foot on the groimd. But the base of 
Justice is planted firm; and Fate, that forges the aword. pre- 
pares it lor the deed, and brings into the house a new offering 
of ancient murders, and time-hauaured° Erinnys avenges the 

' There teemB *n alluiion to Mercury bnth in his character nf the con. 
ilactor of Ihe dead, and the presider over ill-EOCt^n games. There i 
similar coneeit in the Aatholagia, Epi^. Incert, ccxxxvii. 

'Epfiqv riv lUirrqv ric lifeiXaTO ; SBpfiog i KkinrtK, 
&e riii- jliXijriuiv (px""' dvaira ^ipiay. 
' See PkIbj. Of JiriTdT-fi si^Ci I <3<ii make notbing tatisfBcbiry. 
= HesjchiBa, t. II. p. 465. A%viow tatov. ■•rapoifila, ^v SialoBijvai ^ 

yvvaisuiv, where gee comment. On thi« murder of the Lemnians hy tbs | 
women, &am whieh Thoaa alone escaprd, bemg spared bv his duoghter 
Ufpsipfle, KB AnCig. Csjyst. HisL Mirab. 13D. Valer. Flacc. II. 113. 
anJ the Scholiait on Statins Theb. V. e. 29. 

' I have, with the spprobation of Dtndorf, adopted yrapit0avTOi, Stan- 
lev's emendation, although I am not satisfied even then. 
'' So Donaldson, Nan CritjluB, p. 390. Pale; retiiiua Tcii/u 
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[Orestes re^enters^ and goes up to the gates of the palace, 

Orestes. Boy, boy' ! hear the knocking at the gat^es of the 
Aourt-yard. Who is within there in the house? boy, boy, I 
say again, a third time I call for some one to come out of the 
house, if ^gisthus forsooth be given to hospitality*. 

Domestic. Well, weU — I hear you. What countiyman is 
the stranger? whence comes he*? 

Ob. Bear word to the masters of the mansion, imto whom • 
I am come and am bringing news; and be quick, since also 
night*s dusky car is speeding on, and *tis time for wayfarers 
to let go their anchor in houses that welcome all strangers. 
Let there come forth some lady-mistress of the house, that 
hath power: but it were more decorous that a man should 
[come to us], for that bashfulness does not in the course of 
conversation make words obscure : man is wont to speak with 
confidence to man, and expresses his thoughts with certainty. 

Enter Clytjbhnestsa. 

Quests, say whatsoever is necessary; for there are at hand 
things such as beseem this dwelling of ours, both warm bathsS 
and the couch that soothes fatigues, and the presence of 
benignant eyes. But if ye are bound to transact any other 
business that requires somewhat of consultation, this is the 
concern of men, to whom we will communicate it. 

Ob. I am a stranger of Daulis, come from the Phocians; 
and as I was journeying to Argos, self freighted with my own 
baggage, just as I set forth hither on foot, a stranger who met 
me said to me a stranger, after having particularly inquired 
and clearly explained to me my road, Strophius the Phocian, 
—for I ascertain his name in course of conversation : — " Since 
on other business, stranger, thou art going to Argos, tell his 
parents that Orestes is dead, strictly remembering it, let it by 
no means be forgotten; whether the determination of his 
friends shall prevail to convey him away, or whether to bury 
him in the land of his sojourn, altogether estranged for ever, 
bring back with thee their commands on this subject; for now 

1 See Blomfield. 

2 Read with Elmsley: £t ^CKo^evSq tiq AiyhQov pia. 

* Eurip, El. 779. xaiper* & 4lvoi» rivff, UoQtv wopivtaO', quoted by 
filomfield. 

* See Blomfieldy and for a similar picture of ancient manners, Apuleius 
Met. I. p. 113. ed. Elm. 
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the sides of a brazen urn conceal the naheg of the T""" who 
Lath been duly bewailed." Thus much I tell thee as I heard 
it. And whether I am speaking to the heada of the fimily 
and to Lis relations I know not, but it is proper that h^ 
parents know it. 

El. Woe's me! how' are we utterly ruined. in- 
superable curse of this family, how dost thou level at many 
tilings that are well placed out of thy way, OTerconiing them 
with thy bow, that carries true to the mark even from afar. 
Thou strippest me thoroughly wi'etched of my friends. And 
now Orestes, — for he used to be lucky in his throws, removing 
his foot fiiDm out the slough of destruction, — but now — tlie 
hope which was to be medicinal against the goodly revelry in 
this house, he writes down as pr-eseni?. 

Or. I could indeed have wiehed to have become known, 
and to have been welcomed as a guest by hosts thus opulent 
through the means of gladsome tidings ; for what more kindly 
feeling is there than that which is entertained by a guest to- 
wards hosts? But to my mind it was an act of impiety not to 
fulfil such an (jbligation as this to frienda, haraig plec^^ my 
word, and been hospitably welcomed. 

CtTi. Be sure ■dion shalt not meet with unworthy treat- 
ment, and not the less ahouldest thou be friendly to the house- 
hold; For some one else would have come tdl the aame to 
bring us these tidings. But it is the fit time for strangers 
that spend the whole day in long travel, to obtain the things 
that are suitable under their circumstances. Co7iduct him into 
the hospitable male apartments of the palace, and these his 
attendants and fellow-travellerB, and tiere let them enjoy 
treatment such as beseems the bouse. And I bid thee do thu 
as liable to be called to account. And we will both commu- 
nicate these things to the heads of the family, and not lacking 
frieudB, will del'berate concerning this misfortune. 
~ [CLYX.KMNESTBA Otters the palace. 

Miff Ib corrupt. Mnller reads tfiTrnc. Peile i^iriiai. 

If these wordi be correct (or which I hate gr^at doubti), we 
:pluD them by Bupposiag that KlEcEra saye coX^i; irooically, and that 
irnpouaav iyTpdf fi coQluin* an equisoque, meaning either, " ' 
dawn aa present, being himself pnaent," or, ea Clyteenmestra i 
dent£^d it: "he reckons ai all 1 lee," i, «, s^ a dead man. 
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Chobus. Well, dear handmaidens of the house, when 
indeed shall we put forth the strength of our mouths on 
account of Orestes r O revered earth, and revered pile of the 
mound, which now dost press upon the remains of the 
monarch that led the fleet, now give ear,, now lend thine aid ; 
for now is it high time for wily plausibility and the nether 
Mercury to come together, and to guide the mysterious man 
on his way in conflicts of the destructive sword. 

The stranger seems to be working mischief. But I see the 
nurse of Orestes coming hither, in tears. On what errand 
Cilissa, art thou treading the outlet^ of the palace? and no 
hireling sorrow is it that accompanies thee on thy way. 

Enter Nubse. 

My mistress bade me call ^gisthus with all speed for the 
strangers', that having come, man may learn more clearly from 
man the tidings just reported. Before the domestics, indeed, 
she suppressed her laughter within her scowling eyes, conceal, 
ing it over deeds that have been done well for her, but for this 
house all unhappily, in consequence of the tale which the 
strangers clearly reported. Verily he, when he hears it, will 
rejoice in his mind, when he shall have learned the news. 
Alas, wretch that I am! how did the ancient blended sorrows. 
Lard to be endured, that happened to this mansion of Atreus, 
afflict with anguish my heart within my bosom ! But never 
yet did I undergo any sufiering such as this. For the rest of 
my calamities I bore through with patience; but my dear 
Orestes, the care of my soul, whom I reared up, having 

received him from the moment of his birth • and from his 

arousing cries, disturbing me by night many fruitless toils 
have been endured by me in vain. For [the infant] that has 
no sense one must needs rear just as if it were an animal, for 
how can it be otherwise? according to his humour; for a child 
while yet in swaddling-clothes speaks not, whether hunger, or 
thirst, or a call of nature beset him ; and the belly of an infant 
works its own relief. I, fore- warned of these things, but in 
many cases deceived, I ween, was a washer of the baby's 

1 Paley's emendation, ^cXac, seems correct. 

s Paley rightly condemns the attempts to explain rovq %kvovQ. I have 
followed Pauw, with the apparent approbation of Porson and Dindorf. 

3 I think the only way of understanding this passage is to mark an 
ubrupta ratio, and read Ik vvKTntXdyruv, 
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wrappings; the fuller and the nurBe had one and the eame 
office'. And I hftving this twofold manual occupation, I 
received Orestes irom his fiitlier'. But now I wretched 
hear of his having died. And I am going to a man that 
hath done foul wrong to this house; and willingly will he 
bear these tidings. 

Ch. With what equipment does she then bid him come? 

NnK. With what eqiupment? repeat your question, that I 
may understand it more clearly. 

Ch. [I mean] whether with guards, or even unattended? 

Nob. She bids him bring his spcar-bearing followers. 

Ch. Prithee do not thou bear this message to our detested 
master'; but bid him come alone with rejoicing mind, with 
the best speed he may, that he may hear without apprehension ; 
for crooked* tidings are set straignt by the bearer. 

NuK. What! art thou gladdened by the news that has now 
been brought? 

Hh. No ; but [I shall be glad] if Jupiter at some fiiture 
time shall work a change in our ills, 

NuR. And how? Orestes, the hope ofthe house, hath 
perished. 

Ch. Not yet; even a dull diviner might understand this. 

NcR. What sayest thou? Imowest thou aught different 
from what hath been told us ? 

Ch. Go, tell thy message, eseoute thtne orders. The gods 
take care of those things about which they interest them- 
selves. 

Ntra. Well, I will go, and in this matter will yield me to 
thy bidding. And may the issue be the best it ean by the 
gift of heaven. \_Ecil the Noaae. 

' This ditcourae of tha nnrae boa beeo plentifnily sbnapd by tosnj com. 
mentntors. Without, howeser, following SchuU;, who admireB and 
praisea il most indiBoreeClf . vie shall do well Co rrmember the giCniordiiury 
detail of Clytffiiiinestra, Agam. 865. and of PhiEnix in Homer, II. X. 48G, 
etc., both of which are equally characteristio of the simplinity of the earlj 
agBB. Shakspeare has allowed the nune of Juliet lo ofiend much mora 
grievously. Old Translatian. 

' See AbreBch's learned aotB. 

' Ambigaooaly spoken, as it may mean " witli hatred of t 
or " our hated master." See Paley, 
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Ch^. O Jupiter ! sire of the Olympian gods, grant to me now 
beseeching thee that my fortmies may turn out successfully, in 
a manner that may be beheld by the wise weU seeking*. In 
integrity* have I uttered every word. O Jupiter ! do protect 
them. Ah ! ah ! and set thou [him] before his foes within 
the house, since, if thou exaltest him to glory, thou shalt, if thou 
pleasest, receive in return a double and threefold recompense, 
^think thee too of a beloved heroes orphan youngling yoked 
in harness of sujSerings, and prescribe thou a limit to his race. 
Who^ might see this striding of completed paces across the 
plain keeping due time ? Ye too, that haunt the alcove that 
exults in opulence, give ear, propitious gods. Come, make 
atonement for the bloodshed of those that were done to death 
in the olden time by firesh vengeance. No more let ancient 
murder spawn in the haUs. O thou that tenantest the vast 
chasm, graciously grant that the hero's home may at the same 
time witness this righteous execution*, and that he may look 
forth fearlessly and brightly with friendly eyes from out the 
veil of gloom. May Maia's most propitious' son also, willing 
him an auspicious issue, rightfully take up the cause. Many 
other mysterious things too will he develope if he be willing ; 
and uttering obscure language, both by night he brings dark- 
'^ess before the eyes, and in the daytime he is nought clearer. 

^ This Chorus is so corrupt, that no satisfactory conclusions can be 
formed respecting either the metre or sense. Klausen and Peile have 
done little that can be considered even as approximating to the truth, and 
Paley alone has displayed any taste in examining the text. 

^ I have imitated the perfect unintelligibility of the original. Paley reads 
Sbg Tvxo-Q l^ov Tvx^^v KvpiiOQf "Ev^poavvav fiaiofikvag i8eXv. I cannot 
give an opinion. Linwood. s. v. TvxVf considers the passage hopeless. 

* 8id SiKag, Pauw, Dindorf, and Paley. 

* See Paley. I must confess my unmitigated ignorance of what a single 
sentence of this passage means. 

* We must remove the stop after Krafuvovt which Paley would treat as 
an accusative absolute. But Dindorf seems to approve the conjecture of 
Bamberger t6 dk koXCjq Krifievov .... crrofiiov. This is certainly inge- 
nious, but 1 have my doubts about applying the epithet ktIjisvov to a 
natural cave. But as Heath and Blomfield seem right in referring this to 
the abode of Delphic Apollo, Uiis difficulty is easily surmounted. Blom- 
field appositely quotes Strabo, IX. p. 641. vTnpKiiaQai 8h tov CTOfiiov 
rpiTToda t'if/fjXov. See also an important passage uf Diodorus, XVI. 
p. 523, 524. 

« See Paley. 



S19— 8M TBE CHUEPHORI. 

And then at length will we pour forth' a loud song to celehntte 
the deliverance of the palace ; euch as may suit a ■woman's 
tODguc, auBpioiouBly raised, and withal the lyre-struek strain 
of mourners : for the city this is well ; my gain too, mine 
is enchttnced, and evil withdraws from my fiiends. But do 
thou boldly, when thy share of the deed shall have come, after 
ehouting thy father's name over a deed done for thy fathers 
eake, iii answer to her shriekin}^, " My son !" consummate a 
vengeance not wholly blameleBs*. Maintaining too within thy 
bosom the spirit of Perseus, in the cause of those dear to thee 
both above and helow the earth, working out bitter wrath 
rather than to affection', accomplishing a murderous destruc- 
tion on those within, cutting off utterly the author of murder. 
Enter ^QiSTHva. 

I have come not imbtdden, but summoned by a messenger ; 
and I understand that some strangers who have arrived tell 
us news hy no means welcome, to wit, the death of Orest«B. 
And the imputation of thia upon the house would be a blood- 
dripping burthen upon one etiil ulcerated and irritated by the 
former murder*. How ami to deem these tidings true and 
clear ? or can it he that alarming rumours in the minds of 
women are flitting in mid-air, such as die away without 
effect ? What of these things shouldst thou say, so as to 
prove it to my mind ? 

Ch. We heard it indeed, but go thou within and question 
the strangers ; the authority of messengers is no way bo good 
as for a man himselt' to make enquiry about the tidings which 
they bring*. 

JEoiB. I wish to sefi and question ferther the messenger, 
whi'ther he himself was present close at hand where he died, 
or whether he is telling what he has learned from obscure re- 
port. He certainly will not be able to delude a discerning 
mind. \_^^l iBoisxHvs. 

' All tha merit of illuatrating this pa^aaage ie due to Blomfield, whom 
Dindorf closely tollowa (see notes). He rightlj reads ireXui- for a-Xoirou, 
Knd puts Clie full atop sfter /liSqao/tiv, inaleod of after ir6\ii. So also 
Fakj. Peile's BOlfis are bd inataniai of the utter uaelesBaeu of length; 
commentariea upon s ogrrupted text. 

' Thus Paley. The rettdings are, however, not quite satisfeotory. 

' But see Linwood'a Lei. 

* I haie adopted Klausru's cDiiatruction, »ith Liuwood and PeleT, 

- Cf. Soph. CEd. Tyr. 6. 
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Ch. Jupiter ! Jupiter ! what am I to say ? whence shall I 
commence thus praying and importunating^? How, speaking 
from good feeling, shall I obtain an equivalent boon ? 

For now either the gore-stained attempts of the nian-slaying 
axes are on the point of working the destruction of the family 
of Agamemnon throughout all time, or he, kindling fire and 
lft;ht for liberty, and the authorities that giye laws to the state, 
shall enjoy the great weal of his Others. Upon such .a con- 
flict as Uiis is god-like Orestes, a solitary single-banded 
champion, on the point of entering against two. And may it 
be for victory ! 

^Gis. {from within the palace).'-^ Ah ! what, ho ! 

Ch. Ah I ah ! again ! How stands the matter ? how are 
things accomplished in the house ? Stand we aloof from the 
comsummation of the business, that we may seem to be no way 
implicated in these horrors ; for the issue of the conflict hatli 
assuredly been settled. 

JSnter a Domestic. 

Woe's me! ay every woe's me, for my slain lord! yet 
once more woe's me ! in a third exclamation, j^gisthus is 
no more : but open as quickly as ye may, and unclose, by [re- 
moving] the bars, the doors of the women's apartments ; and 
need there surely is of a vigorous arm ; but not to succour the 
slain ; what need of that ? What, hoa 1 I am shouting to the 
deaf, and calling in vain to those that are madly sleeping. 
Where is Clytaemnestra ? what is she doing ? It seems now 
that her neck is soon to fall on the edge of the steel, she being 
justly smitten*. 

Clyt. {coming forward), — What is the matter? what meant 
the outcry thou art raising in the house ? 

DoM. I tell thee that the dead are slaying the living. 

Clyt. Ah me ! I apprehend thy meaning from thy dark 
expressions. By treachery shall we perish exactly as we slew. 
Some one hand me a deathly axe with all speed. Let us see 

* This is the sense pven to kTriOodKovtra by Buttmann Lexil. p. 349. 
but Blomfield reads k-jriOed^ovaaf with the approbation of Paley, and 
apparently of Dindorf. 

2 The structure seems to hang between the proverbial form eoiKe vvv 
avTrj km Kvpov loraj/at, and ioiKe avrrjg avx^jv ^ti ^vpov slvai. The 
first verse denotes that Clyttemnestra is in extreme danger, and the second 
tbows how. 
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■whether we are to te vietora or vanquished ; for unto that 
crieis of this evil am I come. 

Ohes. {bursting in.) — Thee too am I eeeking — ^thiB wretch 
here has enough. 

CiTT. Ah me 1 thou art dead, dearest jEgisthus. 

Obes. Lovest thou the man ? then shalt thou lie in tha 
eame tomb, and thou ehalt never desert him in death. . 

Clti. Hold thee, my eon ! and revere this breast on which 
thou Ml oflen slumbering waat wont at the same time to suck 
with thy gums the well-nouriBhing milk. 

OfiES. Pylades, how am I to act? is reverence to restrala 
me &om slaying my mother i* 

Pyl. Where, then, are the oracles of Apollo uttered at 
Pytho, and the faithful oaths well plighted? Deem all thine 
enemies rather than the gods'. 

Obes. I decide that thou prevailcst, and admonishest me 
well : (tuminff to Am mother,) follow me. I wish to slay thea 
close beside his corpse here ; for when he was alive too, thoa 
didst use to deem him better than my lather. Go sleep with 
him in death, since thou dost love this man, and him whom 
thou wast bound to love thou loathest. 

Cltt. I reared lliee, and with thee I would spend m^ 

Obes. What! having murdered my sire, ehalt thou dwell 
with me ? 

CiTT. Destiny, my child, was an accessory to these thinga. 

Obes. Ay, and so Destiny provides the doom that is now 
before thee. 

Clvt. Hast thou no awe of a parent's curses, my child ? 

O&xs. No ; for after gi™g me birth thou didst east me out 
into misery. 

Clyi. Surely I did not cast thee out []when I sent thee] to- j 
the house of a friend. 

Os. In two ways was I sold, son though I was of a &ee 
father. 

Clyt. Where then is the price which I received for barter- 
ing thee away ? 

Ob. I am ashamed to reproach thee in plain terms willi 
this deed of thine. 

Clyt. Nay, only tell equally the foUies of thy father. 

' 1. <■ prefer the eumit; of Clf taeuuuaCni to that of Apolio. 
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Ob. Reproach not him that bore the toil, thou that didst 
ait within the house. 

Cltt. Tis a sorrow to women to be debarred firom a hus- 
band, my child. 

Ob. Yet sure it is the husband^s toiling that supports them 
aa they sit within. 

Clyt. It seems, then, that thou wilt day thy mother, my 
child. 

Ob. Tis thou wilt work thine own destruction, not I. 

Clyt. Look to it, beware of the wrathful furies of a 
mother. 

Ob. But how am I to escape those of my father if I neglect 
this? 

Cltt. I, a living woman, seem to be vainly making my 
moan to a sepulchre. 

Ob. Ay, for the &te of my father walts^ down upon thee 
the doom that now awaits thee. 

Clyt. Ah me! this is the serpent that I bore and nurtured. 
In truth the panic occasioned by my dreams has been indeed 
prophetic. 

Ob. Thou didst in truth slay one whom it became thee 
not, so suffer what becomes thee not. 

[Obestes ^/brcc^ his mother into the palace, 

Ch. Let us then bewail the twofold calamity even of this 
wretched pair. And since the hapless Orestes hath attained 
the consummation of many slaughters, this notwithstanding 
we prefer, that the eye of the house has not fallen in utter 
destruction. 

There hath come after a time vengeance for the chil- 
dren of Priam, heavy-avenging retribution ; and there hath 
come into the dwelling of Agamemnon, a twofold lion, a 
twofold Mars. The exile of whom Apollo spake hath been 
feuccessful' in every respect, having been rightly excited by 

the counsels of heaven. Celebrate ve with a loud shout the 

tt 

* Compare Henry VI, part 2. TV. 1 . — 

Come, Suffolk, I must waft thee to thy death. 

' Read IXax« with Schntz, or eXajSc with the Medicean MS. Tht 
passage is not however satisfactory, eren then. I shall not offend against 
common sense by quoting Klausen's attempted explanation of the common 
reading. Paley with much ingenuity proposes iiioXt, 
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escape' of our master's house from evils, and from the dilapi. 
dation of its treasurea by tile defiling pair, a mournful fate. 
There hath come to one whoae care is lurking warfare, 
Hetribution of wily soul. The dai^htar of Jove too hath ia 
very truth leut a hand to the battle, — and correctly do we 
mortals style her Justice,— breathing deadly wrath against her 
foes: whom Apollo, the god of Pamasaus, that haunts the 

mighty cavern of the earth, upon the summit, hath led, 

■widiottt guile he comes upon one guileful, halting in delay. 
The divinity is in a manner prevented from aiding the wicked. 
Meet it is that we revere the power of the celestials. We ore 
permitted to behold the light, and the great fetter" of the 
mansion hath been taken off. Arise ye now, however, ye 
palaces! for too long a period did ye lie ever grovelling on 
the earth. Soon too wiU all- completing Time pass the vesti- 
bule of the palace, when he shall have driven from the hearth 
every abomination by lustral observances that expel calamities*, 
and it shall be permitted ua mourners to see and hear every 
thing in a lucky posture*. The outcasts from the house shall 
be restored. We are permitted to behold the light. 

Ob. Behold ye the two sovereigns of the realm and the 
pillagers of this mansion that murdered my father. Proud 
were they, when sitting on their thrones, and now too [are 
they] loving, as we may guesa from what has befallen them, 
and the oath remains to tiieir pledges [unbroken] . They con- 
spired indeed [to work] the death of my unhappy fether, and 
to die together ; and this result is according to the oath, Fur- 

' Ab not «™n Peile bai attempted to eiplaln this passage, I have made 
Toy veraioD as liteml and unintelligible ai the Driginnl. Klsuseii ia paiQ- 
fully wrong, and Palej »loa« ehowa anj sagacily. He wonld read (jrop. 
e^iuv in lieu of Iw' ux^'i SUv. Dindorf marks a lacuna of several 
lines, withoaC reaaoo, as for as 1 can sea. I will merely remark tli& 
inoixfiSaL ia properly used of the attacks of Apollo, as II, A. 

' The reading fii-yav points to some other nonn than lidXioi', and "' 
comnjenCatoTi have accordiDgl; ultered it to niya, Paley suipects 
the reading has been interpolated, and that wb should read x^' 

' I have followed DindorTi teit, which ia a great improTemeDt upon 
the old resdinga. So also Faley. 

* Hermann's emendation liirpoouffOKofr^ baa been unanimouBly 
ceiled by the hiter editors. The metaphor ia taken Cram the dice, i 
Bho the following iriaaavTai. 
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thermore behold ye^, — ye that are hearers of these ills, the 
contriyaDce, the shackles of my unhappy &ther, both the fet- 
ters for his hands and the yoke for his feet ! Stretch it out, 
and standing round in a circle display the robe that enshrouded 
the hero, in order that the fitther may see — ^not mine, but he 
that beholdeth all these things, the Sun — ^the unhallowed 
doings of my mother; that so he may be present to me in my 
trial some future time, as an evidence, that with justice I pro- 
secuted this doom ; of my mother I mean, for I am not speak- 
ing of that of ^gisthus, for he has undei^one the sentence of 
an adulterer, as Uie law prescribes. But she who plotted this 
detestable deed against a husband, firon^ whom she had been 
wont to bear the burthen of children beneath her zone— a 
burthen once dear, but now, as is plain, an hostile ill — ^what 
thinkest thou? assuredly she was a conger, or a viper*, that 
could canker by a touch one who had not sujBPered from her 
bite, by reason of her daring and her unrighteous spirit ; what 
shall I call it, and succeed in giving it a correct name? a 
snare for a wild beast, or a canopy of a bath that enshrouded 
the feet of the dead ? nay rather, thou mightest call it a net 
or toils, and a robe for snaring the feet. A thing like this a 
robber might have in his possession; one that deceives stran- 
gers, that leads a life of plunder, and cutting off many by 
this device, he might nurse many a hot deed in his mind. Be 
never woman like this an inmate in my house : sooner may I 
be doomed by the gods to die childless. 

Ch. Alas! alas for the sad deeds! by a hateful death wast 
thou despatched, and for the survivor also suffering blame. 

Ob. Did he or did he not do it? but this vest bears witness 
to me that the sword of JEgisthus stained it. llie stain of 
the gore too coincides with the time [of the deed,] damaging 
the various hues of the embroidery. Now I praise him', now 



^ Compare Shakespere, Julias Csesar, III. 2. 

2 See Paley. Blorafield elegantly and truly reads fjivpaivd y At txi^v* 
l0v .... fidiXov. Peile's note will tell the student a great deml more 
about Greek syntax, than he will probably wish to remember. 

^ I think with Scholefield that aivti abrbv does refer to iEgisthus, and 
is introduced as a touch of nature by the poet. Having slain his enemy 
the wrath of Orestes is at an end. If am wrong, I can only allege the 
following lines of Young in my excuse : 
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upon the spot I bemoan him; nnd addressing hia TcBtment, 
that wrought my father's iiill, I grieve for the offences and 
the suffering, and the entire ikmily, having the unenviahio 
pollutions of this victory which I have achieved. 

Ch. No one of human kind ahall spend unscathed o life 
free from ill throughout its whole length, Alas! alas! of 
trouhles one is this very instant upon us, and another will 

Oa. But, that you may learn, I of a truth know to what 
issue it will come': as though with horses of a charioteer I am 
wandering wide of the course ; for thoughts hard ta be con- 
trolled are hurrying me away overcome by them. And at my 
heart fear is ready to sing or dance in phrensy. 

But while I am still in my senses. I make declaration to 
my friends, and assert that with justice I slew my mother, 
an ahominarioit, murdering my father, and detested of the 
gods. And as for my provocatives to this daring, I prize most 
highly Loxias, the prophet of Pytho, who announced to me 
by oracle, that if I did this I should be beyond the reach of 
evil censure; but if I had neglected it, I will not teU the 
penalty; for no one will arrive at the agonies by conjecture. 
Ajid now behold me, how arrayed with this branch and ehaplet 
I will draw nigh unto the central shrine, the spot trodden by' 
Loxias, and tiie blaze of fire that hath been called imperish- 
able, fleeing from this kindred blood: nay Loxiaa charged me 
not to betake myself to any other shrine. And I bid all the 

la this Alonio ? Whem's tha bonghty mein * 

Ib that Ihe hsnd Bhicb smole me ? HeBvene, bow pale I 

Aud ort thoa dead ? So it ay aamitg, 

I mar not Kith the dutt. 

Terror and donbt ftU on me ! all thy good 

Nou ilaiei, all thy guilt is in the graie. 

Never had man lucA/UHtrel apylmie.—The RerenEe, V. ult. 
And King Henry IV. Pint Part, IV. 4,— 

Adiea, and take thy praise with thee Co heaTen ! 

Thy ignominy sleep with thee in the grare. 

But not rememberM in thy ppita|]]i ! 
■ So Blomfield and Dindorf. 1 preler Emper's reading,— dXX", it 
ov tH^r', (all yAo oil. i. t. X.) Pcile'a (Titiiism is in h^a belt style. 

' Literallj, "bj the bow." Peile renden xiiov "the footatool'" 
See BluniGeld. 
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Argives bear witness to me, how that after a lapse of time 
these evils were dealt out by me : but I a vagabond, estranged 
from this land, living and dying having left this fkme. 

Ch. But since thou hast done well, neither yoke thy mouth 
to evil omened words, nor with thy tongue bode horrors, after 
having given liberty to the whole state of the Argives, success- 
fully lopping the heads of two serpents. 

Ob. Ah! ah! ye handmaids, here they are in the guise of 
Gorgons, in sable vestments, and entwined with densely woven 
snakes. I can stay no longer. 

Ch. What £uicies disturb thee, thou dearest of men to thy 
father ? command thyself, be not scared after achieving a sig- 
nal victory. 

Os. They are not fancies of these agonies that are upon 
me ; for here are plainly the angry hell-hounds of my mother. 

Oh. Aye, for the fresh blood is still upon thine hands, hence 
is it that perturbation falls upon thy mind. 

Os. Sovereign ApoUo ! now they are swarming; and from 
their eyes they still loathly gore. 

Oh. Within there is pmificationfor thee ; but ifthou touch- 
est Loxias he will set thee free from these sufferings. 

Oa. Ye indeed see not these, but I do see them^; and I am 
driven away, and can stay no longer. 

[_Exit Orestes. 

Oh. But mayest thou be happy, and may the deity, graci- 
ously regarding thee, protect thee for a better hap. This 
third tempest arising out of the family, after having blown in 
its turn in the royal halls, like as a fiimily wind* hath come to 
an end. First of aU there were the child-devouring wretched 
troubles of Thyestes. Next came a hero's kingly sufferings, 
and stabbed in a bath the warrior chieftain of the Greeks 
perished. Now too once more, third in order, there hath 
come, we know not whence, a saviour, or should I call it 
doom. Where then is the violence of calamity, when lulled, 
to find an end ; or where is it to reach a termination? 

^ So in Tickell's Colin and Lucy,— 

I hear a voice you cannot hear, 
Whicli says I must not stay; 
I see a hand you cannot see. 
Which beckons me away. Old Transi 4.tion, 

3 See Blomfield. 
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THE FURIES. 



OaEBTis domes to Delphi, pnraaed by the Ertanyi of hk iBittlu)i 

Cljtiemneatra. He is auured of Apollo's praUctioD, and the Bcena 
changes to Athens, whew he andergoes hia trial before the Areopagus, 
now instituted bj Minerva. On his »cqoittal, tile Erinnys at first 
threaten Athpns with their wrath; but, on Minerva aaiuring them thai 
the; aliall ever he held in honoar, they promiH to confer all poisible 
blessings upon Che Athenians. 



PERSONS REPRESENTED. 
< PaiiBTEsa. I Gbost of C 



I 



PHiESTKsa. First indeed with these prayers I honour Earth 
the firat-propheteas of the Deities: and after her' Themis, 
who thea next sat on this, her mother's, oracular seat, as a 
certain legend nma. But in the third turn, [Themis] being 
wilHng, and not in despite of any one, Titanian Phcebe, another 
child of Earth took the seat, and she gives it to Phcehua as a 
birth gift. And he has hia name derived from Phoebe. But 
having Uft the hike and the Deliau rock, having landed on 
the ship-receiving shores of PEtUas, he came into this land 
and to the seats of Parnassus. And the road-making sons of 
Vulcan* attend on', and greatly worship him , rendering the 

^ There seema something very strong and ahmpC in the article r^^. 
Bulges would read yijc. On the mythology of this passage see the notes 
of Stanley and Blomfield (in Liawond'B edition), and Muller, Enneuidea, 
i 91, p. 213, who remtu'kB that l^ in v. 3, must be takua in closa cun- 
DGCtion with rh fiigrpoc, " the primeval Prophetess Earth being tuceeedod 
in the possession of tbe saered seat by tier daii);hter Tbemis, by a kind of 
herfditary rigbt; the latter tnnsrerred it with food laili to her r'^ ~ 
Phtebe," etc. 

' "This denotes the Athenians as descended fVom Eriehthoruoi. 
Heaych. s. V. 'Hpai-JTiatai." Mnller^ note, p. 214. Cf. Orac. Slbjill. 
Vet. p. 56. i ZoeiiiQ ytyaiiTet 'EpixSuviDu. yiukeX^^. 

• Or "escort in pomp." See my aoteon Soph. Ant. 1133. Od the 
eaily formed nwd hen mmtioDGd, ct, Hnller, Dorians, II. J 14. 
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rough eai*th smooth. But the people honour exceedingly him 
having come, and Delphus who sways the hebn^ of this land. 
And Jove having made him inspired in mind with the art, 
seats him here the fourth seer on the throne ; and Loxias' is 
the prophet of his &,ther Jove. To these deities I prelude my 
address with prayers. And Proneean Pallas is celebrated in 
story. And I venerate the nymphs, where is the Corician 
hollow grot, bird-loved, the haunt of Deities. Bromius too 
possesses the realm, nor am I forgetful of it, from the time 
that the god led on his Bacchants, having plotted death for 
Pentheus like a hare ; and invoking the fountains of Plistus, 
and the might of Neptune, and pe^ect highest Jove. I then 
9it down a prophetess on the throne; and now may the gods 
grant that I obtain by fiEir the best of former entrances, and if 
any from the Greeks are present, let them advance having 
obtained their turn by lot, as is the custom : for I prophesy 
as the god may direct. {She enters the temple, and mddenly 
returns.) Certainly things dreadful to tell, and dreadful to 
behold with eyes have sent me back from the abodes of Loxias, 
so that I neither have strength, nor can uplift my steps : but 
I run with my hands, not by swiftness of legs ; for an affirighted 
old woman is nothing, like a child [in strength]. I creep, 
indeed, towards the shrine of many garlands', and I behold at 
the marble navel stone* a man imder the cuise** of god, sitting 

* Cf. Sept. c. Th. 2, 3. with the commentators. 

2 Compare Rabelais, Bk. III. ch. 19. " For many times, in the inter- 
pretation of oracles, right witty, learned and ingenious men have been 
deceived through amphibologies, equivoques, and obscurity of words, no 
less than by the brevity of their sentences. For which cause Apollo, the 
god of vaticination, was surnamed Ao^iag.** 

^ Cf. intpp. on Aristoph. Plut. 39 ; Callim. Hymn. Apoll. 1 ; Orac. 
Sybill. 1. c. K\vT€ da(l>vTipe^kwv xvjuarwv d7ro9s(TKe\ov 6fi<l>riv, 

* " In the time of JE)schylus this Omphalus was situated in the Adytum 
of the Temple .... in vase-paintings Orestes is exhibited as a suppliant 
for protection and expiation, sitting on the Omphalus in the temple, 
exactly as described by iEschylus.'' Muller, Eum. p. 89, 90. See the 
whole passage. It must be observed that Orestes could not have flown 
to the temple of Apollo for refuge, unless he bad previously undergone 
purification. See below, 280, sqq. Thus the Sybarites were driven from 
the temple by Pythia on account of the murder of a cithera-player, as yet 
unexpiated; see iBlian, Var. Hist. V. 45, and compare Simplicius on 
Epict. § 39, p. 259, ed. Salmas. Aristot. Pol. II. 2. 

^ See Linwood's Lexicon. 
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aa a suppliant, viith his hands dripping with blood, and hold- 
ing a no wly -drawn' sword, aod a high-grown branch of 
olive, wreathed decorously with mucli' wool, with a white 
fleece : for so I wiU clearly declare. But before this maa 
a wondi'ous troop of women sleeps seated in the seats ; by no 
means women, hut Gorgons I call them ; nor again will I liken 
them to Gorgon forms', [for] I have seen once on a time [the 
Harpies] painted, carrying off the food of Phineus ; hut these 
are wingless to behold, and black, abominable in kind. And 
they snore with breathings not to be approached, and irom 
their eyes they distil hateful violence'. And their dress is fit 
to wear neither at the images of gods, nor within the dwellinga 
of men. I have not beheld the tribe of this sisterhood ; nor 
[do I knowH what land can boast of having nourished this 
race with impunity, soasnottogroanouaccountof its troubles. 
Let what ensues now be a care to the ruler of these abodes 
mighty Losias himself: but he is healing-seer and diviner 
and purifier of abodes' to others. [TXe inlerior of the temple, 
with the tripod and omphahii, is disclaaed, and Orestes is dis- 
covered silting on the omphalus, the chorus of Fubim sleepiiig 



' Burgca ceada vioarayit. Tbe common reading a cntalaly ank- 
vard. 

3 The wool ased for this purpose, va.s of a great leagth. See Dindorf. 

far from pleubing. I cannot hidp tLinkmg thut the paaBugfl is inters 
poUted-i sod tliat we should simply read, 

■ See by all means Muller, § 93, p. 215. sqq. 

' But Surges' emendation, \i0a, is unanimoosl; adopted by Dindorf, 
Linwood, and Palej. Render it "rheum," "venom." 

> Tolaiv aX\eis hsB alnays displeased me. In the flrat place the ter- 
mination of the article seems to niake on unnecessary emphasis, and thej 
b no anhject mentioned, to which aXXmc can be opposed. The Soholiai 
Ba;ai ?r£nfi fiaWoy tuv tSiuv; which is followed by Schuti, Paley,aad 
Linwood. I bate little donbt that .^Bcbylos wmte: 

Tlie very word, and with the same cansCrnction, is used of Orestes 
Agam. 12B2. *i)yilc iT dXijniE rijeSr yijs dv6ktvo( KiWiiaiv, and 
Choeph. 10-12. 'Eyii J'dXijnit r^offt y^c aBil£«ioi! Cf, Soph. CEd. Ci 
746. 948. Be oil if Toioial' oKiiTae TJS ifxatt vaiuv ■n6Xu\ Ei 
Hcracl. 51. Tlimie aXqrai y^c ijrnrTcp>ipivoi; 224. Uirac dXqr 
vriyiriis. Such an dXijrqi; was Adraatiu, in Herodot. 1. 35. 
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on Hai9 ato m t i km. Apouo $hmimg iy M #ufe» oncf 
HsxxisM Atf iM%roiMif ^1 

Apo£lo. Bjnomeiiiiwiniteaikayoi: but till the end 
itftiidiiig naw yoa m a guardian, ewmi Hiaa^ fior ol^ to Toar 
enemiet I wiU not be goitfe. And now yon behold uese 
mad ones oaught; but tbe afahoRod Tixgina, aged ehil- 
dien hare fUIen in deep^, whom neither one of 9ie gods, 
norman, nor beast, at an;^tinie embcaoea; bat for the lako 
of evib they were bom; amoe they inhabit evil darimeae, and 
Tirtaruabeneatb the earth, things hated bymmi and Ohrm- 
pian gods.^ But neverthelMe ffyf nor be softened in eporit; 
fbr Ihey will pursue with impuni^ jou e?en through the long 
continent as you proceed alooff the land tiod in your wander- 
ings, and over the deep, and m sea-girt cities. And be not 
weared,driTenherd-like^thr(Mi^ this toil: but coming to the 
dty of Pallss sit down hafing taken in your arms^ thecmeient 
image; and there, having judges of tiiese things and soothing 
woras, we wiU find means, so as eompleiely to ddiver you 
ftom these toils: fiir troly I persuaded you to slay your 
mother. 

Obestes. King Apollo thou knowest indeed to be just, and 
since thou knowest this, learn also not to be unmind^, but 
your power is an assurance that you will do things welL 

Ap. Remember, let not fear overcome you in mind. And 
do you, my broker, of a common fether's blood, Mercury, 
guard him ; and, being very rightly named, be a conductor, 
taking care of this my suppliant. Jove reveres excessively^ 
this [thine] office, coming to mortals with weU-conducting 

^ In the stage directions in this play, I have followed Mnller. Com- 
pare Enmenides^ p. 91-^. 

' There is mnch awkwardness in the change of construction. Kal pvv 
points to the &ct of the Furies being overcome, as an instance of ApoUo's 
previous assertion, irtaovacu must, I think, be taken as a nominative 
absolute. Verses 71f 2, seem to me out of place. 

s See Paley. 

* This is Wakefidd's interpretation, ^>proved by Wieseler, and Lin- 
wood* Paley prefers, " brooding over*" 

« Cf. Jelf. Gk. Gr. | 646, obs. 

* iKv6/uifQ, Hermann's emendation, is approved by Dindorf. Perhaps 
iwofuv oifiaff would be better. So ddireQ ivpo/ioi, Choeph. 483. dtcac 
iwdfiov, Snppl. 384. 




fortune. [£ri( Okestes, conducted 
o/" Clyt^knestra. aacends^.~\ 

Ghost op Ci-TTJiMNEBTaA. Sleep on, will ye*? and what 
need is there of sleepers? But I thus dishonoured by you 
among the other dead, because I was a slayer, reproach among 
the dead ceaf es not ; and in disgrace I wander, and I declare 
^o you that I have the greatest reproach from those. But 
having suffered thus dreadful things from those most dear, 
none of the deities is enraged on account of me, slnughtered 
by matricidal hands. Behold th-ese blows on thee, my heart'; 
for the slumbering mind is keen in its eyes', but during day 
the fate of mortals caimot foresee* futurity. Full oftentiniea 
have ye tasted of my offeringf^, both wineless libations, tem- 
perate soothing gifts, and I have offered at the hearth of fire 
nightly solemn feasts at an hour common to none of the gods. 
And aU these things I behold trampled under the heel. But 
he is gone having escaped like a. fawn, and moreover lightly 
has he rushed from the midst of the toils, having greatly 
laughed at you. Hear what I have said in behalf of this ray 
soul, O goddesses beneath the earth ; for I Clytcemneetra, a 
dream' now call upon you. Snore on, but the man is gone 
flying afar : for the gods of supplication are friendly to my 
relatives, not to me'. Soundly you slumber, and pity not my 
suffering; hut Orestes murderer of mo his mother is gone. 
Do yon cry oh? do you slumber? will you not quickly arise? 

' Barges remarkB thit ^^schylas was tbe first who introduDed appi- 
ritioDe upon the stage, quotiug the Greek life of ^schylus. irpiuroc- - - ^vv 
atiiviiv itiaii-qai tai ri/v ai^iv rruu Sia/iittov rari'l'Vii rp Xnjiirporiiri, 

vin. For tbe spectre costnme oF ClftsmneBtn sec Muljer, p. 1G.'{. 

' See Paler. 

' Thi« is Poraon'g emendation. The cammoD reading a luifiBias. 
Hermann, Spa tl ffXijyii; raaSi icapSias 'iStv, which Dindorf prefcis. 

* SCunley appositely quotes Cicero de Dio. 1, 30, " cum et somno revo- 
catns a societate et contsfiione corportB, turn meminit prteteritanun, pne- 

' liDip' aiffBBCoiros, Turnebns and Diedorf. Hermann reads »jm»iuv 
for PfiorSiv. 

' Burges'g note contaias 
proaching the gods for the si 

' So Sehuti. Cf. Ag, B2, 

' iiul, But lee Dindacf. 
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^Vhat thing has been done by you except to work evib? 
Sleep and toil powerful conspirers have wasted the strength of 
the fell dragon. 

Chobus. Seize, seize, seize, seize, take heed^. 

Clyt. In dreams you pursue the beast, and moan like a 
dog that never leaves off the care of toil. What are you 
doing ? arise, let not toil overcome you, nor be ignorant of 
your loss, enfeebled by sleep. Grieve your heart by my just 
reproaches ; for to the wise [such reproaches] are like stings. 
But wafting on him your bloody breath, wasting him with a 
fire of the entrails, follow, consume him by a second pursuit. 

Ch. Do you rouse, and rouse her, but I [rouse] you. 
Dost sleep ? arise, and having spumed off sleep, let us see if 
any of this prelude is vain. Ah ! ah! ' We have suf- 

fered Mends, (certainly now I have suffered much and in 
vain) we have suffered affiction dire, O gods, intolerable ill. 
The beast has fedlen from out the toils, and is gone. Over- 
come by sleep I have lost my prey. O son of Jove, thou 
art thievish, and thou a young god hast riddeji down aged 
deities, reverencing [this] suppliant, an impious man and 
bitter to his parents, and, god though you be, you have stolen 
away the matricide. Which of these things will one say is 
just ? But to me reproach coming from dreams has struck 
me, like a charioteer, with a middle-seizing goad. At my 
heart, at my liver there is present a grievous pain from a 
scourger, an hostile executioner, so that I have a very griev- 
ous chill. Such things do the younger gods, exercising might 
in all things beyond right. One may behold' earth's navel 
stone having taken on itself a blood-dropping clot about foot 
and head, so as to have a terrible defilement of bloodshed. 
But being a prophet, thou hast defiled with domestic pollution 
thy shrine, self-invited, self-called, contrary to the law of gods 
honouring mortal things', and having destroyed the ancient 
fates; and severe to me*, he shall yet not deliver him (Orestes,) 

1 See Muller^ p* 6, and on the metrical arrangements^ p. 60, sqq. 

^ I have followed Wakefield in reading OpofijSov for 0p6vor, with Din- 
dorf, Linwood, and Paley« to whom I am indebted for Uie explanation of 
the passage. 

•'' Cf. Prom. 30. Bporoiai TificLq utTratrag irspa diKijg. 

* Pearson reads KcLfioi ye. There is much awkwardness in ^^ . . . . Ka* 
• . . . Kai .... rf in these lines. Dindorf says^ " notandus transitus ab 
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and having fled, beneath the earth, never shall he be set free. 
But being guilty, be ah nil imd anotber avenging deity oi 

Ap, Out, I bid yon depart with speed from theso abodes ; 
begone from the prophetic shrines, lest even having reeeiveo 
the wiDged swift snake*, hurled from the golden string, you 
send forth through pain the black foam [sucked] from mei 
Tomitiiig the clots of gore which you have drawn. By n 
means is it fitting to approach these abodes, but where there 
are head- cutting, eye-digging* revenges and slaughters, 
and the vigour of boys is injured, and destruction of the 
seed, and mairoing, and stoning, [and where] those impaled 
by the spine groan with much wailmg. Hear, you, abhorred 
by the goda, of what a feast you have the delight I but the 
whole fashion of your form leads to this. It is fit that such 
should inhabit the cave of the blood-sucking lion, not to tarry' 
intbese oracular seats, an abomination to the neighbours. Be- 
gone, you who feed without a keeper ; but none of the goda 
has regard for such an herd, 

Ch. Royal Apollo, hear our reply in turn. You yourself 
are not a sharer in these things, but have done them alto- 
gether, being the entire cause. 

Ap , How now ? thus far extend your speech'. 

Ch. You enjoined by oracles, so that the stranger should 
slay his mother, 

Ap. I enjoined by oracles that he should inflict vengeance 
on account of his father ; what then ? 

Ch. And nest you promised [to be] an advocate' of new 
bloodshed. 

Bppunda ad tertiam perBonam." (Compare my note on Apul. do Deo Socr. 

^ 23. p. 75, note 6.) But Buch a change codM not be muds with anch a 

clumainGBa in the connecting parCiclea. 1 think ws should read: 

Kii/ioi T( Xvxpis ToiTov obx IsXiaiToi. 

' ktiivov mnsC be incorrect. Diadori reads U nivov, "poit Ulud, 

' This agreeable catalogue of hamau [ortnres ao leamedlf illustrated bjr 
Stanlef. vs. 188 ia thoroughly corrupt. Buigea' emeudatioa, itcu' 
y\ovviQ tal cacuv atpuvia, Beema the haet yet propoMd. 

* Ferhapa it ia better to lake these words Co li^uff IvrpifSwflot Xf. 
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Ap. And I bade him betake himself to these abodes. 

Ch. And YOU revile forsooth these [his] attendants. 

Ap. For it is not proper that they should come to these 
abodes. 

Ch. But this is oommanded to us. 

Ap. What honour is this? boast of a glorious office. 

Ch. We driye the murderers of their mother from their 
homes. 

Ap. But what Fof the slayer] of a woman who has deprived 
her husband of liie? 

Ch. The blood of kindred should not be shed by kindred. 

Ap. Certainly, the nuptial troth, pledged under connubial 
Juno and Jove, would be sdtogether without honour, and would 
avail nothing. But Venus is cast away, dishonoured, by 
these words, whence arise to mortal^ the dearest joys. For 
the bed is appointed by £ite to man and woman, and is greater^ 
than an oath, when guarded with justice. If, therefore, you 
are gentle to those who slay each other, so that it comes to 
pass* that you do not even regard them with anger ; I say that 
you unjustly drive Orestes into exile : for I know that you are 
exceedingly wroth at the one party, but manifestly treating the 
other more quietly. But the goddess Pallas shall regard the 
justice of these things. 

Ch. That man never, in any respect, will I abandon. 

Ap. Do you then pursue, and take to yourself more toil. 

Ch. Do not you detract from my honours by your words. 

Ap. I would not receive your honours, so as to possess 
them. 

Ch. For, altogether you are called great at the throne of 
Jove. But I (for a mother's blood brings on punishment) will 
pursue this man, a huntress Fury. 

Ap. But I will aid, and deliver the suppliant : for dreadftd 
among mortals and among gods, is the wrath of a suppliant, 
if willingly I should forsake him. 

Oe.' Queen Minerva, by the commands of Apollo I am 

> See Palcy. 

2 Paley thus explains fiij yevMai firiS' liro'TmvHv. Jelf. $ 670, 
classes the passage among the instances of the infinitive with the article 
being put for the infinitive without it. Dindorf prefers Meineke's emeu- 
dation, riveaOai, 

s ** The scene is shifted to Athensi and the temple of Apollo trans 
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come, but do thou receive propLtiously accused of crime, not 
one now stained witii guilt nur impure in hand, but now 
blunted', worn aw^ before this time, in others' abodes and 
paths of mortals. Passing over eea and land alike, observing 
the oracular injunctions of Loiiaa, I approach thine abode 
and image, goddess. Here, keeping tay station, will I await 
the event of justice (or, judgment). 

Ch. Ho! this is the dear sign of the man. hut foUow the 
counsels of the voiceless informer. For as a dog chases ths 
wounded hind, we trace out him by bloody drops'. Bat with 
many deadly toils my bowels pant; for every place of earth 
has been traversed, and over the sea by wii^less flight have I 
come, pursuing, no way inferior to a ship. And now he is 
crouching somewhere here : the smell of human blood delights 
me. Look, look again by all means; observe all things ; lest 
the matricide unpunished escape your notice, having gone in 
flight. He here i^ain, having protection, twined around the 
image of the immortal goddess, wishes to undergo trial for 
his deed'. But this may not be ; hie mother's blood on the 
formed into the temple of Minerva P^iHqb. A considerable intervsl of 
time niuat be supposed to have elapsed between the foregoing and follow- 
ing portion of the ilramis." Muller, p. 9, " a disr^ard of the eitrinsia 
nnides qnite in character inth the ^si^hylean poetry." id. p. 96. Com- 
pare Schlegel, XTIl. p. 2i7, sqq. where the eubject of the nniCy of tima 
is admirably diacnssed ; alao Twining, Poetiea, vol. I. p, 337. note 43. 

' On the previnuB purifications of Orestes see my note on y. 40. Tho 
principal one took place atTroezene. SeeFausan. II. 31, who relates that 
ho was compelled to dwell inaBnmll hut. until Mb puriflcgtion in the waters 
of Hippocrene. Tarro apnd Frobnm in Virg. Eel. 1. p. 4, ed. KeU. 

Rbegium, where bail said to have built a temple. Libanini.t. IT. p. 366. 
D. mentioni another purifiiation which he rereived from the inhai 
of Antiocb. Lampridiui. in his life of Hcliogsbalos, S 7, p. SOD, says 
that be also underwent lustration at three streams near the Hebriu. 

' Compare the speech of the First Fury, in Shelley's Frometheoi Un- 
bound, act 1. — 

We are the ministers of pains and fear. 

And disappointment, snd mistrust, and hate, 

And dining crime ; and as lean dogs pursue, 

Through wood and lake, some struck and sobbing fawn, 

V/e track all thmga that weqi, aud bleed, and live. 

' 1 esnnot see any occasion for altering xipiSw to xp"""' >""i Scaliger, 

Wakefield, and Linwood. The best interpretation is perhaps that of 

Palej, who tnmslatea, " by clasping Ihe statue of the guddess diviiie, il 
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ground, cannot be recalled, alas! the lifers blood, poured on 
the plain, is gone. But you needs must suffer punishment in 
your turn, so that I suck from you alive the red gore from 
your limbs ; and may I bear from you the taste of a draught 
dire to quaff; and having wasted you away I will lead you 
alive below, that^ you may suffer a return for the xnatricidal 
woe. But you shedl behold*, if any other too of mortals has 
sinned, acting impiously either towards a god, or any guest, 
or dear parents, each having things worthy of justice. For 
mighty Pluto is the judge of mortals below the earth, and he 
looks upon all things with recording mind. 

Ob. I, taught in evils, know many ablutions; and to speak, 
when it is proper, and to be silent in like manner : but in this 
thing I was enjoined to speak by a wise teacher: for t^e blood 
sleeps and fades from my hand, and the matricidal pollution 
is washed out. For being fresh, at the hearth of the god 
Phoebus it was banished by ablutions from the sacrifice of 
swine'. But it would be a long tale to me from the beginning 
[to tell] how many I approached with harmless intercourse. 
Time removes* all things growing old at the same time. And 

willing to place liimself in our power." But I cannot help thinking that 
Stanley's interpretation, "vult esse reus manuum, t. e. csedis peractse/' 
is right, and that the expression is a forensic one. Hesychius interprets 
vTrSdiKog, \f7rev9vvog, xP^^^'^VSt ^voxog diKijg. Pollux, VIII. 5, p. 382, 
ed. Seber. makes it equivalent to KarddiKog. It probably is best under- 
stood as I have translated it. 

* Dindorf reads avri'iroiv wc, with Schutz. 

« Cf. Aristoph. Ran. 146, sqq. ; Virg. Mu, VI. 548 ; TibuU. I. 3, 67. 
For the general sense compare ^schin. Socrat. Axioch. § 21, orroig Sk to 
Z,yv 5ia KaieovpyrifidTutv lyXa^i/, ayovrai Trpbg 'Epivvvutv kw* 'Rpt^og 
Kai Xdogf did Taprdpov ivBa x^9^^ dai^utv. For the Platonic de- 
scriptions see Wyttenb. on Plut. fragm. p. 137, sq. at the end of his 
edition of the De Sera Num. Vindicta. 

* See the notes of Stanley. 

* But KaOaipu should be read, with Stanley. Hermann would erase 
the line. Burges transposes it ingeniously, but with too much alteration 
of the text. I think its proper place is before v. 276, at the beginning of 
Orestes' speech, which I would read thus : 

Xpovog KaOaipu irdvra yripdtfKiov ofiov. 

Kayo) SidaxOdg iv KaKoXg £7rt<rra/Ltat 

TToXXo'bg KaOapfiovg, k. r. X. 
The enunciation of a proverb could find no fitter place, and the iroXXoc 
KaOapfiol would be the natural result of Orestes' experience in the puri- 
fying effects of time. 
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now &om pure mouth piously I call on Miaerva, queen of this 
region, to come to me an assistant; and she shall possess 
vithout the spear both me myself, and my land, and the Argive 
people, justly faithfiil, and an ally for ever. But whether in 
the places of the Lybian region around the wave of Triton, 
her native atream, she sets her foot upright or covered"^, 
aiding her friends, or sun-eys the Phlegreean plain, like a bold 
leader, let her come, [^and she hears even afar, being a. 
goddess,) that she may be a dehverer to me from these 

Ch. By no means shall Apollo, or the might of Minerva set 
you free, so as not to perish neglected, not having learnt 
where in your mind to rejoice, the bloodless food of demons, 
a shadow. Doat thou not reply, but dost thou disdain my 
words, thou who art both nourished for, and devoted to me*. 
And alive you shall feed me, not slain at the altar, and you 
shall hear this hymn that charms you. Come then, let us also 
join the dance, since it has seemed good to us to pour forth 
the hated pong, and to declare bow our band distributes its 
lots among men ; and we delight in being upright [ministers"] 
of justice. On him indeed who possesses pure hands no wratE 
from us steals, but free fr^)ni harm he passes his hfe : but 
whoever, committing crime, like this man, conceals his bloody 
hands, close at hand as true witnesses to the dead, we appear 
effectually as avengers of blood to him. Mother, mother 
Night! thou who brought me forth a punishment' to the dead 
and the Uving. hear! for the son of Latona makes me disho- 
noured, taking away this timid animal, our own victim to 
espiatc a mother's murder*. But over the victim [be this the] 
strain, one flraught with distracting, mind-destroying, the hymn 
of the Furies, that charms the mind, without the lyre, that 
causes shrivelling to mortals. For prevailing fate has destined 
to us tirmly to hold this office, to pursue those of mortals by 
whom wicked murders are committed, until [the murderer] 
halh gone below the earth; and when dead he is not quite 
' J. e. whMher ihe standa or sits. Surges reads caru^cp^. But sea 

^ I have added a note of intfrrogation vith Schutz and Pnlej. 
' lUad iTDii'di' with Aldus. 

* Compare the incantationi in Macheth, iv. 1, and Kirke Wliit^i 
Oondolii 
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free. But over llie vietim fbe lliis 1ihe| floii|^ frsog^t widi 
madneen, distractiiig, mind-oeBtioyiiig tfie hymn of the Furieet 
tiMt ehaniifl muide, without llie ly^ 

Bivtale. This lot wee angned to 110 at oar fairdi: to Iraqp 
our hands from Ihe inunortali, nor is there any oommon 
frederwithns; and of idiite garments am I ever deathote and 
devoid. For I take mran myself the overthrow of hooaes, 
when Maze, heing kinimd, has slam a friend. Hini intentfy 
pursuinff, oh! straig Ihoa^ he he, we destnnr, beoanae oif 
neidy-shed blood. And earnestly striving to take away from 
. another Ihis care, and to eflbot an exemption for the go^ in 
regard to pmvers offered to me, and not to come intoqaestioQ 
of arfaitzationM for Jove deems unworthy of his oonverse tfiii 
hlood-dripping jusUy-hated band. For aaddenly leaping Dram 
above J bnng down the strengtii of ny foot witfahMvyfrdl, limte 
diat oanse t& swift* to trip, an intblenibleoalamx^. And tine 
thon^ts of men even when verr hrfty benealh the d^, VFaste 
away , and decrease down to earth mihonoared, at oar approach 
dad in oar blade garments, and at the hated daneea of oar 
feet But foiling he knows not this, throagh his foolish 
distraction : such darkness hovers npon the man on accoont 
of his crime, and rumour with many groans proclaims* the 
murky doud against regard to the house. For 'tis fixed^. 
But we are* both quick of contrivance and persevering in 
accomplishing it, and awfully mindful of evil deeds, and impla- 
cable to mortals, executing an office ignoble aud imhonoured, 
apart from gods with a sunless torch, m a way alike difficult 
to be trodden by those who see and by the blind*. Who then 
of mortals dreads not and fears these, hearing my office con- 
firmed by &te, given perfect from the gods: but my ancient 

^ See Paley. We must read Bvra ircp« with Hermann, and amv^o* 
pAva with Barges. See Dindorf. 

* Linwood piwfers <r0aXcpd wcp rawipSfioiQ, referring to Mnsgr. on 
Soph. Ant. 779 ; Blomf. on Prom. 939. The common reading he would 
translate, ** exerting in nmning their stumbling limbs." 

' Paley prefers tddng aiSarcu passively, and &x\^ as an accusative 
of consequence, "qose et ipsa sit caligo tenebrosa.'' Jelf, § 556 (as 
would appear firom tiie Index), follows the usoal interpretation. 

^ Hermann compares Agam. 1563. 

* The scholiast rightly supplies iv/Uv. Ct Jel^ § 376« a. 

* t. f. the Uving or the dead. 
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houour renuuDS to mc, nor do I meet with i^ominy. though 
poasessing a station beneath the earth and eimlees darkness. 

MiN. From aGir I heard the sound of a voice from Scaman- 
der. where I occup)-', a hmd wLich in truth the leaders and 
chiefe of the Greeks, a great portion of the captured possee- 
sioos, asRi^cd for ever to me, root and branch, a choeen (pft 
to the children of Theseus. From thence 1 have come, plymg 
an unwearied foot, without wings with rustling noise bran- 
dishing my hollow Hjgis', having yoked this car to TigoroUB 
steeds. Dut beholding this strange company, I am by no 
means afraid, but a wonder is beftire my eyes. \Mio, pmy, 
are you ? I speak to all in common : both to this sCt&nger 
seated at my image, and to you resembling no race of beings 
produced, nor beheld among goddesses by gods, nor yet like 
to mortal forms; but for neighbours to speak ill of one 
deformed is tar from pro{H.'r, and j ustice is absent from it. 

Ch. You shall hear oil things briefly, daughter of Jove ; 
for we are the children of dork night, and we Are called Furiea 
in the abodes beneath the earth. 

MiN. I know indeed your race, and fume according witb 

Ch. You shall quicklv for certain now hear my honours. 
MiN. I would learn them, if some one would give a plain 
account. 

Ch. We drive man-slayers from their homes. 

MiN. And where is the end of flight to lum who has aloin? 

Ch. Where to rejoice w by no means usual. 

Mls. Do you proclaim such tlight for this man too ? 

' But «>mp»™ Hallcr, p. 123. "Minerr* mjs she heird the voice of 
Omtei from «fiir »t [he banlu of the Scsmander, whire ibe bad Jort' 
ilallfd/oreijfn imrjiatioii iy laiinf peaeiiioti of the coaatr; usigned u 
a meed of hoDtnir to the Atbealuu uid to hendf bj the Allied Greeka 
before Trojr. Thi« i» obviaotl; ibe meaning of rara^0aTov/iivi). not 
■ impl^ '^ KaratTufiivij, bm Hesjchiua eiplairiB it, but ^ fOavowra 
taraientiiiyj). It is well kuown. that froin Cbe time of Pbi7no ■nd 
PinacDi the Athenioaa wsn engaged in ■ dispate with the Lesbiaaa 
reapectiog thi cout of Troai niuud Sigdum." Sbb ths enulita 

' Botbe'i conjecture, Afy(«ic, ii Terj elegant, aigni^ng the £geui 
Sea. But see Mnller, p. 103. 1 caunol Tery cleorlj uiidersbuitt HinEmV 
■nude of GODiojaooe. It wu daubtleM tomethiDg lerjr denr. 
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Ck. [Yes.] For.he has though proper trf be fiie murderer 
of his mother. 

Miv. Not dreading the wrath of any oflier n eee esity ? 

Ck. For idiere is roch an incentiTe aa to day a mother? 

Miv. Two parties being present, half the tale ia presenl^. 

Ck. But he would not receive an oath, nor is willing to 
give one*. 

MiK« Ton wish rather to have the fiune of juatioe than to 
act according to it 

Ch. How so? declare; for yon are not deficient in wise 
wordfl^. 

Mnr. I say, that by oaths, unjust things do not oonqueir. 

Ck. But inquire, and adjudge an iqiright judgment. 

MiK. Would you commit even to me the decision of the 
cause? 



^ i. 1. 1 hxn only heard one fide of the qneetioii. 

* " Tlieie wordi cannot be ondentood without ftnt of all bearing in 
mind the original signification of 5proc ; namdj, tlie object whereby one 
takes oath and binding on the oonsdenoe of tlie party taking oath. This 
object is named to the challenged by the challenging party ; for instance^ 
the head of his child, or such and snch gods. This is called giving an 
hpKOQ. In the next place it must be kept in view, that an oath of this 
kind, demanded of, or tendered to one party by the other, forms part of 
the evidence. For that evidence required a challenge (7rp6icX>;(ri^) and 
the acceptation of it : both parties must be agreed to rest the decision of 
the suit on the oath of one of the two parties, before the oath could be 

admitted and stand as substantive evidence The meaning then 

of what the Erinnys say is this: ' Orestes will scarcely allow us to name 
the oath which he shall take to attest his innocence, nor will he readily 
consent to let the verdict depend upon our swearing to his guilt by what> 
ever oath he shall please to propose to us ;' and they are perfectly right 
in their opinion. But Minerva very properly refuses to admit such a 
mode of decision in this case, as being a mere show of the right, by which 
she will not allow the wrong to gain the day.'* Muller, p. 177, sq. 
The same elegant critic observes that iBschylus does not allude to the 
customary oath used in the Court of Areopagus, — (on which the student 
may compare the following passages of the Greek Orators : Demosth. in 
Aristocr. p. 642; Antiphon de csede Herod, p. 716 ; Lysias in Theomn. 
p. 352, 3; Dinarchus in Demosth. p. 35, ed. Reiske) — "because it has 
no specific significance in this particular case ; just as the oath of the 
Areopagites to do strict justice is frequently referred to in the coarse of 
the play, but is not actually administered in the theatre.'' 

' But MS. Neap. irlXci, whence Linwood would read ovv irlXcu 
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Ch. And how not? aa we reverence you woruiy 
things'. 

MiK. What do you wish, stranger, 
turn to these things? But having told you 
and your misfortunes, alter that repel diis charge; if, trusting 
to justice, you sit keeping station at this image beside my 
shiine, a venerated suppliant after the fashion of Ixion'. To 
all these answer something easily understood by me. 

Ob. Queen Minerva, first will 1 remove the great care, 
fevident] Irom your last words. I am not contamluated, nor 
docs pollution adhere to my htind that clasps' your image. 
And I will tell you a great proof of these things. It is the 
law that one whose hands are stained with murder be silent, 
iintil by a man who cleanses from the impurity of blood, the 
slaughter of a young victim have sprinkled tiim with gore. 
Long since I have heen thus purified at other abodes, both 
with animals, and flowing streara,s ; therefore, indeed. 1 dismiss 
this your care. But what my race is, you shall quickly hear. 
I am an At^ive, and well do you know my lather, Agameni' 
non*, leader of naval heroes; with whom you made thel'rojaa 
city of lliun no city. He perished not gloriously, having 
come to his home : for my dark-soukd mother slew him, 
having wrapt him in artful toils, [and she herself] bore wit- 
uess to the murder of the bath. And I returning home, 
having been an exile the time before this, slew her who gave 
me bu-th, I will not deny it, with the vengeance of retributory 
slaughter, on account of my dearest father. And of these 
things ApoUo is in conunon guilty, declaring sting-like woes 
to my heart if I should not do some of these things to the 
murderers. But do you, whether justly, or not, decide the 
cause ; for however I shall have fared with you, I shall assent 

MiK. The thing is too great, if any mortal thinVw to judge 
it; nor yet is it lawful for me to determine a cause of slaughter 

1 I ahoold prefer iVay liralfue (Ct. Soph. (Ed. Tjr, 133) to taj o, 
the cOQJeetnreB yet prqpoaed. 

' An etymological aJlusiun. See Muller, p. Hi. 

' Diiidorf prefers ff q/uvoir, vith Durges. 

' This pssEOge seemi to have been in the mind of I,iltauin», in hi» de- 
haee ol Orestes, t. J. p. 283. 
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qnidt to wradi, and e6peeia% if^ you indeed liaTing f^epeaed 
at the same time, have oome a aap^iant pure and guudesa to 
Bijabodea. - But nerertheiefls I veoeive yoUr bdn^ blaiAdess 
ia my ctty. But theae p oaoc a a an Mce not easily aft aflide^ 
and not Baving obtained nctoty: poison froasL Hieir mmda 
banda^ fidlen hereafter upon Uie plain [will be] an i^dbraUe 
dire diaeaae. Theae thii^« indeed^ are aos that both rammi, 
but to dismiaa both, without imry k in^poaaiUe lor ms^^ 
But aince this tMng has oome hitiicr, idioostng^ sworn judges 
of mmder I will widko a law Ibr ever. But do you oaiias 
endence and proofe, oaths'to tdd jrour eauas. But I hai^uig 
aeleeiedthe bMt of ny oitiaens wiU eome, to detennmie ^is 
natter rigMy, thoae who giye no un|U8t oath in H^eir minds^. 
Cs« Now [will] there 1^ a revolution of* new l^wa, if Hw 
oanae and suiH of th» matdoide ahall prevaiL Hiia deed 
now by ita noility^ will prompt all mortals, to £the aame] and 



. ^ «f/^ i. «• ml t(, VtkifB ooi q 6etaii% teoHM mentiL .to te nofte^ aad 
%iitiiwr'f fint Ezoaiwiff <ai itbe Iliads 

' I. €. hut the natiire o^ these is Biie1b« Ihat thqr cum<ft fie easOf dfis« 
ndflsed. The oonstrnctioii is very irregular, rvxovcrai the scholiast con- 
siders as put for rvxovo'iliii'. Witii the following words we must uihler- 
stand icTTai. There is the same want of a finite verb in Sept. c. Th. 189. 
Kparovtra fikv ydp o{fX> bfiiXtiTbv Bpdtrog, Atiffaffa ^, oiKtp xal iroXu 
^Xsov KUKov. This is not the case in the examples in Jelf 's Gk« 6r. 
§ 707. 

' This is clearly absurd, vkfinv is the conjecture of Paley; /x' IXcTv of 
Linwood. Dindorf distinguishes and reads thus : Toiavra fikv Tad* Itrriv 
AfjtpdTspa, fikvtiv, Hkfi'ireiv rt dvtnrrifiavT dfirivirwc ifioi, i,e. ** whe- 
l^r they stay, or I send them away." But in such opposed phrases the 
▼erbs generally refer to the same person. Perhaps ^schylus wrote, 
Toiavra fikv tclS* iffTiv diupdrtpa voiXv 
TrkfjiTreiv Si dvtnrrifiavT* afiijviTiijQ e^ioL 
Hie readbg AfitiviToitc is preserved by the scholiast. 

* Read bpKiovg aipovfisvrf with Pearson and Dindorf. Hence arises 
the tradition that the Areopagus was founded by Minerva. See the note 
above. ||; 

* Read *6pKov iropovTac with Hermann, and ippdaeiv with Markland. 
See Dindorf and Paley. On rd fikXrajTa see Muller, p. 17^. 

' t. e. brought about in such a manner as to break up the old insti- 
tutesj and introduce new ones. 
' Compare the Cenci, act. v. 4. 

I urged him stiH; 
Pleading, as I could guess, the devilish wrong, 
Which prompted your unnatural parent's deaths 



many certain aafierings froin wounds inflieteJ by children, 
await parents in time hereafter. For neither will any wrath 
of as meo -regarding Meenods creep on because of evil deeds: 
I will leave* all death unpunifbed, and oae will ask from 
another, declariDg the evil deeds of his kindred a WBBation, 
and remission from ills no longer certain': but the wretch in 
vain will console himself. Nor let any one struck by misfor- 
tune invoke us, pouring forth these words, Justice, and O 
thrones of the Furies! With such eipresEiona some father 
perhaps, or mother newly afflicted, may wail a wailing: since 
the house of Justice falls. Some times fear, sitting in the 
right place, and controlling tbe eoul, will terrify it. It is 
good to grow wise under sorrow. But who keeping no tear 
in his bhthesome heart, either city or mortal alike, would 
any longer reverence justice? Praise neither a life free from 
rule, nor lorded over; to every mean the god affords power, 
but othei things he differently reganlB. But I speak a fitting 
word ; insolence is the cluld of impiety, most assuredly ; but 
from sanity of mini' «imes prosperity dear to all and raach 
Bought. But altogether I soy to you, revere the altar of 
Justice, nor, looking to gain, diahonour it by trampling on it 
with godless foot. For punishment will follow; a deci- 
sive end awaits. Therefore let every one honour duly the 
sanctity of parents, and revei'ence the intercourse of hos- 
pitable abodes. He who is willingly just without neces- 
sity shall not be unhappy; utterly destroyed, at least, he 
can never be. But I declare that the tran^;resBor who dorea 
things contrary, will throw all things into confusion without 

C.ice, [and shall perish] by violence in time, when trouble 
seized his sails, the sail-yard being broken. And he 
invokes those who listen not, in the midst of an uneon- 



I 
I 







And he retilied: 


" Paolo SanU Crace 












Murdered his mother yesWr ei'eiiing, 












And he is Bed. 


Parricide grons su rife 












That 8O0n, for i 


tome iuat«.«« no doubt 


, the yai 


ing 








WillBlrangteuB 


1 all doling in our chairs. 










' Th 


ere are some douhl about the right mea 




l$^»«. Paley 


think* 1 


there mej poasiblj 


be an alloaioii lo fjifiri! 


:. But 


l^.„, 


C tan only 








tribunal to another, or 


from U 




o^totha 


pe 


■opie 


(see FoUui, Till. .6, p. 3BDJ. I think df ^u mnrt be the oor. 1 



' See Paiej uid Linwood. 



i 



whirlpool; but the deity laughs at the bold man, 
him, no longer boasting, bound in calamity from 
o escape, nor surmounting the summit: but haring 
d his former prosperity OQ the rock of Justice, unwept, 
nm, he ia for ever lost. 
lliF. Proclaim, herald', and keep back the people: and let 
tfotnerang Tuscan trumpet, filled with mortal breath, pour 
fem its thrilling voice to the multitude. For this assembly 
bong filkd, it is fitting to be silent, and that even all the 
eiXf tat ever loam my laws, and this man, tliat the cause may 
be duly delennined*. 

Cn. King Apollo, role tiia tlungs tiait belong to yaa. 
WhaX have yoa to do «itli thii matter, ny. 

'Ap. Botb to give erideaca bsm I oome {far diu maa h a 
nQipliant of my dvellnig' and agoett Of my abodes; and I 
am the cleanser of this murder) and [I have eomej myself to 
plead tlie cans^ with him; but I bear tlie blame .of the 
■lai^hter of thla maa'a modier. Bat do tlxm fMioerraj, 
open, at yon knov how, this danae, vith a 'riew to deciding it 

^ Schol. Mermogeiiis apad Meon. AreopAg. p. 45. tirt tov iv 'Apeiy 
irajif lii:aaTi)gi{ni, xpijaic irpooijifui' air ^v, rqpuC yip trpon^utd ry 
ilaiovTi, li-nrt TTpoei/idJou, /iTrt UiXiyi. Cf. Themiflt. Or. XXVI, 
p. 311. Hard. The c^puf probablj ma oiigindlj oolj emploTed to call 
the attentuju of the people, but a^'^ards to declare mch reBtraJut aa die 
court thonght fit to tet npon tb> yioAen, Following the example of 
Moller, I ihall atlempt to draw aome comparuou betneen tha regular 
procsti of tbe Anopagua ukd the proceca here described by .£ach;las. 
Oa tbe duties of the E^pvEi compsra PoUdi, IV. 12. According to 
CBttom, he <rould here have nimmoued the iccnser. Cf. Apul. Met. III. 
p. 130. " pncconii uuplo boatn dCatua accaaator — eisurgit." X. p. 241. 
"JuBBiu prsco proDuntiat: PAT&sa iv cuaiAH convbniabnt. Qui- 
bua protinni diguitaCs jure conaneta loca residendbua, rarsnm pneconia 
TOcaCn, primus accuaator incidit. Tone demum damsCns indncitur etiam 
reus: et eiempla legis Atticie, Hartiiqae judicu, causie patroniu de- 
nimtiat prKco, Deque priacipiB dtcere, neqne miseradonem commoTere." 

> So Dindorf' a text. But Muller, p. lOS. and Pale; retain Tuvii, 
underalanding it of Oreates and the Pnries : " tt ia onifM lemput civi. 
iaiem, el Rune uf Aorum lit dijuJicettir." 

' Dindorf rightlf recdvea Burgts' emeudation, vtiitf. 

' 'Sivltcoc, avviiai, aovtaaZiiv, are generally uaed of tbe advocate 
on tbe aide of the accnaed. Cf. Polioi, Till. 5, p. 382. Andocidea da 
mnt. p. 74. ed. Reieke. But in v. 361, the EuDieiiidea are atyled th* 
«iyiucei of ClytKBUKatn. 
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MiN. It is with you to speiilt, but I open the cause' ; for 
the accuser, speaking first fiom the beginning, should be 
rightly the explainer of the matter. 

Ch. We are many, indeed, but we will speak briefly; and 
do you answer word for word, giving ii in your turn : say 
first if you slew your mother. 

Ob. Islewher; of this there is no denial. 

Ch. This now, indeed, is one of the three wrestlings '. 

Ok. You speak these boasting words on me not yet 
prostraiB. 

Ch, Nerertheless it behovea you to declare how yon slew i 
her. 

Ob. I will tell; with sword-drawing hand having cut her 
on the neck. i 

Ch. But by whom were you persuaded, and by whose ] 
cjiinsels? 

Ob. By the OTOcles of this ^d; and he bears witness to { 

Ch. Did the prophet advise you to slay your mother? 

Ob. And so far ever I blame not fortune. 

Ch. But if the condemning vote shall seize you, pei'haps 1 
you will say other things. t 

Ob. I am confident, and my father will send aid from the I 
tomb». ] 

Ch. Put trust now in the dend, having slain your mother ! 1 
" Oe. For she had the eoncurrenee of two pollutions. 
^^Ch. How bo? inform the judges of these things. 
^BOb. Having slain her husband she murdered my father. 

I Compare the passage of Apuleiua Just qnoled. Minena acts ni tlna. 
ywyf^C, aa presideat of the court. (But see Pollux. VIII. B, p. 3HH.) 
■' the parties plead againet each othw in short and plain BenlEnces; long 
epftechea heing agaiuBt the u&aga of the Areopagas as well as contrary to 
the taste of our poet. Tha only one who Bpealts at all at length ii Apollo, 'l 
and in hia caae it is rery allowable, since he ia not onlj advooatfl for 1 
Orestes, but alao Eiegetes .... is suuh, he expounds ths natun of justi- 
fiable homiddB aa well as the other exculpatory circuaiBtancsB to [ha dear 
comprehension of the judges." MuUer, p. ITD, sq. ' 

' i. e. this is one great paint gained on our «de. In wrestling, tlis 
third throw detemiiaed the victory. See the learned note of Blomfield 
(apud l.inwood). 

> Cumpare m^ note on Soph. (Ed. Col. 998. 
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Ch. Thei^ore you, indeed, live, but she is free [from the 
punishment] of slaughter. 

0&. But why did you not driye her out by exile when aliye^ ? 

Ch. She was not the kindred of the man wh(mi she slew. 

Ob. But am I allied by blood to my mother? 

Ch. Yes, for did she not nourish you within her zone, 
blood-stained r do you disown the most dear blood of your 
mother? 

Ob. Now do you give testimony. But declare for me, 
Apollo, if I slew her with justice : for we do not deny that 
we have done it, as it is done: but if this blood seem to your 
mind justly or imjustly shed, judge, that I may speak to 
these. 

Af. I will speak justly to you, this great council of Mi- 
nerva, and being a prophet I will not lie. , Never at any time 
have I spoken in my prophetic shrine either concerning man, 
woman, or city, what Jove £Either of the Olympians has not 
commanded. Learn, with respect to this justice, of how 
great power it is; but I bid you obey the counsel of my 
father, for an oath by no means is more powerful than Jove. 

Ch. Jove, as you say, gave this oracle*, that you should 
tell this Orestes, having avenged the murder of his father 
by no means to regard the reverence due to his mother. 

Ap. [Yes.] For it is not the same thing that a noble hero 
should die, honoured with Jove-given sceptres, and that, too, by 
a woman, not by impetuous far-darting bows, like an Amazon, 
but as Pallas shall hear, and they who sit to decide by vote 
concerning this matter. For having received him on his re- 
turn from the expedition, where he had gained the greatest 
honours in the best manner according to the opinion of those 
well-inclined to him', in the washing-place as he was passing 

* See Muller, § 48, p. 135. who folly illustrates the difficulty under 
which Orestes laboured in this respect. 

^ Burges, Xlycif (rot Tovdt, which Dindorf seems to approve. On 
Apollo's duty as iKvyV'VSf see Muller, § 74. 

* The passage is confessedly unintelligible. Botha reads 17 ^pao-ai for 
ev<l>po(TiVy which Linwood, in his Lexicon, approves, reading dfieivov 
(with Aldus), and joining dfieivov 17 tpgdaai didtyfifvrj. He renders the 
whole passage thus: " receiving him with a bath, more courteously than 
can be expressed, upon his return from the erpedition, where he had 
gained the utmost honours — as he was passing through the water and 



through the bath, and at the end covenid him with a robe, 
and having entangled her husliaiid in an artfully- woven cir. 
culor garment ahe struck him. This fate, indeed, of thS 
hero all-venerable, the commaiidcaof ships, hae been told to 
you: this woman have I described aa euch. that the aesembly 
laay be stung with indignation, which has been appointed 
to determine this cause. 

Ch. Jove by your accoimt respects the death of a father; 
but he himself bound his aged father Saturn*. How do you 
say that thoae things are not contrary to those f But I call 
you as witnesses to hear these things. 

Af. O all-hated monsters, abhorred by the gods, from. 
fetters, indeed, (there is a cure for this) even many a 
liberating device might have released him'. But when the 
dust has drunk up the blood of a man once dead, there is no 
raising it up. For these things my father has not made B 
charm.; but be appoints all other things tuniing them up and 
down, in no wise panting in' his strength, 

Ch. But see how youTdefead] this man contrary to justice, 
that he may escape. Having poured out ou the plain the 
hindred blood of his mother, shall he then inhabit the house 
of his father in Ai^s? using which of the public attars? and 
what laver of his tribe shall receive him ? 

Ap. This, too, will I declare, and learn how rightly I apeaki 
She is nut the mother who is called the parent of the child, 
but nurse of the newly-sown ofispring". But the mole is the 
generative source, and she like a stranger preserves the plant 
for a stranger, for those whom the god may not have injured. 
But I will shew you a proof of these words ; a father might be 
without a mother; the daughter of Olympian Jove is close at 
had riachid thf end (of the veiml, or, uAm he had ended hie atMions), 
the thrra ovtr him a eloak," etc But see the notes i>f tUe sums HchoUr 
ill his edition. There u doubtless a Iscqiib. 

' Tho lame srguincnc a fscetiouel; abyumd by Aristoph. Nub. UOl. 
n^c Sr,Ta iitYK ovp'k i Zevc Oi'v airoXuiX>v roi' trorip' airev H^aast 
thie fable ^ve great ofience to PkU. See Rep. p. 429. G. sq. imitated 
b; Diotiys. Ho). AM. Rota. II. 39. C(. SaUutit. de Diia { .1, p. 2i6. ed. 
Gale. Nunenius spud Biueb. Pnep. £t. Xtll. 5; Ciem. Alexondr. 
Apol. p. 8, 25; Sylburg. Miuutius Felix Oct. | 22. 

* So IJnwood, taliiag fori tbvS' Skoc pgrcnllietioallj. 
batter than supplying nc with Xiauiv. 

* Ct £urip. Oteat. bb2, tqq, ind tng;m, xxxi. Diiid. 
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hand tu a witness, noL* nourished in the darkness of the womb, 
but such a plant as no goddess could have produced. But I, 
Pallas, both in other things, as for as I am able, will make 
your slate and people great, and I sent this man aa an inmate 
of your abodes, that he niiRht be fiiithful for ever. And may 
you possess him as an ally. O goddess, and his descendants: 
and nitty these things remain eternally, that posterity observe 
the covenant of these. 

MtN. Now I bid these according to their opinion pass a 
juat sentence, as enough has been said. 

Ch. By us now. indeed, every shaft has been shot; and I 
wait to hear how the contest will be determined, 

MiM. For why? how giving sentence shall I be unblamed 
by you? 

Ch. You have heard what you have heard, but passing a 
vote with your heart, revere, O strangers, your oath. 

Mill. You Atjic people now hear the law, judfjing the first 
cause of the shedding of blood: and moreover this court of 
radges shall remain hereafter for ever to the people of jEgeus. 
But foi'* this hiU of Mars, the seat and tents of the Amazons, 
when they came wagiiif; wai- through hatred of The.Keue. and 
then built towers opposite to this new loily-towered city"; and 
they sacrificed U> Mara, whence the rock derives its name, and 
the hill of Mars — in this [hill], then, the reverence of the 
citizens, and its ally, fear shall restrain them from acting un- 
justly, both by day and by night alike, if the citizens them- 
selves do not tamper with* the laws. But by an evil influx and 

' Scliuti read oit. Dindorf think) Mmcthiiig hu been lost. 

' See Schutx and Palej. Tbs aimple eipreufaD would have been, iv 
ti riyiii 'Afiitf rifli — iv li rif ni^ias. 

» Muller, p. 98, note. " The only way in which I can understand Hiia 
paaaige i>, that the Amazoaa aaaail the new fortress (i. t. the town and 
citadel built by Theseus) by means of a couDter-fartress of the Areopagus 
(like the Fenians in HerodoC. YIII. 52); and in support of this senae at 
ivninipyoov 'ri\iv, I instance the eipressiou dvrioidv nvd, ' to asaail 

* Dindorf end Paley read iii) 'vixpaivivTav with Wakefield, With 
the sense compare Isocrates Onit. Areop. p. 120, ed. Auger. 'tSouitv &v 
roi)f iv roT^ aXXcL£ rpajfiatnv obK ivtKToi^ £vrfif, iTriiOav t'lQ Xpttov 

voiiilUHt, 4 TaiE aiiruir Ksieiaic lufiimvTas. Toooiitbv Uiivoi f60ov 
vote ret^poTc tvairt^r/AaavrOt fcai rocrovrov fiv^fiiiov iv rtf t6icv r^ 
Ittarmy dp-Tqc ul ati^foaiivytS i^inirtXim'. 




by mud polluting the clear water, never wilt thoi 
drauglit. I eounsel my citizena with regard' to ■ 
neither anarchy nor tyranny; and not to Cast all fear out of 
the city- For who of mortals, that fears nothing, is just' 
Awed justly therefore by such an object of reverence, you 
would have both a defence of your country and safeguard of 
yoiir city, such as no men possess. Neither arnong the 
Scythians nor in the realms of Pelops have I appointed Una 
court. Untouched' by gain, venerable, quick to vengeance, a 
watchful guard over those who sleep*. This exhortation, in- 
deed, I have extended for my citizens in regard to the ftiture. 
But it behoves you to rise, and give your voles, and determine 
the cause reverencing the oath. My say is said. 

Ch, And yet I counsel you by no means to dishonow 
this dire band of [the infernal] region. 

Ap. And I, for my part, hid you fear both my oraclca and 
those of Jove, nor to render them fruitless. 

Ch. But you regard matters ol bloodshed, not having been 
allotted suOT office ; and no longer remaining here ■will you 
litter pure oracles. 

Ap, Was my father, too, in any way Tnistaken in his 
counsels in the supplication of Ixion, for the first slaughter? -i 

Ch. Say on; but I, not having obtained my justice, will 
heavily again haunt this land. 

Ap. But both among the young and the old gods you arp 
unhonoured: but I shall prevail. 

Ch. Such things you did also in the house of Pheres*, and 
persuaded the Fates to make mortals free from dealh. 

Ap. Is it not just to do good to him who reveres you, 
especially when he may chance to bo in need of it ? 

Ch. You indeed having overcome the old deities, deceived 
with wine, the ancient goddesses. 

Ap. You indeed presently, not having the end of yonr cause, 
Bhall vomit your poison, by no means hurtfid to your enemies. 

Ch. Since you, a youth, are liding down me in years, I will 

' The old reading iripiirriWovin it preferred b^ Dindorf in his m 
Tlie other is due to Porson. 

> But it it better to read np^uv I' litb Schweok, 

* Hermann's re/nuw is preferred by Diudorf. 

• Cf. Eurip. Alcest. 2t), sq({. 
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remain auditor of this cause, as being doubtful whether I 
should be enraged'at the city. 

MiN. This is my business, that I last determine the cause; 
but I will add this^, my vote, in favour of Orestes : for there 
is no mother who produced me. But I praise the male in all 
things, save in obtaining marriage, with all my soul; and I 
am entirely on my £Either's side. Thus I will not set higher 
price on the fate of a *woman who slew her husband, the lord 
of the house. But Orestes prevails, even if he be judged with 
equal votes. Cast out the lots from the vessel as quickly as 
possible, you to whom of the judges this office has been 
assigned. 

0&. O Phcebus Apollo, how will the contest be deter- 
mined? 

Ch. O black Night, mother, dost thou behold these 
things? 

Ob. Now is it for me the moment of the noose, or to see 
the light. 

Ch. But for us to perish, or to extend our honours 
rather. 

Ap. Count rightly the casting out of the votes, strangers, 
reverencing justice in the dixision; for from one suffrage 
being absent aiises great calamity, and one vote cast in, raises 
up an house. 

MiN. This man has escaped the doom of blood: for the 
number of the votes is equal. 

Or. O Pallas, O thou who hast preserved my house, and 
me deprived of my native land, you in truth have restored me 
to my home; and one of the Greeks will say "the man again 
is* an Argive, and dwells among his paternal possessions," by 
the will of Pallas and of Loxias and of the third preserver Jove 
who rules all things, who paying respect to my father's fate 
preserves me beholding these defenders of the cause of my 
mother. But I to this country and to your people hereafter, 
for all time however long having made an oath, now depart 
home, that no helmsman of the land having come hither 

* See the elaborate notes of Stanley and Dindorf, also Meurs. de Areop 
§ 10, p. 88, &qq.; and Muller, p. 243, sqq.; and p. 180, sqq. It is of no 
use to enter further into a question so admirably treated already, 

2 i. e. again received among his fellow-citizens. On the previous posi- 
tion of Orestes, see Muller^ § 50, p. 137, sqq. 
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Bhall bear agwnat you the well -prepared spear. For we 
ouraeiveH being then in the tomb, to those who violate my 
present oaths, will, by calamities not to be avoided, reuder- 
lug their march AUI of diBmay and evil omens, cause them to 
repent oi' their toU. But to those who assist and honour ever 
tbis city of Pallas with confederate spear, to them we will be 
kindly disposed. And farewell both thou [O goddess], and 
tie people who inhabit the city, may you poasesB a contest 
not to be avoided by your enemies, both the source of safety 
and of victory with tbe spear. 

Ch'. O youthful gods, you have ridden down the ancient 
laws, and have snatched [him] from my hands. But 1 dis- 
liotioured. miserable, inflamed with rage, in this land, ah, ah! 
will pour forth, in return for my sorrow, a drop from my 
heart on the ground causing sterility, and from it a venom 
destroving Itaves and children (O Justice!) rushing on the 

flain, shall oast mortal-destroying stains in the country. Shall 
groan? what shall I do? what will become of me? I have 
suffered things intolerable to tlie citizens*. Ah ! most wretched 
in truth' are the daughters of Night grieving for their difl- 

MiN, Be persuaded by me, so as not to bear it hardly : for 
you have not been conquered, but the cause in truth fell out 
with equal votes, not for your disgrace. Besides clear testi- 
monies from Jove were present, and he who gave tie oracle, 
he himself bore witness, that Orestes having done these things 
should not suffer ill. But do not you let fall your heavy wrath 
on this land, be not enraged, nor cause sterility, sending forth 
drops from your lungs, dire darts consuming the seed. For I 
most justly promise to you. that you. seated at the shining 
Lcarths, eheil possess temples and shrines in a just land, 
bonoured by these citieens. 

Ch. O youthful gods, you have trampled on the ancient 
laws, and have snatched [|hiin] from my hands. But I dis- 
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«atreB, ai in the Eogliah, if thr hearpr» 
:ioD uf these long dirges. It is but fair 
ir editors are unuiiiDOiii in retaining them. 
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hononrecU miwraUe, inflamed with rage, in lliis land, ah, ah! 
will pour forthf in return lor my aocrow, ft drc^ from nay heart 
on the ground eansing sterility, and from it ft ▼enom deatrof- 
ing leftves and children (O Joadoe!) mahingon the plain, shall 
east mortal-destroying stains in the ooontry. ShaU I groan? 
what shall I do? what will heoome of me} I have aofoed 
things intolerahle to the citizens. Ah! most wretched in truth 
are &e daughters of Night grieving for their disgrace. 

MiK. You are not dishonoured, ncv, through your ezoessive 
wrath, do you goddesses make the land of mortala inonraUe. 
I too have trust in Jove, — and what need to say any thing d 
that? And I alone' of gods know the keys of the abodes m 
which the'thunder is seued up: but there is no need of this. 
But persuaded by me, do not cast forth upon the ground the 
fruit of a froward tongue, causing aU tilings to torn out iU. 
Lull the bitter rage of the black billow, as Tenerated and a 
dweller with me: and hereaffcer having for ever the firat-fiuitB 
of the sacrifices of tins ample realm, for children and tiie rites 
of marriage, you will praise these my words. 

Ch. That I should have suffered these things! alas! that I 
wretched should dwell on earth! alas! a dishonourable pollu- 
tion ! Therefore I breathe forth my rage, and all my wrath. 
Oh! oh! Earth! alas! what anguish pierces my sides! hear my 
rage, mother Night! for the crafty wiles of the gods have 
deprived me of my public* honours as if of no account. 

MiN. I will bear with your passion; for you are older; and 
certainly indeed you are much more wise than I : but to me 
too Jove has given no small share of wisdom. But you having 
come into a land of strangers will be loved by this coun- 
try: I foretell these things: for time as it rolls on will be 
more fraught with honour to these citizens. And you shall 
possess a seat at the abode of Erectheis, honoured by men and 
by the train of women, such as you never could obtain from 
other mortals. But do not you in my realms cast either bloody 

^ Cf. Senrius on Virg. JSn. I. 46, quoted by Stanley. For the enters 
tainment of the reader, I will quote a few verses of Martianus Capella. 
Pr«f. VI. 

Hmc nam tergcminse rutilant de vertice cristae. 

Quod dux sanguines pnesulque corusca duello : 

Vel tibi quod fiilget rapiturque triangulus ignis. 

3 Dindorf prefers drivaiav, comparing ykpas naXatbv vs. 394 
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whetBtones, a destruction tg the entraiis of youths, rendering 
them frantic with rage not excited by wine; nor rousing' them 
like the heart of cocks, among my citizens plant Mara both civil 
and bold against each other. Let there he a foreign war, not 
a present broil with difficulty, in -which there shall be a violent 
love of glory ; but I mention not the fight of the domestic bird. 
It is allowed you to choose such things from me, doing well, 
receiving well, well honoured, to ehare this god-loved country, 
Ch. That I should have suffered these things! alas! that I 
wretched should dwell on earth ! alas ! a dishonourable pollu- 
tion! Therefore I breathe forth my rage, and all my wrath. 
Oh! oh! Earth! alas! what anguien pierces my sides! hear 
my rage, mother Night! for the crafty wiles of the gods have 
deprived me of my public honours as if of no account. 

' Burges reads ilajo«a', nhicb Ib ^letter. But see Dindorf. Pi<le] 
puta a Btop after fii/^, Dhaerring : **iSpviT^s afir^v, catuara belli mlft- 
tiai. Id Tero non potuit facere, niei ei ipsia atibna priua eisecuisaet." 
Liiiwood aeema to prefer icKiova', MuagraTe'i conjecture. Palej well 
rritiarku that altDaion la made to cocktighdag, B favourite ps-idme with 
tilt; Atheaion youth. On the yearly dX^ETpiNii'uv aywv, see Fi " 
p, 340. ed. Boyd. The beauty of the folluwiug veraea will perhaps ei 
their being iDiuevhat irrelevant. 

Non ea pullaslroa pai et concordia Galloa 

Cnlligst: sternos exercent ungnibas iru; 

Atque abi rivalea inter majors moveutur 

Pro gregia imperio, dDl<3 pro conjoge bella; 

Nee doutinum nee habere parEm criataCa volu^ria 
J Y Ja™ petituri fixumque manet vel sanguine regBum 

■^ft Qusrere, vel claro vitam comTDiCtere Isto ; 

^H Non aylTU non autm iietuut secreta, led ipaaa 

^P Inter ehortia aves, qunrum prKsentii virea 

Eitimulat, placet ancipitl ooatendere bella. 

Dire ruhent: pugnse pneludia nulla, aed ambo 
Partibua odversis facta slmnl impete duris 
Pectora pectoribna quationt, tioatilis roatria 
Roatra petuat, atrictosqne repulaant unguibus ungufi, 
Avula* lolitant plumte: eruor irrigat artng; 
Necdum udite, ineque datum eatia borrida ; necdum 

Duetaque pulset ovans plaudentibua ilia pennis. 
Et auhlime caput circumferat, atque triumphans 
Occinat, et incat aalue jam regnet in aula. 

Vanier. Priediunj Rustieum. XII. p. 
This Valuer ma the ni^inal author of tbe " Gndua ad 
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Miir. By no means shall I be tired of speaking what is good 
for you ; that you may never say, that you an ancient goddess, 
did through me a younger, and through men that dwell in cities, 
depart dishonoured, inhospitably driven fix>m this land. But 
if mdeed the reverence of Persuasion is holy in your eyes, the 
soothing and winning power of my tongue, yon then would 
remain: but if you are imwilling to remain, neither justly 
would you bring upon this city any vengeance or anger, or 
hurt upon the people. For it is in your choice to be a eliarer 
of this land with me at least, duly honoured for ever. 

Ch. Queen Minerva, what seat do you say that I shall 
possess? 

MiN. One free from all misery : and do dion accept it. 

Ch. Grant I accept it, but what honour then awaits me ? 

MiN. That no house shall be prosperous without you. 

Ch. Will you bring this to pass, so that I shall have so 
great power ? 

MiN. [Yes.] For we will render events fortunate to him 
that reveres you. 

Ch. And will you warrant this to me for all time ? 

MiN. Yes; for it is unlawful for me to say, what I will 
not perform. 

Ch. You seem to soothe me, and I depart from my rage. 

MiN. ITierefore being in this land you shall possess friends. 

Ch. What then do you bid me wish to this land.^ 

MiN. Such things as regard good \ictoryS and these from 
the earth, and from the dews of the sea, and from heaven, 
and the gales of the winds blowing with clear sunshine to 
come upon this land; and that the fruit of the earth and of 
flocks flowing plenteously aboimding to the citizens fail not 
with time, and that there be safety of mortal seed. But may 
you be more inclined to root out the impious : for I cherish 
free from calamity, like a gardener, this race of just men here. 
Such be thy care. But with respect to illustrious warlike 
contests, I will not endure not to honour this city with vic- 
tory among mortals. 

Ch. I will accept the fellowship of Pallas, nor will I 
despise a city which even all-powerful Jove and Mars regard 
as the defence of the gods, the delight of the deities of Greece, 

^ Paley considers this as an euphemism against defeat. See his note. 
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■[•lotccting their Altai's. I'or which I pray, prxtphesyintt 
bt'nevolendy, that the bright roy of the sun cause to sprinij' 
Irom the earth goods useful for life in abiuidonce. 

MiN. 1 willingly do the»e thii^ for these my citizens, 
having settled in this place theee mighty deities, and hard to 
be appeased: for they have obtained by lot to administer all 
things regarding men. But he who has not found them 
genUe, knows nut whence come the ilia of life : for the sins of 
his forefathers lead him away to these, and silent destructioll 
with hostile wrath lais him low even while talking big. 

Ch. And let not tlie b'ee-destroying blight breathe — I 
speak my kindness — aiid let [not there be] the scorching 
heat that blasts the buds of plants, preventing them Ecout 
passing the bounds of their places; nor let the fruit- apoilinj, 
black disease creep on; and may this eoimtry rear at the 
appointed time flocks very plenteous with double increase; 
let the race of men that enjoys tlie riches of the earth, adore 
the gainful gift of the deities. 

Mm. Do you hear these things, guardians of the city, what 
she aceompbshea ? for the awttil Erinnys has great power 
both with the immortals, and with those beneath the earth, 
and with respect to men they manifestly and powerfully bring 
about to some indeed the song, but to otliera on the contrary 
alfording a life dimmed with tears. 

Ch. And 1 deprecate yonth-destroying untimely events; 
and do ye" grant wedded lives to lovely maids, ye supreme 
ruling goddesses, and &t«i, sisters bom of the same mother 
as we, deities of strict laws, common to every house, and in all 
time heavy in your just visitations in all things the most 
honoured of the gods. 

MiiT. I rejoice therefore, [these goddesses] willingly accom- 
plishing these things to my country; but I love the eyes of 
Persuasion, because she has wntched over my tongue and 
mouth against these fiercely refusing. But Jove of the formn 
has conqnered. and our strife to do goo^ prevails for ever. 

Cu. And I pray that sedition, insatiate of ills, may nevet 

[ conDot tubIcq up mf mEod ree]iecfing the nAdtiig. See DIndorf 
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Toar in this city: nor that the dust having drunk the hlack 
Mood of the citizens, bear away ftom the city the curse of 
dao^ter for slaughter, thronm the rage^ for ▼engeanoe'. 
But may they render to each otber in turn joyftd offices with 
thoughts for common weal, and hate with one mind: for this 
is a remedy for many things among mortals. 

if iir. IJo you thai, returning* to right thoughts, find the 
way of a good tongue? From uese dread &ces I see great 
gain to these citizens. For -you ever benevolent greatly 
honouring these benevolent, with respect to your righUy-just 
land and city shall all be illustrious while you live*. 

Ch. Farewell, in the prosperity of weuth, &rewell people 
of the city, sitting near to Jove, dear to the dear virgin, wise 
in time: and you being under the wings of Pallas does fiither 
Jove regard. 

MiK. Farewell you too: but it behoves me first to. go to 
assign your abodes. To the sacred light of these coriductors 
ffo, and while these dread victims are sacrificed to you, rush- 
mg beneath the earth, keep back from the country what is 
hurtful, but send what is advantageous ibr the victory of the 
city. And do you sons of Cranaus inhabiting the city, con- 
duct these new settlers. And may the good recollection of 
benefits remain to the citizens. 

Ch. Farewell, farewell again, I repeat it, all you in the 
city, deities and mortals, inhiEibiting the city of Pallas. But 
honouring duly my settling among you, in no respect shall 
you blame the events of life. 

MiN. I approve the words of these yoiu* vows, and I will 
send the light of blazing torches to the infernal and nether 
regions, with ministers who guard my image justly. For let 
the eye of all the land of Theseus come forth, an illustrious 
band of youths, women, and a train of aged women; and 
clothed in purple-dyed garments honoui^ [these deities,] and 

^ Dindorf and Linwood read voivae with Pauw. Paley defends the 
common reading. 

' Read (ftpovovffa with Herm. Dind. Paley. 

' See Paley. Dindorf approves of Hermann's conjecture yij Kal vSXig 
hpOoSUaioi — vavTutg. 

* Hermann thinks there is a lacuna. On the conclusion of this play, 
cf. MuUer^ p. 191, sqq., 205^ sqq. But the whole work is essential to a 
eomplete undertaking of this most religious of Athenian dramas. 
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let the light of the torches flash forth : that new fellowship 
received into your land hereafter, may show their good will 
by events that prosper men. 

At. Depart home, ye mighty honoured yirgin daughters of 
Night, with a friendly escort. (But do you speaJc well- 
omened words, inhabitants), in the ancient caves beneath the 
earth highly honoured wim honours and burnt victims, and 
in your happy lot. But applaud all ye people ! And propi- 
tious and benevolent to this land come hither, ye dread 
powers, and delighted with the blazing torch: and on the 
way now break forth into songs. But hbations shall be ever 
in your temples accompanied by torches: to the citizens of 
Pallas all-seemg Jove and the fiivouring Fate descend together. 
Break forth now into songs. 



THE SUPPLIANTS', 



ARGUMENT. 



Tie flight of the Danaidei from Egypt, accompanied by their father tl 
Argot, and their guppliiatioo fnr protection against tiie Uwleu u 
tials thrutened them by the sona of Mgsptai. 



PERSONS REPRESENTED. 

Caoans, thb D*DEHTEaa of I Pelssgus. 

Dan AD a. Heb.\ld. 

CHOBT78. May Jove, indeed, the god of suppliants bene- 
Tolendy regard our naval train having set sail irom the 
mouths of tiie Nile with its fine sands. But having left the 
divine land bordering on Syria we fled, sentenced to no banish- 
ment by the vote of the city, on account of bloodahed. but 
abhorring the man-shunning and impious nuptials of the sons 
of .ffigyptus our kindi'ed. But our fether Danaus botb our 
prime eounsjlior and leader of our flight, arranging these 
things, determined on the best of two evils (viz., the nuptials, 
or flight,) that we should fly -with all speed over the billow of 
the deep, and put to at the land of Argos, from whence, in- 
deed, our lineage, from the heifer rendered frantic by the gad. 
fiy, and from the touch and ruspiration of Jove, boasts to be 
derived. To what country therefore more fiiendly than this 
can we come with these wool-wreathed branches of suppliants 
in our hands? C city, and land, and limpid water, and you 

' In translating this very rarmpt play, 1 shall adhere as doselj to 
Dindorf OS is possibie. As it is seldom read, and as the t«iC is so nncet- 
tain, I shall not hnrthen the tert with mnch illustrstiVB annotBtion. 
Psley's edition i« the oniy one that nill give the student much aesiatsnce. 
To eniuaenite all the various readings, would till half a volume, but I 
shall notice each as s«em to furnish an easy clue to the aeDse. 

' I follow KobortellL See Faley. 



heavenly gods, and you dire-pimiiihing infemfl] deities possess- 
ing temples, and third [colled upon] preserver Jove, receive 
tliis suppliant female tram with amerciftil spirit of the country : 
but the male-abounding insolent Hwaim, sprung from ^gyp- 
tua, before placing their foot in tbia marshy land, send thou 
into the deep with their swift ship, and there having met with 
a furious whirlwind, with thunder, lightning, and with tlie 
shower-bearing winds of the fell sea. let them perish, before 
at any time aacending onr unwilling bods, from which Justice 
restrains them, having made their own' us here their kindred. 
But now invoking* the divine calf, my avenger Iwyond the sea, 
and the son of the flower-cropping heifer, our progenitor, 
from the breathing of Jove. But the fated time rightly con- 
firmed the touch fof Jove] in the name [of her son,] and 
brought forth Epaphus ; whom mentioning now in the fertile 
regions of his ancient mother, calling to mind her former 
troubles, partly now will I shew creditable proots. and partly 
some things will appear, I know, unlikely, although being 
unexpected'. But one will ken words [when I have spoken] 
at length. But if any augur chances to be near in the lauit, 
hearing our mournful wail, be will think that he hears the 
wife of Tereus wretched of device; and the hawk- chased 
nightingale ; who driven from her haunts and the rivets l&menta 
with new wail on account of heraccustomed haunts; and trills 
a song on the fate of the boy, how he perished by the veiy 
hand of his cruel mother, having met with her wrath. So I, 
too, lamenting in Ionian strains rend my tender cheek that 
was cherished beside the Nile, and my heart unacquainted 
with tears. And I crop the flower of sad complaints, fearing 
my friends, if there is any one who has tegard for this flight 
of ours from the land of Aeria*. But ye gods, authors of our 
race, hear, duly regarding justice, or if ye do not grant suc- 
cess in obtaining what is contrary to right, but hating inso- 
lence in your souk, you should be Just in regard to nuptials* J 
But there is even to those who ny from war. 
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1 But m Pikf. 

' Tbere is aa finite verb. 

> Tbu 19 reudning with a vengennce. See Pnlej. 

' On thii epitbet of Egypt, ate SCuiluj. 

' EcePalej. 



to nuptials* ^H 
being hazd^H 
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tit n» ntnuum. 

p rete d , an nltnr. a defenRc bota calamity*, honoured by the 
Oritica. Would that [the will] of Jove would bring to paaa 
■U duilgl truly. The counsel of Jove ib not easily traced out, 
yet in aQ ihiiigs it abbes forth, even in darkness, with black 
CBkmi^ to articulate-Toiced men. But it falls firmly not 
n^'ita back*, if a thing be perfected by the head of Jover 
tit ihe ways of the [divine] breast stretch thick and sbady, 
diSenlt to discover. But he smites abandoned mortals, look- 
up Hownf from his high -towered heights, and no one anus 
Titdenee unpunished by t!ie deity : the [divine] mind sitting 
akA^ upon haty seats, nevertheless irom that place takes ven- 
geanee on it. But let him look t« the insolence of mortal 
tnen, how a youthfid etoek shoots anew, blooming' on account 
of mynuptialB, with ill-advised purpose, and having furious 
Aaaghtt, an inevitable sting, and having resolved on an in- 
fiUnated deed through disappointment'. 8uch wretched suf- 
ftrings I lamenting recount, moumM, grievous, drawing tears, 
■h.1 ah! mittd to funeral strains: I ahve honour' myself 
with lamentations. I suppliant beseech the Apian land, and 
nxy you hear kindly my harbnrian voice. But oft T fall upon 
my tinea garments with rendings, and niy Sidoniun head- 
dtvss. But to the gods just and perfect rites', matters hav- 
ing happened fortunately, shall be abundantly afforded, when 
death is absent. Ah ! ^ I ah ! troubles difficult to be judged ! 
where will this billow cany us? I suppliant beseech the 
Apian land, and may you heac kindly my barbarian voice. 
But oft I fall upon 'my linen garments with rendings. The 
oar indeed and the wooden house with flaxen sails', keep- 
ii^5 out the sea, has wafted me with the breezes untroubled 

' dpac. Sm Dtndarf. 

' i. e. it is not thrown prostrate. Ths ingtnlmu ■athor of the Inst 
Oiford tnnglHtiou, who certainly knew more about Eogluh than Greek, 
hu got through thia choraB, indeed Chroagh the whole play, without the 
■lighteit perception of Che corrnptiona of the onginat, re-writing the 
pis; ia Engliih, not renderiag the Greek. 

■ HeraiaDii mdg jXirifuv, and to Dindorf and Pale;. 

* But tee Paley, Hhoae edition is indi^peaaahle to any one who attempt* 
to read the Snppljcea. 

' I read riBaXait with Bothe, Dindorf, end Pale;. 

* So Palm. 7 ripa. See Dindorf. « Sn Pale;. 

* S6itos, ioficlrebu/abriea.pio nmu, ut Hor. trait Cgptia, PalB|. 
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by tempests : nor do I blame it : but hereafter may the oll- 
Becing father bring to pas8 a propitiouB end', that the mighty 
seed of our venerable mother escape, alas! from the beda of 
men unwedded, virgin. But again may the chaate daughter 
of Jove willingly regard me willing, keeping fixed upon me 
her dread countenance : and with all her mijj-ht let her a vir- 
gin defending virgins from persecutions, he our deHverer'. 
But if not, a blackened Hnn-butnt^ race to Zagreus*, the many- 
guest-reeeivuig Jove of the dead will we approach with theao ' 
Buppliant boughs, dying by the nooae, not having obtained 

Sthe favour] of the Olympian goda. Jove', wrath from 
le deities pursuing lo ! But I ken the vengeance of the 
wife [of Jove] which overcomes heaven; for a tempest will 
come from a fell blast. And then Jove will be subject to 
unjust rumours, having slighted the son of the heifer, whom 
he himself once begot, now keeping his eyes averted from our 
prayers ; but may he favourable hear us from above when 
invoked. O Jove, O wrath from the deities pm-suing lo ! But 
I ken the vengeance of the wife [of Jove.l which overcomes 
heaven ; for a tempest will conoe from a fell blast- 

DiNATis. My children, it behoves us to be prudent: and 
ye have come with me your prudent faithful aged father con- 
ductor of your voyage. And with respect to your behaviour 
on land now I bid you aasume' prudence to obsen'e my wof ds. 
engraving them on your minds. I sec dust, the voicelese 
messenger of an army; the axle-driven naves are not silent, 
and I behold a bucklered and spear-brandishing ci'owd, with 

' Diiidorf follows tha emaadatioQ of Surges. 

' Suck should b« the sense. But aeitber that, nor mj other meaning , 
CHn be elidCed from the words as the; stand. Heath rrada aBivti. Paley, 
Mvova li^XI'V 'A.afdKiias (i^p^roc, nith much ingenuity. See hit 
note. Perhaps, hovever, the fault liea in the Teraefl being wrongly dii. 
tingoiBhed, lud the true reading is simplj ac^aXtc, Tlovrl ri o^ivu. 
Aiuiy^uT<ri I' aafaXiiiis, (rX. But in such passages, hariolari licel, at 

' I foUow WeUauer'a ^X.dirvirov with Dindorfand Paley. The 
junction ^ could nut possibly stand. 

* This ia Blomfield'a splendid emendadon, learniidt; supported 
Surges, Oaiaford, and Paley. Wellauet'a rov yaioy is preferred by 
dorf. Tevyyauir must be corrected. 

* I read u Ziiv, 'Ipuc liii with Bamberger. See Dindorf. 
' Xa^V] Wordaworlh, with the approbation of Diadort' luid Ptlej. 
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horses, &nd curved chariots. Perhaps the ntlers of this land 
may be advancing to us as spies, having heard [of us] from 
messengers. But whether barmlese, or enraged' with fell 
wrath, they are rushing on this train, it is better, on every 
necouut, O virgins, to sit down aX this mound of the gods who 
preside ovpr nssembUes. But an altor ia better than a tower, 
an unbroken shield. But aa quickly as possible go, and hold- 
ing reverently in your left' hands the white-wreathed suppliant 
boughs, oniamcnta of awfid Jove, reply to the strangers with 
modest and sad and fitting words, as becomes -those in a 
strange Inud. clearly relating these your bloodless flights. 
Hut first indeed let not boldness of voice follow, and let no 
vain look proceed from your modest foreheads, and quiet eye. 
J >iq not first to speak nor t<?dioue in your talk : the people 
i country gready dislike it. But be sure to yield : you 

a needy stranger exile ; for it becomes not the lowly to 

d of speech. 

, Father, prudently to the prudent do you speak. But 
.adful will observe these your wise injuuclions; and may 
_ the author of our race regard us. 

Oan. Uelny not now, hut let there be an accomplishment 
of your plaii', 

Ch. 1 wuuld now have my seat beside you. 

Dan. O Jove, pity us not utterly consumed by troubles.' 

Cb. Let him regard ua in truth with fiivouring eye : be 
willing it. these things will turn out well*. 

Dan. Invoke now also this bird of Jove. 

Ch. We invoke the preserving raya of the sun, and holy 
Apollo, a god once exiled from heaven. Knowing this fate, 
li't him be propitious to mortals. - 

Dan. Let him be propitious indeed, and readily afibid 
fuccour. 

Ch. Whom then of theae deities shall I yet invoke ? 

' There is much uncertainty about the reading. Ti9j)ypivos, Pearson, 
Bbi^b, rieufifiivoc, Abre«ch, Dindorf, rrfuplvoc, Stepfa. Turn. Palev. 

' (iuivu^uv, Pearson, Dind. Paley. 

^ In Rob. the drematii peraonm an differently ■mmged. See Bnrgn 
and Pslej. 

* Burgea and Scholefield rightly place T. 210 after 206. See tbe 
note* of Paley. The whole passage, u it ncnf standt, ia fact, the wbdm 
play, ii a mui of hopeleaa abaurdity. 
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Dan. I heboid thiii trident, a sign of tLc god. 

Ch. But he has brought us well hither, and may he 
UH well in the land. 

Da.k. This other ia Mercury in the rites of the Greeks. 

Ch. Let him then announce good tidings to us ii-eed! 

DiN. But reverence the commoa ultar of all these kingt, 
and sit in a holy place like a Aaok of doves, through fear of 
hawks of the eame feather, kindred enemies, and polluting 
your race. How can a bird that devours a bird be pure ? 
and how could he who maiTien an uuwilliug maid from an 
unwilling father* be pure ? not even when dead in Hades can 
he who bas done these things escape the blame of lewdness. 
And there, as is the tale, another Jove who passes the last 
judgments among the dead, judges crimes. Consider, and 
answer in this fashion, that this matter may turn out well to 

PELiSQUB. Of what country is this band that we address, 
not Grecian in its garb, deiiciitely attired in barbarian robes, 
and in many folds? for this attire of women is not Argolii', 
nor from the realms of Greece. But how you have dared 
fearlessly to come to this country, neither [announced] by 
heralds, and without a public host, without conductors, this ia 
wonderful. Boughs indeed after the fashion of suppliants 
are laid by yon at the altars of the gods who preside over 
assembbec. The Grecian land will gain by conjecture this 
only, (vis., that you are suppliiints.) Bn<l ilwere just to g 
many other things, were there not a voice to inform 
present. 

Ch. You have spoken concerning our dress a true speech. 
But whether shall I speak to you aa a private peison, or a 
sceptre- bearing guardian of the temple, or chief of the 
city"? 

Fkl, Answer to these things., and speak boldly to me : for 
I am Felasgus. son of earth-born Palicclhon. leader of this 
land. And from me their king the race of Pelasgians aptly 
taking their name enjoys this laiid, and I rule all the territory 

1 (urrri IXmOifouf ijfioc jiyviadm, Welloaer. 
' aro>Toc TTarpoc, iSui^ea, Dind. 
' See DindocC Burges ia eitremelj ine:enious in reading 'H pijriii j 
'Efjiuii skapov q iroXiuc a^6v; >. e. berald ar ruler. 
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through which Algus flows, and Stiymon, towards the setting 
sun. But I claim as my borders the land of the Perraebians^ 
and the parts beyond Pindus, beside the Pseonians, and the 
mountains of Dodona : but the boundary of the watery deep 
cuts it off: and beyond these parts I rule. But this plain of 
the Apian land long since was named on account of a man 
skilled in healing arts : for Apis having come from the country 
of Naupactus the healing-prophetic son of Apollo, cleared 
this land from men-devouring monsters, which in truth the 
earth defiled by pollutions of ancient blood produced, fierce 
animals, a dragon band, a dire fellowship. Of these Apis 
having blamelessly made complete and liberating remedies for 
the Argive land, found hereafter his memory in prayers as his 
reward. Having now signs from me you can declare your 
race, and speak further : a long oration indeed tHe city loves 
not. 

Ch. My speech shall be short and dear. We boast our- 
selves Argives as to our race, the seed of the heifer happy in 
her son : and I will prove all these things I say to be true. 

Pel. You relate incredible things, O strangers, for -me to 
hear, that this your race is Argive. For you are more like 
to Lybian women, and by no means to the natives of my 
country. The Nile might nurture such an offspring, and a 
like Cyprian image is stamped in female forms by male artists; 
and I near that the wandering Indians ride on pannier-packed 
camels fl9et as. steeds, in their land bordering on the Ethio- 
pians : and by all means I had conjectured that you were 
the un wedded fl^sh-eating Amazons, if you had carried bows. 
Instructed I would know this farther, how your race and 
seed is Argive. 

Ch. They say that lo was once key-bearer [of the] temple 
of Juno in this Argive land, whom, as chiefly and great 
rumour prevails * * * * 

Pel. Is there not a tale that Jove mingled with a mortal ? 

Cho. And this intercourse without the knowledge of Juno 
# # * * ^ 

Pel. How then did this strife of the powers end ? 
Ch. The Argive goddess made the woman an heifer. 
Pel. Did Jove still approach the weU-homed heifer. 

1 See the learned notes of Stanley and Paley. 
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Ch. They saj [that he did so,] likening' his bodj- to a cow- 
leaping bull. 

Pel What truly on this did the mighty wife of Jove f 

Ch. She placed over the heifer an ftil-Beeing keeper. 

Pel What all-viewing herdsman do you mean ? 

Ch, Arpfus, whom son of the Ikirth Mercury eiew. 

Pel, What other thing did she yet frame against the ill- 
fated heifer ? 

Ch. a cow-chasing gad-fly, quick in motion ; those near 
the Nilr call it a brize'. 

Pel. Accordingly it chased her from the land in long 
flight 

Ch. And you have spoken all these tiings agreeing with 

Pei. Moreover she came to Canobus and to Memphis. 
Ch. And Jove laying hands on her planted an offspring. 
Pel. Who then is the divine calf that boasts to he sprui:^ 
from an heifer ? 

Ch. Epnphus truly «lled from deliverance. 

Pst. * * * • * 

Ch. Lybia enjoying the name of a ven" great land. 

Pel. What other branch yet of this [heifer] do you men- 

Ch. Belus having two sons, the father of my father here. 

Pel. Tell me now the all-wise name of this' maa, 

Ch. Danaus ; and hia brother has fifty sons. 

Pel. Of him, too, declare the name in plain terms. 

Ch. .^Egyptus ; and knowing mv ancient race you should 
act so as to support this Argive tram. 

Pel. You seem now to me to have shared this land of old : 
but how have you dared to leave your paternal abodes ? What 
mischance has befallen you ? 

Ch. King of the Pelasgians, the ills of men are various; 
and no where can you behold the same wing of trouble; since 
who would have eipeoted that this uiihoped-for flight would 
have driven me to Ai^s, allied to our race of old, trembling 
through hate of the marriage bed i 

' This verse ia condemneil an Bpurious. 

5 Read TovnAifat, rourou with Tjrwhitt, But even then, the lioa 

leanB ftbaurd, imleBB we retii] ti irav tra^ii; with Fr. Port. 
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Pkl. What do you say that you entreat tcwaa, these gods < 
the assemhly, holmng white- wreathed new«cropt boughs ? 

Ch. That I may not become a slave to the race of ^gyptu 

Pel. Whether do you mean on account of hatred, or c 
account of its being imlawful? 

Ch. Who would purchase* [by a dowry] their kindred f 
their lords ? 

Pel. Thus, indeed, greater strength increases to mortals. 

Ch. And from the wretched it is easy to turn awaj. 

Pel. How then can I be pious towards you ? 

Ch. By not giving us up to the sons of ^gyptufi dc 
manding us. 

Pel. You speak grievous things, to raise a new war. 

Ch. But Justice defends her allies. 

Pel. If perchance she was a sharer of their affidrs froi 
the beginning. 

Ch. Revere the stem of the state thus crowned. 

Pel. I shudder beholding these shaded seats. 

Ch. Grievous, indeed, is the wrath of Jove who guards th 
suppliant. Son of Paloecthon, hear me with willing hearl 
kin^ of the Pelasgians. Behold me a suppliant, an exile, 
wanderer, like a white-spotted* heifer on the lofty rocks, wher 
trusting for aid she lows tellin:^ to the herdsman her troubles 

Pel. I behold a youthful band' shaded with new-crop 
boughs [at the altars] of these gods who preside over tb 
games. But may this business of the guests of our city b 
unattended with hurt : nor let strife arise to the city fron 
unexpected and sudden things , for these the city wants not. 

Ch. May Themis, the goddess of suppliants, daughter o 
lot-directing Jove, regard in truth our haimless flight : bu 
do you though being an old man* in mind, learn from on 
younger ; reverencing a suppliant, you shall not be reduced t 
want^. * * * * gifts offered to the gods from a pure man. 

Pel. By no means do you sit at the hearth of my house 
but if the city be polluted in common, together let the peopl 
take eare to work out remedies : but I could not perform 

* But ovoiTo is probably the true reading. See Dind. Paley. 

^ Burges, \vK(p StpKrov^ elegantly. Hermann, XvKodicjKroVy whic 
Diiidorf prefers. ^ See Paley, whose explanation I have followe< 

* yfpai6<l>pu)v is Burges' emendation. 

' Hermann has elicited ov Trcva from the scholiast. 
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promise, before at least having commmiicatetl with all these 
of citizpna concerning these things. 

Ch. You are the city, and you are the people, being & ruler 
accountable to none, you have sway over the altar, the hearth 
of the land : by your sole-deciding nod, and on a aole-sceptred 
throne you determine everything; beware of pollution. 

Pel. May pollution, inde^, be upon my enemies: hnt I 
oannot aid you without harm, nor again is it prudent to reject 
these prayers. But I am perplexed, and fear hoids my mind, 
whether to act, or not to act, and to take my chance. 

Ch. Look to the beholder on hig-h. the protector of troubled 
mortals, who sitting [as suppliants] before their kindred, 
obtain not lawful justice. Therefore the wrath of Jove guar- 
dian of suppliants waits upon the wailing of the sufferer, that 
cannot be appeased. 

Pel. If the sons of ^.gyptus have power over you by the 
law of your state, saying that they are nearest of kin, who 
would wish to oppose them ? Ye reeds must therefore prove 
according to the laws of your home that they have no autho- 
rity over you. 

Ch. May I never at any time then become subject to Qie 
power of males: but I mark out a star^uided remedy of the 
wretched marriage by ilight : and having taken Justice an 
ally, do thou determine according to the reverence due to the 
gods. 

Pel. The judgment is not easy to judge: choose not me as 
iudge. But I said even before, not without the people would 
I do these things, not even though ruler, lest at any time the 
people shall say, if perchance any thing fall out not such [as 
we wish,]' honouring strangers yon have destroyed the city. 

Ch. Jove allied to both, inclining to one side, regards these 
things, distributing as is right unjust things to the bad. but 
the rewards of piety to the just*. Wherefore, these being 
equally inclined, are you pained to do what is just? 

Pel. There is need of deep thought', so that the clear- 
a^hted eye may, without dizziness, reach the bottom of deep 
preserving thought, like a diver: that these things harmless, 

> Sec Palej. I have still do doubt Chat Dindorf is rigfat in read 
iaroli — rui<fi with SUnle<r. ' See Abresdi, 

3 "SeoBiiseati Becnndum merita (f iicoTMt) maios panifns. jnatog bene 
faoieiu." PbIbj. * I have followed Paloy. 
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first indeed to the city, and to onnelTM, may torn out well 
and that neither atrife lay hold of the pLedgea^, nor that we, 
having giyen up you placed here in the aeata of the gods, 
faring on ounelyes a dire Mbw-^weUer the aU-deBtroyiof 
avenging god, idio, not even in the abode of Hades ftees tiie 
dead. Does there not seem to be need of saving thoa^? 

Cs. Coiudder, and be most jnst^ a ^hoos reoeiver of strin- 
gers, betray not the exile driven nom afiu* by godless eiqiol- 
sion: nor behold me dragged as a pledge fix>m the seals 
sacred to many gods, O you ^ > noasess the whole sway of 
the land. But consider the Muence of men, and goaid 
against their wrath. In no wise «idare to behold the si^pE- 
ant led from the images in spite of Justice, like a steed, and 
the seizing of my fillets and robes woven with many threads. 
Por know, whatever you determine, there awaits your okiildiea 
and your house to snfibr a like justice. Consider these just 

commands of Jove. 

""^^^ Pel. And truly I have considered; and the matter is 
driven to this: it is absolutely necessary to undertake a great 
war either with these (viz. the gods) or with those (viz. tiie 
sons of ^gyptus) : and it is compacted with nails, like a ship 
put together by naval wedges. But withopt sorrow by no 
meaiis will there be a turning aside. And, indeed, when pos- 
sessions are borne as plunder from the house, a heap greater 
than the loss, and which completely fills it up may arise from 
another quarter by the kin(hiess of bounteous Jove*. And 
the tongue having darted forth unseasonable things grievous, 
and provoking wrath, there may be other words to socrthe the 
former. But it is necessary by all means to sacrifice, and for I 
many victims to be slain for many gods, remedies of calamity, 
that kindred blood be not shed. Certainly I altogether pass 
by this strife; but I wish to be rather ignorant of, than 
acquainted with ills : but may matters fall out well, contrary 
to my expectation. 

Ch. Hear the end of many modest speeches. 

Pel. I hear, — and speak, your words shall not escape me, 

Ch. I have girdles and zones, that confine my robes. 

^ t. e, the suppliants. 

^ Such seems to be the sense required, but there is neither sense not 
construction in the words as they now stand. I refer the reader to Din- 
dorf and Paley, 
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Pei.. Say: what words ore these that you are about to 

Ch. Unless you shall promiae to this tiain something that 
mav be trusted to ***** * 

Pel. What will the contrivance of the girdles avail 

Ch. To adorn these images with new tablets. 

Pel. Your words are riddles : but spealt plainly. 

Ch. With all speed to hang ourselves from these gods. 

Pel. I have heared. words that pierce my heart. 

Ch. Do you understand? for I have let you see clearly. 

Pel. And on every side matters are hard to stru^le with, 
and a multitude of ills, like a river, comes on; and I have 
entered on a deep aec of calamity not easily passed over, and 
no where is there an harbour from ills. For if, indeed, I do 
not perform this thing for you, you have named a pollution 
not to be got over: but if again stationed before the walls I 
shall try the event of battle with your kindred, the sons of 
.£gyptus. how shall not the loss be bitter, that men stain the 
ground with blood for the sake of women ? But nevertheless 
it is necessary to dread &^ WTBth of Jove the guai'dian of 
suppliants : for the fear [of him] among mortals is uppermost. 
Go then, aged fether of these virgins, and quickly having 
taken in your arms these boughs, place them on the other 
altars of our country's gods, that all the citizens may behold 
a sign of this arrival, nor let my words be blabbed: for the 
people love to blame their rulers. Andperchauce some com- 
miseration, having seen these things, will hate the insolence of 
the baud of youths, and the people will be more well-inclined 
to you : for every one bears good will to the weaker. 

Dan. These things are much valued by us, to have obtained 
a pitying patron; but send with us attendants of the citi' 
Kens to point out the way, that we may find the altars before 
the temples of the country's gods, and the seats of those who 
guard the eity, and that there be may safety to us proceeding 
fiirough the city: but the appearance of our form is not the 
same [with yours]: for the NUe oourishes a race dilferent 
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from Inaoliiu: we mut take oare lest boldnen prodnoe fttthj 
and in truth one has ilain a friend tJbrongh ignomiioe. 

Pxi.. Go, attendants; far the stranoer sajra welL LeadtDJ 
the pnblio altars and seats of the gods: and it behoves jw 
not to talk much with those yon meet, leading this sailor inH ' 
has taken refuge at the hearth of the gods. - 

Ch. To him you have spoken: and he departs as he Im 
bem enjoined: but how shall I moti where (or, how) do you 
afford confidence to me ? 

Pel. Leave here, indeed, the boughs a sign of yovr trooUe. 

Ch. And in truth I leave them, bj your anthan^ and 
words. 

PsL. Now betake yourself to this level grove. 

Ch. And how can an uneonseorated gwe defend me. 

Pel. By no means will we give you up to the xapiae of 
winged birds. 

Ch. But what if [you give us up] to thoae mare hateU 
tiian hostile dragons ? 

Pbl. May weH-omened words be spdcen by yon addrsBsed 
vrith well-omened words. 

Ch. By no means is it a wonder that I am impatient in 
mind through terror. 

Pel. The fear of kings is ever immoderate. 

Ch. Do you both by words and deeds gladden my mind'. 

Pel. But for no long time shall your father be edone : but 
I assembling the people of the country, will per«^uade them in 
common, that I may render them £siyourable, and will instruct 
your father what he ought to say. Therefore remain, and 
entreat with prayers the gods of itie country for those things 
which you have desire to obtain. But I having performed 
these things will return : and may persuasion attend me and 
effective good fortune. 
" Ch. King of kings, most blest of the blest, and most perfect 
might of the perfect, blessed Jove, be persuaded, and may it 
come to pass' — avert from thy race the insolence of men, 
justly hating it, and plunge into the purple deep the black* 
benched pest*, Begarding the woman^s side, renew the 

^ Read ^6vov with Pauw^ Haup^ and Paley. I myself should prefer 

Hvov, 

' I should read ippkvaQ, with BSthe, in ed. 1. 

' See Paley. ^ t. e. the ship containing thdr suitors. 
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pleasing story of the beloved woman our ftncestreaa: 
mindM you who embraced lo', by whom we boast 
selves to be your race, settlers fiom this laud. 1 But I have 
returned into the ancient track, and the flowery/Bcenea of the 
uratchings of our mother, the herd-feeding mead, from whence 
Id driven* by the brize, fiies distracted, passing through many 
tribes of mortals; and twice by fate having cut throup;h the 
billowy way she reaches the opposite continent^' But she 
hastens through the Asian laud, through sheep-feeding 
Phrygia: and she passes the city of TeulJiras of the Mysiana, 
and the Lydian plains, and through the Cilician and Pam- 
phylian mountains with furious haste ; and the ever-flowing^ 
rivers, andj the wealthy region, and the corn-abounding land 
of Venus. I She arrives, driven along by the sting of the 
winged hemsman, at the divino all-fostering grove, tlie snow- 
fed mead, and on which comes [with]' the might of Typho, 
the wat*'r of Nile untouched by diseases, maddened by her 
ignominious toils, and by the stinging pains of raging Jimo^' 
But the mortals who then were dwellers in the land, vi^e 
seized in their minds by pole fear, beholding an unwonted 
sight, an intractable heifer mingled with a mortal, in part a 
heifer, and in part again a wonian, and they were astonished 
at the prodigy. And then who was it in truth who soothed J 
the much- wandering wretched lo, driven by the brize F 'Jove, I 
lord of ceaseless time ** »*•##■ 

hut the violence [of Juno] ceases by unwasted strei^jth, and 
by divine influence, hut she drops the mournful modesty of 
tears. But having received the divine load, in true story, 
she produced her blameless sonJ all-happy for length of time; 
whence all the earth exclaims, this is truly the offspring of 
life-giving Jove: for who could have made to cease the pest 
inflicted by wily Juno } this is the work of Jove ; and saying 
that that race is sprung from Epaphus you will bit the truw^ 
Whom of the gods could I more rightly invoke than you {^ 
just deeds? the creative sire who by the touch of your hand 
became lord of lo, great all-prudent author of our race, Jove 
wafting every needful device. rBut neither subject to the rule 
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' The pla; npaa tba name of EpspLus ie kept up. 
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of any one are yoa kit mi^ty than Hie power fu l, nor from 
aboiye do you revere any inferior. Bat tlw deed is at hand 
with the word^ qniekly to perlbnn what yofor deep-comifld- 
Img* minil intends. 

Dak. Have courage, my children, oor aflhivs axe well widi 
the nattves; perfect decrees of the people ha\'e been passed. 

Ch. O hau, old man, dearest dT mesaengers to me; but 
declare to ns how the decree has been ratified, to what par- 
port the mevailing hand of the people is in the naajority*. 

Dak. The decree has been passed hy the Aigives, not witii 
divided opinions, but so as fcnr me to be young again in my 
a^ed mind. For in full assembly the air hortlea with the 
right hands [as the people] determined this matter; that we 
shoidd inhabit this fand, nee, and not as pledges, and vnfh 
sanctity of place among mortals; and that no oaie either of 
inhabitants or strangers should lead us awi^: but if yioleDos 
should be added, that he of the citizens who did not give Ins 
aid shoidd be disgraced hy public exile. The kuig of ihs 
Pelasgians stroTe to persuade, speakiiig concerning us a 
speech to this effect, declaring the great wrath of Jove, that 
never in after time [the god] would increase the city, and 
saying that if a double pollution both to from the contempt 
of strangers, and upon the state, should appear before the dly, 
it would be the fooid of irremediable calamity. Hearing such 
things, the Argive people passed a decree, without a crier, 
that these things should be : but the citizens of the Pelasgi 
heard the eloquent winning turns [of the king's speech:] and 
Jove brought about a happy conclusion. 

-^ Ch. Come now, let us pour forth for the Argives good 
prayers, a return for good. And may Jove, protector of 
strangers, regard the honours of th^ stranger's mouth truly 
blamelessly to frill accomplishment. | Now, if ever, you gods 
sprung from Jove, hear us pouring forth prayers for desirable 
things for this race: that bold Mars may never cause to he 
consumed by fire the Pelasgian city, who .with joyless cry 
mows down mortals in other ploughed fields | since they have 
pitied us, and have passed a &Vourable aecree; but they 

' *' No sooner said than done," Paley. ^ 
^ 3ov\u>g, Stanl. Dind. 
' See Paiey's clever note* 
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revere the suppliants of Jove, this band unenriediXnor hnve 
they passed a decree in favour of the men, having slighted the 
nauae of women : reverencing the divine avenger and beholder 
not to be contended with, whom no house would wjdi to have 
npnn its roofa in his wrath, for heavily he sits on it/) For they 
reverence ii9 their kindred, the holy aupphanS^ of Jove; 
therefore they shall please the gods at pure altara./ Therefore 
from our mouths shaded [by boughs] let the honouring prayer 
fly. Never let pestilence make empty the city of these men: 
nor let [discord'] make bloody the plain of the laud with 
corses of the natives. /And let the flower of youth be uncropt; 
nor let the paramour of Venus, man-destroying Mars mow the 
blossom. I And let the allare, at which are aged ministers, 
abound with venerable priests, and let them blnzc [with offer- 
ings.] that the eity may be rightly ruled. Let them reverence 
mighty Jove, the god of hospitality, supreme, who by hoary 
law du:ects fate. 1 And we pray that other rulers of the land be 
ever bom, and t^at &r-darting Diana look upon the laboura 
of women. | Nor let any man-destroying pestilence come on, 
laying waste this city, averse (o dance and Ijte, exciting tearB, 
producing Mara and clamours of the people. I And let the un- 
joyouB swarm of diseases settle at a distance iVoni the citizens 
in their strength : and let Lycian Apollo be propitious to a!l tho 
youth. And may Jove render the earth fruitful with increase 
nt all seasons : and raay the herds that feed before [the city] ia 
like manner bear young abundimtly. And may they receive 
every thing from the gods, and may the divine Muses and 
bards pour forth a well-omehed strain; and from holy mouths 
let the lyre-loving song be wafted on. And may the people hold 
continuidly in honour their rulers ; tnd may a prudent sway, 
consulting for the common good, govern the city. I And ready 
to come to terms of peace, before preparing Mara; let them 
afford to strangers what is just without evils. / And ever let 
them honour their country's gods, who preside over the land, 
with native laurel-bearing buH-slaying honours. For the 
reverence of parents this third is written in the laws of rauch- 
venerated Justice. 

Dan. I approve indeed of these wise prayers, oh, beloved ; 
but be not you ofr^d hearing these unexpected and new tidingi 

' ariait il mpplied by Paley : epic by Heath. 
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PkIm What do you tay that you entreat frma these gods of 
the assemhly, holmng white-wreathed xiew«oropt boughs ? 

Ch. Tbatlmaynotbeoomeasla^etothezaoeof .^Igyptus. 

Pel. Whether do you mean on aooount of faatzed, or on 
aooount of its being unlawM? 

Ch. Who would purchase^ [by a dowry] th^ kmdzed as 
their lords ? 

Pel. Thus, indeed, greater strength increases to mortals. 

Ch. And from the wretched it is easy to turn away. 

Pel. How then can I be pious towards you ? 

Ch. By not giving us up to the sons of .^Bgyptua de- 
manding us. 

Pel. You speak grievous things, to raise anew war. 

Ch. But Justice defends her ulies. 

Pel. If perchance she was a sharer of their aflkirs fkom 
the beginning. 

Ch. Bevere the stem of the state thus crowned* 

Pel. I shudder beholding these shaded seats. 

Ch. Grievous, indeed, is the wrath of Jove who guards ihe 
suppliant. Son of Palsecthon, hear me with willing heart, 
king: of the Pelasgians. Behold me a suppliant, an exile, a 
wanderer, like a white-spotted' heifer on the lofty rocks, where 
trusting for aid she lows telliiitj to the herdsman her troubles. 

Pel. I behold a youthful band* shaded with new-cropt 
boughs [at the altars] of these gods who preside over the 
games. But may this business of the guests of our city be 
unattended with hurt : nor let strife arise to the city from 
unexpected and sudden things , for these the city wants not 

Ch. May Themis, the goddess of suppliants, daughter of 
lot-directing Jove, regard in truth our haimless flight : but 
do you though being an old man^ in mind, leam from one 
younger; reverencing a suppliant, you shall not be reduced to 
want^. * * * * gifts offered to the gods from a pure man. 

Pel. By no means do you sit at tiie hearth of my house : 
but if the city be polluted in common, together let the people 
take ''a^re to work out remedies : but I could not perform a 

' But ovoiro is probably the true reading. See Dind. Paley. 
3 Burgas, \vKt^ tipKTov^ elegantly. Hermann, \vKoBiiaKroVa which 
Dindorf prefers. ' See Paley, whose explanation I have foUowed. 

* yepaioipputv is Burges' emendation. 

* Hermann has elicited oif v£vti from the scholiast. 
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promise, before at least having communicated with all these 
of citizeoB conceniing these things. 

Ch. You are the city, and you are the people, being a ruler 
accountable to none, you have sway over the altar, the hearth 
of the land : by yiur sole-deciding nod, and on a aole-sceptred 
throne you determine everything; beware of pollution. 

Pel. May pollution, indeed, be upon my enemies: but I 
cannot aid yon without harm, nor again is it prudent to reject 
these prayers, fiut I am perplexed, and fear holds my mind, 
■whether to act, or not to act, and to taie my chance. 

Ch. Look to the beholder on high, the protector of troubled 
mortals, who sitting [as suppliants] before their kindred, 
obtain not lawful justice, llierefore the wrath of Jove guar- 
dian of suppliants waits upon the wailing of the sufferer, that 
cannot be appeased. 

Pel. If the sons of Jilpyptus have power over yon by the 
law of your state, saying that they are nearest of kin, who 
would wish to oppose them ? Ye needs must therefore prove 
according to the laws of your honnc that they have no autho- 
rity over you. 

Ch. May I never at a3iy time then become subject to the 
power of males : but I mark out it star-^idcd remedy of the 
wretched marriage by flight : and having taken Justiee an 
ally, do thou determine according to the reverence due to the 

Pel. The judgment is not easy to judge: choose not me as 
iudge. But I said even before, not without the people would 
I do these things, not even though ruler, lest at any time the 
people shall say, if perchance any thing fall out not such [us 
■we wish,]' honouring strangers yon have destroyed the city, 

Ch. Jove allied to both, inclining to one side, regards these 
things, distributing as is right unjust things to the bad, but 
the rewards of piety to the just*. Wherefore, these being 
equally inclined, are you pained to do what is just? 

Pel. There is need of deep thought', so that the clear- 
sighted eye may, without dizziness, reach the bottom of deep 
preserving thought, like a diver: that these things harmless, 

> See Pslej. I bare ntlll no doubt that Dindorf is right in reading 
doroTj — Twvli with Slanley. _ 'See Ahrewh, 

' "Seniui est I Beenndum merita (fiVcruc) miloa punieni. jiutos bene 
facieiii." Folef, * I have followed Pale;. 
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Bjiirit' throla. But my fathet's look-out has undone mer I 
pmsh with terror. Would I could obtain death by iho 
twiatings of the noose, before the abhorred man draw nigh', 
Rnd. ere thnt. may Pluto rule us dying by our own hands. J 
From whence can I have a »eat in lie air on which ffio 
watery clouds become fmow*. or a rock, ru^;ed, inaccessible to 
goats, not |)ointed out^. lonely, desolate, the haunt of vultures, 
witnessing a deep fall to me, before, in spite of my heart, haviug 
met with forced nuptials. I And then I refuse not to become 
thp prey of doRS. and the koo^ ' ' ' birds of the country : for 
deatJi is free from momiify' t fate appronch. haviaf* 

seized me before the nuptial t'hat reniedr for myseS 

delivBiing me from tlic i""" I yet find'?! Pour forth 

a voice tti the heavens, s itratns to tl^ gods, and 

■nch as will bring' about lu to me, being the mesnj 

of deliverance for me*, rainer; not loi'e violence, seeing 
■with just eyes; "and respect yr ppliante, O earth-ruling, 



uU-powerfiil Jove. /For the mc ipring of ^gj-ptus into- 

lerable in inaolen<fe pursuing n li speed, eeet with foul 

abuse to sei«e me a fiigitive by ion i. But the beam of your 



■ all: and what without you is perfected 
to mcHtiils? I Ah! ah! ah! Here is the sea [and] land aeiMT*. 
Mayeat thoj Heigh ho! toil before the shore bringing to here, 
I utl«r a cry of pain', I see these preludes are a ivarrantj 
of violent treatment, of me. Alas! alas! go in flight to [seek] 
protection against their fell desires, intolerable both by sea 
' and land, king, defctid us. 

' I >m ill satisfied wiih the repetition tiap .... rnpJia. 

■ The BBnw require! ttiia. Palej simply reads rp^r. Dindorf rij-'i 
^tpip^Siji' xpai, ingeiiiouilj. 1 prefer Psiej's emendation, retooting ibe 
rtO[, after x'CiI". "d placlDg It after xfifii^dqvai (iyxp. being apunil 
the metre). 

■ See Pttlej'a note. 
" "" " ' ' 'e his subsequeol 



T See Linwuod'a Lai. I myself beliore that vSioq, v&ioQ is the tne 
reading. 

■ Aa Dindorf and Paley have completely given up this passage, lt< 
reader will not be surprised at my translation. Surges has dealt yny 
ingeniously with the whole, but I am nawilting to believe that inch pu- 
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Heb. Haate, haste to the ship with all apeed. 

Ch. Then, then, [there await usj teariDge, tearinga, 
atabbings, gory muntttroua', cuttings off of beads. 

Ubu. Haate, baste, abondoDed in utter destruction, to the | 
yeflsel, or to the billowy salt deep, vith t}Tatiiiic insolence, I 
and with a spear firmly bound with iron, I will place yoa | 
bloody in the ship, wberef* if after that you coatinue your 1 
vociferations, I with violence command you to lay aside mad- I 
ness {rom your mind*. 

Ch. Alas ! alas ! 

Hbb. Leave these seats, go to the ship ; it is useless h 
adore the gods in the city. 

Ch. Never ^din may I behold the flock- nurturing stream, 
from whence the life blood of mortals increased is enlivened^. 
I am holy Irom of old on account of this seat, this seat, old 

Hen. But you to the ship, to the ship shall go quickly, 
williug, or imwillingj, forced with much violence ; go to the 
ship before having suffered ill. struck to denth by my hands. 

Ch. Ah! ah! oh! without an helping hand may you 
perish in the billowy deep, nt the sandy Sarpedoniau pro- 
montory, wandering in the wide air ! 

Hek. Excluim, and rend your robes, and invoke the gods ; 
for yuu shall not escape the Egyptian bark : exclaim and cry, 
with more bitter grievings, obtaining the name of calamity. 

Ch. Oh! oh! ohf! the pollution of seiaingbarka: approach- 
ing, thou dost terribly insult : t™ho askcet, may great Nile turn 
you away treating us with indelible insolence. 

Heb. I bid yon go to the ship turned towards [the shore] 
with all apced : nor let any one delay : ibr dragging by no 
means shall spare your tresses. 

Ch. Oh ! oh ! Father, the protection of your image, now 
leads me to calamity, to the sea like a spider, black spectre. 

■ For ajiut criticiBOi on thu mus ot barbariim lud abaurJil]', see 
Valej OQ V. 815. sqq. 

f See Donsldiion, New Cnitjlui, p. 580, and Pnley. I ahill oheliia 
the pusBBgei that are quil« hopeless, to show that the lran»l«lion it only 
gaai-work. To le-write the euthor bj imptioatioa is out the bunneiB of 



Aliu! mother Enrlh, mother Earth, repel the dreadfiil cries. 
O Jove son of Earth advEuice. 

Hkb. By no means do I dread the deities here ; for th^ 
have cot nourished me, nor brought me to old age by thtir 

Ch. The two-footed serpent raj;e8 near me, and like a 
viperf. gnawinij; my foot. Mother Earth, mother Earth, repel 
the drpodful cries. O Jore son of Earth advance. 

Heb. Unless some one goes to the ehip. submitting to these 
things, B, tearing shall not pity the work of her garment. 

Ch. Oh chief rulers of tie city, I am overpowered. 

Her, You shall presently behold many rulers, the boos of 
.Sfiyptus; be of good courage, you will not call it an 

Ch. We are undone, we suffer, O king, unlooked-for 

Heb. It seems I must drag you tearing you by the hair, 
since you do not quickly obey ray words. 

Pbi.. Hark you, what are you about? frffln what boldness 
do you dishonour this loud of Pelasgio men? do you think 
that yon have come to a city of women? Being a harbarian, 
you ura over insok'nt towards Greeks : and having erred 
much, jrau have done nothing rightly in your mind. 

Hee. In which of these things have 1 eired contrary to 

Pel. First indeed you fbiget that you are a stronger. 

Heb. How not? I have found what was lost. 

Pel. Having addressed which of the natives as patrons. 

Her. Hermes the searcher, a very great patron. 

Pel. Having addressed the gods, you in no way reverence 
the gods. 

Heb. I reverence the duties at the Nile. 

Pel. But those here, are nothing, as I hear from you. 

Heb. I will lead away these, if some one does not snatch 
them from me. 

Pel. Yoh will rue it, if you touch them, no long time 
after. 

Her. I hear words by no means hospitable. 

Pel. For I do not hospitably receive the Bpoilen of the 
gods. 
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Her. Having gone thou mayest tell these things to the 
sons of ^g^ptiM*. 

Pel. I'hia is unheeded in my thoiighta. 

Her, But, that you way know, I will more plainly speak ; 
for it is proper that an herald deulare all things clearly — how 
shall I say, and by whom, that I come deprived of the train 
of kindred women? Mars determines not these things by 
witnesses, and puts an end to the strife not by lie receipt m 
silver ; but before that there are many slaughters of men, and 
trampling-down of lives. 

Pel. What does it behove you to say ? Hai-ing at length 
learnt what is ]'\ifit, do you yourself determine, and your fellow- 
voyagers. But you may lead away these willing indeed 
according to the inclinations of their minds, if a lawful speech 
can persuade them. But such an unanimous public decree of 
the state has been passed, never to give up by force the train 
of women. Of these things the nail is firmly driven through 
and through, so as to remain fixed. These things are not 
graven on tablets, nor sealed in the folds of books, but you 
hear them plain from a free- speaking tongue; but with' all 
speed take yourself from my eyes. 

Hbb. Know this, now you will undertake a new war ; but 
may victory and strength be to the males. 

Pel. But you will find males inhabitants also of this land, 
not drinking wine made fifom barley. But do you all, with your 
loved attendants, take courage, and go to the well-fortified city, 
inclosed by a deep device of towers. And there are indeed 
many public abodes, but I have built witii no scant hand. It 
is pleaeant to inhabit well-built abodes with many others; 
but if it be any greater pleasure, you are at liberty to dwelZ 
also in abodes which hold but one &mily. Of these choosa 
the beat and what are most pleasing. But I will be your 
patron, and all the citizens, by whom this decree is now passed. 
Why wait you for more powerful ones than these ? 

Ch. But in return for good things may you abound with 

■ Surd]' th«e vencs shquld be allntted thus ; Bac. oi yAp raSi, 

Kijp. d/Joue — Bae. iW we— Kijp. Kat ydp — I am psrtlj, hut diffe- 
nntly Bntl«|)sted hj Burges. Ai ths verses noir stand, they are dea- 
dluur of meaning. Pale; roads ilSi^i ivvkv,a with Aid. Rob. The neces- 
■it; for transpasition does not end h<re, as Burgea alone bat seen, bat baa 
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f;ood, divine king of the Pclasgiaos. But benevolent send 
hither our &ther DoDQua, of good courage, prudent, and our 
chief adviser. For his i» the first counsel, where it behoves 
ns to inhabit abodes, and [where is] a place not subject to 
envT. Every one is ready to speak reproach against 
fbreigDerB: but fnay the best things befal. 

Pel. Both with fair fame, and with no wrathful rumour of 
the people regulate yourselves in the conntry, O friendly 
attendants, 80 as Dauaus has a.'^igned you to each [of his 
daughters'] a servile dowiy. 

Dam. O daughtera, it la fitting to pay tows to the Argives, 
and to eacrificB and pour libations, as to the Olympian godg, 
since they are our preservers with one mind. And they have 
heard with indignation from me what things liave been done 
with r^ard to our headstrong friends, our kindred : bnl they 
have appointed for me these attendants and armed guards, 
that I might have this mark of honour, and that I might not 
unexpectedly periah without their knowledge by the death of 
the spear, and an everlasting pollution be upon this city. I 
having obtained' such things, do you observe a proper grati- 
titiide of mind more precious'. And these things, indeed 
write down in addition to the many other written prudent 
sayings of your father, bo as in time to convince the unknowa 
btuid'. But every one bears t, ready evil tongue against a 
stranger, and to apeak slander is an easy thing. But I exhort 
you not to disgrace me, being of a time of life which is at- 
tractive to men. And by no means is the tender mature fruit 
^ easy to guard : but beasts and mortals harm it in somewise, 

J and winged and four-footed animals. Venus proclaims the 
dropping fruits : I affirm that rapine awaits them in whatever 
way diey [try to] hinder if. AJid on the fair-formed beauty 
of viigins every one that passes by sends forth a melting dart 
from us eye, overcome by desire. Therefore let us not suffer 
those things on account of which we have had much toil, and 
much sea has beenf * passed over in a ship, nor let ua cause dis- 

* Correct to Tvyxo^vovTcg. 

■ See Paler- 1 am bnt half uCialied. 
' i. e. " to show whst yon retdlj »re." 

* But tee Foley. 

* But reul oirvis' ^podq vith Heath, Dind. Palej, 



grace to ua, and pleasure to my enemies. But even a double 
dwelling is offered to us, the one, PelasgUB, end the other, the 
city gives, to dwell apail; from tser-vimtB : these things are easy. 
Omy observe these injunctions of your fiither, honouring 
modesty more than life. 

Ch. la other things may we be fortunate from the gods, 
but on account of my niature age be of ffood courage, father : 
for unless something new has been determined by tke gods, I 
will not turn aside the former step of my mind. I Go now 
celebrating the blessed gods who guard the state, Roth thoap 
inhabiting the city, and those who dwell around the ancient 
wave of Eraainufl. But do yon, attendants, receive the strain' : 
and let praise possess this city of Pelasgiane, nor let us adoro 
the mouths of Nile with hymnai but the rivers that pour 
through this country a willing stream, authors of increase, 
soitening this soiL of the earth with enriching waves. And 
may chaste Diana regard with pity this train : nor through 
necessity I let Cytherean nuptials come : but this reward is 
hateful'. I But this fevouring strain neglecta not Venus; for she 
has a power over Jove togedier with Juno : and the nearest to 
the many-counselled goddess is Uonoured for her mighty works. 
But loved companions are present nith mother PVenuB], and 
DO passion la disobedient to soothing persuasion. Bat to 
H rmonia is given a portiou of deceiving Venus and the ways 
ot loves. \ Expeditions by sea against us ftigitive, and dire 
woes, and bloody wars, in truth I dread beforehand. For 
why have they performed a lucky voyage with swift pursuit? 

Sbmi-Ch. Whatever is fated, that will take place: the 
great immense mind of Jove is not to be transgTMsed. But 
perhaps with many other nuptials this event will be according 
to what has formerly befidleu other women. 

Semi-Ch. O mighty Jove defend me from the nuptials of 
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theei 



*;gyptu 



i-Ch, Tluit, indeed, would be best: but you would 
soothe [a deity] not to be soothed, 

8emi-Ch. But you at least knew not the future. 

Seui-Ch. How can I behold the divine mind, a IkthomleU | 
view ? Pray now for moderate things. 






8emi-0h, WTmt moderation do you teach me? 

Seui-Ch. Not to pry into the affairs of the goda. 

Sehi-Ch. May roj-al Jove repel the hateful hostile nuptial) 
of the men, who deliTered lo from her miaery, weU reetrain- 
ing her with healing hand, with henevolent force haring 
founded' [our race]. 

Semi-Cq. Let him offord strength also to women, I pre- 
fer the better of two evils, and parUy good and partly bad', and 
that justice follow justice with luy prayers by liberating aid 
&om the god. 

' 1 acarcely think Paley'i constn :t, aad prefer Botbe'selepul 
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iHlDtcd lu du tatlB. b 1 uuMne lAnimis. ■J"""""" ''c' (P>^*iw.J.iw.l(i. 
"Tall h DH <:( Iba Thoa ipiudU iDd iDIimUpi nf tNa ^tiib FlEUut anUtdn, Kit bH 

ECCL£STON'S INTRODUCTION TO EN0LI5H ANT14UIT1ES, Uildi Std, wttk 

^°thI~pv" M?M*op^iEH"«B"''°^"""^*' *'"' "-"-"STUATIONS OF 

BfldDlbEn, a PbeU. alapbul bllu. Ulb-^h a[<Ti« ffrnl Pi enclt " E|/pW " (^^-U1M,)a«JT 

aiGLEFIELD'S ANCIENT VASES. finvnimdttifniiedlnH.M'HH.imptt&aSK^ 
EMaL£FIELC« ISLE OF WIGFIT. 410. BDI>iK<iFl>tn,uijraicdb;CoaKI,iiodaG«>- 

'SiCSCHVLU^ IUn;4ii bcuLifulQuBpoiitigiiifraB. Ohlini folio (pub. 



CATALOOCe OP XEW SOOKf, 

■D. llirt^-vivii bouttFcU CuBpoAittona frwn. Obiimg fnlio (pot 

N» ACTS Of MEBCY. A StHp of Kifbt CmirpMiUon.. la tlic muiiisiit 
MRT. ILLUMINATED ILLUSTRATIONS OF. X««ntj.fliiirnKla.prinMii 



CELL AND OANDV* PO ip-pli^ ^aiBw. wir] Omiranlirf 

, h,;,.. . .1.11, 1.. In OHIO of IW h«uU&l Un, E«|r.rtop ^ 

GEMS or ART. Ml r IUllt.«*»BT, CttTP. Bimiom 
[■..r ..I. Ml •..in. 1^1 '»U1>. IWla, ImnifUBp^Biinii.lDfKl- 
GILLSAY 5 CARICATUR ™'(^ fn*" "■* ** (inil PI«m, nil eDcnTcd b^Uiuttl 



QILPIN'S PRACTICAL HINTS iCAPE QARDENINO, -ftkUH 

Kteaivki gn OmaMH InUHcRrL ■.iiluUi(piib.u iL), r>. ' 

OOETHCS FAUST, ILLUSTRATED BY BETZSCH mSflliMnUful OiiUipa, royalMi 
QDODWIN'S TOMESTIC ARCHITECT!.' RE. A Serin bS Kcu- Detitmi for Mtnami, 

BRINDLjRV^ (capt.) ,Yi'^^^„'JJ5'f;aifp^'5'|^'',"t; '^c'o^T^"^- *"" A'fCHI- 

HAMILTON'S CLADY} ATTITUDES. M bold OnUine Engtanng,, „«! ^((, jj-, 
«l«b. leiurwt (i>Db. ■( If JIf. etf.), JOf. sd. ' ^ ^ 

HANSARDS ][;-'-"*T,J£T^--?.S'S?°L*f,f "" rt 1^''K"'*"'"Pl«leni«Mrji»l 



HARPIS'SQAMEANDWILD ANIMALSOFSOUTHERNAFRICA, lu^e imperiil 

HARRIS'S WILD SPORTS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA. ImperiBl 8vo. !B beantihillt 
a)ii<ati Eiar.Tliiji, ud ■ Mip (psti, .1 li. ». ), (111 elMli. (Ill «!(■■, lY. i,. ™,J 

HEATH'S CARICATURE SCRAP BOOK, os60>hei!tt, conbunioi- apwardi otVm 

wJiii ■UHmil 'uVku. I'iMllidM (bl^U ^tiA'i Omnium Ol'1ltc'?'l>^^!%J!? 
■oDia tn London 1 Boflilimid T>o(iin.w.; BHil^oriiDiiiimiuattluli.tl^, of Pr^% 



PUBLISHED OK SOLD BT H. O. BOHN. 



HOOARTH'S WORKS 


j%'i.'!5."?Sitt"ii«i«S^il;««^^ 


fldePl.tm.linclud 


HOLBEIN'S COURT C 


FHENRYTHE EIGHTH. ASuiaof m)ei,u«te 


hum A^ISki '^'i-' 


ANGLER'S 


MANUA^ljE^trf hj EnwA.D^J>i^ 



HOPE'S CMTUME O 



HOWARD (FRANK) ON COLOUR, o . Mi.x or Air. hdo; >d AdipUUim sr Uh 

HOWARD'S (HENRY, R. A.l LECTUDES ON PAINTING. IVlivend nt the Rpfal 
HOWARD'S (FRANK) SPIRIT OF SHAKSPEABE. 48SfiiieOoUiiiePlBtM, miMtralira 

HOWfTTS (WAHV) UVE3 0FTHE BBITI^H QUEENS; oi, HOT AL BOOK OP 



AND MISSAL PAINTINO. 
HUNTS EXAMPLES OF TUDOR ARCHITECTURE ADAPTED TO MODERN 
HUNTS DESIGNS FOR PARSONAGE-HOUSES, ALMS-HOUSES, ETC. Sojil 
HUNTS DESIGNS FOR GATE LODGES, QAMEKEEPERS' COTTAGES, ETC. 



1 
I 



ILLUMINATED BOOK OFCHRISTMASCAROLS. SqMi 



p BOOK OF NEEDLEWORK. BjMm.OwiiH.inlhBHutnrjotNerfl 
ILLUMINATED CALENDAR FOR 1B50. CapicAfromacelnliniledMiualliniiwiiull 
ITALIAN SCHOOL OF DEBION. ConilitingoT lOOnnta.cblclIf cnireredbrBAiir 

m^^^intBdmiLu-* '" " ' ''' "' 0.IP11.B g Hi.),^. 

JAMES' (Q P R.) BOOK OFTHE PASSIONS, royiil Bni, Dlattnlcd witli IB >d(D4 



UB OF X£W BOOKS, 



1.1 BEAUTIES rFTHKCOURT OF CHAM.es THE «OaW. 



KMOirrs PICTORtAL LONDON. OmliboBiidiDSIhickkaiidnDHTOl^iBia^ 
LANDSEERS 'SIR EOWIN) ETCHINGS OF CARNIVOROUS ANIMAL& <^«^ 

plUtnr it auhjv.lk. clilafLjfUJj vork* □ (bh lAlenlcil Arlltl. elf hed ttv IiIa liroEbcrnrDU^ 
« blBFilLtij (HBAUUmtDDnpabUibBdJ, wllh JH4Er-pnn DracilptlajiB, «jb| *»., tUili 



LONpON. — WILplNSOWS LONOINA ILLUSTRATAi o«, GRAPHIC i»J 



MAIICENY OC GHUV. CEUVR^ D^ c 



MEYfllCK'S PAINTED ILLUSTRATIONS OF ANCIENT ARMS AND ARMOUH 



PtTBLISHEn OE BOLD BT H, G. BOHN. 
MILUINQEN'S ANCIENT UNEDITED MONUMENTS; comprilm- PaintBa Greek 

MOSS'S ANTIQUE VASES, CANDELABRA, LAMPS, TDIPODS. PATERC, 



HULLERS' ANCIENT ART httO ITS RCMAtNS. oriHiomiilariliaArdiieglnrTor 
MURPHY^ ARABIAN ANTIQUITtES OF SPAIN; iqnWBtiaK. in 100 inr bi^lily 

MURPHV^ ANCIENT CHURCH OF BATALHA, IN PORTUGAL, FIhiii, Elevi- 



1 



NAPOLEON GALLEKY; or. Ukulntuini oJ thg Life and Tuneaj^ Uie Em; 
" ~~ ' Hid Vhltiuv Strrlm; nntbi 









tn, lb* Klnv DrHaiiDifUi ud th* 










I 



'm'Ji 



X'S^ 



PICTORUU. HISTORy OF FRANCE AND FTB REVOLt/TIONft (ceoiptMutlw 
pariDd 17H 10 avti, bj Ohilbs Ldjeo, wlu Ah PoTinKI. ud MiBerHia lufa WB«£cui«, 
■fUr Uaalflid hr H^Hfll. Luif* kmpKlEl nis elDlb {pub- HI l/, I lli- 

PKTUHESWJETOUR OFTHE RIVBB TMAMESji" it" Wenlcrn ConntintliiaiiiB 



J 



-8 CATiLOQUE OF NEW BOOKS, 

PtNEUU'S ETCHIMOS OF ITALIAN MANNERS AND COSTUME incloliic bi 

PUOIM-S GLOSSARV OF ECCLESIASTICAL ORNAMENT AND COGTIlMEj 

nKUNS OWAMeNTALTIMBEBpOABLES, itlKledrrom AdoeiiI EiBurlaii 
»cl«rted from AonoE 

FUOIN^OOTHIC ORNAMENTS. DO floe FIUh, dnwn on Slone by J , Q, Stuin 
PUOIN'S NEW WORK ON FLORIATED ORNAMENT, viUi 30 FUtsi, tpla)i« 
|IAI>CUrFE*S NOBLE SCIENCE or FOX-HUNTING. Tar the ue of Spoitimci. ml 



rcHES FOR RUSTIC WORK, iiiclndiiig IlridEe«. Fuk and Gvia 

RETZSCHS OUTLINES TO SCHILLER'S "FIOHT WITH THE DRAGON' 
RETZSCHS1I.LUST1IAT1ONST0 9CHILLER5 "FRIOOUN," Rajd 41o, omnjt' 
REYNOLDS' {SIR JOSHUA) QRAPHIC WORKS. SCabumtifalEninvinndniiipA- 
ORBINSON'S RURAL ARCHITECTURE; beinp > Kcriea of Ttni^i fnr OmunEDlil 
ROBINSON.S NEW SERIES OF ORNAMENTAL COTTAOCS AND VIUAi 



ROBINSON'S LODQES AND PARK ENTRANCES. 
ROBINSON'S VILLAGE ARCHITECTURE. TDUrtU £ 



•OVAL VICTORIA GALLERY, nnjirliln! 



8CHQLA ITAUCA ARTIS PICTORIC, or EnEnvlDnar the Snut PictiminUirGil- 
•HAWS SPECIMENS OF ANCIENT FURNITURE. 75 Plile., anwn from erliaBg 



SHAW^ILLUMINATED ORNAMENTS OF THE MrODLE AGES, fiom till! etllloUa 

SHAVrS ALPHABETS. NUMERALS, AND DEVICES OF THE MIDDLE AQES, 

SHAW'S HaWd-BOOK of MEDICVAL ALPHABETS AND DEVICES, iKinR a 
SHAW'S SPECIMENS OF THE DETAILS OF ELIZABETHAN ARCHITECTURE, 
SHAW'S ENCVCLOPCDIA OF ORNAMENT.KlenriwiplFB from Hiepumtud bat 

SHAWS SPECIMENS OF ORNAMENTAL METAL WORK, witb5nplut»,4to,lnud* 
SHA<Ars DECORATIVE ARTS OF THE MIDDLE AGES, Hl]iblllDtim41Fljitei,jith 

5HAW*S DRESSES AND DECORATIONS OF THE MIDDLE AGES, from (he Tib to 
raniiillDSDr >i:CoppnFltLCBQf c^BbitTmtf Woodcuri, t ptofiulon of brautlfuE InUfal LmHt^ 
ftnd exqnipki uf eurluui tdd ib«u[u DTBvntnt HrLchlDff atuly ttcrr arp ot tlili bkkly 
[|ccDiai«l 4b[l;, 2 fojL, EnpflrUL an^O* p^ntci canf<iUy enUund, biMrii (puh. U7'hfjL), 

. ihi iimi. 1 mil lun pipn. Imrarii] Ito, Uiir uliui Utiill rnlDDnd ud pickni-lii ullli 

SHAW'S GLAZIER'S BOOK, or Dnoghti 11711111: for Qluien, but not impRlmtDl for 
SHAW AND BRIDGEN'S DESIGNS FOI FURNITURE, with Cnndelibn uul iutcDDr 
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'EL i" iwtiii 



id OrnamenU. fllnitmtcd io 11 > 



I 



SILVESTRE'S UNIVERSAL PALEOGRAPHY, m Fnc-iImilM ofllw writiagj of Bvery 






iMipCB 

g2lll-,K.^^-,l3;,;t0.aj 



^^ 



r T\uv BOOKS, 



mmn ancunt «>«™*'S„si^j?'|^;^:^£'2i!'j5??;j?j^'"^«*r 



STOKEK'S CATHEDRAL ANTIQUTTIES OF INOLANO ANO WMU-ES. f^ 

snrrHAAirs monumental effioe^ or shut bditain 



""^ .Jl •«• "lUlTO tJ»bl, 111 



■fFdrcBTimA** 



STRVTTS DRESSES ANDtUBITS OF THE PEOPLE OF CNQLAIUl^ 

.. .._^... --imtw C iw i i, No iW null iB'pnnd SdWu. >■ Ct- 

•hU.' II. n. Tki f'uu> '^inuui7 " I ■■minitrri u asu, iiM 

!> TlKnT « OEBAL M«0 iOCLUUxnCAL ANTiaumES OF EHOLMe 
riMilalj !■■ M M ■■ IM ille ■ wMMim l f or •n Ikt Eulbk tl onmt. f rja Ed>iHai 



TATTEBSALL'S SPORTING ARCHrTCCTtJBt«™li™nj the StHflV'nnn. lie sail 
TRENDALL'S DESIGNS FOR ROOFS OF IRON. STONE. ANO WOOD<^ 
TURNER AND GIRTINS RIVER SCEMEHY: fcho. SO branliful Eninwriiin oa 9<if 



rr or PnmcE. 69 hi^hly-flnalii^ Uo 
WALKER^ANALTSISOFBEAUTYINWOMANk ^mdcdta^ ■crilicul Vingflii 
mUPOLEV (HORACE) J 

ti Slfliuul. MU Hdhs k; 

WWmNffTONS HISTORY Of STAINED GLA^ f" 



V":^ 



1 



WESTWOODS PALEOOBAPHIA SACBA PICTOBIA; being HieriMonilMtnitiBBH 
WHnrON'S JOSEPHUS. lULUSmATED e DITION. ooBplltri ogntaniiiB both Ui 






WHITTOCK'S DECORATIVE PAINTER'S AND QLAZIERV auiDE.<»i>tiioyaithii 

WHITTOCK'S MINIATURE PAINTER'S MANUAL Fnnljirap Sio, 7 calouicd plitu, 
WIOHTWICK'SPALACEOF ARCHITECTURE,* BBmanianttrt mil Hiatoiy, Impe- 
WrUp'S ARCHITECTURAL GRANDEUR al Bclgitmi. Gemiiiiij, uid France, M fiaa 
'', Wy^'l ENOLlSH CATHEDRALS. Twel.B Mloct 'ei.niplw from ttie Cottiednli gt 

WflLD'S FOREIGN CATHEDRALS, 12 Platu. calonred sod mcnutted like Dnwinti, id b 
WLUAMS' VIEWS IN GREECE, Bt boulii'iil Line Engmvings ta; Milleu, Hq>3- 
WINDSOH CASTLE AND^rrS ENVIRONS, INCLUDIND ETON, b; Liitch 
WOpOS ARCHITECTURAL ANTIQUITIES AND RUtNS OF 



I 



Natural 'j^istorg, Sgritnlmre, tn. 

ANDREWS FKURES or HEATHS. wilTi Soienlillc IleBmplioo^ « rol^ rnjil Bm, 

villi Ht uuiiiroiii eoiDuiid FUi» {B<it>. •< m.) , eioUi i<ii, ;i. loi. iw 

BAUER AND HOOKER'S ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE □ENER'A OF FERNS, 

BEECHEV.— BOTANY OF CAPTAIN BEECHEVS VOYAGE, (n^rjilnii an 

jj'?i-a'! BM.nl, iSa'tr."!?. w. A'mim.'B.a.. iTnuuiii b^ Its PlIM^bt^UMto 

BEECHEV.- ZOOLOGY OF CAPTAIN BEECHEYS VOYAQE, om^lei] frawfte 

* Ki4.; A«iiUlu.hyJaBVEDTAiu»l>liAT.£H. fflieJIa- hj'v.SavikBV,Uuj. ; aDd QhId^I 
BOLTON'S NATURAL HISTORV OF BmTt5H SONG BIRDS Tllnrtnneil viifa 

.MIOWiri ILUMfDATIONS OP THE LAN[> ^ SHELLS 

or akUlAT BlriAIK AHD IUGLAIILIj ilth I I i.Liei of ill 

Kicla.UiUl«llhlllidH, •HiuiU'l)di»IIIIuiii N .' 'V.I. ' Mi 
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12 CATM.OCCB OT KEW BOOKS, 

CARPEN-rett-S 'OOLOGY^ A WJ^INSTINCT^IN ^ANIMALS; n S;.iMBr,ticV^n 

CARPENTEO-S VEOrTABLt »IV8IOU>0Y^ AND BOTANV, intWiB i 




DEJUSSIEVS ELEMENTS OP BOTANY, tramlited IjJJ >I. Wiuox. P.LS.b 
DONS GENERAL SVSTEM OF OARDENINQ AND BOTANY, 4 ntfLroriK 
DON'S HORTUS CANTABRIOIENSIS I llin«slh Eaiticin. Bvo (pub. ttilii 
DONOVANS NATURAL HISTORY OF TKE INSECTS OF INDIA. I^"''!^ 

D0NQVAN3 NATUHAL HISTORY OF THE INSECTS OF CHINA. £l>luitdt| 



DONOVAN'S WORKS ON BRITISH NATURAL 

■".'ii^Hi? i'^f'ipiK l;'»''Tf'phL?'"'''" "Hjcwlis^'"^ *^"'^''""'"^ 

DOYLE'S CYCLOPEDIA OF PRACTICAL HUSBANDRY, niil Kqnl ASkii 
EPISODES OF INSECT UFE. 3 vols. Cro-n Bro, wilh lOH iUnntntioiu. tiBtfJl 



OBURY'S ILLUSTRATIONS OF FOREIGN ENTOMOLOGY; wherdnanolubM 

I(iim Minim (iriflBUr puL al III. lull, lu^T-lKinHl miinicu, u. If^i^"'"'' ''""S 
MOULD'S HUMMING BIRDS. A Gcnovl HiXor; of the Troehilids, or HatgiiUK 

ORCVILLE'S CRVPTOOAMIC FLORA, compiuingDieFriiinjuil SpeciCBfoand in OrnI 
pun M. It ii ont 01 ifc". MM '«\™«L iuia^i'viuvML'\Siu™°''tJSl^,^„',''{J^2J!"^ 



PTTBIIBHED OH SOLD BY H. G. BOHK. 13 ■ 


HARDWtCKE AND OBAVS INDIAN ZOOLOGY. Tuenlj p»r1s, fnrainp two vol* 




,. Bttrss!a,,-s'*-""--"-''--"'""'''-'"'!i;ai ■ 


j MOOKER'SEXOnCFU)BA.CTOlmininiylBBrti»nilD<Mitpt™niofrtnordtlinwi» ^^ 


•n iiiiiUcil Id Hh Arti, In Hnllcinc, lul Id fiomfiilt Kcnoomj, loirtliBi »ilh ivcidDul 




HOOKER-S FLORA HOHCALI-AMEfllCANA : OR TRE BOTiNT OF BRITIBH 




JABDINES NATURAUSra UBRARY, *» "Ii. IMa colonrtd Flitra, eilra red doUi, 


=^-Siss£s:r;::s:is„,..~. .■.,,«.. 




S: ;: it BSiti.'* 
S- ; S:Sa-'5.. 


5^ ■'■ jS.?*^ 


a,,.;-. I:K<„a..,.«»^ 
it : !:!*"""',■!;; 
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14 CATALOGUE OP SEW BOOKS, M 

LATHAM'S □ENERALHISTORVOFSIRDS; lKiigtbeirrtnn1H1iti^nnd1!lenn[> 



UNDLEY^ BRITISH FBUITS; ORFIOTrnES AKDDE'lCmPTlONSOTTfrEWOSr 
laU« KDrliGdluua;%aEiB^ (pub. ■! lei. Ut.|, luirbauadnuuacaQ uu«.|ilt c<l|faa, fi^u. 
"Th\t U u Fxqairilelr beauiinil work. Svery plole If like a blflbly flniihed dnirlarp 

UNDLErs DIQITALIUM MONOGRAPHIA. P[^, 3B;litHD(theFuiKlai»((iA 
LOUDON'S IMR5) ENTERTArNINQ MATURAUST. being ?ripa1«r nnini^lte^ 









LOUDON'S (J. C.) ARBORETUM ET FDUTICETUM BRrTANNICUM. or Ot 
LOUDON'S VILLA G»RDENER.ctra.prfting lie rtinim of laatjnrliiinTniaHaiaeiioii 

LOWS DOMESTIC ANIMALS OF GREAT BRITAIN, eiempmiHl hi nrt;-tii loft 
Kl.'d.'i'w'i'nBi'M SybX'n, l£s.'",°.V. 'pI'°"S>''"j''sIiilMr£aJ^'. a^>^' U"i ,^^% 

MANTELL'S (DR.) NEW GEOLOGICAL WORK. THT. MEDALS OF CRK&TRm 



MANTELL'S (DR.) PICTORIAL ATLJtS. OF FOSSIL REMAINS, connitCop d 



EXcuB^rai* wjyi*Ti twe v 
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SCHLEIDEN'S PRINCIPLESOFSCIENTFFIC BOTANY; mB 


™„,««.I„.u«i« S 


»ta>ia,UU.UUdl.rULElliriK L'KKIIIU. Ko, wlU^ usIJ ») UllulIUlDU CJ. *«>< -;^H 


Md^iel, clou. (pub. u 11. )..l, 1". M. 


IH* H 


*^^S,';?b"!.K^^?;3IX° -'■^■SPL'SIT'. ■^'""" ""' 


s"£^slr.''.''/i.'S3 1 


■ ilusdJI tH luiim ii^nhnnf in Oreil BriUin. no tlKmi Id 








fe JK'Spi.'jt'i'ii''*"' "^' '''™°''' '^-'~°°'' '°™™ '^"^ ' 




1 ^gSjSSsSss: 


'i.T'wS'fr-'iS.JIS 


i:unulr«i.>i. ^Ulft 




I plrrilonil; lllumiuM 


ihctiiaonpii^.ba* 


i-i'iu-si.=S 


sasVS ILLUBTH^nOMB OF BRITiaH OHNITHOUOOY- 


. SvDiLgMt. Soml 


BdlUon (pub. H u. Ii.i, lU. 


nu 




..,r pobli.hml. 10 »te. inilo, .IIB lim )».ullfullj caloureJ PUl.i, 






: iiih.nlbnlilirlpak.it 








u.iirt».i:,«««4. 


SIBTHORPC'S FLOHlE QRlECHE PRODROMUSi live Finn In 


nug iHiiiiinm Ed«u.. 








SMITH'S (COLONEL HAMILTON) HISTORY OF THE HU 


r^^JoSPJ-^t 






in, UbAHap-IxMUl 


(lll(l«h(p.lb.U7..W.).i<. 












tMScW^ct, 11 uniHid b, up..ra. c[ m mip..^^shtlK. tichea OD 












iiuiu VI... or »j«»- 


srasx'^'sttisf.'sffi^iri.-nTr. ri"-"" - "^ 


r»«,=«iiJ^fi3; 


-^5?riH*?'5^Si??'^s,cifey^5r.sr.i™"^«??.'^5^ns^. 








7iglir(..DdI><!MPip- 


tlDS< ol .11 il« Onv.i.ti( Biill.il Bulln. «llua tj linot.AM^ !,». .. 






I.1..),cIdU;,1I.U.1H« 






STEPHENS' BRITISH ENTOMOLOGY. 1! 'o!". B*", IW >3il 


ourrf PUtn (piUKrt 


au.J, bill iHnuid. V. lU. 
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DESCBIFTrOKS OF 






.. «.i....l. B.U..U ^ 


SVMINSON'S 200L0CICAL ILLUSTRATIOMG: at. OUSi: 


NALViaUBBSAND ^H 


naBcuiPfiuNo of nkw. iiahe. ob iNiEUBsriNia am 




is"^XSiruv.Tr,=,;Kf'j'r.'°.-^::Tiirb^:si''ss'i.„?s'i', 




ti^.», ».<.. ^m 


amOTt FLORA AUSTRALASICAi ot, il SELF.Cl'lON OK HANDSOME OB ^M 


CUBIOUB PLANTb, Nltku of H»r Hoiluit iddlbl MuCIl Bu III 
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CkTkLOOUE OF NEW BOOKS, 

Slisullaneous ^nslisfi 'Ettetaturc, 



I 



BACON'S WORKS. Iwlh CnjIiHi .nd latin. Vf ith u Intmdnetmj TjH^j tni et/al 
BOfWELLS LIFE OF_DB. -I^SONj BVTWE RIGHT HON. J. C, CBOKH. 

SJlTwn »|i»»l»n»«»n ValMm it AMOliiMi hj H.,iik,, Pioin, MniruiT Tun 

Mlu. iW 'llmu -I iauingU, brij HifniM ma ai»J, Hvm bmrlaia h. arnMlft 
■UQin. >!.. eliB, Hliwl u II. lit. >.>'—' 

Tlita Hv. 1iima>«4, lid bttUIji fblftin' •dlUoa, bHbUruir prlnivd Id Uw iwbiuufHBHf 
■lrWllur»«u<BliDO'<«ilA>.l> l«l lueH a •AUoa w Of. JabusaliLuielFlDnlul 
mnuHiiid. U «c <i IM Xu maiMi In iH laiivMiBtiiutT minRm 9t Uic piBi* 
MlUai. IW Hr> : <-8Hkl Ikutoi DIVVRUIkt (It, uilliald rudllr In (our uiln 
an BW wiAl ifttr lU. UibkHU bnikiBHigri*B(nlud «iri^.d3ni." 
BBrnaH EBSAYlSr&tu, SpKt«l«,^er, OiuidkB, Kirablei. Adventdier, iikr, 

BBfTOH "^fT^CABjrrtTEprriOK matainini tb» complete WoAi oTltapiii- 
BROUGHAM'S (LORD] POLITICAL PHIL09OPHV, indEMaj on the BntuliO» 
BROUCHAM-S (LORD) LIVES OF MEN Of LETTERS AND SCIENCE, 'hi 
BURKE'S lEOMUNDJ WORKS ^ilh t BlographicBl and Criljcnl IntnidactuiQ i) 
■"85^?.SK*=I?W!'i'IR'*.S£ H,¥,*'^''''T„OR. OENERAL ARMOURY Of 

Ko'''ll 1?iV>'cd1Im f A W^ lUod ?a» io l^SIT" '™°"' f"^"*!"! •" 

Klf''iltai!r"rfi«l"ii'" ''j"''''' ""'"""■p H WHiiTiiniiiiK. iinliVlll,f,'d',!ih°'.n di^B 



BURNETT'S HISTORV OF HIS OWN TIMES, AND OF THE REFORMATION, 
BURNS^WORKS. WITH LIFE BV ALLAN CUNNINGHAM. AND NOTES BY 



I* ill U (If piiu. Tk> Micr idniwrinch 

■Mteiun <riM LinhT Alhu CnnilnihiK e 

CAMPBELL'S UFE AND TIMES OF PETRARCH. 



PUBLISHED OB SOID BT H. H. BOHN. 
GARY'S UVES OF EHGUGH PO^TS, tnFplemeDtiiilDDB. Johbidb's "Liia." 
CKUftTON'S RAILROao BOOK OF ENQLANO ; nittoriral, Topogmphical, isd 

CLASSrc TALES. Cabinet Edilioii, cnmpnunE Uie Vicar of Walieflelil, ElizBbeU^ 

COPL£YS^(FORMEnLY MRS. HEWLLTD HISTORY OF BLAVEBT AND ITS 
f COWPER'S POETICAL WORKS, ini^ludins kia HcinieF. editgd li; CtiY. rinsmUA 



DAVIS'S SKETCHES OF CHINA, Sarini; imInlandJoanic]rDf?oiiTMiiiilh>; with 

DI8DIP4SB)BUOMANIA^R BOOK MADNESS- A BMoKnpMrnl Roicsin. Nnr 

n<h muy oTHblch ire nn> Qnt vldtil (nb. u 31. Ji.l ehjli. If. 111. lu. Luja Pipii, Impt- 
ItlllTO,ii(iiUUiiBli •s; m mlilci win pilnud (pub, UU. Ji.|, nlntb.U. Ui.U. Alt 
TlltlHl«bnlcdWarb,vbk>iaDUH>liBnl«rIilBBail DTiroinuira »IEAllMmort tAliubl* 
bfmDiUon OB ftU UUIagniqUoiU lulljtEli, 3iH Loa^lifeD vnTBrvre bdiI » 
niu— IbfliDiillpftpAriirV.Br-i iwdlhf lu^-pipflTlbrapwudaqT AOgaJ 
DIBDIN'S (CHARLES) SONGS. Admirilti edition, coinplete, wilh a Mei 

DOMESTIC COOKERY, byBljia;r (Mas. HuBoiiLil. Km Edition, irtthm 
ENCLIEH CAUSES CELEBRES. OR EEMABKISLE TRIALS. Sqaan lihna {pnb- 
FENN'S PASTON LETT-EH& Qri^mHtttenot th=PputMi Tsmily, wriltea anrinBllw ] 

IA£|niwrtU«nl& tDabi'DlatiluipUfv,iui4 tddfUiiv oa^y Uih aian nwdnn.mdihlr Icnien, 
nabtltkkd br Fnu. 

»'n«FvIpi|]<n*naniai1inpar1ull«t]loDnjrtotLFpraBnnive»TuimDnDtv3(ilt^, aad 
«}mB Ui u a prvflloua Llnl Id tbe chain at Uib hotbI hluon o1 EDftud, vblcb Ibrr altWB la 

nELOINCS WORKS, EDITED BY ROSCOE, COUFLETE IS ONE TOLIlin , 
FOSTER'S ESSAYS ON DECISION OF CHARACTER; on aUui'in 

FOSTER'S ESSAY ON THE EVILS OF POPULAR IQNOflANCE. Now Edilittl 

Btmi^r clnlmitahiriUmvu-d." 

fit -to,, U1..U»» .bleb H d™n™."-Dr. f,. .i«„i. 
FROI5SARTS CHRONICLES OF ENGLAND, FRANCE, AND SPAIN, &o^ ^e*^ 
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18 CATALOGUE OF XEW BOOKS, 

^^ ■ ^^ 

FnonSART. ILLUMINATED ILLUSTRATIONS OF, 74 Placet* printed in gold ■< 
cotouri, I «oiB.Bupci-iu)»l i*o, half iKiUBd, uncut (pub. ai 4L l>*«'i M. 10*. 
i — — > tk« •»m9, iMif paper. 3 voIa. niyal «to, hmit ImiumI* aaoal (pub. aft IM.lth), fl.li 

FSQISSARTS CHRONICLES. Willi THF. 74 ILLl'MIXATED ILLUSTRATIOVS. 
ThM'.KIKI), x«nU. •ii|>ri mjal feto, eltfuitly balf-bouad xtd morocco, ^t rndgt^^trnhk- 
BBti all) tuoicd (pub. ai Ci. i**.), 4i. Itw. lUf 

QAZ£TTEER.-NEW EDINBURGH UNIVERSAL GAZETTEER. A^TD GE06BA. 
PIIICAl. lilClloNAHY. nuie complat* liianany hrtbartapahtlahad. Hrw Edhloa. h*M 
aiid Citmii eted to the preaent time, liy Jokv THonaOll (Editor of tho Vnimfnmi AUti,kt.], 
very thick Bto (lu4u paires) Mapa (|iuh. at lla ),ciofh. Itt, 

Thb compreheBhlva volume la the latcKt. and by lar tba boat UnirorMi] Oaaottoer of MsdR 
It iBCludraa tail aceoiaat of AffghanUtjui, New Zealaad, kc ftc 

GELL-S (SJR WILUAM) TOPOGRAPHY OF ROME AND ITS VICINITY, ia 

Inprotrd Edition, complcta In oaa vol. n^o, «ith aevciai PUtos, cloth, lie. With a veiykw 
Map of Runieand lu Envlrona Crom a moat careful tr%o"oiii«trleal munmy), moantsd oa w 
aad folded in a case ao aa to furm a volume. Tofretber I vola. Svo, cloth, 1^ la. Of 

**'nicae volnmeaarc ao replete whh what U Taliuhla, that wero wo to eww l oy o«rfidh» 
iouraal. we could after all anrd but a meairre Indkatloa of thair iutaioat and worth. Itk, 
indeed, a laatlnjr memorial el eminent literary exertion, deipotatf to a aiil^eet of great iapat* 
aarc. and one dear, not only to rv«ry arbular, but to every roadar of iBtolUgonce to vfaaa tt 
tmih of hlatory la as oltfect of coaalderatioa.'' 

QILUES' (DR.) HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS, relatiiig toBemarkable Periodiortk 
Aacceaa of the Ooap«l.lacludlnir t e Appendis aad Buppiemeat, wiA Pnteaaoaad GooliBMhii, 
by the Hev. U. Bom ar, nqral Hvo (pub. at Ifti. M.), cloth, 7*. M. IM 

GLEICS ME OIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS* fint Qororaor-Genenl of BnpL S 
vole. Svo, Ane Portrait (pnb. at 2/. U. ), cloth, U. U, * gu 

GOETHE'S FAUST, PART THE SECOND, u completed in 18S1, tisMhtad nte 
Bnirliah Verao by Joim Macookald Bsix, Eaq., aoooad Edlticm, feao. tvo (mih. atikk 
cloth. 3a. *' Wt 

GOLDSMITH'S WORKS, with a life and Notes. 4 toIi. feap. 8to. with engravvd TEfls 
and Platea by Btoth aju> aod CauixaH akx. Maw ud elegaat BdttioB (pub. at U.I. Ota 
doth. I2«. 

" Can any author— ran even Sir Walter Scott, he compared with Oi>1danaith for the varied. 
hi>.iui\, mid i)()\«er (>rhihC()iti]>ositi()ii!>! You may take him and 'cut him out in little utan,' w 
nifiri) lialits uoen hf prrsfnt tu lUvimAKinauon."— Athenaeum. 

'*Tlii> vdlunifi of (tdltihmith will ever cuoktitute one ot the moat precioua ** wella of Rngti*^ 
undclileii."— Quartrrti/ hei i- u\ 

CORDON'S HISTORY OF THE GREEK REVOLUTION, and of the War* and Cam- 

paiirii.<- aii'ini; from the StriiirKlr.M>f tlie (ireek Patii<>ts in einancipntinfr their countrv rmm the 
Tiirlvi.sti >>)ce. Hv ilie laie '1'iio.m \» OokI'OX, General oI a iJivision of the Greek Amy- 
Second Ildition, 2 volk. 8wi, MuitH ami Plans (pub. at It. IM.), cloth, Hit. Cd. 111! 

GORTONS BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY. A new and enlarged Edition, with a 
8u]>plenii-nt, completing tlie Work to ttiu present time, 4 vols. 8vo, cloth lettered, II. IU.6d. 

GRANVILLE'S (DR.) SPAS OF ENGLAND and Princioal Sea Bathing Phices. 3 roU. 
post 8>o, with large Map. and upwar«ls ol jo beautilul Wood -I'ta (puh. at 1^ 13*.), cloth, ISi. 

It4l 

GRANVILLE'S (DR.) SPAS OFGERMANY, 8vo, with 39 Woodcute and Maps (pub. at 

l^«,), cloth, <ji. ua 

HEERENS ;PROFESSOR) HISTORICAL WORKS, translated, from the Genwinm. 

—Asia, New Eilitii-n, cotnpleti- in L' vols — Africa, 1 vol.- Kuhopk and its Colo.niss. 1 
vol.- Amii.nt (iHi:i.i-K, and Hi'nTokkal Trlatlsfs, 1 voI._Majjuai, of Ancib»t His- 
tory, 1 vol.— togeilicr G vols. 8\o (formerly pub. at 71.), c.oth lettered, uniform 3/. 'it. 
*)i* .Vrw aw(/ Cniiifiiete i.ditii'iif, n-ith General liideirt. » • • 

" Professor Hecren's lIistori< al Researtbes stand in the vtry highest rank among those with 
wliith modern Germany ha.s enriched the Literature oi Luropc." Quarterly Rrvieu-. 

HEERENS HISTORICAL RESEARCHES INTO THE POLITICS, INTERCOURSE 

AND TRADES OF TH K ANCIENT NATIONS OF Al RICA; including the Ca it I^Kinlans! 
Ethiopians, and Egvptiaiit>. New (-ilitidii, corrected thiouKhoutj with an Ind x Life of the 
Author, new Appendixes, and other Auditions. Complete in 1 vol. kvo, cloth. Km.* 

HEERENS HISTORICAL RESEARCHES INTO THE POLITICS, INTERC URSL 

AND TRADES OF THE ANCIENT NAIIONS OF ASIA: imlu.iin!? the PerhTanaTPhoe- 
nicidiis, Babylonians, Scytliian.s, an<i Indians. New and improved Edition comulete in I 
vola. 8VO, eleirant y printed (pub. oriirinaiiy at 2/. 5«.), cicJth. ll. 4«. ' *^ 

'* One of the most valuable acquiaitiuna made to our historical atoriea ainco the davs of 
Oihbon."— /{^A^noruiR. ' 

HEERENS ANCIENT GREECE, tnuislnted bv BAivrEOFT; and HISTORICAL 
fREA'lISES; viz.— 1. The Po.ithal consequences of tbo ReformaUon. II. The Rile Pi«^ 
gress, and PracUcal I nfluencc m Political 1 lieoi ie*. 1 1 1. The Rise and Growth ot the Conti- 
aentai In teresU oi Great Britain, lu v NQV.Kvu.^\\,\x\Twi«x,cVav^,AX». .« **««•« 



f 



PUBLISHED OK SOLIPbt K. G. BOH^f. 19 

HEE«IEN'S MANUAL O 



"A igrt clivrlliui nloe, •bleb >UI dilTau nurgl liniial>it|[> bTRPinlloni. unirill Ita 
MEEREN'S MANUAL OF ANCIENT HTSTORY, particnlirkwith njaritaiUaOmM- ' 

-i.....cc.<CD>»aG.«iQH.u. Mm..u...m. .„..ug<,»n> ™. .^ ,1., u™ ur » Ztt^ 

HOME AND SMOLLETS HrSTORY OF EWGLAND. "^"""P'^^ i^ 1 '"^TW roU "iOi ■ 

JMWFS'S WILUAM THE THIRD, "°'''"i°*,[J;J."^"jJ^'J|'' ^li^jili"''?^^? 

InUittpvb, U^J.Sf^;. eliHh, iH^ INI 

JMCNISCH-SCHESS^RECEPTOR; sne- iniiljmrfOreopaingiof Gbjii^ tnu- 

9HNSDN'S roR.) ENGLISH D\cmo 

JOHNSONS IDR.) LIFE AND WORKS, 1: 
JOHNSONIANA; a CollcoIJDn of UimdUnr 

JOHNSTON'S TRAVELS IN SOUTHERN ABYSSINIA. thnmibtlieCointrrnf Add, 

KNIGHT'S JOURNEY-BOOKS OF ENGl-AND. HEKKH^niHE, indndtnti > hdl 

BAMPSBIREh Innlfldhijlhft UlBftf Wljhi- Wlih 33 Enrnvlpsfl go Wood, aoil B larg« Hlo- 



I 



I ENBLAND. .- _-, 

KNOWLESS IMPROVED WALKER'S PRONOUNCING DtCTIONARV. conUiiiliu 
LACONICS; OR, THE 

LAMARTiNES HISTORY OF THE RESTORATION 4'"li. p">l Bi 



i 



^t CATALOOUE OP NETT L'OOKS. 



LkNE« KORAN. SELECTIONS FBOM THE. "iUi m fntennmT) Comrnoi 
ilMUS ICOU TRAVELS IN THE MOREK. S mil. 6>n. Witli a very Iv^ H^f 
UMWSIMONKI UFE AND CORRESPONDENCE. witU mniiT PieMi in md 

urnEB^ UFE or, eowi^d, first earl of clareindon, wiit o«4 

''^n*lK^Mff.«^lSI^"l^*'vii"E?'''^v** ""STORY, BIOOBAm 

MACOREGOH'S PROGRESS OF AMCniCA FROM THE DISCOVERY 

■mOOLM'S MEMOIHOF CENTRAL INDIA. Two rab. Sto, Uiinl ediIioii.nlkl 

MALTE-eRUN AND BALBCS UNIVERSAL GEOGRAPHY i mmiiiiuDE, L M 

Mri»Uiifcftoi»li.»i.t.»r.hl«iiut«.orUlt6tCMiilrlMWiht wSrw.'fiM ■dIuUi' 
■IMn, mUri u< WMIM Ibmi^iml, •lib u Aiplutcllnl lnilei M i,"™^'^^ 

niEk*»,tMi(r<>v>iu,u>.).i-tyceaMM.. _ 

WARIIYArS BORNEO AND -niC INDIAN ARCHIPELAGO. Impeml M 

MAimWS (MONTGOMERY) BRmSH COLONIAL LIBRARY; tonmi 

"' ^ ^ G*aETdTbv— QcploTT— CltmBtf— ADtmAl. Vegc|abl«/BDiI Mljicral ...... 



._.".';.°s:.^J::.°'fc,.'.,.'jL..'.......,. ^ -Dip«i 

_^_,. ............. ».-....,...„,.... 



3>fkMnn, EAHulhD, ficrbiK, AajuLuI. TunoU, £t. Klu'i, fiiubuiU, AniiifUA,' Uoaiwi 

TnU vni,— TflA Ear IntJH. VdU 1. nauiitLorljFPgil. HkiItu, Bambir, Aetv ^ 

MARTIN'S (MONTQOMERVl CHINA. PoliCirDl. CgmmntiBl, ud Socisl. T«sti 



MAXWELL'S LIFE OF THE DUKE OF WELUNQTON Tim inndKraiB lolt S" 



PUBLianTiTJ OB. HOLD BY It. Q. BOnN. 

MINIATURE UBBARY (BOHWS.) 

BARBAULD AND flIKIN'S EVENINGS AT HOMEr f™prisin»aerHitTa: 

BOURRIENNE'S MeWiRS OF NAPOLEON. One >tiii;t, closel; Hut gli^anllr 
^'--'"^'iio!!V^),s<.°i<?iiirmlh^"i'Il«t«.«. ' ° ■'"'™''' "'"'' ' 



S PILGRIM'S •''J°^^;i„''^'^„^E''$"- 

BYRON'S POETICAL WORKS, inclDdinsierml SimiTsiud Foen> not pnbllibel i 
In nihil KdHiiiu, In liLlckioL, vilh • bciminilPiDnUnidnx.sliiUi lUl, 3>. U.; « vllk J 

BYRON'S DON JUAN, complcle, el epntl; printed, JVcntspieeea, oloth gDt, (pnb. 

CKEEVERS LECTURES ON BUNYAW'S PILGRIM-S PROGRESS, and the 



COLERIOGESSELECT POETICAL WOr'ks.cIoIIi pit, 2i.; nr gilt edpii, 2.. 6i 
COWPER'S POETICAL WORKS, with « Bliort Life by SfniTiim. including (for (be 



CRVDEN-S POETICAL WORKS, wat'"""" '">'■ «tUi • roittoil. TnmliijtBM 

inTviiDilu'niu.eliiUllUk St. ii:; sroliHgUliliH, <i. 
ENCVCI-OPXDIA OF MANNERS AND ET1mlETTEl«)nprin>>t™<o'F^>f<' 



HEBER'S (BISHOP) AND MRS, HEMAN'3 POETICAL WORKS- TkcnnOi. 

MERRICK'S POETICAL WORKS, cnainleij in one tliiek tolmmi, cIeiuilI;]iliBted, 

JOE MILLER-S JEST BOOK; Heine a talleetimi of tbs moH t>ctl1<nt Bon Hot^ 

cIoHlr Iml ilatulU prinud iDluvi, fKnmiplKi, rliiUiilliI(|rat.BM>.|, ».; onilbilU 

HEW JOE MILLER. A Sdeetion cfT Uudcrn JhIi, TltUdm., DroflT»1e«, ke, 

c1ilb(11t,U.U.; or (lUi (Ut Ed)!!, 9i. 
LONGFELLOW'S POETICAL WORKS, »i"., Vpjm of He Kijlit— EiangeKM— 

ae#ildc ud Flrt^fr— Hpuilib Stud«ALi-P(MtlrBl TmulftlirMti, 3toU-Ip I, pwrtlt ud 

LONOFELLOWa PROSE WORKS, X>., Uatre-Uei— HjiHsrion— Kmnagh, S 

YiiU.li. I.eloUiiillli.oU.iBriHlhijilidp.,!., —v, 

WIlLTOfi'S POETICAL WORKS, with Life and Soles hj Dr. Sibbbikq; to wbidl 

OSSIAN'S POEMS, ItanilalHl bj Mjiei-TEHsnii ■ wilj. Di«rt«iMU annnili^ 

POPE'S HOMER'S ILIAD, cnnlp1et^ willi Eiplanalor; Kotci ind tndn, ud m 

mi |pu(. •! Si.}, »"^|;>-|_« W; SU'/tlS'il'Sa^n >ll1i iKti. 
SCOTTS (SIR WALTER) POETICAL WORKS; rantnining lay of the lartMln- 

■tKj. Muatpb. LjldT or trjD Lak«. Udh tLD.I*j[ck, Kallrbj. Qa] U<.|, r.jjici. lAdOoDgif 
wltb NdUa.ftndt Life oflbi Auuidr, canmlFiB Id I Fltrtanllj priDi«d TcJume, wHtnLt ud 
froBdiiiLadt. oloUi iljl(pub. aib.). J,. Stf.j oi wltb jfilL fd^vB, ti. 
tnURM'S REFLECTIONS ON THE WORKS OF GOD. and of lii> ProriAnia 

THOMSON'S SEf^NS, vith liig 'cutlc at ludoleuu^ t beantiTiil midaiti, 
rHEK AND THE AMBER WITCH. Two itiis. 'it. oni, ■ia'Oa ■e1>'>^- ^■-. '" 



M^'ji. 



22 CATALOGUE OF NEW BOOKS, 



MONSTRCLFTS CHRCNICLES OF ENGLAND AND FRANCE, by Couoi 
Jiiisis. h:- I Nn(i:«, ii.ii iiiiH..iii« ot HO ^^■■l.llcuU ^uniform with Froissurt), 3 wk. Offf 
tt.\ *i 'vi-, . ■:.! .i:ir,etl i j u)i. at 1.. lu*. > , \t. 4i. 

MOORE S THOMAS) EPICUREAN. A TALE; AND ALCIPHRON, A POEM 

TiKM.i-.'s I ;:■■%■ mini Kilii.'ii., liBp. kto, 4 ucMiiUul Engravinss (pub. at 10*. W.),cioiklL 
or rlr^aiitit liiiuiitl lu moiiK'cu, 7*. ui. un 

NELSONS LETTERS AND DISPATCHES, by SiK HAmsii Nicolas, 7tnii.^ 

(jiiir.. ai :/. lUi.:. riuiii. 31. lit. IMMi 

OXFORD ENGLISH PRIZE ESSAYS new Kdition, brought down to 1886,5 Tolt-oon 

PERCYS RELIQUES OF ANCIENT ENGLISH POETRY, consiatiiir of Old Hen 

Hai a:«. s i.L-k. ii..ii iiiiipr IMrcrji o: our E.irliei Poeti, tnrctiier with some nm of later do. 
•lid 1 r -....M.. (>i>>.«»i>. i-iiii.pn'te til 1 »iil. mtrUiii-n jivo. New Hnii elefrant Edillmi, whhkos- 
tilii-.> ri,LF..*i-il Tit. e and Frunliaijiece, l>v Mi-.i-ii.t>orr (puh. at IA«.), cloth iriit, 7*. urf. 

'•lilt ,il .vphll. 1 ilipn Arkt hersme arqiiniiitvd «ith Buhop Percy'i • Reliqiies of AboC 
Fo«-r> .' 1 1 V i.iMt tinir, Iiki, 1 loiild si iH|te h lew khilliiiirs tOKtthet, I houirbt unto Hfft^i 
cn|i\ iir \\>r'f l.rliiwit iiluiiiev; nor do I liellrTe I ever read a book half so f r ague ally. ««tt 

" !'• :> )'b ]li;iii|UL-> a:t; llie must agreeable selection, perhaps, which exista la any laifsilb'' 

RAFFLES' HISTORY OF JAVA, with nii Arrount of Brncooleii, mnd Petails of tk 
Ciin'iiifri-i- iind litioiirvrBol tiie Indian ArcblpcUiro. Edited by Ladt RaFrLBS. TMhr 
a tu!*. ttvii, diid a t; Iciidld iiuaitu Atlaa, cuntainiuK upnarUa of 100 Plates by Daj(ieu.hiV 
fibi::> I. nil i-.itd (|>uli. ut 3<. lU«.)i CiOlh, li. 7*. ^"^ 

ROBINSON CRUSOE Cnbinet Pirtonnl Filitinn, inclndiiifr his farthn* Adrtntma. 
nil- l..lf itf In >■•! . %r , ii|i»aidi i-l tin Hne Wooilruts, from I>eaig]ia by KAmTET motltii- 
Nr» Ai.ii iin|i:i<v(-d Kiiiiion, with additlunal ruts, cloth gilt, 6a. ^^ 

Tlir i.iil\ kii <i!l edition uhlch ia qnite tnmpltte. 



Ad 



" Priliniis there exists no work, either of initmctioo or entertainment. In the Eaciisk tn- 
nu-i'. whiPli '.i.-.N hun inure crnera !v red or more deacrTedly admired, than the Life ul 
dvviittiie.t -it llolii. s->n Crusoe." -Sir H aiier&ott. 




ROLLINS ANCIENT HISTORY. A New ami pomplote Edition, Mith enzraved 
I :..i , .:.! : :.;..;i-,. 1* \i.:>. I...iir.d ia 1 >nu'. haiulsiii:..' vol. rcyal 8vo, . pub. atl.'.U.Ii 



C.ii 



1:.' ■ :. ;. :•:.-.••,!(. c 1-i :) in a c.i-r.u-t •.-.rr.; it 's iiniform in size and apneannce wi*- 
" -N- .. .' I'. i-N , : I t.ii. : .■ ; . \i. '1 ,■ I ;,.\i. u- I'uiti ns of Roilin in a sin-'ie volume iR 
ftrci'- > .•■ i.il.ti!, .iiid «.ui.i...ii > iiivi'ly l..il{ il.e wnik. ° 

ROSCOF*; LIFE AND POTiFiC/'TE OF LEO THE TENTH. »w ai>d mnch 

i: . ! ■■■ i .. :.. fi.:-ii I > i.:- > :, '. i!<iv a> I'.i.-.. ■>!•. t'.'.-i;pk-ti- ii. i stn-it xnl. i.\o. cosel^ 

l-i:' \- . .:.:- i; !■:> : r.iituJ. i ..-:... •i-,i y o lii.c I'oitrdiu, and r.umeroua i:iiis:ra:ive Eb- 
f:r..\".. -■•. .-.^ --d .i..>i tail .■■.n"t», il .•..,, 1.. i*. jjji 

ROSCCES LIFE OF LORENZO DE MEDICI, CALLED " THE MAGNIFICENT.' 

Nfi ! .! II ■ . :■ Ml '■(.■ II. 1. . . ■:.. I'd 'id I > iiN .- :.. Tii<)VA> Ilo^rdi:. C'imple:* i:i i s'.out 
V- . ■• . : .. \\...: ::. .' :. i-.j , in.ti.i. i-.-jaXa'-L-d I y nuiiurnus ilr.erravir. -s. i.,tr.viucfi 

•»» ' - ■^. »■' ■ ■•■•• '-•• mi 

"I .V . : : .. « - ■\> ..:.: ■ ^ ix; n-^-i r; y .?dr! iriti-v: of Mr. R-scoc's ponl'.js ard eruoi'.i:n. 
err:;. v.: ::-.. ■ : : u:..: : •■ :.i .i .-ri I l.a%e receivf.i. I iti-.iMi;e:,a ; :»L^■ -.rs 
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ROSCCE^ 'llUFiTRATIONS. HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL, of tJ.e Life of 

I.T. '. : .w.- .:. A:f..K. : V .^- •;.: ivc;::,.:..s. "v-. p. rtr.iit <.f L-^rtnzo, l=J 
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SHAK5PEARES PLA\S ^^iD POtV\5». \ ^v\ >xo,>x •.\s. i:v^u:jaaiory ^otcs. and a 



PUBLISHED OE SOLD I 



CRUDEN'S CONCORDANCE TO THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT, nimi 

fOXS BOOK OF MARTYRS^; Uie Acta ""* Mi^J™^" "I3l^^"^!^i^^ "^ 
FULLERS (REV. ANDREW) COMPLETE WORKS; «ith sMemoir of Wi Life, bjiat 
GRAVES'S IDEAN) LECTURES ON THE PENTATEUCH. Sve, Nob EdUian (pnb. 
JMU.'5 (THEREV. ROBERTjCDMPLETE WORKS, «llh k Hcmgir of bl> Lif«, Hj 
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MI u'agmHl •trniiiu dilMdui UnU(<i 

HENRirs (MATTHEWl COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE. TiyBi 






Si 



ilOPKINS'S (BISHOP) W"°'-^'5'?„WS;^,'il'|,"'J™™°f''5f J^f,''"'.™',^™' i 
HORNE ON THE PSALMS, a Cotnnifiilsrj on the Bonk ot Pialmj, in which 
HOWE'S WORKS, with life, by Cauki, 1 large vol.imi»riiil 8io, Fortnit (poll. it 



HUNTINQDON'S (COUNTESS OF) LIFE AND TIMES. Bra Mtmlxr Df the Hoiub .] 
LEIGHTON'S fAHCH BISHOP) WHOLE WORKS; la which i«j)reflrBa aUfeof to ' | 
LEIGHTON-S COMMENTARY ON PETER; "ilb Life by Feiisob, mmplotoiiil 
UVESOFTHE ENGUSH SAINTS. By Ilia Hcv. J. U.Hewu.b aBdolheri.U 
M'CRIE'S UFE OF JOHN KNOX, with illiitrationi oF tbo Hillary of the Reroniwtiia 



MOKE'S (HANNAH) L'FE.hT thiHn. HutKlTBoNnoH.part Sni.pTinttdnii<fiiniJT 
iSfi kH hdAi, FiHinii, Hid «ii«i Knta>1fl(i (pib. « Ui.j, (iw sioih, b. cteMi, icA 




26 CATiLOGUE or NEW BOOKS, ^M 

MORES 'HANNAH! WORKS, ramplelelnll voLi. fc-p. Bra. Willi pnrtrsiUmd ^ 
MORE'S (HANNAH) SPmiT OF PRAYER, f™p. e«D, Portrait (pulj. « OjJ. dnth, »i. 
MORE-S.^HANNAm MORAL SKETCHES OF PREVAILtNG OPINIONS AND 
ESSAY ON THE CHARACTER AND PRACTICAL 



■SORE'S [HANNAH! SACRED DRAMAS ohieflj inlendid brYouni- Poople, tartid 

MORES [HANNAH> SEARCH AFTER HAPPINESS; with Lullads, Talei, Hjnm, 
NEFF (FEUX) UFEAND LETTERS OF, IninilBtf d froni the rrenct ot M. Barr.ij 
NEWTON'S (REV. JOHN) WORKS, 1111.11 a Life or the AnUwr, bj tlit Bev. ItJ OUUi 

IIALEY'S VrORKS. fa> 1 toI. Dnuiitiiig of hit Vatnnl llieDlcET. UdtdI and PdUlBl 

RtDDLE'S ECCLESIASTICAL CHRONOLOGV; or Annaliar Ihe Chratlan Chnrd 

SeOTTS tflEV. THOMA_S) COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE, irith thetaOin^ 

SIMEONS WORKS, inclmlini; lii> S^letou of Smnom oid Hon: Homile&K ar i 



I popular worii art K^rfOr^!}/ prinlta htS3tno,^ii 



DR) EXPOSITION OF VARIOUS PASSAGES OF HOLY 

'DR. ROBERT) SERMONS: towliicli are «nnfjtatbtchirfli(B.<l«i*lll 



•TEBBING^ tl'^"'^'' °^ V*^ CHURCH OF CHRIST, fmnilhe Diet of iag 
nvRWS MORNING COMMUNINQ WITH GOD. OR DEVOTIOIML 
■nn.ORS (JEREMY) COMPLETE WORKS, witb nn Eaiay, Biogrupliiai I* 



PCBLIBHED OB BOLT! BY H. G. BOH 
ISAAC OF ONDAn) NATURAL HISTORY C 



TWVLOR'S «SAAC> FANATICISM. Thiid EdiUoD, cenCollj' ntiuiL Fcqi. Sro 
TUVLOH'SilSA^Cl SATURDAY EVEWN-O. Bevendi Edition. ^wp-Svo. cloth.Ej. 

TAVLOirS (ISAAC) ELEMErrrS or THOUQHT, or eondM EiplMntinm, ilplii- 
>Min'» .Mn..^. of tin vrludP'l Tf.™! empioxd In tt. uioil BnocU.. o( Idi.L.ciiuI 

TOMUNi'S miSHOP) ELEMENTS OF^CHBIBTIAN THEOLOCY. FonrtoHiUi 
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Asn tiianslations, 

liMMAKS, COLLEGE i 
ATLASES,— A NEW GENERAL *'''„';*J.V|.'','',^"jl ^,Ji5^u'rS?"ii?."i' um'S.S 
WILKINSON'S CLASSICAL AND ^Jj?T^''*[j^u'^^ J,'"" JJi^'^J^ 
WIUaNBONBQMEBAJj ATLAS. ^^K^iindiraprovBdMUM^i^ 
AllttWORTH-S LATIN DICTIONARY, liy nr JjiiizsoH. an^e^rind Mitoo^eoi. 

BIBUA HEBRAICA, EX EDITIONE VANDEB ^'gP^'JJ- ,J'^^^ ^.^ J^,^^ 
i (VINCENT) POETICAL WORKS, Lilin Bad i^ngliili. ISnio Ifvb. a 



OCEflO'S LIFE. FAMIUAR LETTERS, AND LETTERS TO f 

CORPUS POETAftUM LATINORUM. Edidit G, S. WiuriB. Complete 
''■tK«»l..ay.1!.i>(pah..tH.i..|,cimii,n.. ^^ ^^ ^^^^ 
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OF NEW BOOKS, 



ET PINDAHICUM. Curl SnaUB, 
DEMOSTHENES, tramtaledbTlyuNn, (he two roll. Bto, oomplttein 1 vol. lUmii. 



ORAGLIA'S ITAUAN-ENGLISH AND ENGLISH-ITALIAN 
HERMANN'S MANUAL Or ' 



LbHPRIERE'S CU^SICAL DICTIONABV. MiniilnrB EdHJon, rantainin* k ftfi 



Tkli ii Ibt hnl iniTiiint uiinil (dlilan orUn ii'erpulUlibed'lii DcUni. ■M II liDi 
Id 111 sue onliinlllti lud cluilcll ubcoLi. 
, UVY. Edileit liy PnEiiDivlI.rJI. Liril HirioriK lilni qnimne priorei, wiUi E 



NEWMftV'S PRACTICAL SVSTEM OF RHETOBIC; ft. thB Priiiel)il(a and Bnlei rf 
OXFOflD CHRONOLOGICAL TABLES OF UNIVERSAL HISTORY, fnm tin 

■G tio'flporb.BDd at IbBun* iime brni « GontluDciit dmln of Obtorr, ivlib Cteniftta^l 
Tihlii tir til Ebi pii&dHl l>;B«bLJvi. Cmqp'Btv Ib a ScgiIaih; *1^— 1- Anrjvnt HIalaHt 

PLUTARCH'S UVES, bj the I^caoBflm. Complete in 1 diicii Tol. Srg ^nb. tf 
RAMSHORNS DICTIONARY OF LATIN SYNONVMES. farthElTae arScbnoUoia 



^lI2')l5"('.^ifl'L«°Vh°^ "™^ ASSEMBUES OF THE ATHENIKM 

ELLENors GREEK AND ENGUSH LEXICON TO SOPHOCLES, trusUMk 

c.»>, t'l, (pub. Mia.i.cioih, B..611. Oiforrf, nuB^^li 

OTUARTS HEBREW CHRESTOMATHY, doiiiraea aa an InlrednclioB to i GMW 



ACrruS. Ithe Ltlin Tnl), eomplels, ffi.ni tbn Teit of Bbotpik. mill lii. EiBlamtorj 

yoiKvD, (pub, 11U.4J,}, elDlli. 101. «. 
iWENTIliS.CUM N0TI9 VARIORUM, CURAZCUNII. cnnGii^i Bcced.Inda 
^n^NEEK TESTAMENT, WITH ENQLISH NOTES. ac«inp;uiiGil b; parallel 

HniL. EDWARDS'S SCHOOL EDITION. VirgiliiSnEii. cnra Ei>ii-MiDa.<t Oneiti- 
^HnlB TlnUiinii, or NoUaud QumiIdhi, idiplrdto Iha siiiUli Furiu In gilimU. 9 'OU In I, 
1 •',# EliliecUiTiitnraueilliin'i'mar1'>>iidupiritEli (pab. MIi, ad-l, b. Bd. 

KLSON'S [JAMES PROFESSOR OF FRENCH IN ST. OREGORY'S COLLEGE) 

EN OPHONTIS OPERA, BR, ET LAT. SCHNEIDERI ET ZEUNII. AcHiUt Indei 

IMOPHONS WHOLE WORKS, tranilited bj Spilhiji juid oUiers. TLo only com- 
^OMaEdUlDDfltlitctTul. BTO, pDrInl[,(pub. tt 1^.), cloLb, loi. 



jSolJtls, Saaorfes of jpiction, Higlbt ailEaaing. 

BUIKSHANK "AT HOME:" "New Faaiilir 411.imi of Enfflcsa Enlertajiimcnt. ( 



D ADVENTURES OF J< 



GERMAN EXPERIENCES. AdlDMedto 




lES FROM FLEMISH LIFE. B> His 
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DWTTS fWlLLIAM) _. .... , . 

iWr OF THE PLANTABENETS. an Hliuneal Nutalita, UlailralinE (he FnliliB 
'' &nl Eillflon (pub. iin. Sd.),cloU>, si.td. ' l»j 

miTRVATS (CBPT.I POOR JACK. IllBitr.t(a by « largo and eiilBitilel» lieantifia 

lARRYATSPIllATE AND THE THREE CUTTERS. S.o, willi SO laoitHlenJM 

IftVllEW'S IMAGE OF HIS FATHER; or. On* Sot ii More Traible OiM » Down 

l,ER'3 GODFREY MALVERN. OR- THE LfFE OF AN AUTHOR. Bj tlis 

5) OUR VILLAGE; coraBlet* In a mil. pmt Bra, a Scrio ot Ronl 
lANTASMAGORM OF FUN. Xdltal and Uhutnited bj AtruiD CxoaaniLi. 



iBiyERSAL SONGSTER. Iltn>tial4;d hj Cbdikiha 
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3|ttfatnfl£ anU ISlEiiiEnurji a3oobs, ffipmnastits, £«. 



CflABB'S (REV.Q ) NEW PANTHEON. DT Mjllinln|C of "11 NulioBH; 
KIAPER'S JUVENILE NATURALIST. nrCunnltj Wnlki in Spring. Bum 
EQUE^niAN MANUAL FOR LADIES-liJ F»i>x Honuii. Fcap. 8< 
GAMMER GRCTHEL'S FAIRY TALES AND POPULAR STORIES, ti 
GOOD-NATURED BEAR. A Story for Children of all Aeeg, by H.Q. Hi 
GRIMM'S TALES FROM EASTERN LANDS. Sqnare ;2rao, Flntea 
HOWITTS (WILUAM) JACK OF THE MJLU S vols. ISmo, (pub. 



alilaonff ?f lb«auKclfgiD1jufciilLebHkt iTnprtdncnl, and bu Ut ABTfiEti ofbibvli 
■STALES FROM SHAKSPEARE.deripiriiirinripjll' for tbonjenfYomjrB. 



LBUDOUrS (MRSJ ENTERTAININQ NATURALIST; beinc twpnlnr 

NMRTIN AND WEBTALL'S PICTORIAL HISTORY^ OF THE BIBLE; thrldWI 
SIhAi'iiu l(i«liill«VAu»"mp'?a rj'r'W»ii."B""lthrawdPliuirt1!! B»'l'S"inSftiiS 
ThiIlilD|<.FilIullAi>»eb,Kc.|, cIoUi g»l, (Ul EdfEi, ndnnd u ISB. WbolabaiiUM 
iM>lr>1tt.llliKll»>, <•>. ^1 

PARLEY'S (PETED WONDERS OF HISTOHY. Sqonteltoio.in 

(pub. K «i), Lloib, gill «!(.■, I.. M. 
PERCY TALES OF THE KINGS OF ENGLAND ; SUriffl of Cam|n nnd SntlleJ* 

BOUM HOOD AND HIS MEfttlY FOflESTERS. B; Stffhih Ptncr. SqnaM 
SHERWOOD'S (MRS.) ROBERT AND FREDERICK! B liJc for ypuFl^ U>^ IJ 



FUBLESEES OR SOT.D BY a. G. BOHK. 31 

JANE) EDWARD EVELYN, ililcot thn REboUioD oflTUi 
U>i!! ml u.jTuul Hli,°L £"" ' ' ■■'"'■ »"■""■ P- ••■>.» "■ i«JJ 

'FOJJWN'9^ BEAUTIES OF ENOUSH POETHV, ieltitlrf fpr On mc of Yoolb, mnd 
Sm|™ V"""^ ""'°'' ■ " ' ' """■'' ' ""'". "«•«■> ' 

WOOD-NOTES FOR ALL SEASONS rofi THE POTTRV OF BIRDS); ■Scriuof 

.YOimrS <THE) HAND-BOOK OF ENTERTAIWNO KNOWLEDQC. in ■ genu 

KSi^THmJr'R'^^/fc^ 5ilwIlS;.i!tlplblS'ui!j"Mi'i(k',"Jr' "" ^"^ 

~' '' ' cUie boirt^ idip lid to tbc npuKMa ol Timiii rmpli, !■ A> 



iElnstc ana JSlusital a^Soi&s. 
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HBidc. bHutlniUr ]Mlilt«4 wlik KHiJIle If pn ipaK itli. jt,|, Himd, lb. 

tbtAJftHliar UkdnplUtaiuuplnaafHiJUBaKhepmenlupluJiBUCLlad- AJ%Hi«*l*Bt« 
USICAL DEM : ■ CUlKtion of SOU Koaem l^fi, DbfIi, Slen, ko. bf (be >Ht 



iBUWtiw, SbwrgErp, anntomi), ffi&Emisir^, 



BEHR'S HAND-BOOK OP ANATOMY, hj BrnitHT (IlemKHlraler U Oi 
BOSTOCK'9 IDH ) SYSTEM OF PHYSIOLOGY, atntfriiiag s Complele Vitw of 

BURN'S PRINCIPLES OF MIOWIf ERY. Tentli md bat IKlitiaii, thai Bn, cloth 
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CATAI,OCDE OT ) 



ANATOMY. Bojiil 8m, "ilh « hi«Kly tniibei m1» 
mnia IMUiitlau at Chw la cicrr luan ncii^ nS Uiu 

UWMMCrS bCCTUnCS ON COMPARATIVE ANATOMV, PHYSMMI 

iO<>l.iiay, jlSl) Tlrt MiTl'KAl, lllirOi(Y op MAK. H«. EJiUdd. J«ll>«.« 

LAWRCNCE (W.) ON THE DISEASES OF THE EYE. Tltird Edilion, m 
LEV^'DR) ESSAY ON THE CROUP. Sto. b Pitloi (pub.WlSt), titrUi,Sj. 
NEW UONDON SURGICAL POCKET BOOK. Thiil: rajnllSmo. (puli.Ul, 
NEW LONDON CHEMICAL '"O^KET ^BOOK i^i^jptfi ^^ Ihe IWiy M 
PARIS' lOR.I TREATISE ON DIET AND THE DIQESTIWE FUNCTIM 

niU UUM <pA. U IB.), tIMk. i>. 

PUIMBE? PRACTICAL TREATISE ON THE DISEASES OF THE 9 
UNCLAIRS (HR JOHN) CODE OF HEALTH AND LONGEVITY. SUlhlU 
SOUTH'S DESCRIPTION OF THE BONES; to^HherwilhtlirirKraiil" 

STEPHENSON'S MEDICAL ZOOLOGY AND MINERALDQYj iDClsdiBj >!■ 



aRADLtYS GEOMETRY, PERSPECTIVE, AND PROJECTION, rartteMjj 
EURO'S SIX ELCXENTARY BOOKS, bj !>». l^si>i 
JAMIESON-S MECHANICS FOR PHACTlCAI. MEN; inclndtiw Tin 



;-s:i 



BOOKS PRISTED UKITORM WITH TBS STANDARD LIDHARY. 
JOVCE-S SCIENTIFIC DIALOGUES, enkrgtd bj Pibbocil, for theliitroElip . 

STURM'S MORNING COMMUNINGS WITH COD, or DevotioiiBl McdiUtiouH 

CHILLINGWORTH-S RELIGION OF PROTESTANTS. BOO pp. 3i.«l 
GARY'S TRANSLATION OF DANTE. (Up^otilj o/ 600 p.i-ci), cum b 

MiCHELETS HISTORY Of THE FR ENCH REVOLUTION, Irimslatta by CCocrtj 

STARUNCS (MISS) NOBLE DEEDS OF WOMAN, or EiiBinplH of FBrnnli Coiin(t 



II LiTEUt. FsflSE Tia CBUTion? or thi Geiei ma Limi Clahii:^ I 



ill, Jfpau 



o JiKA^ht, JtiuMt'i OrsiM*, j 



theStv. HkiiktCabi, H.l. FmxtUfiict. 

t a. THUCYWDES. njMhfl Re*.I1.E*i.«, liiSVoli.lSji.fli/.CMb). Bmliijlw 

PLATO. Vol. I. [ly CiiiT. [Tte -ivOB^ dT Somiti™, CtitD, ChBdo. Sor-M 

l^mUTijiitiii, Flutdnu, lliemtctug. Eutiiyplirug, IjialiJ riiMIUf'te. 
LIVY'S HtSTOHY OF ROME, lilurallj (nuilltcd, VoL I,, UsaLi I Is B, 
PLATO. Vol. U. llf Davi9. [TLe Kepublie. Tinvrus. uul Cntlu ] 
LIVY'S HISTOHY or ROME. Vol. II., DooU P to SO. 
SOPHOCLES. TUeOitunl Tnuulation, Ictiial. 
CSCHYLUSrlitmll; Imntliilcd Bjr nn OiemAN. (Trine 3i. ti/.) 

.Inpcndli lo, HHitulnibg tlin nrw iTBilliigB axtn id Ilenn.TnD'» uotlliu- ] 

Doti! rivUM gf JiBcKrliu, >niiiliiti:il and HlUed by G. Uuuii, U.A.. ttl.t.1). < 
ARISTOTLE'S RHETORIC AND POETIC. Witli EsniiJimlioB Quntiou. 
UVY'9 HISTORY OF ROME. Vul. UL, Dooki e? t" 36- 
k 14. EURIPIDES, lidrrali)' Imiilitcd. fVonillie Toit oTDindnrf. lu^Voli. 
VIRaiL Bj UiviDsos. Ntw EJition, Eovlied. (PriceSi. 8J.) Kwill^rlni. 
HORACE. nj-SmM. Ku" liJkion, Bwlioa. (Price 3j. (V/.) iV«Hli.!pia(. 
ARISTOTLE'S ETHICS. By P»DP a W, Buotxn, of Kins"! Collcic. 
CICERO'S OFFICES. [OliI A^, Fningdiliip, Bolliio'> DnsiD, fvnduH, te.] 
PLATO, Vol. in. By G. BuRBKS, M.A. [Ea(li]iaoiiiiiB, ejiupniiiun. Snhiltei, 

Culilicu!, Ijiclm, Ponjitnan, Cwrjln., ksd Jl.no.} 
LIWS HISTORY OF ROME. Vol. LV. [wbidi eoinplutci llio yiaiV). 
CM&AS AND HIHTIUS. Willi Inildi. 
HOMER'S ILIAD, is pmc, liUnlly lismlaleiL Fimtiiflirc. 
HOMERS ODYSSEY, ntuna.EdoaJMH, isn Battu nj hib Kiom isd Uicit. 
23. PLATO. Vol. IV. B; G. Vv*Br.a. K A. [FIiUbIih*, aunoldci, Lncbci. The S 
'I'M'!) .VkibiadcE, imil'lca ulbccDiiiidirBci.] ■ 

I<,eE>.&39. OVID. BflLT.HlLKy.aA. CoroplettionVBlii. /■.wutj.i.iu. 
38. LUCRETIUS. lljibcHEV.J.S.WiT«oi>. WiUiilieMolrlcnl VBsimjorj.H.Oonu, 
31, 30, 31, & 34. CICERO'S ORATIONS Bjf C. D. Yusmi. (InBplote lii t Vitov 
(Vol, 4 doulmui lUiu tb» Rl„,l..nc»l tteoin 
PINBAR. ltjD.K«ao!,W.Tvx»i». WilhlheMcUuml VnBionor Mooiit. Fnml. ] 
PLATO. VoLV. ByC Bi:BOKB,M.i- plyoLoia,! 
i 36, THE COMEDIES OFPLAUTUS, By H.T. BiT.sr.B..* In! Volj. 
JUVENAL, PERSIUS, &a. p}, lin tUT.L. EvAHa, II.A, D'ilA Ibc Nftrilol | 
THE GREEK ANTHOLOGY, trimkUnl diiitlljt b; G. Bcuui. X,M., *llh ttatd- 1 



DEM05THENEI. Tl.e HKBlhiu; Pliilipple, uu 



r Fabiie OntlBB^ vitii 




-eRCNCC •">< PHCDRUS, 



S, *J H. T. KiLKi. To ■] 

li 47. AniBTOTLE-S OROAtlON, or. Idcinl TmliEn 
of VarphyTj, wall SQtat, AniJjtiiv Introauolian aail J 



40 ft 49. AfllSTOPHAttU, wiUi Nrtt. tai EitiuU hum tbo bat Hftncut 

b; W J. ll>GME,iDi Vail, fmtliificu- 
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